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ABSTRACT
The fo rm al d is c u s s io n  on m e rc a n ti l ism  u s u a l ly  in c lu d e s  a l l  
econom ic th o u g h t in  th e  ap p rox im ate  p e r io d  from  1500-1775. The ends 
o f  m e r c a n t i l i s t  th o u g h t a r e  t y p i c a l l y  assumed to  be n a t io n a l  power 
a n d /o r  m ax im iza tio n  o f w e a l th ,  a lth o u g h  W illiam  Grampp h a s  su g g e s te d  
an a l t e r n a t i v e  end o f m axim izing em ploym ent. Much a t t e n t i o n  i s  p a id  
to  how m e r c a n t i l i s t  fo r e ig n  t r a d e  program s w ere used  In  a t te m p ts  to  
a ch ie v e  th e s e  v a r io u s  g o a ls .
No fundam ental d i s t i n c t i o n  i s  su g g e s te d  to  e x p la in  how o r  why 
econom ic th o u g h t i n  th e  s ix te e n th  c e n tu ry  i s  u n l ik e  econom ic th o u g h t 
a f t e r  th e  1 6 4 0 's  and b e fo re  Adam S m ith . T h is  assumed sam eness o f  ends 
has p e r s i s t e d  in  s p i t e  o f  much r e c e n t  work by h i s t o r i a n s  w hich  has 
r e p e a te d ly  em phasized th e  d i f f e r e n c e s  in  E n g lish  s o c i a l  th o u g h t and 
i n s t i t u t i o n s  b e fo re  and a f t e r  th e  E n g lish  C iv i l  War. And in  f a c t ,  in  
th e  f i r s t  h a l f  o f  t h i s  c e n tu ry  when s e v e r a l  s c h o la r s  w ere d is c u s s in g  
th e  g e n e r a l  phenomenon o f  th e  r i s e  o f  econom ic in d iv id u a l is m , many 
p rom inen t eco n o m ists  and econom ic h i s t o r i a n s  s u g g e s te d  t h a t  econom ic 
th o u g h t from  1500-1640 was som eth ing  fu n d a m e n ta lly  d i f f e r e n t  th a n  
econom ic th o u g h t o f  th e  R e s to r a t io n  and th e  e a r ly  e ig h te e n th  c e n tu ry . 
D isc u ss io n  o f  th e  m e r c a n t i l i s t  p e r io d  h a s  n o t  a llo w ed  eco n o m ists  to  
make th e s e  im p o rta n t d i s t i n c t i o n s .  T h e re fo re , i t  i s  a rg u ed  t h a t  
eco n o m ists  sh o u ld  e i t h e r  d is c u s s  “g e n re s ” o f  m e rc a n t i l is m , o r  e l s e
v
abandon th e  id e a  o f  m e rc a n ti l ism  e n t i r e l y  in  t h e i r  c o n s id e ra t io n  o f  
economic th o u g h t o f  th e  s ix te e n th ,  s e v e n te e n th , and e a r ly - e ig h te e n th  
c e n tu r i e s .
When th e  p rim ary  so u rc e s  from  th e  Tudor p e r io d  a re  examined 
in d e p e n d e n tly , a p a r t  from th e  co ncern  o v e r  m e rc a n ti l is m , i t  becomes 
c l e a r  t h a t  th e  econom ic th o u g h t o f  th e  p e rio d  was in te n d e d  to  comple­
ment and su p p o rt what h as  been  c a l l e d  th e  ''w orld  v iew " o f  th e  E n g lish  
R e n a issa n c e . The ends o f  th e  econom ic w r i t e r s  w ere e x p re sse d  in  te rm s 
v e ry  s im i l a r  to  th o s e  used  by p o l i t i c a l  and r e l ig io u s  w r i t e r s  o f  th e  
p e r io d ,  o f te n  by u s in g  such  im ages a s  th e  G rea t Chain o f  B eing and 
th e  body p o l i t i c .  T here  was no c o n ce p tio n  o f ,  and u s u a l ly  no d e s i r e  
f o r ,  an  autonomous s c ie n c e  o f  econom ics. An e s s e n t i a l l y  c l a s s i c a l  
and C h r is t ia n  view  o f  o rd e r  was d e fe n d ed , in  w hich econom ic th o u g h t 
and p o l ic y  p lay ed  an im p o r ta n t ,  b u t s u b s e rv ie n t  r o l e .
L e s se r  g u id in g  p r in c ip le s  w ere developed  by th e  Tudor w r i t e r s ,  
w hich h e lp  to  d i s t in g u i s h  Tudor econom ic th o u g h t from  th e  m ed iev al 
and S c h o la s t ic  body o f  l i t e r a t u r e .  B ecause th e r e  was some im p o rta n t 
d isag reem en t on th e s e  them es among th e  Tudor w r i t e r s  th e m se lv e s , 
th e s e  c o n ce p ts  a r e  a ls o  im p o r ta n t i n  t r y in g  to  i d e n t i f y  th e  d i f f e r e n t  
n a tu r e  o f  th e  econom ic th o u g h t o f  some o f  th e  more im p o r ta n t Tudor w r i t e r s .  
B r i e f ly ,  th e  fo u r  them es a r e :  1) th e  co n cep t o f  c iv i c  a c t i v i t y ,  2)
th e  im p e r ia l  them e, 3) th e  id e a s  o f  d e l i g h t ,  d i v e r s i t y ,  and p le n i tu d e ,  
and 4) a  grow ing a c c e p ta n c e  o f  in d iv id u a l  p r o f i t  s e e k in g  and s e l f -  
i n t e r e s t e d  a c t i v i t y .  A ll  o f  th e s e  id e a s  have been  d is c u s s e d  in  one 
p la c e  o r  a n o th e r ,  b u t th e y  have n o t  been  b ro u g h t to g e th e r  to  e x p la in
vi
th e  g e n e ra l  p a t t e r n  o f  Tudor econom ic th o u g h t. And, I t  h a s  n o t been  
g e n e r a l ly  re c o g n ize d  th a t  th e s e  them es w ere d e s ig n e d  to  m a in ta in  and 
su p p o rt a  b ro a d e r co n ce p tio n  o f  w orld  o rd e r .
The Tudor w r i t e r s  have n e v e r  ranked  h ig h ly  a s  p o s i t iv e  
a n a ly s t s ,  and r i g h t l y  s o .  I t  I s  s u g g e s te d , how ever, t h a t  i f  th e  ends 
o f  th e  Tudor w r i t e r s  a r e  p ro p e r ly  u n d e rs to o d  t h e i r  s im p le  a t te m p ts  a t  
a n a ly s is  and p o l ic y  recom m endations a re  u s u a l ly  u n d e rs ta n d a b le , based  
on th e  s o le  c r i t e r i o n  o f  c o n s is te n c y  w ith  t h e i r  s t a t e d  e n d s .
F in a l l y ,  i t  I s  conceded t h a t  i t  I s  l i k e l y  t h a t  m odem  econo­
m is ts  w i l l  ta k e  few , i f  a n y , le s s o n s  from  th e  body o f  Tudor econom ic 
l i t e r a t u r e .  To some e x t e n t ,  t h a t  r e f l e c t s  th e  g e n e r a l ly  undeveloped  
a n a l y t i c a l  a b i l i t i e s  o f  th e  Tudor w r i t e r s ,  b u t I t  a ls o  r e f l e c t s  a  
m ajo r l i m i t a t i o n  In  m odem  econom ic th o u g h t w hich h as  been  o p en ly  
c h a lle n g e d  by many con tem porary  e co n o m is ts .
v i l
The economic c a te g o r ie s  o f  m odem  s o c i e t y ,  such  as  
p r o p e r ty ,  freedom  o f  c o n t r a c t  and c o m p e ti t io n , a r e  a s  much 
a  p a r t  o f  i t s  i n t e l l e c t u a l  f u r n i tu r e  as  i t s  p o l i t i c a l  con­
c e p t io n s  and , to g e th e r  w ith  r e l i g i o n ,  have p ro b ab ly  been  
th e  m ost p o te n t fo r c e  in  g iv in g  i t  i t s  c h a r a c te r ,  betw een 
th e  c o n c e p tio n  o f  s o c ie ty  a s  a  community o f  unequal c la s s e s  
w ith  v a ry in g  f u n c t io n s ,  o rg a n iz e d  f o r  a  common en d , and 
t h a t  w hich re g a rd s  i t  a s  a  mechanism a d ju s t in g  i t s e l f  th ro u g h  
th e  p la y  o f  econom ic m o tiv e s  to  th e  su p p ly  o f  econom ic n e e d s , 
betw een th e  id e a  t h a t  a  man must n o t ta k e  ad v an tag e  o f  h is  
n e ig h b o r 's  n e c e s s i t y ,  and th e  d o c tr in e  t h a t  'm a n 's  s e l f -  
lo v e  i s  G od 's p ro v id e n c e , ' betw een th e  a t t i t u d e  w hich a p p e a ls  
to  a  r e l i g io u s  s ta n d a rd  to  r e p r e s s  econom ic a p p e t i t e s ,  and 
t h a t  w hich re g a rd s  ex p ed ien cy  as th e  f i n a l  c r i t e r i o n — th e r e  
i s  a  chasm w hich no th e o ry  o f  perm anence and u b iq u i ty  o f  
econom ic i n t e r e s t s  can  b r id g e ,  and w hich d e se rv e s  a t  l e a s t  
to  be e x p lo re d . To exam ine how th e  l a t t e r  grew o u t o f  th e  
fo rm e r ; to  t r a c e  th e  ch an g e , from a  v iew  o f  econom ic a c t i v i t y  
w hich re g a rd ed  i t  a s  one among o th e r  k in d s  o f  m oral c o n d u c t, 
to  th e  v iew  o f i t  a s  d ependen t upon im p e rso n a l and a lm ost 
a u to m a tic  f o r c e s ;  to  o b se rv e  th e  s t r u g g le  o f  in d iv id u a lis m  
in  th e  fa c e  o f  r e s t r i c t i o n s  im posed i n  th e  name o f  r e l i g i o n  
by th e  Church and o f  p u b l ic  p o l ic y  by th e  S t a t e ,  f i r s t  
denounced , th e n  p a l l i a t e d ,  th e n  tr iu m p h a n tly  j u s t i f i e d  
in  th e  name o f  econom ic l i b e r t y ;  to  w a tch  how e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  
a u th o r i ty  s t r i v e s  to  m a in ta in  i t s  h o ld  upon th e  s p h e re s  i t  
had c la im ed  and f i n a l l y  a b d ic a te s  them—t o  do t h i s  i s  n o t 
to  In d u lg e  a  v a in  c u r i o s i t y ,  b u t to  s ta n d  a t  th e  so u rc e s  o f  
r i v u l e t s  w hich a r e  now a f lo o d .
— R. H. Tawney, R e lig io n  and th e  
R ise  o f  C a p ita lism
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INTRODUCTION
G ustav  S c h m o lle r , In  h i s  1884 s tu d y  o f  The M e rc a n ti le  System , 
s e t  o u t to  e x p la in
. . . th e  c o n n e c tio n  betw een  econom ic l i f e  and th e  
e s s e n t i a l  c o n t r o l l i n g  o rg a n s  o f  s o c i a l  and p o l i t i c a l  
l i f e , — th e  dependence o f  th e  m ain I n s t i t u t i o n s  o f  any 
p e r io d  upon th e  n a tu r e  o f  th e  p o l i t i c a l  body o r  b o d ie s  
m ost Im p o rtan t a t  th e  t i m e . l
S chm olle r a l s o  commented t h a t
P o l i t i c a l  o rg an ism s and econom ic o rg an ism s a re  by no 
means n e c e s s a r i ly  c o n te rm in o u s ; and y e t  th e  g r e a t  and 
b r i l l i a n t  ach iev em en ts  o f  h i s t o r y ,  b o th  p o l i t i c a l  and 
econom ic, a r e  wont to  be  acco m plished  a t  tim es  when 
economic o r g a n is a t io n  h as  r e s t e d  on th e  same fo u n d a tio n s  
a s  p o l i t i c a l  power and o r d e r .^
Most con tem porary  h i s t o r i a n s  o f  econom ic th o u g h t would n o t 
p u t such  a  heavy em phasis on p o l i t i c a l  I n s t i t u t i o n s ,  though many 
c e r t a i n l y  would c la im  t h a t  econom ic freedom s and i n s t i t u t i o n s  a re  
c lo s e ly  r e l a t e d  to  p o l i t i c a l  freedom s and I n s t i t u t i o n s .  I n  t h i s  
s tu d y , how ever, I  have chosen  to  expand and r e d i r e c t  S chm oller*s 
ap p ro a ch , by exam in ing  th e  a s p e c ts  in  Tudor i n t e l l e c t u a l  th o u g h t
^G ustav  S c h m o lle r , The M e rc a n ti le  System  and I t s  H i s t o r i c a l  
S ig n i f ic a n c e , (New Y ork: M acm illan , 1 9 1 0 ), p . 2 .
2I b i d . , p . 3 .
1
2
w hich formed a  common fo u n d a tio n  f o r  r e l i g i o u s ,  p o l i t i c a l  and economic 
id e a s  and i n s t i t u t i o n a l  a rran g em en ts  o f  th e  p e r io d .
T h is  o rg a n ic  n a tu re  o f  Tudor s o c ie ty  d id  le a d  to  " g r e a t  and 
b r i l l i a n t  a c h ie v e m e n ts ,” in  te rm s o f  econom ic ex p an s io n  and d ev e lo p ­
ment a s  w e ll  a s  th e  b e tte r-k n o w n  ach iev em en ts  in  th e  f i e l d s  o f  
l i t e r a t u r e ,  a r t ,  a r c h i t e c t u r e ,  th e  law , and i n  r e l i g i o u s  and p o l i ­
t i c a l  th o u g h t. T h e re fo re , i t  i s  im p o rta n t f o r  th e  h i s t o r i a n  o f  
econom ic th o u g h t to  have a  good u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f  th e  n a tu r e  o f  Tudor 
econom ic th o u g h t,  and o f  th e  b a s i s  o f  t h a t  th o u g h t in  th e  i n t e l l e c ­
t u a l  h i s t o r y  o f  th e  p e r io d .
I n s te a d  o f  a  good u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f  Tudor econom ic th o u g h t,  
w hat we c u r r e n t ly  have i s  an  e x te n s iv e  amount o f  l i t e r a t u r e  on th e  
m e r c a n t i l i s t  p e r io d  and a n o th e r  s e t  o f  m a te r ia l  on th e  r i s e  o f  eco ­
nomic in d iv id u a l is m . C h ap te r One i s  a  t re a tm e n t o f  much o f  t h i s  
l i t e r a t u r e ,  w hich shows why th e  s ta n d a rd  d is c u s s io n s  f a i l  to  
a d e q u a te ly  e x p la in  m ost Tudor econom ic th o u g h t. At th e  end o f  th e  
c h a p te r  a r e  s u g g e s t io n s  on w hat so u rc e s  can b e  u sed  to  d ev e lo p  a  
t r u e  p i c tu r e  o f  t h a t  th o u g h t.
The second c h a p te r  i s  a  c o n s id e r a t io n  o f  th e  ends o f  Tudor 
econom ic th o u g h t.  The c h a p te r  In c lu d e s  a  d e s c r ip t io n  o f  w hat has 
been  c a l l e d  th e  "w orld  v iew " o f  th e  Tudor w r i t e r s ,  and some i l l u ­
s t r a t i o n s  w hich show how t h i s  w o rld  view  d id  shape  th e  Tudor 
w r i t e r s '  d is c u s s io n s  o f  g e n e r a l  s o c i a l  a rra n g e m e n ts , and econom ic 
m a tte r s  in  p a r t i c u l a r .
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The t h i r d  c h a p te r  co n ce rn s  fo u r  g e n e ra l  themes In  T udor 
econom ic l i t e r a t u r e .  A lthough  th e  d is c u s s io n  I s  p r im a r i ly  l im i te d  
to  developm ents in  E n g lish  th o u g h t f each  o f  th e s e  them es d id  have 
c o u n te r p a r ts  in  th e  g e n e r a l  European R e n a is sa n c e . B r i e f l y ,  th e  fo u r  
them es a r e :  1) The co n cep t o f  c i v i c  a c t i v i t y ,  w hich  s t r e s s e d  th e  
d u ty  o f  a l l  in d iv id u a ls  to  w ork f o r  s o c i e t y 's  b e n e f i t ,  even  i f  t h a t  
c o n f l i c te d  w ith  o n e 's  p e r s o n a l  g a in ;  2) The Im p e r ia l  them e, In  which 
th e  need  f o r  s t a t e  a c t io n  In  s p i r i t u a l  a s  w e ll  a s  s e c u la r  m a tte r s  was 
s t r e s s e d ,  a s  opposed to  th e  M arxian  co n cep t o f  im p e r ia l is m . T h is  
Id e a  was p a t te rn e d  a f t e r  th e  R en a is sa n c e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of im p e r ia l  
Rome, w here th e  C h r i s t i a n  em perors o f  th e  l a t e r  Empire had r u le d  on  
b o th  s e c u la r  and s p i r i t u a l  a rra n g em en ts ; 3) The id e a s  o f  d e l i g h t ,  
d i v e r s i t y ,  and p le n i tu d e ,  w hich em phasized  m an 's  n a tu re  as a  c r e a t iv e  
ag en t w ith  th e  c a p a c i ty  to  in v e n t  and e n jo y  new form s o f  a r t  and  
m a te r ia l  goods; and 4) A grow ing a c c e p ta n c e  o f  in d iv id u a l  p r o f i t  
se e k in g  and s e l f - i n t e r e s t e d  a c t i v i t y ,  a s  lo n g  a s  such  a c t i v i t y  d id  
n o t d i s r u p t  th e  s o c i a l  o rd e r  o r  v i o l a t e  b a s ic  r e l i g io u s  p re c e p ts .
A l l  o f  th e s e  id e a s  have been  d is c u s s e d  in  one p la c e  o r a n o th e r ,  b u t 
th e y  have n o t  been  b ro u g h t to g e th e r  to  e x p la in  th e  g e n e ra l  p a t t e r n  
o f  econom ic th o u g h t in  th e  E n g lish  R e n a is sa n c e .
C h ap te r Four i s  a  b r i e f  d is c u s s io n  o f  th e  p o s i t iv e  econom ic 
th o u g h t o f  th e  le a d in g  Tudor w r i t e r s  o f  th e  p o s t-R e fo rm a tlo n  p e r io d .  
The Tudor w r i t e r s  w ere o f te n  more w i l l i n g  to  r e l y  on l i b e r a l ,  m a rk e t-  
d i r e c te d  i n s t i t u t i o n s  to  a c h ie v e  t h e i r  ends th a r  i s  commonly b e l ie v e d . 
However, th e  r e a l  m isu n d e rs ta n d in g  c o n c e rn in g  p o s i t iv e  econom ic
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th o u g h t o f  th e  p e rio d  has been t o  assume th a t  when th e  w r i t e r s  
su p p o rte d  form s o f  econom ic r e g u la t io n  w hich w ere n o t co m p atib le  
w ith  th e  end o f  m axim izing w e a lth  th e y  d id  so o n ly  o u t o f  Ig n o ra n c e , 
o r  a s  a  m a tte r  o f  ex p ed ien cy . A p ro p e r  s ta te m e n t o f  th e  ends o f  th e  
th o u g h t o f  th e  p e r io d  opens up a  new s e t  o f  c r i t e r i a  to  u se  in  u n d e r­
s ta n d in g  th e  p o s i t iv e  a n a ly s i s  o f  th e  p e r io d .
C h ap ter F iv e  i s  a  b r i e f  s ta te m e n t on th e  re le v a n c e  o f  p o s t -  
R efo rm ation  Tudor econom ic th o u g h t to  econom ic th in k in g  to d a y . I t  
i s  n o t l i k e l y  t h a t  we w i l l  ta k e  any le s s o n s  from th e  Tudor e x p e r ie n c e  
to  ap p ly  to  o u r own s i t u a t i o n ,  a t  l e a s t  in  th e  fo r s e e a b le  f u tu r e .
To some e x te n t  t h a t  r e f l e c t s  th e  g e n e r a l ly  undeveloped  a n a l y t i c a l  
a b i l i t i e s  o f  th e  Tudor w r i t e r s ,  b u t i t  a l s o  r e f l e c t s  a  m a jo r s h o r t ­
coming i n  m odem  econom ic th o u g h t.
CHAPTER I
TUDOR ECONOMIC THOUGHT: A DARK AGE IN
THE HISTORY OF ENGLISH ECONOMIC THOUGHT
More th a n  tw en ty  y e a r s  ago F. J .  F is h e r  p o in te d  o u t t h a t  
economic h i s t o r i e s  o f  th e  s ix te e n th  and s e v e n te e n th  c e n tu r ie s  w ere 
n o t ,  and co u ld  n e v e r hope to  b e , t r u l y  com plete  in  any se n se  th a t  
m ight s a t i s f y  th e  m odem  q u a n ti ta t iv e ly -m in d e d  econom ist a n d /o r  
h i s t o r i a n .  B ecause o f  th e  la c k  o f  h a rd  s t a t i s t i c a l  d a ta  from  th e s e  
p e r io d s ,  a  b ro a d , t r a d i t i o n a l  app roach  to  th e  econom ic h i s to r y  i s  
th e  b e s t  t h a t  can be hoped f o r  in  m ost a r e a s .
The h i s t o r i a n  o f  econom ic th o u g h t can o f f e r  no such  ex cu ses  
to  e x p la in  th e  g e n e r a l ly  p o o r , and a t  b e s t  f ra g m e n ta ry , q u a l i t y  o f  
work p u b lis h e d  to  d a te  on s ix te e n th  c e n tu ry  econom ic th o u g h t. T here  
i s  a  g r e a t  d e a l  o f  p rim ary  m a te r ia l  to  be re a d  and e x p la in e d , and 
o n ly  a  l i t t l e  o f  t h i s  m a te r i a l  i s  n o t  r e a d i ly  a v a i l a b le  in  m ost la r g e  
l i b r a r i e s .  To p a ra p h ra se  one n o te d  Tudor a u th o r ,  th e  problem  i s  n o t 
i n  o u r  s t a r s ,  b u t i n  o u r s e lv e s .
A l a r g e  p a r t  o f  th e  problem  i s  t h a t  no m ajo r f a l l i n g  in  o u r 
p re s e n t  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  i s  c u r r e n t ly  p e rc e iv e d . At b e s t ,  an in d ic a ­
t io n  t h a t  th e  p e r io d  i s  tro u b leso m e  comes from  b ro a d e r  co m p la in ts
3
F . J .  F i s h e r ,  "The S ix te e n th  and S e v e n tee n th  C e n tu r ie s :  The
Dark Ages i n  E n g lish  Economic H is to r y ? ,"  Econom ica, (1 9 5 7 ).
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ab o u t o u r u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f  th e  e n t i r e  " m e r c a n t i l i s t  p e r io d ."  As one 
re v ie w e r r e c e n t ly  summed th in g s  u p , " m e rc a n ti l ism  I s  n o to r io u s ly  
d i f f i c u l t . .  . . " 4
T urn ing  to  th e  m a te r ia l  from  th e  Tudor p e r io d ,  and s p e c i f i c a l l y  
to  th e  p o s t-R e fo rm a tio n  m a t e r i a l , some v e ry  c o n c re te  problem s fa c e  any 
s tu d e n t  who chooses to  r e l y  on th e  seco n d ary  r e f e r e n c e s  f o r  an e x p la ­
n a t io n  o f  t h i s  body o f  th o u g h t.  F i r s t ,  and m ost n o t i c e a b le ,  i s  th e  
problem  t h a t  Raymond de Roover and Jacob  V in e r d e s c r ib e d  lo n g  ago— 
nam ely , th e  Tudor m a te r ia l  i s  g e n e r a l ly  Ig n o re d . De Roover im p lie d  
t h i s  In  h i s  co m p la in t co n ce rn in g  th e  la c k  o f  a t t e n t i o n  p a id  to  
S c h o la s t ic  Econom ics. He w ro te  t h a t
. . . m ost o f  th e  s ta n d a rd  te x tb o o k s  on th e  h i s t o r y  o f  
econom ic th o u g h t—i f  th e y  do n o t om it th e  s u b je c t  a l t o ­
g e th e r  and s t a r t  w ith  th e  p h y s io c r a ts —d e v o te  l i t t l e  
sp ace  to  what th e y  c a l l  'm e d ie v a l ' econom ics. A f te r  
some t r i t e  comments on Thomas A q u in as , th e y  g r e e t  Oresme 
( c .  1330-1382) from  a d is ta n c e  and th e n  h a s te n  on to
John C. M urdock,"Review  o f  R obert B. E k e lund , J r . ,  and 
R o b ert F . H e b e r t ," A H is to ry  o f  Economic Theory and M ethod, in  H is to ry  
o f  P o l i t i c a l  EconomyT (1 9 7 7 ), p . 302.
T here  a r e ,  how ever, a  few p a ssa g e s  more s p e c i f i c  In  n a tu r e .
F o r exam ple, in  R e l ig io n  and th e  R ise  o f  C a p i ta l is m , (New York: M en to r, 
1 9 5 4 ), p . 139 , R. H. Tawney d is c u s s e s  one o f  th e  problem s t h a t  m ust be 
fa c ed  in  t r y in g  to  d ev e lo p  a  g e n e ra l  p i c tu r e  o f  Tudor econom ic 
th o u g h t:
" In  p r a c t i c e ,  s in c e  new c l a s s  i n t e r e s t s  and n o v e l id e a s  had 
a r i s e n ,  b u t had n o t y e t  w h o lly  submerged th o s e  w hich p reced ed  them , 
e v e ry  shade o f  o p in io n  . . . was r e p re s e n te d  in  th e  econom ic e th i c s  
o f  E liz a b e th a n  E n g lan d ."
Taw ney's w ell-know n work was f i r s t  p u b lis h e d  in  1926.
A rth u r  B. F erguson  d e s c r ib e s  R en a issan ce  E n g lish  th o u g h t a s  
" . . . t h a t  t w i l i g h t  zone w hich  i s  b o th  m ed iev a l and modern In  c h a ra c ­
t e r ,  y e t  i s ,  i n  a  s e n s e ,  n e i t h e r . "  "The Tudor Commonweal and th e  Sense 
o f  C hange,"  The J o u rn a l  o f  B r i t i s h  S tu d ie s ,  (1 9 6 3 ) , p .  11 .
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Thomas Mun and th e  th e o ry  o f th e  b a la n c e  o f  t r a d e .  
U s u a lly , th e  t re a tm e n t I s  n o t o n ly  s u p e r f i c i a l  b u t 
r e p l e t e  w ith  e r r o r s  w hich  cou ld  have  been  av o id ed  
by g o in g  to  th e  so u rc e s  I n s te a d  o f  r e p e a t in g  c l i c h e s .
V ln e r had su g g e s te d  much th e  same problem  n e a r ly  tw en ty  y e a r s  
e a r l i e r ,  when I t  f i r s t  seemed t h a t  many s c h o la r s  w ere re a d y  to  a c c e p t 
th e  s ta n d a rd  t r e a tm e n ts  on " th e  m e r c a n t i l i s t  p e r io d "  w ith o u t f u r t h e r  
s tu d y :
I t  I s  a common Im p ress io n  t h a t  [ th e  m e r c a n t i l i s t s ]  have 
a lr e a d y  been  s u f f i c i e n t l y  s tu d ie d ,  b u t  th e  econom ic 
h i s t o r i a n s  and th e  eco n o m ists  o f  th e  German h i s t o r i c a l  
s c h o o l have been  a lm o s t a lo n e  in  s tu d y in g  th e  m ercan­
t i l i s t s ,  and th e y  have g e n e r a l ly  b een  more i n t e r e s t e d  
i n  t h e  f a c t s  th a n  i n  th e  Id e a s  o f  th e  m e r c a n t i l i s t  
p e r io d ,  have o f te n  b ased  sw eep ing  g e n e r a l i z a t io n s  a s  
to  th e  c h a r a c te r  o f  m e r c a n t i l i s t  d o c t r in e  on w hat th e y  
found  in  a  h a n d fu l o f th e  m e r c a n t i l i s t  w r i t i n g s ,  have 
d is p la y e d  n e i t h e r  i n t e r e s t  i n ,  n o r  a c q u a in ta n c e  w i th ,  
m odem  econom ic th e o r i z in g  . . . ,  and have a lm o s t w ith ­
o u t e x c e p tio n  shown a te n d e n c y  t o  defen d  th e  m e r c a n t i l i s t  
d o c t r in e s  by re a so n in g  i t s e l f  o f a  d e c ld e ly  m e r c a n t i l i s t  
f l a v o r .6
And so  i t  c o n tin u e s  even  to d a y . One r e c e n t  te x tb o o k  by 
R obert B. E k e lu n d , J r .  and R o b ert F . H e b e rt was c h id ed  f o r  d is c u s s in g  
" n in e  m a jo r c o n c e p ts "  and " e le v e n  m e r c a n t i l i s t  w r i t e r s "  in  a  " te n -p a g e
Raymond de  R oover, " S c h o la s t i c  Econom ics: S u r v iv a l  and
L a s t in g  In f lu e n c e  from  th e  S ix te e n th  C en tu ry  to  Adam S m ith ,"  The 
Q u a r te r ly  J o u rn a l  o f  Econom ics, (1 9 5 5 ) , p .  161.
Even Jo se p h  A. Schum peter, whose t r e a tm e n t  o f  p r e - e ig h te e n th  
c e n tu ry  l i t e r a t u r e  i s  c e r t a i n l y  m ore e x te n s iv e  and a c c u ra te  th a n  m o s t, 
l im i t e d  h i s  d is c u s s io n  o f  s ix t e e n th  c e n tu ry  E n g l is h  econom ic w r i t e r s  
to  " th e  m ost w id e ly  known" t r e a t i s e  o f  th e  p e r io d .  See h i s  H is to ry  
o f  Economic A n a ly s is ,  (New Y ork : O xford  U n iv e r s i ty  P r e s s ,  1 9 7 4 ) , p . 
1661
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Jaco b  V in e r , S tu d ie s  i n  th e  T h eo ry  o f  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  T ra d e , 
(New Y ork: H arper and B ro th e rs  P u b l i s h e r s ,  1 9 3 7 ), p . 1 .
s t i n t  on m e rc a n t i l is m ." ^  A n o th er r e c e n t  t e x t  by H arry  L a n d re th  c o v e rs
Q
" th e  m e r c a n t i l i s t  p e r io d "  in  l e s s  th a n  s i x  p a g e s . A c tiv e  r e s e a r c h  on
th e  s ix te e n th  c e n tu ry  econom ic w r i t e r s  was p ro b a b ly  most in t e n s iv e  in
th e  1 9 3 0 's  and seems to  have d e c l in e d  s t e a d i l y  e v e r  s in c e ,  w ith  o n ly
p e r io d ic  r e v iv a l s  o f  i n t e r e s t  a r i s i n g  p r im a r i ly ,  a g a in ,  from  th e  work
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o f  th e  econom ic and s o c i a l  h i s t o r i a n s .
I t  m ig h t be e a s i e r  to  f o r g iv e  th e  g e n e r a l  la c k  o f  a t t e n t i o n  
g iv e n  to  th e  Tudor w r i t e r s  i f  th e r e  was somewhere a  good , c l e a r ,  
com plete  s ta te m e n t on th e  id e a s  o f  t h i s  group  o f  a u th o r s .  B u t, 
in s te a d  o f  su ch  an a c c e p ta b le  s ta te m e n t ,  when th e  Tudor w r i t e r s  a r e  
c o n s id e re d  t h e i r  id e a s  a r e  a lm o s t a lw ays d is c u s s e d  a s  a  p a r t  o f  th e  
l i t e r a t u r e  on m e rc a n ti l is m  o r  a s  a  p a r t  o f  th e  l i t e r a t u r e  on th e  r i s e  
o f  econom ic in d iv id u a l is m , a  to p i c  p e rh a p s  even a s  n o to r io u s ly  d i f f i ­
c u l t  a s  m e rc a n t i l is m . And to  f u r t h e r  c o m p lic a te  m a t t e r s ,  th e  c o n c lu ­
s io n s  c o n c e rn in g  th e  Tudor econom ic w r i t e r s  o f  th o s e  who have s tu d ie d  
th e  r i s e  o f  c a p i t a l i s m  and econom ic in d iv id u a l is m  have g e n e r a l ly  been  
c o n t r a d ic to r y .
One g roup  o f  s tu d e n t s  w ith  a  d e f i n i t e  i n t e r e s t  i n  e s t a b l i s h in g  
j u s t  when th e  c a p i t a l i s t i c  s p i r i t  was f i r s t  f u l l y  dev e lo p ed  i s ,  o f
^M urdock, p .  302.
O
H arry  L a n d re th , H is to ry  o f  Economic T h eo ry ; S cope , M ethod, 
and C o n te n t, (B o sto n : Houghton M if f l i n  C o ., 1 9 7 6 ), p p . 1 9 -2 4 .
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The m ost im p o r ta n t c u r r e n t  d e b a te  i s  sum m arized by 6 . R.
E l to n , i n  Reform and R enew al; Thomas Cromwell and th e  Common W eal, 
(C am bridge: Cam bridge U n iv e r s i ty  P r e s s ,  1 9 7 2 ), p p . 1 -8 .
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c o u rs e , th e  M a rx is ts .  U n fo r tu n a te ly , a s  F i s h e r  p o in te d  o u t ,  th e  
M a rx is ts  have been  fo rc e d  I n to  a  p o s i t io n  th a t  i s  o f te n  I n c o n s i s te n t  
w ith  th e  f a c t s  o f  econom ic h i s to r y  and th o u g h t from th e  p e r io d s  t h a t  
we do know. As F is h e r  e x p la in e d ,
I t  i s  p a r t  o f  th e  M arx is t c re e d  t h a t  fe u d a lism  was o v e r­
throw n by c a p i t a l i s m .  But i t  i s  a ls o  a c c e p te d  by M a rx is t 
h i s t o r i a n s  t h a t  w hereas fe u d a lism  was i n  an  advanced  s t a t e  
o f  d i s i n t e g r a t i o n  by th e  end o f  th e  f o u r te e n th  c e n tu ry , 
th e  c a p i t a l i s t  p e r io d  can n o t be s a id  to  open u n t i l  con­
s id e r a b ly  l a t e r .  Indeed  a t  a  c o n fe re n c e  o f  B r i t i s h  M arxian 
h i s t o r i a n s  h e ld  in  1947 , i t  was a g re ed  t h a t  ' t h e  Tudor and 
S tu a r t  s t a t e  was e s s e n t i a l l y  an e x e c u tiv e  in s tru m e n t o f  
th e  fe u d a l  c l a s s  m ore h ig h ly  o rg a n iz e d  th a n  e v e r  b e fo re  
. . .  o n ly  a f t e r  th e  R ev o lu tio n  o f  1640-1649 does th e  
s t a t e  i n  England b e g in  to  be s u b o rd in a te d  to  th e  c a p i ­
t a l i s t .  . . . '  The r e v o lu t io n  o f  1640 re p la c e d  th e  r u le  
o f  one c l a s s  by a n o th e r .  Thus th e  M a rx is t i s  fa c e d  by 
th e  prob lem  o f f in d in g  f o r  th e  s ix te e n th  and s e v e n te e n th  
c e n tu r ie s  an i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  w h ich , w h ile  p e r m it t in g  
fe u d a lism  to  d i s i n t e g r a t e  in  th e  l a t e r  M iddle Ages a s  th e  
e v id en c e  r e q u i r e s ,  w i l l  n e v e r th e le s s  p re s e rv e  i t  to  be 
s l a i n  in  th e  s e v e n te e n th  c e n tu ry  a s  th e o ry  demands.
S e t t in g  b ro ad  p rob lem s o f  h i s t o r i c a l  f a c t  a s id e  f o r  th e
moment, how ever, th e r e  w ere a s p e c ts  in  Tudor econom ic h i s t o r y  and
th o u g h t t h a t  w ere s t r o n g ly  m e d ie v a l, i f  n o t f e u d a l .* 1 F o r exam ple,
Tawney p o in ts  o u t t h a t ,  " . . .  a l l  Tudor Governm ents . . . made
12e x p e r im e n t(s )  in  f ix in g  j u s t  p r i c e s . "  And f u r t h e r  t h a t
^ F i s h e r ,  pp . 5 -6 .
^ S e e  E .A .J . Jo h n so n , P re d e c e s so rs  o f  Adam S m ith ; The Growth 
o f  B r i t i s h  Economic T hough t, (New Y ork: P r e n t i c e - H a l l ,  1 9 3 7 ) , pp . 5 , 
1 4 , 285. Johnson  c r e d i t s  H eckscher and A sh ley  w ith  e a r l i e r  s ta te m e n ts  
on t h i s  p o in t .  H e c k sc h e r 's  v iew s a r e  c o n s id e re d  in  some d e t a i l  be low , 
a t  th e  b e g in n in g  o f  C h ap te r I I .
12Tawney, p . 122 .
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The E ngland o f  S h ak esp ea re  and Bacon was s t i l l  l a r g e ly  
m ed iev a l i n  I t s  econom ic o rg a n iz a t io n  and s o c i a l  o u t lo o k ,  
more i n t e r e s t e d  i n  m a in ta in in g  custom ary  s ta n d a rd s  o f  
consum ption  th a n  i n  acc u m u la tin g  c a p i t a l  f o r  f u tu r e  p ro d u c ­
t i o n ,  w ith  an a r i s t o c r a c y  con tem ptuous o f  th e  econom ic 
v i r t u e s , a  p e a s a n try  fa rm in g  f o r  s u b s is te n c e  . . . »  and 
a  s m a l l ,  i f  g ro w in g , body o f  j e a l o u s l y  c o n s e rv a t iv e  
c ra f tsm e n .
But p r e c i s e ly  th e  o p p o s i te  p o s i t i o n  c a n , and  h a s ,  b een  made
w ith  some s u p p o r t .  The D l s t r i b u t l v l s t s , u n d e r th e  le a d e r s h ip  o f
H i l a i r e  B e l lo c ,  saw in  th e  Tudor p e r io d  th e  s y s te m a tic  u n le a s h in g
and f o s t e r in g  o f  th e  s e l f - i n t e r e s t e d ,  c a p i t a l i s t i c  s p i r i t  w h ich ,
p re su m ab ly , in e x o ra b ly  l e d  to  th e  m odern i n d u s t r i a l  econom ic s t r u c -
14t u r e s  o f  o u r own t im e . And, th o s e  who a r e  n o t  i n c l in e d  to  oppose  
m a s s -s c a le  c a p i t a l i s m  have a l s o  found  many o f  th e  same id e a s .  E r ic  
K e r r id g e , f o r  exam ple , can  s t i l l  lo o k  b ack  to  th e  p e r io d  o f  tim e 
betw een th e  m id - s ix te e n th  and m id -se v e n te e n th  c e n tu ry  and se e  a  
movement w here
. . . i n e f f e c t i v e  and  outm oded d i a t r i b e s  a g a in s t  g re e d  
gave way to  a  u t i l i t a r i a n  p h ilo so p h y  o f  f r e e  c a p i t a l i s t  
e n t e r p r i s e ,  a c tu a te d  by p r o f i t  m o tiv e s ,  s p u r re d  by com­
p e t i t i o n ,  g u id ed  and c o n t r o l l e d  by m arke t f o r c e s ,  and _5 
p ro d u c in g  th e  g r e a t e s t  h a p p in e s s  o f  th e  g r e a t e s t  num ber.
13I b i d . ,  p . 192 .
14 See B e l lo c 's  C h a ra c te rs  o f  th e  R e fo rm a tio n , (New Y ork: Sheed 
and Ward, 1 9 4 0 ), and h i s  H is to ry  o f  E n g lan d . (New Y ork : G. P . P u tn a m 's ,  
1 9 2 5 ).
*3E r ic  K e r r id g e , A g ra r ia n  Prob lem s i n  t h e  S ix te e n th  C en tu ry  
and A f t e r , (London: A lle n  and Unwin, L t d . , T § 6 9 ) , p .  127.
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The problem  th e n ,  f o r  anyone who re a d s  Tawney, th e  M a rx is ts ,  
K e rrid g e  and th e  D l s t r l b u t l v l s t s ,  and t h e i r  p rim ary  r e f e r e n c e s ,
I s  to  e x p la in  a  p e r io d  where th e r e  a r e  b o th  m ed iev a l and c a p i t a l i s t i c  
id e a s  a f o o t .  Among th o s e  who have a tte m p te d  such  a  r e c o n c i l i a t i o n ,  
th e  n a tu r a l  ten d en cy  has been  to  l a b e l  th e  e r a  a s  a  " t r a n s i t i o n a l  
p e r io d ."
A f a i r l y  m ild  v e r s io n  o f  t h i s  p roposed  s o lu t io n  i s  i n  Bruno
S u r v i r a n t a 's  The Theory o f  th e  B alance  o f  T rade in  E n g lan d ; A Study 
16i n  M e rc a n ti l is m . Even Henry S p ie g e l t i t l e d  one c h a p te r  i n  h i s
17The Growth o f  Economic Thought a s  "The T r a n s i t io n  o f  th e  1 6 th  
C e n tu ry ."  S p ie g e l 's  u se  o f  " t r a n s i t i o n a l , "  how ever, was r e s t r i c t e d  
to  mean p r im a r i ly  t h a t  th e  p e r io d  came, in  a  h i s t o r i c a l  s e n s e ,  betw een 
th e  th o u g h t o f  th e  " u n if ie d "  m ed iev a l w orld  and th e  c o n f id e n t  r e l i a n c e  
on in d iv id u a l is m  t h a t  developed  in  th e  c l a s s i c a l  p e r io d .
The " t r a n s i t i o n a l "  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  th e  s ix te e n th  c e n tu ry  
does c r e a te  a  s e r io u s  problem  by im p ly in g  th a t  th e  econom ic th in k e r s  
from  t h i s  p e r io d  had no c l e a r  id e a s  on how econom ic a rran g em en ts  
sh o u ld  be  o rd e re d  u n le s s  th e y  w ere c a lc u la t in g  p ro g r e s s iv e s  who looked  
fo rw ard  to  n in e te e n th ,  o r  a t  l e a s t  e ig h te e n th - c e n tu ry  c a p i t a l i s m ,  o r  
ro m an tic  t r a d i t i o n a l i s t s  lo o k in g  back  to  th e  s c h o la s t i c  te a c h in g s  o f
^ B ru n o  S u r v i r a n ta ,  The T heory o f  th e  B alance  o f  T rade  i n  
E ng land : A S tudy  in  M e rc a n til is m , (New Y ork: A ugustus M. K e lle y ,
1 9 6 7 ), p p . 1 -5 .
^ H e n ry  S p ie g e l , The Growth o f  Economic T hough t, (Englewood 
C l i f f s ,  New J e r s e y :  P r e n t i c e - H a l l , I n c . ,  19 7 1 ).
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th e  m ed iev a l C a th o lic  w r i t e r s .  T h is  w i l l  n o t d o . As Schum peter 
p o in te d  o u t In  a  t a n t a l i z i n g  p a ssa g e  from , o f  a l l  p la c e s ,  C a p i ta l is m , 
S o c ia lism  and Democracy,
The r e l a t e d  p ro c e s s e s  o f  th e  r i s e  o f  th e  c a p i t a l i s t  
b o u rg e o is ie  and o f  th e  r i s e  o f  n a t io n a l  s t a t e s  p ro ­
d uced , in  th e  s ix t e e n th ,  s e v e n te e n th  and e ig h te e n th  
c e n tu r i e s ,  a  s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e  t h a t  may seem to  us 
am p h ib ia l though  i t  was no more am p h ib ia l o r  t r a n s i ­
t i o n a l  th a n  any o th e r .
The d e b a te  on th e  r i s e  o f  econom ic in d iv id u a l is m  h as  e s t a b ­
l i s h e d  th e n , t h a t  E n g lish  econom ic th o u g h t in  th e  s ix te e n th  c e n tu ry  
can a t  tim es  ap p ea r v e ry  m ed iev a l o r ,  a t  o th e r  t im e s , r a t h e r  u t i l i ­
t a r i a n  and m odem . But i f ,  a s  Schum peter s u g g e s ts ,  th e r e  i s  a  c o re  
o f  th o u g h t t h a t  does r e p r e s e n t  a  u n iq u e , d i s t in g u is h a b le  body o f  
s ix te e n th  c e n tu ry  econom ic th o u g h t t h a t  i s  n o t s im p ly  a  t r a n s i t i o n a l  
e p is o d e , th e  l i t e r a t u r e  on th e  r i s e  o f  econom ic in d iv id u a l is m  h as  
n o t p re s e n te d  i t  f o r  u s  in  any com plete  f a s h io n . So, we m ust lo o k  
to  th e  o th e r  body o f  seco n d ary  m a te r ia l  w hich d e a ls  d i r e c t l y  w ith  
th e  s ix t e e n t h ,  s e v e n te e n th , and e ig h te e n th - c e n tu r y  w r i t e r s ,  th e  
d is c u s s io n  on m e rc a n ti l is m .
As Tawney p o in te d  o u t lo n g  a g o , i t  i s  q u i t e  p o s s ib le  to
19"make p la y "  w ith  th e  co n cep t o f  m e rc a n ti l is m . T here  a re  so  many
18Jo sep h  A. S chum peter, C a p i ta l is m , S o c ia lism  and Dem ocracy, 
t h i r d  e d i t i o n ,  (New Y ork: H arp er T orchbooks, 1 9 6 2 ), p .  135.
19R. H. Tawney, "Review o f  David O gg 's  England in  th e  R eign 
o f  C h a r le s  I I , "  Economic H is to ry  R eview , (1 9 3 5 ) , p . 119.
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prob lem s w ith  th e  co n cep t t h a t  one m ust be  c a r e f u l  to  I d e n t i f y  o n ly  
th o s e  problem s w hich a re  c l e a r l y  r e le v a n t  to  th e  to p ic  a t  han d . In  
te rm s o f  u n d e rs ta n d in g  th e  Tudor econom ic w r i t e r s ,  th e  l i t e r a t u r e  on 
m e rc a n ti l is m  p r e s e n ts  two m ajo r p ro b lem s. The f i r s t  stem s from  th e  
p r a c t i c e  o f  u s in g  m e rc a n ti l is m  t o  e x p la in  a l l  econom ic th o u g h t from  
a  tw o -a n d -a -h a lf  c e n tu ry  p e r io d ;  th e  sec o n d , though  r e l a t e d ,  problem  
in v o lv e s  th e  d is c u s s io n  on th e  ends o f  m e rc a n t i l is m . Both problem s 
r e s u l t  in  c la im s  t h a t  a l l  econom ic th o u g h t from  1500 to  1750 o r  so  can 
be c o n v e n ie n t ly ,  and more o r  l e s s  a c c u r a te ly ,  t r e a t e d  (o r  d ism is se d )  
a s  " m e r c a n t i l i s t "  th o u g h t,  w hich s t i l l  may mean som eth ing  v e ry  d i f f e r ­
e n t  to  d i f f e r e n t  a u th o r s .
A c tu a l ly ,  i t  was n o t a lw ays th e  p r e v a i l in g  p r a c t i c e  to  s e t  
Che end d a te s  o f  th e  m e r c a n t i l i s t  p e r io d  so  p r e c i s e ly  o r  u n ifo rm ly .
Edwin Cannan c la im ed  t h a t ,  " m e rc a n tilism  p ro p e r  ro s e  ab o u t th e
20b e g in n in g  o f  th e  s e v e n te e n th  c e n tu r y ."  Edgar F u rn is s  a rg u ed  t h a t
21m e r c a n t i l i s m 's  "dom inan t" p e r io d  was from  1660 to  1775. E l l
H eckscher l e f t  th e  end d a te s  more o p en , b u t in c lu d e d  many s ix te e n th  
22c e n tu ry  w r i t e r s .  F o r a  w h i le ,  some w r i t e r s  saw 1620 a s  a  d iv id in g  
20Edwin Cannan, A Review o f  Economic T hough t, (London: P . S . 
K ing and Son, L t d . ,  1929T, p . 7 .
21Edgar F u r n is s , The P o s i t io n  o f  th e  L ab o re r in  ji System  o f  
N a tio n a l is m : A S tudy  in  th e  L abor T h e o r ie s  o f  th e  L a te r  E n g lish
M e r c a n t i l i s t s ,  (New Y ork: K e lle y  and M illm an , I n c . ,  1 9 5 7 ), p . 3 .
22E l i  F . H eck sch er, M e rc a n ti l is m , 2 v o l s . ,  t r a n s l a t e d  by 
M. S h a p iro , r e v is e d  e d i t i o n ,  e d i te d  by  E . F . S o d e rlu n d , (London:
A lle n  and Unwin, 1 9 5 5 ). S ee , f o r  exam ple, H e c k sc h e r 's  many r e f ­
e re n c e s  to  A D isco u rse  on t h i s  Common Weal o f  England (1 5 4 9 ) . In  
h is  1936 a r t i c I e o n -n M e rc a n tlllsm 7 , r 'r e p r in t e d  i n  D. C. Coleman, e d . 
R e v is io n s  i n  M e rc a n til is m , (London: M ethuen and C o ., 1 9 6 9 ), p . 2 0 ,
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p o in t betw een " e a r ly "  and " l a t e "  m e r c a n t i l i s t  th o u g h t, p r im a r i ly  to  
p re se rv e  a  d i s t i n c t i o n  betw een th e  n a iv e  b u l l l o n i s t s  and th e  more 
" e n l ig h te n e d "  m e r c a n t i l i s t s  who w ro te  a f t e r  M alynes, M isse ld en  and
23
Mun. But f o r  th e  p a s t  s e v e r a l  d e c a d e s , i t  h a s  become common p ra c ­
t i c e  t o  b e  more e x a c t  i n  s e t t i n g  th e  m e r c a n t i l i s t  p e r io d  betw een 1550
24and 1775, o r som etim es 1750.
The d e s i r e  t o  s e t  such  e x a c t d a te s ,  and e s p e c ia l l y  th e  p a r­
t i c u l a r  d a te s  o f  1500 and 1775, i s  v e ry  u n d e rs ta n d a b le . I t  r e f l e c t s  
to  a  l a r g e  e x te n t  th e  m ain stream  e c o n o m is t 's  (and h i s t o r i a n 's )  d e s i r e  
to f i l l  o u t and co m p le te  what m igh t be d e s c r ib e d  a s  a  n e o c la s s ic a l  
v iew  o f  h i s t o r y .  The e v id en c e  r e q u i r e s  t h a t  m ed iev a l econom ic th o u g h t 
m ust en d , o r a t  l e a s t  w i th e r  away s h a r p ly ,  by 1500. E vidence and 
th e o ry  r e q u i r e  Adam Sm ith t o  s la y  m e rc a n ti l is m  i n  1776, a llo w in g  on ly  
f o r  a h a n d fu l o f e x c e p t io n a l  w r i t e r s  su ch  a s  C a n t i l l i o n  and th e  
P h y s io c ra ts  who b ro k e  from  m e rc a n ti l is m  b e fo re  th e  W ealth  o f  N a tio n s  
was p u b lis h e d .
H eckscher s t r o n g ly  im p lie s  t h a t  he s e t  th e  m e r c a n t i l i s t  p e r io d  from  
" th e  b e g in n in g  o f  th e  s ix te e n th  to  th e  m id d le  o f  th e  e ig h te e n th "  
c e n tu r i e s .
23See V in e r, pp. 3 -5 ;  and Max B e e r , E a r ly  B r i t i s h  Econom ics, 
(London: A l le n  and Unwin: 1 9 3 8 ), pp . 6 0 -6 1 , 74 -8 1 . B eer s e t s  t h i s  
d iv id in g  d a te  around 1650-1675.
24See W illiam  J .  Grampp, "The L ib e r a l  E lem ents in  E n g lish  Mer­
c a n t i l i s m ,  "  The Q u a r te r ly  J o u rn a l  o f  Econom ics, (1 9 5 2 ), r e p r in te d  (and 
somewhat r e v is e d )  in  h i s  Economic L ib e r a l is m , 2 v o l s . ,  (New York: 
Random H ouse, 1 9 6 5 ), pp . 4 8 -9 7 . And, s e e  Ekelund and H e b e r t , p p . 2 8 - 
29; and L a n d re th , p . 19. W illiam  R. A l le n ,  how ever, seems to  s e t  th e  
m e r c a n t i l i s t  p e r io d  from  th e  " se v e n te e n th  to  th e  e a r ly  e ig h te e n th  
c e n tu r y ,"  in  h i s  a r t i c l e  on "Modern D efen d ers  o f  M e r c a n t i l i s t  T h e o ry ,"  
H is to ry  o f  P o l i t i c a l  Economy, (1 9 7 0 ) , p .  382 .
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The o rth o d o x  h i s t o r i a n  o f econom ic th o u g h t th e n , i s  fa c ed  by
th e  problem  o f  f in d in g  f o r  th e  s ix te e n th  c e n tu ry  an  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n
w hich i s  n e i th e r  b a s i c a l l y  m ed ieval n o r u t i l i t a r i a n ,  and y e t  a ls o
a llo w s f o r  th e  h e ig h te n e d  l e v e l s  o f  econom ic in d iv id u a l is m  p o in te d
o u t by W eber, Tawney, R o b ertso n , and th e  r e s t .  Lumping a l l  economic
th o u g h t from  1500 to  1775 to g e th e r ,  in to  " th e  m e r c a n t i l i s t  p e r io d ,"
seems to  be an  obv ious s o lu t io n .  B u t, a s  seen  e a r l i e r ,  a  s im i la r
l i n e  o f  re a so n in g  h as  le d  th e  M arx is t h i s t o r i a n s  i n to  a  co n fu sed
I n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  th e  p e r io d ;  and , in  t r u t h ,  th e  p r a c t i c e  h as  made
many m ainstream  w r i t e r s  uneasy  f o r  some tim e , and c o n tin u e s  to  do 
25so  to d a y . U n fo r tu n a te ly , t h i s  a n x ie ty  h a s  n o t le d  to  any m ajor
a tte m p t to  r e fo rm u la te  o u r i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  s ix te e n th  c e n tu ry
th o u g h t; and we have even chosen  to  sweep many e a r l i e r  w arn in g s  and
co m p la in ts  a b o u t th e  p r a c t i c e  u n d er th e  b ro ad  i n t e l l e c t u a l  c a r p e t
26o f g e n e ra l  n e g le c t .
To d a te ,  in  th e  m ajo r d is c u s s io n s  o f  th e  ends o f  " th e  mer­
c a n t i l i s t  sy s te m ,"  th e  same end (o r  en d s) i s  assumed to  h o ld  f o r  th e  
e n t i r e  p e r io d .  T here  h a s  b een  some d isag reem en t a b o u t j u s t  w hat
27th o se  ends t r u l y  w ere— S chm olle r c la im ed  th e  end was s ta te m a k in g ,
^ E . g .  t L a n d re th , p . 8 .
76^ S e v e r a l  o f  th e s e  w arn ings a r e  d is c u s s e d  below , s e e  n .
33-45 .
^ S c h m o l le r ,  p p . 50 -5 1 .
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Dean Cunningham su g g e s te d  p o w e r ,H e c k s c h e r  added w e a l t h , V l n e r
arg u ed  t h a t  power and p le n ty  w ere c o -e q u a l e n d s , 30 and W illiam  Grampp
31o p ted  f o r  em ploym ent. But r e c e n t ly  no h i s t o r i a n  o f  econom ic 
th o u g h t h a s  even  c o n s id e re d  th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  d u rin g  " th e  m ercan­
t i l i s t  p e r io d "  th e  ends o f  o rth o d o x  econom ic th o u g h t c h a n g e d .^  Two
®W illiam Cunningham, The Growth o f  E n g lish  In d u s try  and 
Commerce, 2nd e d . ,  (C am bridge: Cambridge U n iv e r s i ty  P r e s s ,  1892)
I I ,  p . 16.
^ H e c k s c h e r ,  I .  p .  25 , and in  h i s  comments on V in er i n  th e  
r e v is e d  e d i t i o n .
30Jacob  V in e r , "Power V ersus P le n ty  a s  O b je c tiv e s  o f  F o re ig n  
P o lic y  i n  th e  S e v e n tte n th  and E ig h te e n th  C e n tu r ie s ,"  W orld P o l i t i c s ,  
(1 9 4 8 ).
31Grampp, p p . 56 -5 7 .
32r . h . Tawney, John  U. Nef and th e  h i s t o r i a n  C h r is to p h e r  
H i l l  have s u g g e s te d  t h a t  m e rc a n ti l is m  was som eth ing  v e ry  d i f f e r e n t  
p r i o r  to  1640 th a n  a f te rw a r d s — s e e  th e  d is c u s s io n  below . H is to r ia n  
Conyers Read once n o te d  t h a t  m e rc a n ti l is m  does n o t mean " e x a c t ly  th e  
same th in g  a t  d i f f e r e n t  t im e s ,  o r  in  d i f f e r e n t  p la c e s  a t  th e  same 
t im e ."  He even  su g g e s te d  t h a t  S ta rk e y , C row ley, W ilson  and  th e  o th e r  
Tudor re fo rm e rs  " . . .  a l l  san g  th e  same song— th e  swan song o f th e  
o ld  o r d e r . "  The p rob lem s w ith  R e a d 's  w ork a r e  t h a t :  1) i t  i s  n o t
c i t e d  any lo n g e r  by h i s t o r i a n s  o f  econom ic th o u g h t;  2) i n  h i s  b ro ad  
s ta te m e n ts  on m e rc a n ti l is m  R e a d 's  a cc o u n t i s  more l i k e  th e  s ta n d a rd  
v e r s io n s — Read c la im s  th a t
" . . .  m e rc a n ti l is m  ad v o ca ted  a  c o n t r o l le d  economy a s  a  means 
o f  p rom oting  th e  w e a lth  and power o f  th e  s t a t e  i n  th e  a g g re g a te ,  
w hereas c o l l e c t iv i s m  s t a r t s  from  th e  in d iv id u a l  and u n d e r ta k e s  to  
a p p ly  s t a t e  c o n t r o l  to  prom ote th e  w e lf a re  and h a p p in e ss  o f  th e  i n d i ­
v id u a l .  We m igh t s a y  t h a t  m e rc a n ti l is m  e x p lo i te d  th e  in d iv id u a l  to  
prom ote th e  power o f  th e  s t a t e ,  w hereas c o l l e c t iv i s m  e x p lo i t s  th e  
power o f  th e  s t a t e  i n  o rd e r  to  prom ote th e  w e lf a r e  o f  th e  in d iv id u a l ; "
and 3) Read i s  avow edly w r i t i n g  ab o u t econom ic p o l i c y ,  and 
c l e a r l y  s t a t e s  t h a t  h e  i s  n o t  c o n fu s in g  p o l ic y  w ith  th o u g h t. Conyers 
Read, " M e rc a n tilism : th e  Old E n g lish  P a t t e r n  o f  a  C o n tro l le d  Economy," 
r e p r in te d  i n  The C o n s t i tu t io n  R e c o n s id e re d , e d i te d  by Conyers Read, 
expanded and r e v is e d  e d i t i o n  by R ic h a rd  B. M o rr is , (New Y ork: H arper 
T orchbooks, 1 9 6 8 ), p p . 63 -7 7 .
H. M. R o b e r tso n , i n  h i s  A sp ec ts  o f  th e  R ise  o f  Economic 
In d iv id u a l is m  ( C l i f t o n ,  New J e r s e y :  A ugustus M. K e lle y , 1 9 7 3 ), p . 6 1 ,
17
s u r p r i s in g  th in g s  a b o u t th e  w id esp read  a c c e p ta n c e  o f  t h i s  r e c e n t  
p o s i t io n  a r e  t h a t :  1) e a r l i e r  w r i t e r s  who a r e  s t i l l  r e g u la r ly  read
i n  h i s to r y  o f  th o u g h t c o u rse s  su g g e s te d  t h a t  su ch  an  u n d e rs ta n d in g  
was n o t t r u e ,  and 2) many le a d in g  econom ic and s o c ia l  h i s t o r i a n s  
have open ly  abandoned t h i s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  in  th e  p a s t  few y e a r s .
Tawney saw th e  p roblem  w ith  th e  c u r r e n t  u n d e rs ta n d in g  of 
m e rc a n ti l is m  f i r s t  and m ost c l e a r l y .  I n  g e n e r a l  he  a rg u ed  th a t  a l l  
" ism s"  c r e a te  problem s o f I n t e r p r e t a t i o n ,  and th a t  b road  h i s t o r i e s  
o f  " ism s"  would u s u a l ly  n o t s e rv e  u s e f u l  academ ic p u rp o s e s . He w ro te  
t h a t
n o te d  t h a t  " . . .  th e  d o c t r in e s  o f  m e rc a n ti l is m  d id  n o t  rem a in  
u n ch an g ed ."  However, R o b ertso n  saw m e rc a n ti l is m , in c lu d in g  s ix t e e n th  
c e n tu ry  th o u g h t,  a s  b ased  on th e  id e a s  o f  In d iv id u a l is m  s e t  down by 
M a c h ia v e ll l  and H obbes, w hich  i s  n o t  c o m p a tib le  w ith  Tawney and N ef; 
n o r ,  i t  w i l l  be  su g g e s te d  in  C h ap te r I I ,  i s  i t  c o m p a tib le  w ith  most 
o f  th e  p rim ary  E n g lish  so u rc e s  from  th e  s ix t e e n th  c e n tu r y .  N ever­
t h e l e s s ,  R o b e r ts o n 's  more g e n e r a l  id e a  t h a t  " th e  coming o f  th e  
R en a issan ce  s t a t e  was a  much g r e a t e r  s te p  tow ard  th e  reg im e  o f  e co ­
nomic freedom  th a n  i s  a lw ays r e c o g n iz e d ,"  (p . 8 1 ) ,  w i l l  b e  su p p o r te d ; 
on t h i s  p o in t  c f .  Jo h n so n , p p . 5 , 24 , 34 -3 5 . R o b e r ts o n 's  book was 
f i r s t  p u b lis h e d  in  1933.
C h a rle s  W ils o n 's  1959 a r t i c l e ,  "The O ther F ace  of Mercan­
t i l i s m , "  r e p r in te d  in  Coleman, e d . ,  R e v is io n s  i n  M e rc a n ti l is m , was 
d i r e c te d  tow ard th e  p o s t-1 6 4 0  p e r io d .  And i n  1957 Coleman h im se lf  
b r i e f l y  c r i t i c i z e d  H e c k sc h e r 's  t r e a tm e n t  b e c a u se  i t  obscured  " th e  
c o u n te rp o in t  o f  o ld  and new c o n c e p t io n s ,"  w ith  th e  new p e r io d  s e t  
from  1650-1750. D. C. Coleman, " E l i  H eckscher and th e  Id e a  o f  Mer­
c a n t i l i s m ,"  r e p r in t e d  in  R e v is io n s  i n  M e rc a n til is m , p . 113. Even 
th e s e  l a t e s t  a r t i c l e s ,  so  r e c e n t ly  r e p r in te d  i n  a m a jo r c o l l e c t i o n  
o f  seco n d ary  s o u rc e s ,  have  f a i l e d  to  im prove g e n e r a l  a c c o u n ts  of th e  
m e r c a n t i l i s t  p e r io d .
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O bviously  th e  word 'C a p i t a l i s m ,1 l i k e  'Feudalism * and 
'M e r c a n t i l i s m , ' i s  open to  m isu se . O bv iously , th e  tim e has 
now come when i t  i s  more im p o rta n t to  d e te rm in e  th e  
d i f f e r e n t  s p e c ie s  o f C a p i ta lism , and th e  s u c c e s s iv e  
p h ases  o f  i t s  g ro w th , th a n  to  c o n tin u e  to  la b o u r  th e  
e x is te n c e  o f th e  g e n u s .33
More s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  Tawney p o in te d  o u t a d iv id in g  l i n e  betw een 
two " g e n re s " o f  m e rc a n ti l is m , i f  i t  i s  r e a l l y  u s e f u l  to  c a l l  two 
p e r io d s  o f  th o u g h t w ith  d i f f e r e n t  ends (b u t som etim es w ith  s im i la r  
means) b o th  p a r t s  o f  th e  same w hole . Tawney argued  th a t
. . . th e  word m e rc a n ti l is m  . . .  i s  a p t  to  b lu r  d i s t i n c ­
t io n s  t h a t  ought to  be  em phasized . In  England i t  was 
one th in g  b e fo re  th e  C iv i l  War, and a n o th e r  a f t e r  i t .  
B efo re  1640 i t  had been  a  p o l ic y  imposed by th e  govern ­
ment on b u s in e s s  i n t e r e s t s ;  a f t e r  i t ,  i t  becam e, to  an 
in c r e a s in g  d e g re e , a  p o l ic y  Imposed by b u s in e s s  i n t e r e s t s  
on th e  governm ent. At th e  f i r s t  p e r io d  th e  c o u rse  o f  
d o m estic  econom ic c o n d it io n s  and th e  a t te m p t to  s t a b i l i s e  
c l a s s  r e l a t i o n s  had been  f e a tu r e s  in  i t  a s  im p o rta n t as  
th e  r e g u la t io n  o f  t r a d e ;  a t  th e  seco n d , though th e  re p u ­
d i a t i o n  o f  th e  o ld e r  t r a d i t i o n  was n o t e x p l i c i t ,  a  
m i l i t a n t  M a c h tp o li t ik  in  m a tte rs  o f  commerce was accom­
p an ied  by a  la r g e  m easure o f d o c t r in e le s s  in d iv id u a lis m  
in  th e  sp h e re  o f s o c i a l  p o l i c y .34
John  U. Nef a ls o  p o in te d  tow ard t h i s  change in  s o c i a l  p o l ic y  
th a t  accom panied th e  w eakening o f  th e  E n g lish  m onarchy:
3 % . H. Tawney, R e l ig io n  and th e  R ise  o f  C a p i ta l is m , p . 3 . 
I n t e r e s t i n g l y  enough, m ost m ainstream  h i s t o r i e s  o f  " c a p i ta l is m "  a r e  
more n a rro w ly  d e f in e d  to d a y .
■^R. H. Tawney, "Review o f  England in  th e  R eign o f  C h arles  
I I , " p . 119. A p a r t  o f  t h i s  p a ssa g e  was r e c e n t ly  quo ted  by C h ris ­
to p h e r  H i l l  i n  h i s  R efo rm ation  to  I n d u s t r i a l  R ev o lu tio n  i The Making 
o f  Modern E n g lish  S o c ie ty , 1530-1780. (London: P an theon  Books, 1967) 
p . 6 , b u t  I  have  n o t s e e n  i t  quo ted  by any eco n o m ist.
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Carmarden warned th e  Queen, somewhat p r o p h e t i c a l ly ,  t h a t  
th e  s u b je c ts  m igh t pay d u t ie s  g ru d g in g ly  I f  th ey  knew 
th a t  a  la r g e  p o r t io n  o f th e  rev en u e  flow ed I n to  th e  
p o c k e ts  o f  p r iv a te  m e rc h an ts . I f  t h i s  c o n s id e r a t io n  had 
any w eig h t in  th e  o p p o s i t io n  to  th e  im p o s it io n s  o f  th e  
e a r ly  s e v e n te e n th  c e n tu ry , th e  s u b je c ts  who w ere moved 
by i t  a p p ea r to  have  leap ed  from  th e  f r y in g  pan  in to  th e  
f i r e .  By opposing  im p o s it io n s  th ey  w ere a ls o  p re v e n tin g  
th e  monarch from  becoming f i n a n c i a l l y  in d ep en d en t o f 
P a r lia m e n t. And th e  f a l l  o f  a b s o lu te  monarchy removed 
a power whose p o l i c i e s  w ere l e s s  in  harmony w ith  th e  
i n t e r e s t s  o f th e  p r in c ip a l  m erch an ts  th a n  w ere th o se
o f P a r l ia m e n t .35
I n  a n o th e r  a r t i c l e ,  Nef p o in te d  o u t t h a t  th e  p a r t i c u l a r
g en res  o f th e  " P r o te s ta n t  e th i c "  expounded by A shley  and W eber,
and w hich a r e  a l s o  im p o r ta n t to  T aw ney 's l a t e r  c h a p te r s  in  R e lig io n
and th e  R ise  o f  C a p i ta l is m , w ere a c tu a l ly  m ost a p p r o p r ia te  in
d e s c r ib in g  a t t i t u d e s  w hich g a in ed  some g e n e ra l  a c c e p ta n c e  o n ly  
36
a f t e r  1640, U n t i l  th e n ,  th e  o rth o d o x  s o c i a l  th in k e r s  and
35John  U. N ef, "R ich ard  C arm ard en 's  'C a v e a t f o r  th e  Q u e n e ," 1 
J o u rn a l  o f  P o l i t i c a l  Economy, (1 9 3 3 ), p .  41 .
3®John U. N ef, "The P r o t e s t a n t  R efo rm atio n  and th e  B ir th  o f 
I n d u s t r i a l  C i v i l i z a t i o n , "  r e p r in te d  i n  N e f 's ,  The C onquest o f  th e  
M a te r ia l  W orld, (C h icago : The U n iv e r s i ty  o f  C hicago P r e s s ,  1 9 6 4 ), 
pp . 222-223 . Nef a ls o  n o te s  th a t; Tawney was p ro b a b ly  th e  f i r s t  to  
su g g e s t t h a t
11. . . i t  i s  a t  l e a s t  as  p l a u s i b le  to  re g a rd  econom ic 
developm ent a t  t h a t  p e r io d  [E liz a b e th a n  and e a r ly  S tu a r t  England] 
a s  m odify ing  C h r i s t i a n  e t h i c a l  d o c t r in e  and m olding th e  th o u g h t and 
th e  m ora l te a c h in g  o f P r o t e s t a n t  clergym en and laym en a s  to  re g a rd  
t h a t  econom ic developm ent a s  a  re sp o n se  to  th e  te a c h in g s  o f  C a lv in 's  
d i s c i p l i n e s . " ( p .  2 2 3 ),
C f. R o b e rtso n , p p . 6 , 15 , and 37 e s p e c i a l l y .  R o b ertso n  
w ro te  t h a t , ( p . 6 ) ,
"Even i f  Weber i s  c o r r e c t  i n  h i s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  th e  
[P u r i ta n ]  d o c t r in e  [o f th e  ' c a l l i n g ' ]  i n  I t s  e ig h te e n th  c e n tu ry  
m a n i f e s t a t io n s ,  h e  i s  i n c o r r e c t  i n  p r o je c t in g  t h i s  b ack  in to  th e  
s ix te e n th  c e n tu r y ,  when th e  d o c t r in e  wore an  e n t i r e l y  d i f f e r e n t  
a s p e c t ."
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even m ost o f  th e  P u r i ta n s  defended  th e  more t r a d i t i o n a l  h ie r a rc h y  
37o f v a lu e s .  Tawney seems c l e a r l y  to  a g re e  w ith  Nef on t h i s  p o in t  
o f d a t in g  th e  e lu s iv e  r e l ig io u s  s p i r i t  w hich a c c e p te d  a  " d o c t r in e le s s  
in d iv id u a l is m ,"  as  in  th e  p a ssa g e  from  R e lig io n  and th e  R ise  o f  C ap i- 
t a l i s m  w here he w r i te s  t h a t
I t  was n o t t i l l  a  c e n tu ry  a f t e r  M a c h ia v e ll i  had em anci­
p a te d  th e  S ta te  from  r e l i g i o n ,  t h a t  th e  d o c t r in e  o f  th e  
s e l f - c o n ta in e d  d ep artm en t w ith  law s o f i t s  own b e g in s  
g e n e r a l ly  to  be  a p p lie d  to  th e  w orld  o f b u s in e s s  r e l a ­
t i o n s ,  and even in  th e  England o f  th e  e a r ly  s e v e n te e n th  
c e n tu r y ,  to  d is c u s s  q u e s t io n s  o f  economic o rg a n iz a t io n  
p u re ly  i n  term s o f  p e c u n ia ry  p r o f i t  and lo s s  s t i l l  w ears 
an a i r  o f  n o t q u i t e  r e p u ta b le  c y n ic ism .38
Tawney, draw ing p a r t l y  from  th e  economic w r i t in g s  o f  th e  
Tudor p e r io d  b u t l a r g e ly  from  econom ic h i s t o r y  as  w e l l ,  d id  d e s c r ib e  
some o f  th e  d i f f e r e n c e s  in  E n g lish  econom ic th o u g h t b e fo re  and a f t e r  
th e  E n g lish  C iv i l  War:
When th e  s ix te e n th  c e n tu ry  o p en s, n o t on ly  p o l i t i c a l  b u t  
s o c i a l  th e o ry  i s  s a tu r a te d  w ith  d o c t r in e s  drawn from  th e  
sp h e re  o f e th ic s  and r e l i g i o n ,  and economic phenomena 
a r e  e x p re ssed  i n  term s o f  p e rs o n a l  c o n d u c t, a s  n a tu r a l l y
S i g n i f i c a n t l y ,  one o f  th e  e a r l i e s t  s ta te m e n ts  o f th e  W eber-type 
" P u r i ta n  e th ic "  comes in  th e  y e a r  o f th e  l a s t  Tudor m o n arch 's  d e a th .  
T h a t, a t  l e a s t ,  i s  th e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  g iv en  by Louis B. W righ t i n  
h i s  a r t i c l e ,  "W illiam  P e rk in s :  E liz a b e th a n  A p o stle  o f  'P r a c t i c a l  
D iv in i ty ."  H u n tin g to n  L ib ra ry  Q u a r te r ly ,  (1 9 4 0 ), pp . 181-182 .
^ S e e  E. M. W. T i l l y a r d ,  The E l iz a b e th a n  World P i c t u r e , (New 
Y ork: V in tag e  Books, n . d . ) ,  p .  4 . Quoted below  on p . 36 , a t  n .  69. 
T i l l y a r d 's  book was f i r s t  p u b lis h e d  in  1943.
^®Tawney, R e l ig io n  and th e  R ise  o f  C a p i ta l is m , pp . 1 4 -1 5 .
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and In e v i ta b ly  a s  th e  n in e te e n th  c e n tu ry  e x p re ssed  them 
in  term s o f m echanism .39
D uring th e  s ix te e n th  c e n tu r y ,  Tawney n o te d ,
The s o c i a l  fu n c t io n s  m atured  w i th in  th e  C hurch, and lo n g  
i d e n t i f i e d  w ith  i t ,  a r e  t r a n s f e r r e d  to  th e  S t a t e ,  w hich 
in  tu r n  i s  id o l iz e d  a s  th e  d is p e n s e r  o f  p r o s p e r i ty  and 
th e  g u a rd ia n  o f  c i v i l i z a t i o n .
B u t, moving f u r th e r  i n t o  th e  s e v e n te e n th  c e n tu ry ,
The th e o ry  o f a  h ie r a r c h y  o f  v a lu e s ,  em bracing a l l  human 
i n t e r e s t s  and a c t i v i t i e s  i n  a  sy stem  o f w hich th e  apex  
i s  r e l i g i o n ,  i s  r e p la c e d  by th e  c o n c e p tio n  o f  s e p a r a te  
and p a r a l l e l  com partm en ts, betw een w hich  a  due b a la n c e  
sh o u ld  be  m a in ta in e d ; b u t  w hich have no v i t a l  c o n n e c tio n  
w ith  each  o t h e r . 41
39 lb id . , p . 15 . C f. H i l l ,  p p . 165-169 , who q u o te s  w ith  
a p p ro v a l (p . 167) a n o th e r  s ta te m e n t by Tawney:
"The d i f f e r e n c e  betw een  th e  England o f S h ak esp ea re , s t i l l  
v i s i t e d  by th e  g h o s ts  o f  th e  M iddle A ges, and th e  England w hich 
emerged i n  1700 . . . was a  d i f f e r e n c e  o f  s o c i a l  and p o l i t i c a l  
th e o ry  even more th a n  o f c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  and p o l i t i c a l  a rra n g em en ts . 
Not o n ly  th e  f a c t s ,  b u t  th e  m inds w hich a p p ra is e d  them , w ere p ro ­
fo u n d ly  m o d ified  . . . .  The n a t u r a l  consequence  o f  th e  a b d ic a t io n  
o f  th e  a u t h o r i t i e s  w hich had s to o d , how ever im p e r f e c t ly ,  f o r  a  
common p u rp o se  in  s o c i a l  o r g a n iz a t io n s ,  was th e  g ra d u a l d is a p p e a r ­
an ce  from  s o c i a l  th o u g h t o f  th e  id e a  o f  p u rp o se  i t s e l f .  I t s  p la c e  
i n  th e  1 8 th  c e n tu ry  was ta k e n  by th e  id e a  o f m echanism . The con­
c e p t io n  o f  men as  u n i te d  to  each  o th e r ,  and o f  a l l  mankind a s  u n i te d  
to  God, by m u tua l o b l ig a t io n s  a r i s i n g  from  t h e i r  r e l a t i o n  to  a  common 
e n d , c eased  to  be  im p ressed  on m en 's  m in d s ."
^ T aw n ey , R e l ig io n  and th e  R ise  o f  C a p i ta l is m , p . 15 .
41I b id .
22
And a g a in ,  th e  p e r io d  o f  th e  E n g lish  C iv i l  War, th e  1 6 4 0 's ,  
i s  o f  c r u c i a l  im p o rtan ce  s in c e ,
I f  th e  Church o f  th e  M iddle Ages was a  k in d  o f S t a t e ,  
th e  S ta te  o f th e  Tudors had some o f  th e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  
o f  a  Church; and i t  was p r e c i s e ly  th e  I m p o s s ib i l i ty ,  
f o r  a l l  b u t a  h a n d fu l o f  s e c t a r i e s ,  o f  c o n ce iv in g  a  
s o c ie ty  w hich t r e a te d  r e l i g i o n  a s  a  th in g  p r iv a t e ly  
v i t a l  b u t p u b l ic ly  i n d i f f e r e n t ,  w hich in  England made 
i r r e c o n c i l a b l e  th e  q u a r r e l  betw een  P u r ita n ism  and th e  
m onarchy. When th e  mass had b een  h e a te d  in  th e  fu rn a c e  
o f  th e  C iv i l  War, i t s  component p a r t s  w ere read y  to  be  
d isen g ag ed  from  each  o t h e r . 42
U n lik e  th e  M arx is t h i s t o r i a n s ,  Tawney and Nef em phasized th e  
im p o rtan ce  o f  th e  1640 's  n o t b e ca u se  o f some d o c t r in e ,  b u t  b ecau se  
o f  t h e i r  u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f th e  s o c i a l  and econom ic th o u g h t, and th e  
economic h i s t o r y ,  o f  th e  p re -a n d  p o s t-1 6 4 0  p e r io d s .  And, more 
r e c e n t l y ,  many h i s t o r i a n s  have  been  le d  to  th e  same c o n c lu s io n s . 
A ccord ing  to  one em inen t h i s t o r i a n ,  " .  . . betw een  1640 and 1660 
Europe w itn e s se d  a  s e r i e s  o f  p o l i t i c a l  r e v o lu t io n s .  W hether s u c c e s s ­
f u l  o r  n o t ,  th ey  marked a  w a te rsh e d : on th e  one s id e  i s  th e
/  O
R en a issa n c e  and on th e  o th e r  th e  Age o f  E n lig h te n m e n t."
The econom ic h i s t o r i a n s  have lo n g  re c o g n ize d  th e  s ig n i f ic a n c e  
o f  th e  1640-1660 p e r io d ,  even to  th e  p o in t  o f  o b sc u r in g  c e r t a i n
42I b i d . , p p . 13 -1 4 .
4^R oland M o u sn ie r, sum m arizing th e  p o s i t io n  o f  H. R. T rev o r-  
Roper in  " T re v o r-R o p e r 's  'G e n e ra l C r i s i s '  Symposium," i n  C r i s i s  in  
E urope, 1560-1660 , T rev o r A sto n , e d . ,  (New Y ork: Anchor B ooks, 1 9 6 7 ), 
p . 103. T re v o r -R o p e r 's  a r t i c l e ,  "The G en era l C r i s i s  o f  th e  Seven­
te e n th  C e n tu ry ,"  i s  a l s o  r e p r in te d  i n  t h i s  book.
23
p h y s ic a l  t r e n d s  o f  econom ic p ro d u c t io n ,  consum ption  and d i s t r i ­
b u t io n  th a t  w ere  p e rh ap s  n o t  d i r e c t l y  and im m ed ia te ly  r e l a t e d  to  
th e  changes i n  s o c i a l  and econom ic id e a s  t h a t  a r e  under c o n s id e r a t io n  
h e r e .  Jo an  T h ir s k  and J .  P . Cooper have  com plained  t h a t
. . . b e ca u se  o f  th e  param ount in f lu e n c e  o f  p o l i t i c a l  
e v e n ts  on th e  [s e v e n te e n th ]  c e n tu r y ,  econom ic h i s t o r i a n s  
h ave  b een  p e rsu ad ed  to  d iv id e  i t s  econom ic h i s t o r y  a lo n g  
th e  same l i n e s  . . . .  The f i r s t  p e r io d  from  1600 to  
1640 h a s  become merged w ith  th e  s ix t e e n th  c e n tu ry ;  th e  
t h i r d  p e r io d  from  1660 to  1700 h a s  been  m erged w ith  th e  
e ig h te e n th  c e n tu r y ;  and th e  econom ic developm en ts  o f  
th e  tw en ty  y e a r s  be tw een  1640 and 1660 have b een  a llow ed  
to  l i e  f o r  th e  m ost p a r t  sh rouded  i n  th e  d a rk  shadows 
c a s t  by p o l i t i c a l  i n s t a b i l i t y . 44
Such a  d i v i s io n  o f  th e  s e v e n te e n th  c e n tu ry  may b e  bad eco ­
nomic h i s t o r y ,  b u t  th e  same d i v i s io n  sh o u ld  le a d  to  a  b e t t e r  h i s to r y  
o f th o u g h t th a n  we c u r r e n t ly  have  w i th  th e  l i t e r a t u r e  on th e  o n e , 
lo n g , b a s i c a l l y  u n ch an g in g , m e r c a n t i l i s t  p e r io d .  And, even  i f  th e  
econom ic h i s t o r i a n s  do r e j o i n  th e  s e v e n te e n th  c e n tu ry  f o r  t h e i r  
p u rp o s e s , th e y  a re  n o t l i k e l y  to  r e - a d o p t  some id e a  o f  th e  m ercan­
t i l i s t  p e r io d .  As D. G. Coleman, a  le a d in g  a u th o r i ty  on th e  econom ic 
h i s t o r y  o f  th e  s i x t e e n t h  and s e v e n te e n th  c e n tu r i e s  h a s  d e s c r ib e d  i t ,  
th e  econom ic h i s t o r i a n s  a r e :
. . . moving g ra d u a l ly  away from  th e  c o n tin u e d  p u r s u i t  
o f  m e rc a n t i l is m  a s  a  th in g - i n  i t s e l f  tow ards e x am in a tio n  
o f  s p e c i f i c  a c t s ,  p e r io d s ,  p h a s e s ,  o r  a re a s  o f  governm ent
Jo an  T h ir s k  and J .  P . C ooper, e d s .»  S e v e n tee n th -C e n tu ry  
Economic D ocum ents, (O xfo rd : C la red o n  P r e s s ,  1 9 7 2 ), p .  v .
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p o lic y  in  r e l a t i o n  to  b o th  economic and s o c i a l
m a t t e r s . ^
At one tim e , Coleman was p re p a re d  to  abandon th e  term  "mer­
c a n t i l i s m "  a s  "an u n n ecessa ry  p ie c e  o f  h i s t o r i c a l  b a g g a g e . L a t e r ,  
w ith  e v id e n t r e l i e f ,  he  s im p ly  a ss ig n e d  th e  term  to  th e  h i s t o r i a n s  
o f  econom ic th o u g h t, though  he  d id  p o in t  o u t some p rob lem s w ith  th e  
term  even  th e r e .  In  h i s  in t r o d u c t io n  to  R ev is io n s  in  M e rc a n tilism . 
Coleman argued  th a t
. . . m e rc a n ti l ism  rem ain s  a  c o n v en ie n t sh o rth a n d  f o r  a  
s e t  o f  id e a s .  P o ssesse d  o f  c e r t a i n  common e le m e n ts , th ey  
n e v e r th e le s s  v a r ie d  a  good d e a l ,  by tim e and c o u n try .
T h e ir  l o g i c a l  s t r u c t u r e  and t h e i r  r e l a t i o n s h ip  to  p re ­
ced in g  and su cc e ed in g  id e a s  a re  m a tte r s  o f  s tu d y  f o r  th e  
h i s t o r i a n  o f  econom ic th o u g h t . ^
The h i s t o r i a n s  o f econom ic th o u g h t have n o t c o n s id e re d  
s e r io u s ly  enough C olem an 's f i r s t  s u g g e s t io n ,  to  dump th e  term  
"m e rca n tilism ."^ ®  But th e r e  would a d m itte d ly  be c o s ts  i n  such  a  
p ro c e d u re . The d i s c i p l i n e  does have an  " in v e s tm e n t"  i n  th e  term  
" m e rc a n tilism "  w hich i t  w i l l  n o t ,  a s  y e t ,  c o n s id e r  a  sunk  c o s t .
B u t, m ore im p o r ta n t ly ,  th e r e  a r e  common e lem en ts  in  th e  econom ic 
th o u g h t o f  th e  s ix t e e n t h ,  s e v e n te e n th  and e a r ly  e ig h te e n th  c e n tu r i e s .
^ C o le m a n , p . 10.
^®D. C. Coleman, "Labour i n  th e  E n g lish  Economy o f  th e  
S e v e n tee n th  C e n tu ry ,"  Economic H is to ry  Review, (1 9 5 6 ), p .  295.
/  7
Coleman, R e v is io n s  i n  M e rc a n ti l is m , p . 13.
^®See, how ever, Jo h n so n , p .  4 .
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D e sp ite  th e  f a c t  t h a t  th o s e  e lem en ts  in v o lv e  r e l a t i v e l y  s u p e r f i c i a l  
q u e s t io n s  c o n ce rn in g  p o l ic y  m eans» no doub t many would d e fen d  th e  
use  o f  any a v a i l a b le  i n t e l l e c t u a l  sh o rth a n d  th a t  can  h e lp  to  s im p lify  
th e  " i n f i n i t e  co m p lex ity  o f  th e  p a s t  w ith o u t ad d in g  to  th e  c o n fu s io n  
o f th e  p r e s e n t . A n d ,  p ra g m a t ic a l ly ,  i t  a p p ea rs  too  l a t e  to  e f f e c ­
t i v e l y  r i d  th e  term  from  th e  m inds of s c h o la r s  i n  s e v e r a l  f i e l d s .
So, a s  Tawney s u g g e s te d , p e rh a p s  th e  b e s t  we can  do now i s  s im p ly  t r y  
to  a v o id  m isu s in g  th e  term.'*®
T hat w i l l  n o t b e ,  and h a s  n o t b e e n , an  easy  t a s k .  One m ajor 
problem  stem s from  th e  p r a c t i c e  o f  com bining s tu d i e s  on th e  h i s to r y  
o f  id e a s  w ith  s tu d ie s  on th e  h i s to r y  o f  law , p o l i t i c s ,  and economic 
d ev elopm en t. As W illiam  Grampp n o te s :
The word 'm e rc a n tilism *  h a s  alw ays b een  used  to  
d e s c r ib e  th e  [econom ic p r a c t i c e s  o f  th e  p e r io d  and i t s  
econom ic w r i t i n g s ] ,  w hich i s  u n f o r tu n a te ,  b e ca u se  th ey  
w ere n o t  c o n s i s t e n t .  In  w hat h as  been  w r i t t e n  a b o u t 
m e rc a n ti l is m  and th e  m e r c a n t i l i s t s  r a t h e r  th a n  w hat 
h a s  been  w r i t t e n  by them , th e  a u th o r  w i l l  e x p la in ,  s a y ,  
th e  r e s t r i c t i o n  o f  im p o rts  by r e f e r r i n g  b o th  to  th e  t r a d e  
p o l ic y  o f th e  E n g lish  governm ent and to  th e  c o n c u r re n t 
d o c t r in e  o f  a  f a v o ra b le  b a la n c e  o f  t r a d e .  He w i l l  move 
in d is c r im in a te ly  among e x p re s s io n s  o f  p u b l ic  o f f i c i a l s ,  
la w s , economic t r a c t s ,  and d i s c o u r s e s .  The o bv ious 
in f e r e n c e  i s  t h a t  w hat was w r i t t e n  was a  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  
o f  w hat was do n e , and t h a t  w hat was done m ust have found 
an  a p o lo g e t ic  i n  som eth ing  o r  o th e r  t h a t  was w r i t t e n .
No one would w r i te  t h i s  way o f r e c e n t  econom ic p o l ic y .
I t  would be u n th in k a b le  to  e x p la in  th e  s t a b i l i z a t i o n  
p o l ic y  o f  th e  R ep u b lican  a d m in is t r a t io n  o f  th e  1 9 5 0 's
^ C o lem an , R e v is io n s  i n  M e rc a n ti l is m , p . 1 . 
^®See p . 1 8 , a t  n . 33 above.
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by a random re f e r e n c e  to  th e  econom ic r e p o r ts  o f  th e  
P r e s id e n t ,  th e  a c t io n s  o f  th e  F e d e ra l R eserve  B oard, 
th e  1950 p o l ic y  s ta te m e n t o f  th e  Am erican Economic 
A s s o c ia t io n , and o th e r  q u i t e  d i s c r e t e  e v e n ts .  When s tu d ie s  
o f  m e rc a n ti l is m  em ploy su ch  a  method th e y  p re s e n t  a  v iew  
t h a t  i s  q u i t e  m is ta k e n .51
B u t, a t  th e  o th e r  e x tre m e , when th e  h i s to r y  o f  id e a s  h a s  been  
s tu d ie d  w ith  to o  l i t t l e  a t t e n t i o n  g iv e n  to  m ajor s o c i a l  ch an g es , th e  
r e s u l t s  have been  no b e t t e r . 52 E n g lish  s c h o la r  L ou is  B. W righ t d i s ­
cu ssed  t h i s  p rob lem , w hich c l e a r l y  does e x p la in  a  p a r t  o f  how th e  
c o n ce p t o f " th e  m e r c a n t i l i s t  p e r io d "  d e v e lo p e d , a t  a  R en a issan ce  
C onference h e ld  in  1940. W righ t n o te d  th a t
By and l a r g e ,  s o c i a l  h i s t o r i e s  a s  th e y  e x i s t  to d ay  do 
th e  p e rso n  who i s  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  d e t a i l e d  id e a s  v e ry  
l i t t l e  good . . . .  The g e n e r a l  t r e a t i s e s  ra n g e  up 
and down and u se  an  i l l u s t r a t i o n  o f  a  mood dom inant 
in  1580-90 f o r ,  s a y , 1620. C e r ta in  fu n d am en ta l a t t i ­
tu d e s  may be  th e  sam e, b u t  o th e r s  a r e  v a s t l y  d i f f e r e n t .
I t  would h e lp  i f  th e r e  w ere some way by w hich we co u ld  
r e a l i z e  th e  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  ev ery  few y e a r s , o r  ta k e  in to  
a cc o u n t th e  g r e a t  u p h e a v a ls  t h a t  in f lu e n c e  a  p a r t i c u l a r  
p e r io d .  In  s o c i a l  h i s t o r y  and th e  h i s t o r y  o f  id e a s ,  
th e r e  i s  th e  ten d en cy  to  f o r g e t  ch ro n o lo g y  and to  p u rsu e  
naked id e a s  w ith o u t re g a rd  f o r  th e  m o d if ic a t io n s  t h a t  
come w ith  th e  p a ssa g e  o f tim e . We a l l  need to  r e a l i z e  
more k e e n ly  th e  co m p lex ity  o f  th e  age t h a t  we s e t  o u t 
to  s tu d y  and to  c u l t i v a t e  a  g r e a t  aw areness o f  th e  s u b t le  
changes t h a t  each  g e n e r a t io n  b r in g s  a b o u t . 53
^ G ram p p , Economic L ib e ra l is m , I , p p . 48 -49 .
5 ^see  D eRoover, p p . 184-185 , who s a id  sim ply  t h a t  " in  
d e a l in g  w ith  th e  h i s t o r y  o f  econom ic th o u g h t,  i t  i s  n o t  enough 
to  know th e  w r i t i n g s  o f  th e  e c o n o m is ts ; one m ust a l s o  know some­
th in g  a b o u t th e  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  fram ew ork and th e  s o c i a l  env ironm ent 
o f  th e  p e r io d ."
^^L ouis B. W rig h t, i n  th e  "R en a issan ce  C onference" sum­
m arized  in  th e  H u n tin g to n  L ib ra ry  Q u a r te r ly , (1 9 4 0 ), p .  174 .
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C o n clusions
The id e a  o f th e  m e r c a n t i l i s t  p e r io d  o b scu re s  s e v e r a l  funda­
m en ta l d i s t i n c t i o n s  t h a t  h i s t o r i a n s  o f  economic th o u g h t sh o u ld  be 
m aking. In  p a r t i c u l a r ,  th e  b a s ic  d i f f e r e n c e s  in  E n g lish  economic 
th o u g h t b e fo re  and a f t e r  th e  E n g lish  C iv i l  War a r e  ig n o re d .
Even i f  th e  s tu d ie s  on m e rc a n ti l ism  and th e  r i s e  o f  economic 
in d iv id u a lis m  a r e  re a d  to g e th e r ,  no s y s te m a t ic ,  re a so n a b ly  com plete  
p i c tu r e  o f  p o s t-R e fo rm a tio n  Tudor econom ic th o u g h t i s  dev e lo p ed  t h a t :
1) makes th e  d i s t i n c t i o n  betw een  w hat econom ic p o l i c i e s  w ere ad o p ted  
and w hat p o l i c i e s  th e  le a d in g  economic w r i t e r s  w ere  s u p p o r t in g ;  2) 
p r e s e n ts  a  c l e a r  p i c tu r e  o f  th e  ends o f  Tudor econom ic th o u g h t to  
re c o g n iz e  S ch u m p e te r 's  p o in t  t h a t  th e  Tudor w r i t e r s  d id  n o t  b e l ie v e  
th ey  w ere d e fe n d in g , o r  a rg u in g  f o r ,  a  " t r a n s i t i o n a l "  sy stem  o f  eco­
nomic a rra n g em en ts ; 3) e v a lu a te s  th e  p o s i t i v e  th o u g h t o f  th e  Tudor 
w r i t e r s  in  te rm s o f  i t s  c o m p a t ib i l i ty  w ith  th e  t r u e  ends o f  th e  Tudor 
p e r io d ;  4) exam ines to  w hat e x te n t  th e  th o u g h t o f  t h i s  p e r io d  i s  
u n ch an g in g , p o in t in g  o u t w h ich  w r i t e r s  m ig h t b e  c a l l e d  m ain stream  
th in k e r s  ( i f  a n y ) , and w hich  w r i t e r s  ( i f  any) w ere moving a g a in s t  
t h a t  s tre a m ; 5) e x p lo re s  th e  in d e b te d n e s s  o f  th e  Tudor economic 
w r i t e r s  to  e a r l i e r  w r i t e r s ,  and t h e i r  in f lu e n c e  on th o s e  t h a t  fo llo w e d , 
and; 6) d is c u s s e s  th e  r e le v a n c e  o f  th e  id e a s  o f  th e  Tudor w r i t e r s  f o r  
ou r own econom ic and s o c i a l  th o u g h t to d a y .
I t  sh o u ld  b e  q u i t e  p o s s ib le  to  d ev e lo p  a  s tu d y  to  m eet th e s e  
s i x  p o in t s .  T here  w ere  o n ly  f i v e  o r  s i x  m ajo r p o s t-R e fo rm a tio n
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Tudor a u th o rs  whose Id e a s  w ere l a r g e ly  econom ic in  n a tu r e —
p  /
S ir  Thomas S m ith , Thomas S ta rk e y , D r. Thomas W ilso n , G erard  de
55M alynes an d , p e rh a p s , R obert H itch co ck  and Clem ent A rm strong .
T here w ere numerous m inor w r i t e r s ,  and w r i t e r s  who touched  on economic 
p o in ts  even though t h e i r  p rim ary  i n t e r e s t s  w ere i n  such  f i e l d s  as  
p o l i t i c s ,  r e l i g i o n ,  law , o r  even  l i t e r a t u r e .  In c lu d e d  in  t h i s  group 
o f w r i t e r s  would be  su ch  f ig u r e s  a s  F ra n c is  Bacon, Thomas Becon,
Roger B ie s to n , Lord B u rg h ley , R obert C row ley, S i r  Thomas E ly o t ,  Simon 
F is h ,  Gresham, John  H a le s , W illiam  H a r r is o n , John Howe, Hugh L a tim e r, 
Thomas L e v e r, Thomas Lodge, Thomas L u p s e t, John  M arsto n , S i r  R ichard  
M orison , M ile s  M osse, Thomas Nash, S i r  G eorge Pecham, James P e e le ,  
W illiam  P e r k in s ,  S i r  Hugh P l a t t ,  John  P o n e t, John  R a s t e l l ,  N ich o las  
R id le y , N ic h o la s  S a u n d e rs , Henry S m ith , John  Stow , P h i l ip  S tu b b e s , 
R o b ert T h o rn e , W illiam  T u rn e r , W illiam  T y n d a le , N ic h o las  U d a ll ,  John 
W h ee le r, and Thomas W ilson  ( th e  nephew o f  S i r  Thomas W ils o n ) . T here 
a r e ,  o f  c o u rs e , s e v e r a l  anonymous w orks a l s o  to  be c o n s id e re d .
Which o f  th e s e  m inor w r i t e r s  m ust b e  c o n s id e re d  d ep en d s , o f 
c o u rs e ,  on th e  n a tu re  o f  th e  s tu d y  a t  h an d . And, o f  c o u rs e , a l l  o f
^ S m i t h 's  p o s i t i o n  a s  a  m ajo r econom ic w r i t e r  d ep en d s , p r i ­
m a r ily  , on h i s  l i k e l y  a u th o rs h ip  o f  A D isc o u rse  o f  th e  Common Weal 
o f  T h is  Realm o f  E n g lan d . See Mary Dewar1s e d i t i o n  o f  t h i s  w ork on 
th e  q u e s t io n  o f  a u th o r s h ip ,  ( C h a r l o t t e s v i l l e :  U n iv e r s i ty  o f  V irg in ia  
P r e s s ,  196 9 ).
S^De M alynes ' e a r ly  w o rk s , E n g la n d 's  v ie w , in  th e  unm asking 
o f two p a rad o x es  . . . . , A t r e a s t i s e  o f  th e  c a n k e r  o f  E n g la n d 's  
commonwealth, and S a in t  George f o r  E n g land , a l l e g o r i c a l l y  d e s c r ib e d  
. . . , w ere p u b lis h e d  by 1603.
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th e  works o f  a l l  o f  th e s e  w r i t e r s  a r e  n o t w id e ly  a v a i l a b l e .  B u t, 
th e re  i s  no re a so n  why a  s ta te m e n t on th e  g e n e ra l  n a tu re  o f  Tudor 
econom ic th o u g h t can n o t b e  p re s e n te d  in c lu d in g  some e v a lu a t io n  o f th e  
p la c e  o f th e  m ajo r w r i t e r s  in  t h a t  th o u g h t, and even some c a te g o r iz a ­
t io n s  o f  th e  more i n t e r e s t i n g  m inor w r i t e r s  and t r a c t s .
The s tu d y  can  be m anageable enough to  i n d ic a te  w here a t t i ­
tu d e s  have  s h i f t e d ,  and w here th e y  rem ain  unchanged. B u t, more 
im p o r ta n t ly ,  su ch  a  s tu d y  m ust c o n c e n tr a te  on r e - e s t a b l i s h i n g  th e  
a s p e c ts  o f  Tudor econom ic th o u g h t w hich make t h a t  th o u g h t an  id e n ­
t i f i a b l e  g e n re  o f  m e rc a n ti l is m , fu n d a m e n ta lly  d i f f e r e n t  th a n  th e  
th o u g h t o f  th e  E n g lish  m e rc a n ti l is m  o f  th e  p o s t-1 6 4 0  p e r io d .  I t  
i s  e s s e n t i a l  t h a t  a t  l e a s t  t h i s  d i s t i n c t i o n  be made i f  th e  id e a  o f  
" m e rc a n t i l i s m "  i s  to  be  u sed  in  th e  s tu d y  o f th e  h i s t o r y  o f  economic 
th o u g h t. W ithou t th e  d i s t i n c t i o n ,  th e  co n cep t o f  m e rc a n ti l is m  
f u r t h e r  o b scu re s  and c o n fu se s  th e  co m p lex ity  o f  th e  p a s t ,  and makes 
i t  v e ry  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  p a r t  o f th e  p a s t  to  show i t s  
t r u e  v a lu e  to  th e  p r e s e n t .
To th e  e x te n t  t h a t  Tudor econom ic th o u g h t p ro v es  to  be  u n iq u e , 
and u n l ik e  th e  th o u g h t o f  m e d ie v a l, c a p i t a l i s t ,  M arx ian , o r  w hat i s  
u s u a l ly  th o u g h t o f  a s  m e r c a n t i l i s t  th o u g h t, i t  c an  b e  p ro p e r ly  e v a l­
u a te d  f o r  i t s  p o t e n t i a l  v a lu e  and s e r v ic e  to  modern econom ic th o u g h t. 
At p r e s e n t ,  i t  h a s  n o t even  been  e s t a b l i s h e d  w h e th e r Tudor economic 
th o u g h t i s  c o m p a tib le  and g e n e r a l ly  s u p p o r t iv e  o f  m odern economic 
th o u g h t, o r  opposed to  o u r c u r r e n t  c o n c e p tio n s  o f  th e  n a tu r e  and r o l e  
o f  econom ics.
CHAPTER I I
MERCANTILISM AND THE GREAT CHAIN OF BEING
The heavens th e m se lv e s , th e  p l a n e t s ,  and t h i s  c e n tr e  
O bserve d e g re e , p r i o r i t y ,  and p la c e ,
I n s i s t u r e ,  c o u rs e , p r o p o r t io n ,  s e a s o n , form ,
O f f ic e ,  and custom , i n  a l l  l i n e  o f  o rd e r .
And th e r e f o r e  i s  th e  g lo r io u s  p la n e t  S o l 
In  n o b le  em inence e n th ro n 'd  and s p h e r 'd  
A m idst th e  o th e r ,  whose m e d ic in a b le  eye 
C o rre c ts  th e  i l l  a s p e c ts  o f  p la n e t s  e v i l  
And p o s ts  l i k e  th e  commandment o f a  k in g ,
Sans check  to  good and b ad . But when th e  p la n e t s  
I n  e v i l  m ix tu re  to  d is o r d e r  w ander,
What p la g u e s  and w hat p o r t e n t s ,  w hat m u tin y ,
What ra g in g  o f  th e  s e a ,  sh ak in g  o f  e a r t h ,
Commotion i n  th e  w in d s , f r i g h t s , c h an g e s , h o r r o r s ,
D iv e r t  and c ra c k ,  ren d  and d e r a c in a te
The u n i ty  and m a rrie d  calm  o f  s t a t e s
Q u ite  from  t h e i r  f i x t u r e !  Oh, when d e g re e  i s  shaked
Which i s  th e  la d d e r  to  a l l  h ig h  d e s ig n s ,
The e n t e r p r i s e  i s  s ic k !  How co u ld  co m m unities , 
D egrees in  sc h o o ls  and b ro th e rh o o d  i n  c i t i e s ,  
P e a c e fu l commerce from  d iv id a b le  s h o r e s ,
The p r im o g e n itiv e  and due  o f  b i r t h ,
P r e r o g a t iv e  o f  a g e , crow ns, s c e p t r e s ,  l a u r e l s ,
But by d e g re e , s ta n d  i n  a u th e n t ic  p la c e ?
Take b u t  d eg ree  away, u n tu n e  t h a t  s t r i n g ,
And h a rk ,  w hat d is c o rd  fo l lo w s . Each th in g  m eets 
I n  m ere oppugnancy. The bounded w a te rs  
Should l i f e  t h e i r  bosoms h ig h e r  th a n  th e  sh o re s  
And make a  sop  o f  a l l  t h i s  s o l id  g lo b e .
S tre n g th  sh o u ld  b e  lo r d  to  im b e c i l i ty ,
And th e  ru d e  son  s t r i k e  h i s  f a t h e r  d ead .
F o rce  sh o u ld  be r i g h t ,  o r  r a t h e r ,  r i g h t  and w rong, 
Between whose e n d le s s  j a r  j u s t i c e  r e s i d e s ,
Should lo s e  t h e i r  nam es, and so  sh o u ld  j u s t i c e  to o .  
Then e v e ry th in g  in c lu d e s  i t s e l f  in  pow er,
Power i n to  w i l l ,  w i l l  I n to  a p p e t i t e ,
And a p p e t i t e ,  a  u n iv e r s a l  w o lf ,
So doub ly  seconded w ith  w i l l  and pow er,
Must make p e r f o r c e  a  u n iv e r s a l  p re y ,
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And l a s t  e a t  up h im s e l f , G rea t Agamemnon, 
T his c h ao s , when d e g re e  i s  s u f f o c a t e ,
Follow s th e  ch o k in g .
And t h i s  n e g le c t io n  o f d e g re e  i t  i s
T hat by a pace  goes backw ard , w ith  a p u rp o se
I t  h a th  to  c lim b .
—W illiam  S h ak esp ea re , 
T r o i lu s  and C re s s id a ,
( I . ,  i i i ,  85-129)
T h is famous p a ssa g e  i s  p ro b a b ly  th e  m ost f r e q u e n t ly  c i t e d  
s ta te m e n t on th e  Tudor c o n c e p tio n  o f  o r d e r .  I t  i s  quo ted  by h i s ­
to r i a n s  and , o f  c o u rs e , by s tu d e n ts  o f  l i t e r a t u r e ;  i t  i s  se ldom , i f  
e v e r ,  m entioned  by h i s t o r i a n s  o f  econom ic th o u g h t .■*** T hat i s  u n fo r­
tu n a te ,  s in c e  S h akespeare  a p p a r e n t ly  u sed  th e  p a ssa g e  p r im a r i ly  to  
rem ind an  a u d ien c e  o f young, s k e p t i c a l  l a w y e r s ^  o f th e  I n t e l l e c t u a l  
p o s i t io n  w hich had l a i d  b eh in d  s o c i a l  th o u g h t th ro u g h o u t m ost o f  th e  
Tudor p e r io d ,  b u t w hich  w as, by t h i s  p o in t  in  S h a k e sp e a re 's  c a r e e r ,  
in  d e s p e ra te  need o f  s t ro n g  d e fe n d e rs .
T h is  t r a d i t i o n a l  p o s i t i o n  was made up o f  many f a m ila r  id e a s — 
id e a s  w hich had  been  f o r  a  lo n g  p e r io d  o f  tim e  w id e ly  u sed  and
-*®Nor i s  th e  p a ssa g e  from  S i r  Thomas E l y o t 's  The Boke Named 
th e  G o v ern o r, (London: J .  M. D ent and C o ., 1 9 2 8 ), p .  3 , w hich  f o r e ­
shadowed S h a k e sp e a re 's  p a s s a g e : " . . .  ta k e  away o rd e r  from  a l l
th in g s  w hat sh o u ld  th e n  rem ain? C e r te s  n o th in g  f i n a l l y ,  e x c e p t some 
man would im ag ine  e f  ts o n e s  C haos. . . . 11
■^See P e te r  A le x an d e r, " T ro i lu s  and C re s s id a , 1 6 0 9 ,"  The 
L ib r a r y , F o u r th  S e r i e s ,  (1 9 2 8 ), p p . 278-279; and H aro ld  N. H i l le b ra n d ,  
T r o i lu s  and C r e s s id a : A New V ariorum  E d i t io n , ( P h i la d e lp h ia :  J .  B. 
L ip p in c o t t  C o ., 1 9 5 3 ), p p . 3 5 3 f f .  E rn e s t  Crosby d e s c r ib e d  th e  sp eech  
a s  "a  lo n g  p a n e g y r ic  upon a u t h o r i t y ,  ra n k  and d e g re e , w hich may be 
ta k e n  a s  S h a k e sp e a re 's  c o n fe s s io n  o f  f a i t h . "  "S h ak esp eare  and th e  
W orking C la s s e s ,"  r e p r in te d  i n  T o ls to y  on S h a k e sp e a re , (London:
E v e r e t t  and C o ., 1 9 0 2 ), p p . 82 -113 .
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a c c e p te d . These Id e a s  and t h i s  t r a d i t i o n a l  o v e r a l l  p o s i t io n  w ere 
n o t ,  how ever, an im p o r ta n t p a r t  o f E l i  H e c k sc h e r 's  u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f 
w hat was m eant by s o c i a l  o rd e r  in  s ix te e n th  c e n tu ry  E ngland .
M e rc a n tilism , H eckscher w ro te , " . . .  was d i r e c te d  tow ard 
l i b e r t y ,  and on a cc o u n t o f  i t s  g e n e ra l  econom ic ten d en cy  p r im a r i ly  
tow ard econom ic l i b e r t y . H e  added , i n  1936, th a t
The rem ark ab le  f e a tu r e  o f t h i s  c o n c e p tio n  was i t s  
fundam en ta l concord  w ith  t h a t  o f l a i s s e z - f a i r e ; so  t h a t ,  
w h ile  m e rc a n ti l ism  and l a i s s e z - f a i r e  w ere each  o t h e r 's  
o p p o s ite s  in  p r a c t i c a l  a p p l ic a t io n  and economic th e o ry  
p ro p e r ,  th e y  w ere l a r g e ly  based  upon a  common c o n c e p tio n  
o f s o c ie ty .
The im p o rtan ce  o f t h i s  "consnon c o n c e p tio n  o f  s o c ie ty "  was n o t 
to  be u n d e re s tim a te d  s in c e ,  H eckscher b e l ie v e d ,  u n d er m e rc a n ti l is m  i t  
r e s u l t e d  i n  a  n a tu r a l l y  c r u e l  economic sy stem . As H eckscher e x p la in e d
. . .  i t  was p r e c i s e ly  t h i s  g e n e r a l  m e r c a n t i l i s t  concep­
t i o n  o f  s o c ie ty  w hich  le d  s ta te sm e n  to  even  g r e a te r  
r u th le s s n e s s  th a n  would have b een  p o s s ib le  w ith o u t th e  
h e lp  o f  su ch  a  c o n c e p tio n ; f o r  though th e y  had r a t i o n a l i z e d  
away th e  w hole s o c i a l  h e r i t a g e ,  th e y  had n o t a r r iv e d  a t  
a  b e l i e f  i n  an  immanent s o c i a l  r a t i o n a l i t y .  Thus th ey  
b e lie v e d  th em se lv es  j u s t i f i e d  in  t h e i r  in te r f e r e n c e  an d , 
i n  a d d i t io n ,  b e l ie v e d  in  i t s  n e c e s s i ty  w ith o u t b e in g  h e ld  
b ack  by a  r e s p e c t  f o r  su ch  i r r a t i o n a l  f o r c e s  as  t r a d i t i o n ,  
e t h i c s ,  and r e l i g i o n .  The h u m a n ita r ia n  o u tlo o k  was 
e n t i r e l y  a l i e n  to  them , and in  t h i s  th ey  d i f f e r e d  fu n d a m e n ta lly
5&See T i l l y a r d ,  and th e  d is c u s s io n  below .
^ H e c k s c h e r ,  M e rc a n ti l is m , I I ,  p .  273.
^ H e c k s c h e r ,  " M e rc a n til is m ,"  r e p r in te d  i n  D. C. Coleman, e d . ,  
R ev is io n s  i n  M e rc a n til is m , p . 31 .
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from  w r i t e r s  and p o l i t i c i a n s  l i k e  Adam S m ith , M alth u s, 
Bentham, R o m illy , and W ilb e r fo rc e .61
I n  o th e r  w ords, th e  m e r c a n t i l i s t s  o u t-d ism a le d  th e  d ism a l 
s c i e n t i s t s .  To b e  p a in s ta k in g ly  f a i r  to  H eck sch er, he  d id  p o in t  o u t 
t h a t
The d e s c r ip t io n s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  common i n  th e  s ix te e n th  
c e n tu ry  o f  th e  economic in te rd e p e n d e n c e  o f  v a r io u s  coun­
t r i e s  on a cc o u n t o f th e  d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  a l lo tm e n t o f  th e  
m a te r ia l  g i f t s  o f  n a tu r e ,  o c c a s io n a l ly  In c lu d e  a  r e a l l y  
lu c id  id e a  o f  th e  economic fu n c t io n  o f  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
d iv i s io n  o f  la b o u r , and a r e  p ro b a b ly , a t  l e a s t  to  some 
e x t e n t ,  to  be  d e r iv e d  from  th e  r e l i g i o u s  and e t h i c a l  
h e r i t a g e  o f  th e  M iddle A g e s . 62
H eckscher a ls o  re c o g n iz e d  t h a t  th e  " c a n o n ic a l m ed iev al con­
c e p t io n  . . opposed to  ta k in g  i n t e r e s t  on "m oral and r e l i g io u s  
g rounds . . . s t i l l  f lo u r i s h e d  a t  a  c o m p ara tiv e ly  l a t e  p e r io d  [a s ]  
may be se e n  c l e a r l y  in  Thomas W ils o n 's  D isco u rse  Upon U sury . "63 
At one p o in t ,  when H eckscher d is c u s s e d  th e  grow th  o f th e  " r a t io n ­
a lis m "  w hich " . . .  e x p re ssed  i t s e l f  in  r e f e re n c e s  to  n a tu r e , 
he  even  commented th a t
61I b i d . , p . 3 3 . I t  i s  n o t  c l e a r  t h a t  even  m ost eco n o m ists  
would c o n s id e r  e t h i c s  an  " i r r a t i o n a l "  f o r c e ,  b u t  t h a t  i s  a n o th e r  
m a t t e r .
62H eckscher, M e rc a n til is m , I I . ,  p .  278.
63I b i d . , I I ,  p p . 286-287.
6^ I b i d . ,  I I ,  p . 308. H eckscher*s em phasis i s  g iv e n .
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N atu re  was co n ce iv ed  a s  a f a c to r  w hich a ls o  in f lu e n c e d  
th e  s o c i a l  s p h e re , s o c i a l  l i f e  b e in g  p la c e d  p a r a l l e l  to  
th e  p h s y ic a l  l i f e  o f  th e  in d iv id u a l ;  and s o c ie ty  was re g a rd ed  
as  a  body w ith  f u n c t io n s  s im i la r  to  th o se  o f  th e  p h y s ic a l  
body. The l a t t e r  c o n c e p tio n  was l in k e d  to  o ld  t r a d i t i o n s ,  
and even e a r ly  i n  th e  s ix te e n th  c e n tu ry  th e s e  t r a d i t i o n s  
d e te rm in ed  th e  form  ta k e n  by th e  d i s c u s s io n s .  S ta rk e y , f o r  
in s ta n c e ,  in  h i s  d ia lo g u e  betw een  C a rd in a l P o le  and Thomas 
L u p se t was as  t i r e l e s s  a s  he  was tire so m e  in  making u se  o f  
t h i s  k in d  o f  m e tap h o r,65
But H eckscher made i t  c l e a r  i n  la y in g  o u t h i s  id e a  o f  " th e  
m e r c a n t i l i s t  c o n c e p tio n  o f  s o c i e t y , "  w hich  was c l e a r l y  in te n d e d  to  
co v er m ost p o s t-R e fo rm a tio n  Tudor econom ic th o u g h t, t h a t
The p o in t  i n  w hich th e  b re a c h  betw een m e rc a n ti l ism  
and th e  m ed iev a l o u tlo o k  was w id e s t  and m ost d e c is iv e  was 
c e r t a i n l y  i n  th e  dom ain o f  th e  e t h i c a l .  We may say  t h a t  
th e  m e r c a n t i l i s t s  w ere am oral i n  a  tw o -fo ld  s e n s e , b o th  
i n  t h e i r  aim  a s  a ls o  in  th e  means f o r  th e  a t ta in m e n t o f  
t h e i r  en d s . T h is  tw o -fo ld  a m o ra li ty  a ro s e  from  t h e i r  
w id esp read  I n d i f f e r e n c e  tow ards m ankind, b o th  in  i t s  
c a p a c i ty  a s  a  re a s o n in g  a n im a l, a s  a l s o  in  i t s  a t t i t u d e  
tow ards th e  e t e r n a l . 66'
The w hole ten d en cy  o f  m e rc a n ti l is m  made econom ic p o l ic y  
a n ta g o n i s t i c  to  th e  ch u rch  and p r ie s th o o d  and on th e  o th e r  
hand b ro u g h t th e s e  i n to  h a rn e s s  a g a in s t  m e r c a n t i l i s m . 6 7
A s tu d y  o f  th e  seco n d a ry  works on th e  Tudor c o n c e p tio n  o f 
s o c i a l  o r d e r ,  and more im p o r ta n tly  a  s tu d y  o f  th e  p rim ary  so u rc e s  on
65 i b i d . My em phasis i s  g iv e n  to  i n d ic a te  t h a t  H eckscher 
th o u g h t th e  "o ld  t r a d i t i o n "  was c l e a r l y  m ed iev a l and somewhat ana­
c h r o n i s t i c  by th e  e a r ly  s ix t e e n t h  c e n tu r y .
66 I b i d . ,  I I ,  p .  2 8 5 .
6 7 I b i d . ,  I I ,  p .  3 0 2 .
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Tudor economic th o u g h t, w i l l  make i t  c l e a r  t h a t  H eckscher*s id e a s  
on th e  m e r c a n t i l i s t  c o n c e p tio n  o f  s o c ie ty  a r e  s im p ly  n o t a p p l ic a b le  
to  Tudor econom ic th o u g h t. T h is , i n  t u r n ,  c o n s t i t u t e s  a n o th e r  b a s ic  
argum ent f o r  n o t  u s in g  some s i m p l l s l t i c  id e a  o f  th e  m e r c a n t i l i s t  
p e r io d  to  co v e r th e  e n t i r e  h i s t o r i c a l  p e r io d  from  1500-1775. I t  a ls o  
p ro v id e s  a p ro p e r  fo u n d a tio n  o f  m a te r ia l  to  u se  i n  p la c in g  and e v a l­
u a t in g  Tudor econom ic th o u g h t in  te rm s o f i t s  u s e f u ln e s s  to d a y , i t s  
im p o rtan ce  in  th e  developm ent o f  econom ics as  an  autonomous s c ie n c e ,  
and a l l  o f  th e  o th e r  u s u a l  co n cern s  o f  th e  h i s t o r i a n s  o f  economic 
th o u g h t. L eav ing  H eckscher a s id e  f o r  th e  moment, a  new s t a r t  can be 
made.
The Tudor C oncep tion  o f S o c ie ty
The Tudor id e a  o f o rd e r  was n o t  fu n d am en ta lly  new, and indeed  
th e  id e a  was under a c t i v e  a t t a c k  by th e  end o f  th e  s ix te e n th  c e n tu ry . 
A gain , i n  d i s c i p l i n e s  o th e r  th a n  th e  h i s to r y  o f  econom ic th o u g h t, i t  
i s  commonplace now to  s e e  th e  o ld  sy stem  o f  id e a s  g iv in g  way under 
th e  d iv e r s e  b u t  alw ays d is u n ify in g  in f lu e n c e s  o f  th e  R efo rm a tio n , 
M a c h ia v e l l i ,  C o p ern icu s , and expanding  com m ercial i n t e r e s t s .  Even­
t u a l l y  th e  o ld  sy stem  c o l la p s e d — lo o k in g  backw ard i t  i s  tem p tin g  to  
s e e  t h a t  c o l la p s e  a s  i n e v i t a b l e .  Rut i t  can  n o t have  seemed 
i n e v i t a b l e  t o  th e  Tudor w r i t e r s  who, d e s p i t e  t h e i r  many co m p la in ts  
a b o u t how t h e i r  s o c i a l  and econom ic system s w ere fu n c t io n in g  in  
p r a c t i c e ,  r e p e a te d ly  defended  t h e i r  c o n c e p tio n  o f o rd e r  and t h e i r  
m onarchs* d u ty  to  p re s e rv e  t h a t  o r d e r .  Most o f  th e  Tudor w r i t e r s
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d id  n o t s e e  th e m se lv e s , a s  Pope, S w if t ,  and B o lingb roke  would more
th a n  a  c e n tu ry  l a t e r ,  a s  a  d i s s e n t in g  m in o r i ty  g ro u p , a rg u in g  a g a in s t
68th e  c o r ru p t io n  o f  th e  Crown and th e  m asses a l i k e .  I n s te a d ,  a s  
E.M.W. T i l ly a r d  has s u g g e s te d , r e p r e s e n ta t iv e s  from  th e  m ost d iv e r s e  
e lem en ts  o f Tudor s o c ie ty  h e ld  many t r u t h s  in  common. T i l ly a r d  con­
s id e r e d  th e  c h ru ch  and th e  c o u r t :
. . . th e  P u r i ta n s  and th e  c o u r t i e r s  w ere more u n i te d  
by a  common th e o lo g ic a l  bond th a n  th e y  w ere d iv id e d  
by e t h i c a l  d is a g re e m e n ts . They had  in  common a  mass 
o f b a s ic  a ssu m p tio n s  a b o u t th e  w o rld , w h ich  th e y  n e v e r 
d is p u te d  and whose im p o rtan ce  v a r ie d  in v e r s e ly  w ith  t h i s  
v e ry  m eagreness o f  c o n t r o v e r s y .69
The b a s ic  a ssu m p tio n s  t h a t  l a i d  beh in d  th e  Tudor c o n c e p tio n  
o f  o rd e r  w ere  e x p re sse d  many w ays—som etim es in  s ta te m e n ts  on 
harmony o r  w ith  im ages o f  a  cosm ic d a n ce . M ost d i r e c t l y  and p o p u la r ly ,  
o rd e r  was e x p la in e d  by th e  Tudor w r i t e r s  w ith  th e  image o f th e  G rea t 
C hain o f B eing . T i l ly a r d  e x p la in e d  t h a t
T h is  m etaphor se rv e d  to  e x p re s s  th e  u n im ag in ab le  
p le n i tu d e  o f  G od 's  c r e a t i o n ,  i t s  u n f a l t e r in g  o r d e r ,  
and i t s  u l t im a te  u n i t y .  The c h a in  s t r e t c h e d  from  
th e  f o o t  o f  G od 's th ro n e  to  th e  m eanest o f In an im a te  
o b j e c t s .  Every sp ec k  o f  c r e a t io n  was a  l i n k  i n  th e  
c h a in . .  . .^0
6®See T i l l y a r d ,  p .  26 , f o r  a  b r i e f  s ta te m e n t on some o f th e  
d i f f i c u l t i e s  t h a t  t ro u b le d  id e a s  o f  s o c i a l  o rd e r  i n  th e  e ig h te e n th  
c e n tu ry .
^ I b i d . ,  p . 4.
70I b i d . , p p . 2 5 -2 6 .
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I n  th e  G rea t C h ain , man was se e n  a s  a  l i n k  f i rm ly  s e t  midway 
betw een th e  b e a s ts  and th e  a n g e ls ,  in  a  scheme w here d is o r d e r  in  any 
one group im m ed ia te ly  u p s e t  th e  o rd e r  o f  a l l  th e  o th e r  l in k s  i n  th e  
C hain . T h is  u n iv e r s a l  o rd e r  and in te rd e p e n d e n c e  was m ir ro re d  in  human 
s o c ie ty ,  w here each  s o c i a l  f u n c t io n  form ed a  p a r t i c u l a r  l i n k  In  a 
g r e a te r  c h a in  o f  s o c i a l  o r d e r .  As in  th e  G rea t C hain o f  B eing , th e  
c h a in  o f  s o c i a l  o rd e r  was d is tu r b e d  th ro u g h o u t by any d i s r u p t io n  in  
any o f th e  p a r t i c u l a r  s o c i a l  g roups t h a t  r e p re s e n te d  a  l i n k  in  th e  
c h a i n . D i s o r d e r  in  th e  s o c i a l  c h a in  d is tu r b e d  th e  o rd e r  o f  th e  
G rea t C hain , c r e a t in g  c o n fu s io n  and d is o r d e r  in  n a tu re  and heaven  
a l i k e .  I n  s h o r t ,  i n  t h i s  scheme s o c i a l  and econom ic a rran g em en ts  
had a  c o sm o lo g ica l s ig n i f i c a n c e .
A c tu a l ly ,  th e  l e s s  p o e t ic  Tudor w r i t e r s  g e n e r a l ly  d e sc r ib e d  
s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s h ip s  u s in g  th e  m etaphor o f  a  s o c i a l  "body" o r  
o rgan ism . W hitney R. D. J o n e s , in  d is c u s s in g  a  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t u r ­
b u le n t  p h ase  o f  Tudor s o c i a l «and econom ic th o u g h t, comments t h a t
I f  th e  m id-Tudor i d e a l  o f  th e  Commonwealth emerged from  
th e  c o n ju n c tio n  o f  fo r c e s  and c irc u m sta n c e s  [ a s s o c ia te d  
w ith  th e  econom ic, s o c i a l ,  r 'e l i g io u s ,  and c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  
c r i s e s  o f  th e  E n g lish  R e fo rm a tio n ] , i t  i s  e q u a lly  t r u e  
t h a t  t h i s  developm ent o c c u rre d  w i th in  th e  c o n te x t  o f  
t r a d i t i o n a l  th o u g h t. I t  i s  sym bolic  t h a t  th e  i d e a l  o f 
th e  Commonwealth was so  f r e q u e n t ly  r e l a t e d  to  th e  com­
p l e t e l y  m ed iev a l a n a lo g y  o f  th e  body p o l i t i c .  T h is
■^This Id e a  e x p la in s  s e v e r a l  o f  th e  m ost p o w erfu l p a ssa g es  
in  M acbeth, and a ls o  a  w e l l  known p a ssa g e  from  R ich ard  H o o k e r 's  
Laws o f  E c c l e s i a s t i c a l  P o l i t y ,  quo ted  by T i l l y a r d , p . 16 .
38
d e v ic e  was ad m irab ly  s u i t e d  b o th  to  th e  c o n t in u i ty  and 
to  th e  m etam orphosis o f  econom ic and s o c i a l  th o u g h t a t  
t h i s  tim e . P e r s e  i t  e x p re sse d  th e  m ed iev a l i d e a l  o f 
an o rg a n ic  s o c i e ty ,  and se rv e d  b o th  f o r  e x p o s i t io n  o f 
th e  s o c i a l  and econom ic v a lu e s  in h e r i t e d  from  m edieval 
r e l i g io u s  te a c h in g  and f o r  c r i t i c i s m  o f th e  i l l s  o f  th e  
body p o l i t i c  and o f  th e  sh o rtco m in g s  o f  i t s  v a r io u s  
members. Y et a t  th e  same tim e  in c r e a s in g  em phasis upon 
th e  power and d u t ie s  o f  th e  head  co u ld  e x p re ss  growing 
r e a l i z a t i o n  o f  th e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  o f  th e  p r in c e  in  
econom ic and s o c i a l  s p h e re s ,  and o f  th e  t r a n s f e r  to  th e  
s e c u la r  r u l e r  o f  th e  onus o f  en fo rcem en t o f  th e  d e s ir e d
code o f  c o n d u c t .^2
The c o rp o re a l  a n a lo g y , w hich  u s u a l ly  d e s c r ib e d  th e  P r in c e  
a s  th e  head  o f th e  body p o l i t i c ,  w orkers  as  th e  s tom ach , and s o ld i e r s  
a s  th e  arm s, l e g s ,  hands o r  f e e t , ^  was used
. . .  i n  o rd e r  to  s t r e s s  th e  m u tua l in te rd e p e n d e n c e  o f 
a l l  th e  members o f  th e  body p o l i t i c ,  and to  e x p la in  and 
j u s t i f y  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  ra n k , o f  f u n c t io n ,  and o f rew ards 
. . . .  Equal s t r e s s  was l a i d  upon th e  sinew s o f  obe­
d ie n c e ,  th ro u g h  w hich  th e  w hole body was d i r e c t e d ,  and 
upon th e  f o l l y  o f  f e e t  o r  le g s  s e t t i n g  th em selv es  up 
a g a in s t  th e  h ead . At th e  same tim e , th e  h ig h e r  members 
w ere  w arned n o t to  d i s d a in  th e  l e s s e r ;  even  th e  v e ry  
poor w ere n e c e s s a ry  members o f  a  C h r is t ia n  body p o l i t i c . 74
F erguson  makes a  s im i l a r  p o in t  i n  d is c u s s in g  how economic 
a n a ly s is  was in f lu e n c e d  by th e  Tu'dor w o rld  v iew , i n  say in g  th a t
72w h itn e y , R. D. J o n e s , The Tudor Commonwealth, 1529-1559, 
(London: A th lo n e  P r e s s ,  1 9 7 0 ), p . 13. C f. R. H. Tawney, quo ted  on 
p . 21 a t  n . 40 abo v e.
^ S h a k e s p e a re  u se s  th e  same image th ro u g h o u t C o r io la n u s , f o r  
exam ple s e e  ( I ,  i ,  1 0 8 -1 6 2 ).
^ J o n e s ,  p . 15 .
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I t  i s  h a rd  f o r  a  m odem  p e rs o n , accustom ed to  th in k in g  
o f cau se  and e f f e c t ,  o f  ' l i n e a r '  r e l a t i o n s h i p s ,  to  a p p re ­
c i a t e  how l i t t l e  m eaning su ch  r e l a t io n s h ip s  had to  th e  
m ed iev a l mind and how s a t i s f y i n g  i t  found th o se  ' l a t e r a l *  
r e l a t io n s h ip s  b ased  on s i m i l a r i t y  and r e f l e c t i o n .  R en a issan ce  
Englishm en co n tin u e d  to  e n v isa g e  a l l  c r e a te d  th in g s  a s  in  
one way o r  a n o th e r  r e f l e c t i n g  th e  d iv in e  p u rp o se  and in  
th e  p ro c e s s  p r e s e n t in g  a  com plex s e r i e s  o f  d iv in e ly  o rd a in e d  
com parisons. And th e  u se  o f  sym bo ls, so  I n v e te r a te  a  p a r t  
o f  m ed iev a l th o u g h t, s t i l l  ten d ed  to  c a l l  a t t e n t i o n  to  
p a r a l le l i s m s  r a th e r  th a n  c a u s a l  c o n n e c tio n s . R e la t io n s h ip s  
o f  t h i s  s o r t  w ere w i th in  th e  fram ew ork o f a  P r o v id e n t ia l  
h i s t o r y ,  e s s e n t i a l l y  s t a t i c .  S t a t i c  a l s o  was th e  id e a  o f 
s o c ie ty  a s  an o rgan ism  i n  w hich  each  member has i t s  a p p o in te d  
p la c e  and f u n c t io n .  And i t  i s  a l s o  p ro fo u n d ly  c o n s e rv a t iv e ,  
f o r  p la c e  m ust be  m a in ta in e d  and fu n c t io n  d u t i f u l l y  perfo rm ed  
i f  th e  w hole body i s  to  be  k e p t in  h e a l t h . 75
The id e a  o f th e  body p o l i t i c  was o b v io u s ly  c o m p a tib le  and 
c o n s i s te n t  w i th  th e  id e a s  t h a t  a r e  sum m arized in  th e  image of th e  
G rea t Chain o f  B e i n g . T h e  econom ic and s o c i a l  th o u g h t o f  a  p e r io d  
th a t  u se s  e i t h e r  o r  b o th  o f th e s e  im ages sh o u ld  be  e x p ec te d  to  
r e f l e c t  th e  "w orld  p i c tu r e "  and c o n c e p tio n  o f o rd e r  t h a t  th o s e  images 
d e p ic t .  Most t r e a tm e n ts  o f S c h o la s t ic  econom ic th o u g h t have  t r a ­
d i t i o n a l l y  a c c e p te d  t h i s  p o in t .  The l i t e r a t u r e  on Tudor econom ic 
th o u g h t, how ever, h a s  d ev o ted  l i t t l e  a t t e n t i o n  to  t h i s  g e n e ra l  s e t  
o f  i d e a s . ^  T h is  i s  p e rh ap s  b ecau se  o f th e  a p p a re n t p a rad o x  in v o lv ed
^ A r th u r  g . F e rg u so n , The A r t i c u l a t e  C it iz e n  and th e  E n g lish  
R en a issa n c e , (Durham, N .C .: Duke U n iv e r s i ty  P r e s s ,  1 9 6 5 ), p . 203.
^ S e e ,  f o r  exam ple, T i l l y a r d ,  p . v i i i .
^ F o llo w in g  De R oover, Jo se p h  J .  S p en g le r does b r i e f l y  men­
t io n  th e  m ed iev a l h e r i t a g e  o f  s ix t e e n t h  t e n tu r y  econom ic th o u g h t in  
h i s ,  " M e r c a n t i l i s t  and P h y s io c r a t ic  Growth T h e o ry ,"  i n  B e r t F . 
H o s e l i t z ,  e d . ,  T h e o rie s  o f  Economic G row th, (New Y ork: The F ree  P r e s s ,  
1 9 6 0 ), p . 8 . And, Jacob  V in e r d is c u s s e d  th e  G re a t C hain o f  Being
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i n  c la im in g  t h a t  th e  G rea t Chain o f B eing image i s  co m p atib le  w ith  
b o th  m ed ieval econom ic th o u g h t and Tudor econom ic th o u g h t, w hich i s  
a d m itte d ly  o f te n  more s e c u la r  and even c a p i t a l i s t i c  i n  n a tu re  th an  
s c h o la s t i c  th o u g h t. T h is a p p a re n t pa rad o x  can be  re s o lv e d  sim ply  
by u n d e rs ta n d in g  two d i f f e r e n t  t r a d i t i o n s  o f th o u g h t a s s o c ia te d  w ith  
th e  G rea t Chain o f  B eing , b o th  o f w hich  w ere d is c u s s e d  by A rth u r 0 . 
Lovejoy in  1936.^®
The G rea t Chain o f Being and Economic Thought
The G re a t C hain o f  B eing was
. . . u n t i l  n o t much more th a n  a  c e n tu ry  ag o , p ro b ab ly  
th e  m ost w id e ly  f a m i l i a r  c o n c e p tio n  o f th e  g e n e ra l  
scheme o f  t h i n g s , o f th e  c o n s t i t u t i v e  p a t t e r n  o f  th e  
u n iv e r s e ;  and a s  su ch  i t  n e c e s s a r i ly  p re d e te rm in ed  
c u r r e n t  id e a s  on many o th e r  m a t t e r s .79
C oncern ing  econom ic m a t te r s ,  th e  id e a  o f  th e  Chain co u ld  be 
i n t e r p r e t e d  i n  two b a s i c a l l y  d i f f e r e n t  w ays. I n  m ed iev a l th o u g h t a  
g u id in g  p r i n c i p l e  ad o p ted  by many le a d in g  th in k e r s  was
and i t s  e f f e c t  on s o c i a l  th o u g h t i n  v e ry  g e n e ra l  te rm s , b u t  w ith  
a p p ro p r ia te  r e f e re n c e s  to  th e  work o f A rth u r L ovejoy , in  h i s  The 
R ole o f  P ro v id en c e  i n  th e  S o c ia l  O rd e r , ( P h i la d e lp h ia : Am erican 
P h i lo s o p h ic a l  S o c ie ty ,  1972).
78A rth u r  0 . L o vejoy , The G re a t C hain o f B eing , (Cam bridge: 
H arvard  U n iv e r s i ty  P r e s s ,  1 9 6 6 ). T h is  book i s  b ased  on Lovejoy*s 
p r e s e n ta t io n  o f th e  W illiam  Jam es L e c tu re s ,  d e l iv e r e d  a t  H arvard  
i n  1933.
^ I b i d . ,  p . v i i .  L ovejoy*s em phasis i s  g iv e n .
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. . . th e  b e l i e f  t h a t  b o th  th e  g e n u in e ly  ' r e a l '  and th e  
t r u l y  good a r e  r a d i c a l l y  a n t i t h e t i c a l  in  t h e i r  e s s e n t i a l  
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  to  a n y th in g  to  be  found in  roan 's n a tu r a l  
l i f e ,  in  th e  o rd in a ry  c o u rse  o f  human e x p e r ie n c e , however 
n o rm a l, however i n t e l l i g e n t ,  and however f o r tu n a t e .  The 
w orld  we now and h e re  know—v a r io u s ,  m u ta b le , a  p e r p e tu a l  
f lu x  o f s t a t e s  and r e l a t i o n s  o f  th in g s ,  o r  an e v e r - s h i f t i n g  
p h an tasm ag o ria  o f  th o u g h ts  and s e n s a t io n s ,  each  o f  them 
la p s in g  in to  n o n e n t i ty  in  th e  v e ry  moment o f  i t s  b i r t h — 
seems to  th e  o th e rw o r ld ly  mind to  have no s u b s ta n c e  in  
i t ;  th e  o b je c t s  o f  se n se  and even  o f  e m p ir ic a l  s c i e n t i f i c  
knowledge a r e  u n s ta b le ,  c o n t in g e n t ,  f o r e v e r  b re a k in g  down 
l o g i c a l l y  in to  m ere r e l a t i o n s  to  o th e r  th in g s  w hich when 
s c r u t in iz e d  p ro v e  e q u a l ly  r e l a t i v e  and e l u s i v e . 80
T his " o th e r w o r ld l in e s s ,"  when e x p re sse d  u s in g  th e  image o f
th e  G rea t C h ain , le d  s o c i a l  th in k e r s  to  d w e ll upon " . . .  th e  g o a l
o f  th e  'way u p , '  o f  t h a t  a sc e n d in g  p ro c e s s  by w hich  th e  f i n i t e  s o u l ,
tu rn in g  from  a l l  c r e a te d  th in g s ,  to o k  i t s  way b ack  to  th e  im m utable
01
p e r f e c t io n  in  w hich a lo n e  i t  c o u ld  f in d  r e s t . "  The m ed iev a l
w r i t e r s  a c c e p te d , a s  d id  "a lm o st a l l  W estern  p h ilo s o p h e rs  f o r  more
th a n  a  m ille n n iu m ,"  t h a t  th e  f i n a l  good f o r  man, " c o n s is te d  i n  some
82mode o f  a s s im i la t io n  o r  ap p ro x im a tio n  to  th e  d iv in e  n a t u r e . "  In
th e  "o th e rw o rd ly "  t r a d i t i o n ,  th e  p ro p e r  modes o f  a c h ie v in g  t h i s
good w ere " c o n te m p la tio n  o r  a b s o r p t io n ,"  and w ere  to  be  acco m plished
by a sc e n d in g  e v e r  so  g ra d u a lly  up th e  G re a t C hain o f  Being to  a  God
63who was th e  " a p o th e o s is  o f  u n i ty ,  s e l f - s u f f i c i e n c y ,  and q u ie tu d e ."
80I b i d . , p . 25.
81I b i d . , p . 83.
82I b i d . , p . 82 .
83I b id .
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The s o c ia l  and econom ic e ffe cC s  o f  t h i s  o th e rw o r ld l in e s s  a re
n o t o f  d i r e c t  co ncern  h e re  ex cep t to  p o in t  o u t ,  a s  Lovejoy d id ,  t h a t ,
" . . .  o th e rw o r ld l in e s s  h as  alw ays been  com pelled  in  p r a c t i c e  to  make
te rm s w ith  t h i s  w orld  and has o f te n  been in s tru m e n ta l  to  ends fo r e ig n
84to  i t s  p r i n c i p l e s . "  In  th e  m ed iev a l p e r io d ,  th e  o th e rw o r ld ly  o f te n
rem ained in  th e  m o n a s te r ie s .  But o u ts id e  o f  th e  m o n aste ry  " te rm s"
w ere reach ed  to o —more e a s i l y  and q u ie t ly  in  some tim e s  and p la c e s
85th a n  in  o th e r s .  S t i l l ,  i t  i s  Im p o rtan t n o t to  o v e re s t im a te  th e  
p r a c t i c a l  in f lu e n c e  o f  th e  " o th e rw o r ld ly "  t r a d i t i o n  a s s o c ia te d  w ith  
th e  id e a  o f  th e  G rea t C hain o f  B e in g , and to  remember t h a t ,  e s p e c i a l l y  
when such  id e a s  a re  p r im a r i ly  s tu d ie d ,  ta u g h t ,  and defended  by an e l i t e  
b u t v e ry  sm a ll m in o r i ty ,
. . . th e  g e n e ra l  c h a r a c te r  and to n e  o f  a  s o c ie ty  in  w h ich ,
a t  l e a s t  n o m in a lly , an  o th e rw o r ld ly  p h ilo so p h y  i s  w id e ly  
a c c e p te d  o r  o f f i c i a l l y  dom inant i s  l i t t l e  a f f e c te d  by 
t h a t  c irc u m s ta n c e . The s p e c ta c le  o f  m ed iev a l E u ro p e, o r  
o f  In d ia  b e f o r e ,  and even s in c e ,  i t s  in f e c t io n  w ith  th e  
W estern  p lag u e  o f  n a t io n a l is m , i s  s u f f i c i e n t  ev id en ce  to  
th e  contrary .® ®
The w r i t e r s  o f  th e  English^ R en a issan ce  d id  c o n tin u e  to  u se  th e  
image o f  th e  G rea t C hain o f  B eing an d , e s p e c ia l l y  in  econom ic and 
s o c i a l  t r a c t s ,  th e  image o f  th e  body p o l i t i c  was u sed  e x te n s iv e ly .
84I b i d . , p .  28 .
85 S ee , f o r  exam ple, B ria n  P u l l a n 's  d is c u s s io n  o f  th e  
" f l a g e l l a n t "  movements in  h i s  R ich  and Poor in  R en a issan ce  V e n ic e , 
(C am bridge: H arvard  U n iv e r s i ty  P r e s s ,  1 9 7 1 ), pp . 3 7 -4 0 , 630 and 640 
e s p e c i a l l y .
88L o v e jo y , p .  28.
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These id e a s  w ere s t i l l  m ean in g fu l and im p o r ta n t a t  th e  end o f  th e
Tudor p e r io d , and a s  T i l ly a r d  p o in te d  o u t ,  "The g re a tn e s s  o f  th e
E liz a b e th a n  age was t h a t  i t  c o n ta in e d  so much o f  new w ith o u t b u r s t in g
87th e  n o b le  form  o f  th e  o ld  o r d e r . "  The new, in  te rm s o f  th e  image
o f  th e  body p o l i t i c ,  in v o lv e d  an in c r e a s in g ly  im p o r ta n t r o le  f o r  th e
88" h e a d ,"  th e  M onarchy, in  econom ic a f f a i r s .  But more im p o r ta n t ,  
b ecau se  o f  th e  g e n e r a l  n a tu r e  o f  th e  changes in v o lv e d , w ere th e  modi­
f i c a t i o n s  t h a t  were made in  th e  u se s  o f  th e  image o f  th e  G reat Chain 
o f  B eing .
The i d e a l  o f  a sc e n d in g  th e  C h a in , em phasiz ing  th e  con tem pla­
t i v e  l i f e  and th e  " o th e rw o r ld ly "  u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f  th e  w o rld  d is c u s s e d
89ab o v e , "dom inated  European th o u g h t down to  th e  R e n a is s a n c e ."  D uring
90th e  R e n a is sa n c e , a d i f f e r e n t  t r a d i t i o n  "comes f u l l y  i n to  i t s  ow n."
T h is  t r a d i t i o n  s t r e s s e d  w hat L ovejoy  te rm ed  th e  " p r in c ip l e  o f  p l e n i -
91tu d e ,"  and th e  i d e a l  o f  i m i t a t i o  d e l . Both o f  th e s e  c o n ce p ts  
em phasized , i m a g i s t i c a l l y , movements down th e  G rea t C hain . The 
p r in c ip l e  o f  p le n i tu d e  a t  i t s  c o re  i s  an e x p re s s io n  o f  g r a t i t u d e  f o r  
and a c c e p ta n c e  o f  th e  c r e a t io n  o f  man and th e  u n iv e r s e ,  in c lu d in g  
b o th  th e  s p i r i t u a l  and m a te r i a l  re a lm s . The "mode" o f  "ap p ro x im a tio n "  
was m ost f r e q u e n t ly  d e f in e d  a s  an  i m i t a t i v e  and a c t i v e  p ro c e ss
® ^ T illy a rd , p . 8 .
88See p . 21 a t  n .  4 0 , and p . 37 -38  a t  n .  72 abo v e.
89L o v e jo y , p . 84 .
90
I b i d . ,  p .  86 .
^ I b i d . , p p . 8 6 , 8 2 , and s e e  n .  95 b e low .
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em phasiz ing  th e  k in s h ip  o f  th e  work o f  th e  a r t i s t ,  th e  c ra f ts m a n , th e  
husbandman and t h e o r e t i c a l l y  even  th e  i n d u s t r i a l i s t ,  w ith  th e  d iv in e  
o f f i c e  o f  c r e a t io n .  God, a s  u n d e rs to o d  in  t h i s  t r a d i t i o n ,  r e p r e ­
s e n te d  th e  a p o th e o s is  o f  " d i v e r s i t y ,  s e l f - t r a n s c e n d e n c e ,  and 
f e c u n d i ty ,"  a  God who was " .  . . th e  so u rc e  and th e  in fo rm in g  energy
o f  t h a t  d e scen d in g  p ro c e ss  by w hich b e in g  flow s th ro u g h  a l l  th e  le v e l s
92o f  p o s s i b i l i t y  down to  th e  v e ry  lo w e s t ."
The p r i n c i p l e  o f  p le n i tu d e ,  and t h i s  a l t e r n a t i v e  u n d e rs ta n d in g
o f  God, had been  t e n t a t i v e l y  e x p re sse d  by A quinas and o th e r  m ed iev a l
w r i t e r s ;  b u t th e  id e a s  and " th e  scheme o f  v a lu e s  i m p l i c i t  i n  th e
p r in c ip l e  o f  p le n i tu d e  . . . "  w ere " . . .  f o r  th e  m ost p a r t ,  u n -
93d ev elo p ed  in  m ed iev a l p h ilo so p h y  and r e l i g i o n . "  The R e n a is sa n c e , 
i n  E ngland a s  w e l l  a s  on th e  C o n tin e n t, m arked th e  p e r io d  o f  change 
to  th e  new id e a s  o f  p le n i tu d e  and a c t i o n .  The E n g lish  R en a issan ce  
w r i t e r s , though  th e y  m a in ta in e d  and p e rh a p s  even ex ten d ed  th e  t r a ­
d i t i o n a l  C h r i s t i a n  v iew  o f  w o rld  o rd e r  by a p p ly in g  th e m se lv e s  to  
p r a c t i c a l  p rob lem s and i s s u e s  to  a  g r e a t e r  e x te n t  th a n  most o f  th e  
m ed iev a l w r i t e r s ,  w ere c o n s c io u s ly  aw are o f  th e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e i r  
w o rld  was ch an g in g — chang ing  in  p a r t  becau se  th e  hum an ist t r a d i t i o n
94c a l l e d  on men to  p a r t i c i p a t e  in  and re fo rm  th e  e x i s t i n g  s o c i a l  o r d e r .  
T h e ir  l im i t e d  d is c u s s io n s  o f  m ed iev a l th o u g h t ( f o r  th e  m ost p a r t  th e y
92I b i d . , p p . 8 2 -8 3 .
93I b i d . , p . 85 .
9^ F erg u so n , "The Tudor Commonweal and th e  Sense o f  C hange,"
p. 1 1 .
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p r e f e r r e d  to  b a se  t h e i r  w r i t in g s  on th e  work o f  th e  a n c ie n ts  o r ,  
where C h r i s t i a n  id e a s  w ere c o n ce rn e d , d i r e c t l y  on p a ssa g es  from th e  
B ib l e ) , o f te n  s i m p l i s t l c a l l y  d ism is se d  th e  "o th e rw o rld ly "  view  by 
d e s c r ib in g  a l l  m ed iev al th o u g h t a s  an ex trem e r e j e c t i o n  o f  th e  c re a te d  
w o rld .
The changes i n  econom ic and s o c i a l  th o u g h t a s s o c ia te d  w ith  
th e  s h i f t  from th e  " o th e rw o r ld ly "  t r a d i t i o n  to  th e  c e le b r a t io n  o f 
th e  id e a  o f  p le n i tu d e  w ere n a t u r a l l y  im p o r ta n t s in c e
The one program  demanded a  w ith d raw a l from  a l l  'a t t a c h ­
ment to  c r e a t u r e s '  and c u lm in a ted  in  th e  e c s t a t i c  c o n tem p la tio n  
o f  th e  i n d i v i s i b l e  D iv ine  E sse n c e ; th e  o th e r  . . . summoned 
men to  p a r t i c i p a t e ,  in  some f i n i t e  m easu re , in  th e  c r e a t iv e  
p a s s io n  o f  God, to  c o l la b o r a t e  c o n sc io u s ly  i n  th e  p ro c e sse s  
by w hich th e  d i v e r s i t y  o f  th in g s ,  th e  f u l l n e s s  o f  th e  u n i­
v e r s e ,  i s  a c h ie v e d . I t  . . . found th e  b e a t i f i c  v is io n  in  
th e  d i s i n t e r e s t e d  jo y  o f  b e h o ld in g  th e  sp le n d o r  o f  th e  
c r e a t io n  o r  o f  c u r io u s ly  t r a c in g  o u t th e  d e t a i l  o f  i t s  
I n f i n i t e  v a r i e t y ;  i t  . . . p la c e d  th e  a c t i v e  l i f e  above 
th e  c o n te m p la tiv e ; and i t  . . . co n ce iv ed  o f  th e  a c t i v i t y  
o f  th e  c r e a t iv e  a r t i s t ,  who a t  once lo v e s ,  i m i t a t e s ,  and 
augm ents th e  'o r d e r l y  v a r io u s n e s s ' o f  th e  s e n s ib le  w o rld , 
a s  th e  mode o f  human l i f e  m ost l i k e  th e  d i v i n e .95
A gain , i t  i s  im p o r ta n t to  rem ind o u rs e lv e s  t h a t  th e  " g e n e ra l
c h a r a c te r  and to n e  o f  s o c ie ty "  was* n o t d r a m a tic a l ly  in v e r te d  by t h i s
new i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  th e  G reat C hain o f  B ein g , p r im a r i ly  b ecau se  th e
m ed iev a l w r i t e r s  and p o l i t i c a l  a u t h o r i t i e s  had been r a th e r  s e n s ib le
96in  ch o o sin g  how to  e x p re s s  t h e i r  " o th e rw o r ld ly "  fram e o f  m ind. What
95L o vejoy , p . 8 4 .
96See p . 4 2 , a t  n .  86 abo v e.
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was to  p rove  more Im p o rtan t in  te rm s o f  th e  g e n e ra l  c h a r a c te r  o f  
s o c i e ty ,  and even in  te rm s o f  th e  developm ent o f  econom ics a s  an 
autonomous s c ie n c e ,  was th e  e v e n tu a l  abandonment o f  th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  
co n ce p tio n  o f  o r d e r ,  and th e  s y s te m a tic  e f f o r t  to  s t r i p  a l l  e t h i c a l  
c o n te n t from  th e  modern s o c i a l  s c ie n c e s .  But t h a t  i s  a p a r t  o f  
a n o th e r ,  o r  a t  l e a s t  a  l a t e r  s t o r y .
In  Tudor England th e  em phasis in h e re n t  in  th e  p r in c ip le  o f  
p le n i tu d e  and th e  id e a  o f  moving down th e  G rea t Chain o f  B eing was 
n e v e r  seen  a s  a  te rm in a t io n  o r  fu n dam en ta l r e v i s io n  o f  C h r is t ia n  
m o ra l th o u g h t. The s p i r i t u a l  d an g e rs  o f  c o v e to u sn e ss , g re e d , a v a r ic e  
and p r id e  w ere denounced j u s t  a s  h a r s h ly  in  th e  Tudor p e r io d  a s  in  
th e  m idd le  a g e s . And th e  Tudor econom ic w r i t e r s  r e l i e d  a t  l e a s t  a s  
o f te n  on a C h r i s t i a n  se n se  o f  d u ty  to  God and c o u n try  to  r e p r e s s  
p o t e n t i a l l y  a n t i - s o c i a l ,  s e l f - i n t e r e s t e d  b e h av io u r a s  th e y  d id  on 
c o m p e titio n  as  a  means o f  c h a n n e lin g  s e l f - i n t e r e s t  in to  s o c i a l l y  
d e s i r a b le  av en u es .
To s e e  how th e  r e v is e d  C hain o f  B eing image d id  in f lu e n c e  
Tudor econom ic th o u g h t— a t  once em phasiz ing  man’s n a tu re  a s  a  
c r e a t i v e ,  a c t i v e  p a r t i c i p a n t  in  t h i s  w orld  and y e t  s im u lta n e o u s ly  
s t r e s s i n g  r e l i g i o u s  and s o c i a l  l i m i t s  to  t h a t  a c t i v i t y — a l l  t h a t  needs 
to  be done i s  to  re a d  th e  p rim ary  l i t e r a t u r e  w ith o u t o v e r-em p h asiz in g  
th e  Im p o rtan ce  o f  th e  p a ssa g e s  on th e  b a la n c e  o f  t r a d e ,  exchange r a t e s ,  
e n c lo s u r e s ,  and o th e r  " m e r c a n t i l i s t "  q u e s t io n s .  In  o th e r  w o rd s , b e fo re  
c o n s id e r in g  th e  p o l ic y  means su g g e s te d  by th e  Tudor w r i t e r s ,  we m ust 
pay some a t t e n t i o n  to  t h e i r  e n d s .
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As T i l ly a r d  s u g g e s te d , th e s e  ends w ere rem ark ab ly  s im i la r
97a c ro s s  d i f f e r e n t  g ro u p s o f  Tudor w r i t e r s ;  and s u r p r i s in g ly  enough, 
th e  ends rem ained  v i r t u a l l y  unchanged a c ro s s  th e  d i f f e r e n t  g e n e r a t io n s  
o f  Tudor w r i t e r s .  T hat does n o t mean th a t  th e r e  a r e  n o t im p o rta n t 
in te r g e n e r a t io n a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  to  be  n o te d , b u t th o s e  d i f f e r e n c e s  
g e n e r a l ly  do n o t r e l a t e  to  th e  m a t te r  o f  e n d s , o r  to  th e  ty p e  o f  th e  
econom ic q u e s tio n s  t h a t  th e s e  w r i t e r s  w ere ex am in in g . F erguson  shows 
th a t
Men o f  d i f f e r e n t  g e n e r a t io n s  and d iv e r s e  b ack g ro u n d s, 
from  Mbre o f  p re -R e fo rm a tlo n  days to  Sm ith o f  th e  mid­
c e n tu r y ,  from h u m an is ts  l i k e  S ta rk e y  and E ly o t to  re fo rm in g  
d iv in e s  l i k e  L a tim e r , L e v e r , and H ooper, from  A rm strong , 
th e  b u s in e s s  man, to  C row ley , th e  s o c i a l  g o s p e le r ,  th e s e  
men w ere a l l  d e ep ly  t r o u b le d  by th e  p roblem s a f f e c t in g  th e  
w e lfa re  o f  th e  E n g lish  community. They a c c o rd in g ly  e x p lo re d  
w ith  a n x io u s  co n ce rn  th e  p ro c e s s  o f  change th e y  saw going  
on around  them : th e  r i s e  i n  p r i c e s  and th e  p r e v a i l in g
'd e a r t h , '  e n c lo s u re s  and th e  v a g a r ie s  o f  f o r e ig n  t r a d e ,  
s o c ia l  u n r e s t  and th e  p rob lem  o f  th e  abbey la n d s ,  p o v e rty  
th a t  seemed o n ly  to  in c r e a s e  i n  th e  fa c e  o f  p le n ty  and 
.crim e t h a t  fo llo w e d  c lo s e  on th e  h e e ls  o f  p o v e r ty .* 8
C e r ta in ly  th e  a n a l y t i c a l  a b i l i t i e s  o f  th e  w r i t e r s  d id  v a ry  
s i g n i f i c a n t l y  o v e r  th e  p e r io d ,  and F erguson  p o in ts  o u t t h a t ,  " S o c ia l  
a n a ly s i s  o f  an  in c r e a s in g ly  p e n e t r a t in g  c h a r a c te r  . . . becomes one 
o f  th e  m ost c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  and s i g n i f i c a n t  c o n t r ib u t io n s  o f  th e
97See p . 3 6 , a t  n .  69 above.
98F e rg u so n , The A r t i c u l a t e  C i t iz e n  and th e  E n g lish  R e n a is sa n c e ,
p . 364.
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99e a r ly  Tudor c o m n e n ta to rs . "  In  f a c t ,  F erguson  w ent so f a r  a s  to  
c la im  th a t
A f te r  th e  D isc o u rse  o f  th e  Common Weal i t  rem ained  
o n ly  f o r  l a t e r  t h e o r i s t s  to  f i l l  i n  th e  o u t l i n e s  th e r e in  
draw n, n o t o f  an o rg an ism  governed  by th e  u n iv e r s a l  p r in ­
c ip l e s  o f  j u s t i c e  a c c e p te d  and a n a ly z e d  w ith  t y p i c a l  s u b le ty  
by th e  m ed iev a l sc h o o l m en, b u t o f  an econom ic mechanism 
im p e lle d  by p a r t i c u l a r ,  o f te n  v a r i a b l e  f o r c e s ,  n a tu r a l  in  
o r ig i n  and o b s e r v a b le ,  im p e rso n a l and am o ra l, y e t  s u b je c t  
to  th e  i n t e l l i g e n t  d i r e c t i o n  o f  human a g e n c ie s .
F erguson  c o n c lu d es  t h a t ,  " V ir tu e  became f o r  [ th e  Tudor w r i t e r s ]
101more th e  end o f  c i v i l  p o l i t y  th a n  i t s  m ean s ."
But even t h i s  does n o t im ply  t h a t  th e  w r i t e r s  a t  th e  c lo s e  o f  
th e  Tudor p e r io d  w ere q u e s t io n in g  th e  ends o f  t h e i r  p r e d e c e s s o r s .  I t  
i s  f a i r l y  e asy  to  show t h a t  t h a t  was n o t th e  c a se  by exam ining  p a ssa g es  
from s e v e r a l  le a d in g  Tudor w r i t e r s  in  r e v e r s e  c h ro n o lo g ic a l  o r d e r ,  
b eg in n in g  w ith  G erard  De M alynes.
P rim ary  L i t e r a t u r e  on  th e  Ends o f  Tudor Economic Thought
De M alynes w as, we know, a  m erchan t who sp e n t some tim e  i n  
j a i l  (p e rh ap s  u n ju s t ly )  f o r  h i s  p a r t  in  some q u e s t io n a b le  b u s in e s s  
v e n tu re s ;  and he a ls o  s e rv e d  f o r  some tim e  i n  S i r  F ra n c is  W alsIngham 's
99
I b i d . , p .  407 .
*^ I b i d . , p . 279. On S m ith 's  s t i l l - p r e s e n t  e t h i c a l  c o n c e rn s , 
se e  pp . 65 -66 , a t  n .  135-137 be low . The t r a d i t i o n a l ,  e t h i c a l  fa c e  o f  
Tudor econom ic th o u g h t b e fo re  and a f t e r  th e  D isc o u rse  i s  a l s o  d i s ­
cu sse d  below .
1Ql I b i d . , p .  407 .
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netw ork  o f  s p ie s .  Even w ith  t h i s  b ackground t and w r i t in g  a t  th e  v e ry
end o f  th e  Tudor a g e , De M alynes u p h e ld  th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  view  o f  w orld  
102o r d e r .  In  one p assag e  from  The Canker o f  E n g la n d 's  Commonwealth 
he began w ith  a  r e f e re n c e  to  A r i s t o t l e  and n o te d  th a t
We have a lr e a d y  d e s c r ib e d  r i c h e s  to  e i t h e r  n a tu r a l  
o r  a r t i f i c i a l ,  and t h a t  b o th  th e s e  a r e  v a lu e d  by money; 
and t h a t  f o r  as  much a s  th e  a r t i f i c i a l  r i c h e s  do p ro ceed  
o f  th e  n a t u r a l ,  th e r e f o r e  re a so n  r e q u i r e s  a  c e r t a i n  e q u a l i ty  
in  th e  e s t im a tio n  th e r e o f .  Hereupon t h i s  c o n s id e ra t io n  i s  
I n c id e n t ,  t h a t  a s  th e r e  a r e  t h r e e  te m p o ra l th in g s  f o r  th e  
behoof o f  man; nam ely , fo o d , h o u s e s , and a p p a r e l ;  so  m ust 
we acco u n t a l l  th e  th in g s  s e rv in g  th e re u n to  a c c o rd in g  to  
th e  u se  o f  them , and th e  s c a r c i t y  o r  p le n ty  o f  th o s e  th in g s ,  
a c c o rd in g  to  th e  same u s e ,  h av in g  alw ays a  re g a rd  and c a r e ,  
n o t  to  pay to o  much f o r  th e  th in g s  s e r v in g  f o r  th e  b e l l y ;  
e s p e c i a l l y ,  such  as  in  some s o r t  may be s p a re d  o r  fo r b o m : 
and n o t to  s e l l  to o  good c h ea p , th e  th in g s  s e rv in g  f o r  th e  
b a ck , o r  in  e f f e c t  to  b a r t e r  them f o r  s u p e r f lu o u s  th in g s ,  
alw ays a d m itt in g  c i v i l i t y ,  w hich a l b e i t  t h a t  men acco u n t 
t h a t  c i v i l  w hich i s  a c c o rd in g  to  th e  m anner o f  e v e ry  c o u n try , 
a s  th e  P roverb  i s :  (C o u n try 's  f a s h io n ,  c o u n t r y 's  h o n o r ,)
y e t  re a so n  m ust r u l e  h e r e in ,  w ith  a  due c o n s id e r a t io n  o f  
G od 's good c r e a tu r e s  and g i f t s ,  w hich can n o t be done w ith o u t 
an u n f a t ig a b le  i n d u s t r y ,  b o th  in  d is c e r n in g  th e  v a r i e t y  o f  
them , and in  o b se rv in g  t h e i r  i n f i n i t e  number and p u re  
c r e a t io n ,  in  w hich re g a rd  p re c io u s  th in g s  have t h e i r  
e s t im a t io n .  So t h a t  th e  same c i v i l i t y  m ust be  red u ced  to  
th e  good o f  th e  common-weal, and f o r  th e  u p h o ld in g  th e r e o f ,  
l i v i n g  to g e th e r  in  C h r i s t i a n  S o c ie ty ,  g iv in g  so f a r  p la c e  
u n to  r e a s o n , t h a t  e v e ry  man may en d eav o r h im s e lf  to  th e  
p re s e r v a t io n  o f  th e  w eal p u b l ic  and c o n ce iv e  g e n e r a l ly  t h a t  
o th e r  n a t io n s  n o t  endowed w ith  so  much r e a s o n , a r e  alw ays 
i n f e r i o u r  to  us in  t h a t  r e g a rd ,  even  c o n s id e r in g  a l l  men
102De M alynes even  p o in te d  o u t t h a t  th e  Frenchman John  Bodin 
e x p ec te d  th e  P r e s id e n t  o f  th e  F ren ch  P a r lia m e n t and th e  F rench  k in g  
to  s tu d y  econom ic and p o l i t i c a l  m a t t e r s ,  " .  . . f o r  th e  honor o f  God, 
and w e lfa re  o f  th e  Commonwealth," In c lu d in g  th e  " j u s t  c o m p la in ts  and 
g r i e f s  o f  th e  p o o r p e o p le , w hich do f e e l  th e  s m a r t ,  b u t can n o t f o r  
th e  m ost p a r t  ju d g e  o f  th e  c a u se s  t h e r e o f . "  G erard  De M alynes, 
E n g la n d 's  View in  th e  Unmasking o f  Two P a ra d o x e s , (New Y ork: Arno 
P r e s s ,  1 9 7 2 ), p .  5 0 . F o r an E n g lish  w r i t e r  i n  1603 to  make such  a  
c o n c e ss io n  to  any F ren ch  s o c i a l  th in k e r  i s  a  l i t t l e  u n u su a l.
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a l i k e  In  an e s t a t e  o f  p o l i t i c  governm ent. Who se e s  n o t 
th e n ,  t h a t  w ith o u t any cau se  o f  a d m ira t io n , some men do 
wonder a s  I t  were a t  th e  s im p l ic i ty  o f  th e  West In d ia n s ,  
B r a z i l i a n s  and o th e r  n a t io n s ,  In  g iv in g  th e  good commo­
d i t i e s  o f  t h e i r  c o u n t r i e s ,  y e a , g o ld ,  s i l v e r ,  and p re c io u s  
t h in g s ,  f o r  b e a d s , b e l l s ,  k n iv e s ,  lo o k in g - g la s s e s ,  and 
su ch  to y s  and t r i f l e s ? l G 3
In  S a in t  George f o r  E n g lan d , A l l e g o r ic a l ly  d e s c r ib e d ,
De M alynes d e s c r ib e s  an I s la n d  w h e re , b e fo re  "C ovetousness th e  ro o t
104o f  a l l  e v i l ,  b ro u g h t f o r t h  th e  t r e e  o f  P o l i t i c a l  u s u r y ,"  th e  
i n h a b i t a n t s  l i v e d
. . .  by th e  n a tu r a l  r ic h e s  o f  th e  la n d s  th e y  w ere bo rn  
u n to ,  o r  by th e  a r t i f i c a l  r i c h e s  th e y  w ere b re d  u n to ,  
a c c o rd in g  to  t h e i r  e d u c a tio n  and p r o f e s s io n ,  e v e ry  man 
u s in g  and e n jo y in g  h i s  own, and n o th in g  b u t h i s  own, 
w hich in  re g a rd  o f  c h a r i ty  e v e ry  man p o s s e s s in g ,  y e t  
seemed n o t  to  p o s se s s  a t  a l l ;  Clergym en and m a g is t r a te s  
d id  l i v e  by t h e i r  rev en u es  and p e n s io n s , Noblemen and 
Gentlem en o f  t h e i r  la n d s ,  husbandmen by t h e i r  fa rm s , 
m erch an ts  and c i t i z e n s  by t h e i r  t r a d e ,  a r t i f i c e r s  by t h e i r  
c r a f t  and handyw ork: a l l  o f  them m aking a  p e r f e c t  co n sen t
and harmony o f  th e  governm ent o f  a  com m on-w ealth, in  
p ro p o r t io n a b le  m anner w ith  e x e r c is e  o f  r e l i g i o n ,  and due 
a d m in is t r a t io n  o f  j u s t i c e  in  tim e  o f  p e a c e , and n e c e s s a ry  
p r o v is io n  f o r  w a r, w hich th e  P r in c e  i s  to  p ro v id e  f o r  in  
th e  two sea so n s  o f  p eace  and w ar. And from  th e  P r in c e  
a s  from  a l i v e l y  fo u n ta in  a l l  v i r t u e s  d id  d escend  in to  
th e  bosom o f  t h a t  com m on-w ealth, h i s  w orthy  c o u n se lo rs  
w ere w ith  th e  m a g is t r a te s  a s  o rnam ents  o f  th e  Law, and 
d id  m in i s t r a t e  ( l i k e  P h y s ic ia n s  to  th e  w eal p u b l ic )  good 
p o t io n s  f o r  th e  r id d in g  o u t o f  a l l  d is te m p e ra te  hum ors: 
e v e ry  man was c o n te n te d  to  l i v e  in  h i s  v o c a tio n  w ith  t r u e  
o b e d ie n c e : so t h a t  e x p e r ie n c e  i t s e l f  made m a n ife s t  p ro o f ,
J u s t i c e  to  be o rd a in e d  o f  God, a s  a  m easure  among men on
1 ̂ G e r a r d  De M alynes, A T r e a t i s e  o f  th e  Canker o f  England*s 
Commonwealth, (London: P r in te d  by R ich a rd  F i e ld ,  1 6 0 1 ), p p . 66 -6 8 .
104 G erard  De M aly n es , S a in t  George f o r  E n g lan d , A l l e g o r i c a l ly  
D e sc r ib e d , (London: P r in te d  by R ic h a rd  F i e ld ,  1 6 0 1 ), p . 78.
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e a r t h ,  t o  defend  th e  f e e b le  from  th e  m ig h ty , f o r  th e  sup­
p re s s in g  o f  i n j u r i e s ,  and t o  r o o t  o u t th e  w icked from  among 
th e  good, p r e s c r ib in g  how to  l i v e  h o n e s t ly ,  to  h u r t  no man 
w i l l f u l y ,  and to  re n d e r  e v e ry  man h i s  d u e , c a r e f u l ly  f u r ­
th e r in g  what i s  r i g h t ,  and p r o h ib i t in g  what i s  wrong: to
w hich i n t e n t  e v e ry  man d id  endeavor h im s e lf  f o r  th e  good 
o f  th e  common-wealth, o b se rv in g  c o n co rd , and a l l  th in g s  in  
th e  co u rse  o f  t r a f f i c  were c a r r i e d  w ith  cm e q u a l i t y ,  f r e e  
le n d in g  was u s e d , h o s p i t a l i t y  m a in ta in e d , co m m isera tion  
tow ards th e  poor was e x e r c is e d ,  and lo v e  w hich i s  th e  v e ry  
sum and su b s ta n c e  o f  th e  Law, d id  f l o u r i s h  to  th e  g e n e ra l  
com fort o f  a C h r is t ia n  S o c i e t y . 105
T h is  p a ssa g e  i s  more im p o r ta n t s i n c e ,  i n  th e  d e d ic a t io n  to  S i r  
Thomas E g e r to n , De M alynes c la im ed  t h a t  th e  s to r y  o f  S t .  George
. . . may c o n v e n ie n tly  be  a p p l ie d  to  th e s e  o u r days o f  h e r  
M a je s ty 's  m ost happy governm ent, w h ere in  th e  beams o f  th e  
O r ie n ta l  s t a r  o f  G od 's  m ost h o ly  word ap p ea r u n to  us m ost 
sp le n d e n t and t r a n s p a r e n t ,  to  th e  s in g u la r  com fo rt o f  a l l  
f a i t h f u l . 106
In  1597 a  t r a c t  e n t i t l e d  P ro v is io n  f o r  th e  p o o re , now in  
p e n u r le : Out o f  th e  S to re -h o u se  o f  Gods p l e n t i e  . . . was pub­
l i s h e d .  In  t h i s  p am p h le t, H. A. (p ro b a b ly  Henry A rth  o r  A r th ln g to n )  
rem inded h i s  re a d e rs  o f  t h e i r  C h r i s t i a n  d u ty  to  th e  p o o r ,  and o f  th e  
b le s s in g s  to  be had th ro u g h  c h a r i t y .  The a u th o r  th e n  p ro ceed ed  to  
c a r e f u l ly  l i s t  th e  ty p e s  o f  po o r p e o p le  in  E n g lan d , what s o r t  o f  a id  
had been  g iv en  to  th e  poor th ro u g h  r e l i g i o u s  and s e c u la r  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  
what s t a t u t e s  had  been  p assed  to  d e a l  w ith  p o v e r ty  and vagabonds in  
E l i z a b e t h 's  r e ig n ,  what q u e s t io n s  c o n ce rn in g  th e  p o o r c o u ld  " r i g h t l y "
105I b i d . ,  p p . 1 3 -1 5 . 
106I b i d . ,  p p . i - i i .
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be c o n s id e re d , and co ncluded  w ith  a  s e c t io n  e n t i t l e d  "T hat e v e ry  p e r ­
son a t  th e  l a s t  day s h a l l  g iv e  an a cco u n t o f  h i s  own s te w a rd sh ip  
. . . The  l a s t  two s e c t io n s  a r e  o f  m ost Im portance  h e r e .
A rth in g to n  l i s t s  s ix  p ro p o s i t io n s  co n ce rn in g  th e  po o r th a t  
may r i g h t l y  be c o n s id e re d  by p o l ic y  m akers and c i t i z e n s .  They a r e :
1) The p ro c e e d in g  c a u se s  o f  so  many p o o r i n  a l l  C o u n tr ie s .
2) T hat God m igh t have made o u r e s t a t e  l i k e  u n to  t h e i r s .
3) T hat we sh o u ld  do to  them a s  we would be done u n to .
4) Why we a l l  ough t to  h e lp  r e l i e v e  them .
5) Those p la c e s  o f  s c r i p t u r e  te n d in g  to  com passion .
6) How t h e i r  p re s e n t  w ant may be  r e l i e v e d .108
He th e n  n o te s  t h a t  th e  s i n s ,  " . . .  w hich p ro c u re  G od 's j u s ­
t i c e  to  p u n ish  u s  w ith  p e n u ry ,"
1) P a r t l y  p ro c e ed  from  th e  p o o r th e m s e lv e s . lf)q
2) But more e s p e c i a l l y  from  th e  p o o r m akers.
The s in s  p ro c e e d in g  from  th e  poor th e m se lv e s  a r e  l i s t e d  a s :
1) F i r s t ,  t h e i r  m issp en d in g  o f  fo rm er tim e s  in  i d l e n e s s ,  
when th e y  m igh t have w ro u g h t.
2) S eco n d ly , t h e i r  w i l l f u l  w a s tin g  o f  t h e i r  goods when 
th e y  had them , i n  b ib b in g  and b e l ly - c h e e r .
3) T h i r d ly ,  t h e i r  im p a t ie n t  b e a r in g  o f  t h e i r  p r e s e n t  w an t, 
co m p la in in g  o f te n  w ith o u t c a u se .
107H (enry) A ( r th )  o r  A ( r th in g to n ) , P r o v is io n  f o r  th e  P o o re , 
Now i n  P e n u r ie : Out o f  th e  S to re -h o u se  o f  Gods P l e n t l e  . . . (London:
P r in te d  by Thomas C reed e , 1 5 9 7 ). E x t r a c ts  r e p r in te d  in  R. H. Tawney 
and E i le e n  Pow er, e d s . ,  Tudor RnnTinmir D ocum ents. (London: Longmans, 
1 9 6 5 ), I I I ,  p .  454 .
108I b i d . ,  I I I . ,  p .  450 .
109I b id . , I I I . ,  p. 451.
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4) F o u r th ly ,  t h e i r  d a l ly  r e p in in g  a t  o th e r s  p r o s p e r i t y ,  
to  have so much, and th e y  so l i t t l e .
5) F i f t l y ,  t h e i r  bann ing  and c u r s in g ,  when th e y  a re  n o t
se rv ed  a s  th em se lv es  d e s i r e .
6) S i x t l y ,  t h e i r  seldom  r e p a i r in g  to  t h e i r  p a r i s h  C hurches,
to  h e a r  and l e a r n  t h e i r  d u t ie s  b e t t e r .
But th e  s in s  o f  th e  "p o o r m ak ers , . . . th e  b re e d e rs  o f  th e  
p o o r ,"  a r e  '•many and g r ie v o u s ,"  so  A rth ln g to n  n o te s  o n ly  th e  te n  
w o r s t :
1) A ll  e x c e s s iv e  proud  p e rso n s  in  a p p a r e l .
2) The unm easu rab le  w a s te rs  o f  m eat and d r in k .
3) The im p o r ta b le  o p p re s s io n  o f  many L a n d lo rd s .
4 ) The u n c o n sc io n a b le  e x to r t i o n  o f  a l l  u s u r e r s .
5) The u n s a t i a b le  c o n v e to u sn e ss  o f  c o m -m o n g e rs .
6) The w i l l f u l  w ra n g lin g  in  law  m a t te r s .
7) The Im m oderate abuse  o f  gamming in  a l l  C o u n tr ie s .
8) The d is c h a rg in g  o f  s e r v a n ts  and a p p r e n t ic e s .
9) The g e n e r a l  abuse  o f  a l l  G od 's  b e n e f i t s .  . . .  
10) The w ant o f  e x e c u tio n  o f  good law s and s t a t u t e s .
A r th ln g to n  adds a  p a ra g ra p h  on each  o f  th e s e  te n  a b u se s . F or 
exam ple, on th e  n in th  s i n ,  "The g e n e ra l  abuse  o f  a l l  G od 's b e n e f i t s , "  
he n o te s  t h a t ,
The n in th  s o r t  o f  p o o r m a k e rs , i s  th e  g e n e r a l  ab u se  o f  
a l l  G od 's b e n e f i t s  (a lm o s t in  a l l  e s t a t e s )  v e ry  few 
k e ep in g  any m o d e ra tio n , b e s id e s  o u r u n th a n k fu ln e s s ,  
w hich m ust n eed s  in c r e a s e  th e  p r ic e s  o f  a l l  th in g s ,  
so a s  th e  m eaner s o r t  can  h a rd ly  g e t  m a in te n an c e ; and 
m ust n o t t h i s  d e a l in g  make th e  more p o o r ? ^ ^
1 U I b i d . ,  I I I . ,  p p . 451 -452 . 
l l 2 I b l d . , I I I . ,  p .  453 .
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A rth ln g to n  goes on to  co n s id e r*  11. . . how th e  po o r may and
m ust be  re l ie v e d *  I f  we w i l l  show o u rs e lv e s  to  be t r u e  C h r is t ia n s
. . . and co n clu d es  t h a t  th e  cau se s  o f  th e  poor w hich stem  from
th e  poor th em se lv e s  and from  th e  poor m akers m ust be removed by
113draw ing to  "due m o d e ra tio n "  a l l  s o r t s  o f  " e x c e s s iv e  p e r s o n s ."  But 
a lso *  p o l i c i e s  such a s  Im p o rtin g  g ra in  when d o m estic  c ro p s  f a l l  m ust 
co n tin u e*  a lo n g  th e  same l i n e s  t h a t  " . . .  t h a t  c a re  h a s  h i t h e r t o  
m a n ife s te d  i t s e l f  in  h e r  g ra c io u s  H a je s te y  and m ost h o n o ra b le  C ouncil 
(a s  th e  g r e a t  abundance o f  w h ite  ry e  b ro u g h t in to  England from beyond
i y
th e  s e a s  does d e m o n s tra te ) .  . . "  H ost im p o r ta n tly *  A rth ln g to n  
n o te s ,
. . . s e e in g  a t  t h i s  p re s e n t  th e  hand o f  God i s  heavy upon 
u s ,  i n  m ost p la c e s  o f  t h i s  Realm o f  E n g lan d , a p p e a rin g  
p l a i n l y  in  t h i s  g r e a t  p e n u ry , among th e  p o o re r  s o r t  
e s p e c ia l ly *  and th r e a te n e d  f u r t h e r  in  g re a t  m easure* by 
s e v e r a l  s ig n s  from  heaven* by  s t r a n g e  d is e a s e s  on e a r t h ,  
and by fo r e ig n  in v a s io n  o f  d ev o ted  enem ies* o u r s in s  m ost 
o f  a l l  p ro v o k in g  th e  sam e, w hich  w i l l  in  th e  end p ro c u re  
o u r d e s o la t io n  w ith o u t speedy  co n v ers io n *  w hich we can n e v e r 
a t t a i n  u n to  . . . w ith o u t G od 's  s p e c ia l  g ra c e  and d i r e c t i o n ,  
w hich  m ust be o b ta in e d  by e a r n e s t  p e t i t i o n  . . .115
These p a ssa g e s  from  two econom ic th in k e r s  who w ro te  a t  th e  ve ry  
end o f  th e  Tudor p e r io d  show th a t*  however j u s t i f i e d  h i s t o r i a n s  may be 
i n  c la im in g  t h a t  s o c i a l  a n a ly s is  was becom ing more s e c u la r*  more
113Or a s  G lo u c e s te r  say s  in  King L e a r* "So d i s t r i b u t i o n  sh o u ld  
undo ex cess/A n d  each  man have e n o u g h .H (XV, i .  7 3 -7 4 ) .
114Tawney and Pow er, I I I ,  p p . 457-458 .
115I b i d . ,  I I I . ,  p . 458.
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p ra g m a tic , and more i n s i s t e n t  on d is c o v e r in g  c au se  and e f f e c t  r e l a ­
t io n s h ip s  i n  econom ic m a t t e r s ,  th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  v iew  o f  o rd e r  was s t i l l  
s t r o n g ly  e n tre n c h e d  n e a r  th e  tim e  o f  E l i z a b e t h 's  d e a th .  P assag es  
from e a r l i e r  w r i t e r s  show t h a t  t h i s  c o n c e p tio n  o f  o rd e r  d id  n o t change 
s i g n i f i c a n t l y  d u r in g  th e  Tudor p e r io d .
In  1587, John Howes' Second F am y lia r and F re n d ly  D isco u rse  
D ia lo g u e  Wyse was p r i n t e d ,  w hich d e s c r ib e d  a  number o f  ab u ses  com­
m it te d  in  c a r in g  f o r  th e  p o o r o f  London and p o s s ib le  rem ed ies  f o r  
th o se  a b u se s . The d ia lo g u e 's  s p e a k e rs  a r e ,  s i g n i f i c a n t l y ,  "D ig n ity "  
and "D u ty ."  Toward th e  end o f  th e  s e c t io n  o f  th e  d ia lo g u e  d e s c r ib in g  
th e  a b u se s , D ig n ity  sa y s  t h a t
These a re  f o u l  a b u se s  i n  a  C h r i s t i a n  common w e a lth  and 
s p e c i a l l y  in  a  c i v i l  C i ty ,  t h a t  th e  p o o r sh o u ld  be th u s  
p in ch ed  and b a r r e d  from  th e  common b e n e f i t  o f  s u b je c t s ,  
and so ra c k ed  i n  t h e i r  r e n t s  f o r  su ch  lo u s y  and f i l t h y  
c o t ta g e s ,  to o  bad and to o  b e a s t l y  f o r  dogs to  l i e  in .H ®
At th e  c o n c lu s io n  o f  th e  d ia lo g u e  D ig n ity  t e l l s  D uty , " . . . 
For G od 's  c au se  c h i e f ly  and f o r  your good p r in c e ,  c o u n try  and common 
w e a l th ,  l e t  n o t t h i s  be b u r ie d  in  o b l iv io n ."  To w hich Duty re s p o n d s ,
"My w i t ,  my w e a l th ,  my l i f e  and my d e a th ,  and a l l  my power i s  re a d y  
p re s s e d  to  do my p r in c e ,  c o u n try  and coranon w e a lth  g o o d ."* * 7
***\john Howe, A F a m y lia r  and F re n d ly  D isc o u rse  D ia lo g u e  Wyse 
S e t t in g  F o o rth e  a_ Nomber o f  Abuses Com ytted in  th e  G ovem em ente o f  
th e  Poore w i th in  t h i s  C i t t i e ,  w itlT  S u n d rie  D evyses f o r  Remedye tK e re o f 
b o th e  P le a s a n t  f o r  th e  R eader and  P r o f f i t a b l e  f o r  th e  S ta te  to  p u t in  
E x e c u tio n , (London: 1 5 8 7 ). R e p r in te d  i n  Tawney and Pow er, I I I . ,  p .  
428.
117I b i d . , I I I . ,  p . 443.
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In  1580 R obert H itc h c o c k 's  A p o l i t i c  P l a t  f o r  th e  honour o f
th e  P r in c e , th e  g re a t  p r o f i t  o f  th e  p u b l ic  S t a t e ,  r e l i e f  o f  th e  p o o r ,
p r e s e r v a t io n  o f th e  r i c h , re fo rm a tio n  o f  ro g u es  and I d l e  p e r s o n s , and
118th e  w e a lth  o f  th o u san d s t h a t  know n o t how to  l i v e  was p u b l is h e d .
The t r a c t ,  w hich  I s  b e s t  known f o r  I t s  p ro p o s a l  o f  e r e c t in g  f i s h in g  
v i l l a g e s  around  th e  c o a s t  o f  E ng land , and th e  n u m e ric a l exam ples 
o f f e r e d  to  show how p r o f i t a b l e  H itch co ck  b e l ie v e d  su ch  v i l l a g e s  would 
b e , b e g in s  w ith  a  s ta n d a rd  s ta te m e n t o f  th e  Tudor c o n c e p tio n  o f  o rd e r :
Forasm uch a s  th e  A lm ighty  God h a s  b le s s e d  and e n ric h e d  
t h i s  n o b le  Kingdom w ith  th e  sw ee t dew o f  H is h e av e n ly  
goodness; and s to r e d  th e r e in  many h id d e n  r i c h  and p le a ­
s a n t  t r e a s u r e s  f o r  o u r b e n e f i t s ,  to  r e v e a l  u n to  us when 
H is good p le a s u r e  i s : I  th in k  t h e r e f o r e , e v e ry  man I s
r a t h e r  b o rn  to  p r o f i t  h i s  n a t iv e  s o i l  and common w eal in  
r e v e a l in g  th e  same s e c r e t s  and h id d e n  t r e a s u r e  to  h is  
c o u n try , i f  th ey  be  showed (.to) h im ; th a n  to  se e k  a f t e r  
h i s  own p r i v a t e  g a in  and g lo ry  th e re b y . *
In  "The E p i s t l e  to  England" g iv e n  b e fo re  th e  P l a t  o p en s, 
H itch co ck  n o te d
But a s  God r a i s e s  In s tru m e n ts  to  s e t  o u t H is g lo ry  
In  d iv e r s e  w ays, and by d iv e r s e  d e g re e s ;  so  l e t  i t  n o t be 
g r ie v o u s  to  T hee, 0 England! n o r  to  th e  b e t t e r  s o r t  o f  
men, t h a t  one o f  T h ine  own, though  n o t  so  f i n e l y  a s  o th e r s ,  
do s e t  ab ro ad  p a r t  o f  Thy r i c h e s ,  w e a l th ,  and g lo ry  to  
e n r ic h  Thy own p e c u l i a r  p e o p le  w i th a l ;  and h a s  opened
(London: P r in te d  by John K yngston , 1 5 8 0 ), R e p r in te d  in  
Edward A rb e r, e d . , An E n g lish  G arner In  G a th e r in g s  from  Our H is to ry  
and L i t e r a t u r e ,  I I ,  (London: A rb e r, 1 8 7 9 ).
119I h i d . ,  I I . ,  p . 135.
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th e  go lden  s tre a m  o f  Thy s e c r e t  s to re h o u s e  to  th e  
I n h a b i ta n ts  o f  th e  same. But l ik e w is e ,  open ThouI 
by Thy d iv in e  p ro v id e n c e  th e  h e a r t s  o f th e  w ise , 
g ra v e , and r i c h  o f  t h i s  la n d  th a t  th e y  w i l l  a f f e c t  
i t ,  em brace i t ,  p u t t h e i r  h e lp in g  hands to  i t ,  and 
w i l l i n g l y  f u r t h e r  i t  by a l l  p o s s ib le  means th e y  c an , 
f o r  th e  common p r o f i t  o f  th e  i n h a b i t a n t s .  Inasm uch 
a s ,  by G od 's m eans, so  g r e a t  a  b e n e f i t  i s  o f f e r e d  
w ith  sm a ll c a r e ,  l i t t l e  t o i l ,  and no c o s t ;  to  make 
a l l  t h i s  lan d  b le s s e d ,  th e  p e o p le  th e r e o f  happy ,
strong, and invincable.120
I t  sh o u ld  b e  remembered to o  t h a t ,  a t  th e  c o re  o f  H itc h c o c k 's
d e fe n se  o f  h i s  scheme was th e  id e a  o f  p re s e rv in g  s o c i a l  o r d e r .
H itc h c o c k 's  scheme depended on f in d in g  f o r t y  men in  each  S h ire  o f
th e  la n d  to  len d &  50 f o r  t h r e e  y e a r s . He ask ed  r h e t o r i c a l l y  why he
sh o u ld  th in k  t h a t  many c r e d i t o r s  co u ld  be found in  " t h i s  co v e to u s  
121t im e ,"  b u t q u ic k ly  answ ered h i s  own q u e s t io n :
T h is  rea lm  o f  E ngland and W ales i s  v e ry  p o p u lo u s , 
and th e  m ost p a r t  be  th e  p o o re r  s o r t  o f  p e o p le , who 
d a i ly  do h a rk e n  when th e  w orld  sh o u ld  amend w ith  them. 
They a r e  i n d i f f e r e n t  in  w hat s o r t ,  so  t h a t  t h e i r  s t a t e  
be r e l i e v e d ;  and so  p e rh ap s  a p t  to  a s s i s t  r e b e l l i o n ,  o r  
to  j o i n  w ith  trtiomsoever d a re  in v ad e  t h i s  n o b le  I s la n d ,  
I f  any su ch  a t te m p t sh o u ld  b e  made. Then a re  th e y  m eet 
g u id e s  to  b r in g  th e  s o l d i e r s  o r  men o f  w ar to  th e  r i c h  
m en 's  w e a lth . F o r th e y  can p o in t  w ith  t h e i r  f i n g e r ,  
"T here  i t  i s ! "  "Yonder i t  i s ! "  "H ere i t  i s ! "  "And he 
h a th  i t ! "  a n d , "She h a th  I t  t h a t  w i l l  do u s  much good!" 
and so  p ro c u re  m artyrdom  w ith  m urder to  many w e a lth y  
p e r s o n s , f o r  t h e i r  w e a l th .  T h e re fo re  th e  w ise  and 
w e a lth y  men o f t h i s  la n d  had n e e d , by g r e a t  d i s c r e t i o n ,  
to  d e v is e  some speedy  h e lp  th e r e in ;  t h a t  t h i s  p o o re r  
s o r t  o f  p e o p le  may b e  s e t  to  some good a r t s ,  s c ie n c e ,
120I b i d . ,  I I . ,  p .  138. 
121I b i d . ,  I I . ,  p .  159.
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o c c u p a tio n s , c r a f t s ,  and la b o u r s ,  by w hich means th ey  
m igh t be  a b le  to  r e l i e v e  th em se lv es  o f  t h e i r  g r e a t  
need and w an t. And b e in g  b ro u g h t to  su ch  v o c a tio n  o f 
l i f e ,  h av in g  some good t r a d e  to  l i v e  upon , th e r e  i s  no 
doubt b u t  t h a t  th ey  w i l l  p ro v e  good and p r o f i t a b l e  sub­
j e c t s ;  and be  c a r e f u l  to  s e e  t h i s  common w e a lth  f l o u r i s h ;  
and w i l l  spend t h e i r  l i v e s  and b lood  to  defend  th e  same, 
and t h e i r  l i t t l e  w e a l th ,  t h e i r  l i b e r t i e s ,  t h e i r  w iv e s , 
and c h i ld r e n .  For h a v in g  n o th in g , th ey  a r e  d e s p e r a te ;  
b u t h a v in g  some l i t t l e  goods, th e y  w i l l  d ie  b e fo re  th ey  
lo s e  i t .  W herefore  i f  t h i s  m a tte r  be  looked in to  w ith  
ey es  o f  judgem ent th e r e  i s  no doub t o f  bo rrow ing  th e  
money upon th e  a s s u ra n c e  and I n t e r e s t . ^ 2
In  1579 an anonymous t r a c t  was p u b lis h e d  e n t i t l e d  C y v ile  and
U ncyv ile  l i f e . A d is c o u r s e  v e ry  p r o f i t a b l e , p l e a s a n t , and f i t  to
be  re a d  o f  a l l  N o b i l i t i e  and G entlem en. W here, i n  form e o f  a_ D ia lo g e
i s  d is p u te d , w hat o rd e r  o f  l y f e  b e s t  beseem eth  G entlem an in  a l l
ages and t im e s ; a sw e l f o r  e d u c a tio  Cn), a s  th e  c o u rse  o f  h i s  w hole
l i f e : to  make him ji p a rso n  [p e rso n ] f i t  f o r  th e  p u b liq u e  s e r v ic e
o f  h i s  p r in c e  and C o u n trey , and f o r  th e  q u ie t  and cum leynesse o f h is
123owne p r iv a t e  e s t a t e  and c a l l i n g s . In  t h i s  d ia lo g u e , a c o u r t i e r
and c o u n try  g en tlem en  q u ic k ly  e s t a b l i s h  t h a t ,  howevermuch th in g s  go 
a s t r a y  in  p r a c t i c e ,  " . . .  a  v i r tu o u s  man (though  he be  p o o r) d e se rv e s  
to  be  r e s p e c te d ,  and honored  . . V a l la n t in e ,  th e  c i t y  man,
122I b i d .
■ ^^R eprin ted  i n  W. C. H a z l i t t ' s  I n e d i te d  T ra c ts ;  I l l u s t r a t i n g  
th e  M anners, O p in io n s , and O ccu p a tio n s  o f  Englishm en D uring  th e  S ix ­
t e e n th  and S e v e n te e n th  C e n tu r ie s ,  (London: C hisw ick  P r e s s ,  1868 ). 
C y v ile  and U n cy v ile  l i f e  . . , was a l s o  p r in t e d  in  1586 a s  The E n g lish  
C o u r t ie r  and th e  C ountry  G entlem an.
124I b i d . , p . 44.
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f u r t h e r  a rg u e s  t h a t  th e  re a so n  v i r t u e  i s  n o t p ro p e r ly  esteem ed by 
th e  countrym en i s ,
. . . ig n o ra n c e  p ro c e e d ( lu g )  from  y o u r m anner o f  l i f e  in  
th e  C ou n try , w here i n  deed you n e v e r  a t te n d  to  know w hat 
does become you , b u t  w hat may e n r ic h  you , w h ere in  you 
a r e  f a r  s h o r t  o f  th e  Lawyer and Ploughm an, th e  one h av in g  
a  t r a d e  to  c a tc h  c o in ,  by h i s  c o u n se l and c r a f t ,  th e  
o th e r  by h i s  la b o u r  and lu c k .  ̂ 5
D r. Thomas W ilso n , Dean o f  Durham, who was a l s o ,  a s  Tawney 
n o te d , no c h i ld  in  m a tte r s  o f  f in a n c e ,  o p en ly  defended  th e  t r a ­
d i t i o n a l  v iew  o f  s o c i a l  and r e l i g i o u s  o rd e r .  In  th e  D isco u rse  Upon 
U su ry , w r i t t e n  in  1569 and f i r s t  p u b lis h e d  i n  1572, W ilson began 
th e  P re fa c e  w hich  d e d ic a te d  h i s  work to  R obert D udley, th e  E a r l  o f  
L e ic e s te r ,  by rem in d in g  h i s  r e a d e r s  t h a t
The S to ic  P h ilo so p h e rs  C rig h t h o n o ra b le  and my 
s in g u la r  good Lord) have s a id  b o th  t r u l y  and w is e ly  
t h a t  th e  w orld  i s  made f o r  man, and man i s  made f o r  
God, to  th e  end t h a t  man may h ave  a l l  p le a s u r e ,  and 
God may have a l l  h o n o u r. S ee ing  th e n ,  t h a t  such  a 
c r e a t io n  o f  man, and th e  w orld  i s  th u s  fram ed by th e  
m igh ty  f in g e r  o f  God, and man s p e c i a l l y  made f o r  God,
I  doub t n o t b u t y o u r h o n o u r, b e in g  G od 's l i v e l y  image 
upon e a r t h ,  and fa sh io n e d  to  h i s  l ik e n e s s  co n ce rn in g  
th e  re a s o n a b le  s o u l ,  a s  a l l  o th e r s  su ch  h i s  c r e a tu r e s  
a r e ,  w i l l  remember f o r  your p a r t  to  f o r s e e ,  and to  do 
y our d u ty  from  tim e  to  tim e , and endeavour y o u r s e l f  
in  a l l  y o u r a c t io n s  to  h av e  God alw ays b e fo re  your 
e y e s , and to  e x e r c is e  yo u r mind a l l  y o u r l i f e  lo n g  w ith  
a l l  Godly p r a c t i c e s ,  a s  w e l l  i n  ad v an c in g  r e l i g i o n  to  
G od 's g lo ry  as  in  d o in g  J u s t i c e  f o r  m an 's  b e n e f i t ,  th a t  
God a lo n e ,  a s  h e  i s  alw ays p r a is e d  i n  Heaven among
• ^ ^ I b i d . , p .  45.
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h is  a n g e ls ,  may even so  have H is h o ly  name o n ly  honored 
h e re  upon e a r th  among h i s  p e o p le .
But b e ca u se  m an 's  n a tu r e ,  th ro u g h  Adam's f a l l ,  i s  
a l t e r e d  from  t h a t  p e r f e c t io n  w h e re in  i t  was a t  th e  f i r s t ,  
and i s  much s u b je c t  th e r e f o r e  to  g r e a t  c o r ru p t io n  o f  l i f e  
and m anners, I t  i s  to  be  fe a re d  t h a t  a l l  men w i l l  n o t 
alw ays be  m in d fu l o f  t h e i r  d u ty ,  e x c e p t th ey  be o f te n  
w arned and p u t in  mind o f  t h a t  th e y  ough t to  d o , w hereby 
th e y  may c o n s id e r  s t i l l  w hat th e y  a r e . •‘• 2 6
The r e s t  o f  W ils o n 's  D isc o u rse  i s ,  b a s i c a l l y ,  an  e x e r c is e  in
rem ind ing  th e  E n g lish  p e o p le  "w hat th e y  a r e , "  and "what th e y  ough t
to  d o ."  One who le c tu r e d  D udley so  o p e n ly , and i t  must be  a d m itte d
th a t  Dudley was c e r t a i n l y  n o t beyond re p ro a c h , was l i k e l y  to  have  in
mind f o r  h i s  D is c o u rs e , " . . .  th e  k in d  o f m o r a l i s t i c  b a d g e r in g  th e
e a r ly  g e n e ra t io n  o f  E n g lish  P u r i ta n s  d i r e c te d  a g a in s t  th e  fa s t-g ro w in g
127system  o f R en a issan ce  f i n a n c e . .  . . "  For W ilso n , v i r t u e  was s t i l l
a  means as  w e l l  a s  an  end ; in  te rm s o f e n d s , W ilson and th e  o th e r
Tudor w r i t e r s  w ere i n  b a s ic  ag reem en t.
S i r  Thomas S m ith 's  De R ep u b lic s  Anglorum , w r i t t e n  in  1565
and f i r s t  p u b lis h e d  in  1583, was in te n d e d , to  a la r g e  e x te n t ,  a s  a
128te x tb o o k  on th e  E n g lis h  Commonwealth. W ith a l l  a p p ro p r ia te
126Thomas W ilso n , A D isc o u rse  Upon U sury by Way o f  D ia logue  
and O r a t io n s , f o r  th e  B e t te r  V a r ie ty  and More D e lig h t o f  A ll  Those 
T hat S h a l l  Read T h is  T r e a t i s e , ( L o n d o n :  157 2 ). R e p r in te d  and e d i t e d ,  
R. H. Tawney, (London: F ran k  Cass and C o ., L t d . ,  1 9 6 2 ), p p . 175-176.
127F e rg u so n , The A r t i c u l a t e  C i t iz e n  i n  th e  E n g lish  
R e n a is sa n c e , p . 159.
128Thomas Smith, De Republics Anglorum: A Discourse on the 
Commonwealth of England, (London: 1583). Reprinted in L. Alston's 
edition*(Shannon, Ireland: Irish University Press, 1972).
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r e f e re n c e s  to  th e  c l a s s i c a l  a u th o r s ,  Sm ith n o te s  th e  v a r io u s  
p o s s ib le  form s o f  governm ent, makes some t r a d i t i o n a l  d i s t i n c t i o n s  
betw een j u s t i c e  and I n j u s t i c e  and k in g sh ip  and ty ra n n y , and g iv e s  
a  s h o r t  h i s to r y  o f how commonwealths and th e  Id e a  o f  p o l i t i c a l  
r u l e  d e v e lo p ed . In  C h ap ter Twelve o f  Book I  o f  De R e p u b lic a , Sm ith 
d e s c r ib e s  " th e  f i r s t  and n a tu r a l  exam ple o f an a b s o lu te  and p e r f e c t  
k in g ."  T h is  k in g  loved  h i s  s u b je c t s
. . .  a s  h i s  own c h i ld r e n  and nephew s, c a red  f o r  them 
a s  members o f  h i s  own body, p ro v id e d  f o r  them a s  one 
h av in g  by long  tim e more e x p e r ie n c e  th a n  any one o r 
a l l  o f  them . They a g a in  honored  him  a s  t h e i r  f a th e r  
o f  whose body th e y  came, obeyed h-fm f o r  h i s  g r e a t  
wisdom and f o r c a s t ,  w ent to  him in  d o u b t f u l l  c a se s  
a s  an o r a c le  o f  God, fe a re d  h i s  c u rs e  and m a le d ic t io n  
a s  p ro c e ed in g  from  G od 's own m outh. He a g a in  used  
n o r i t u r e ;  f o r  each  p a in  p u t upon them , he  esteem ed 
a s  l a i d  upon h i m s e l f . ^29
I n  C hap ter S ix te e n  o f Book I  Sm ith  p r e s e n ts  h i s  famous 
d e s c r ip t i o n  o f  "The d iv i s io n  o f  th e  p a r t s  and p e rso n s  o f  th e  common 
w e a l th ."  He fo llo w s  th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  l i n e s  o f s o c i a l  o rd e r :
. . . we i n  England d iv id e  o u r men commonly in to  fo u r  
s o r t s ,  g en tlem en , c i t i z e n s ,  yeomen a r t i f i c e r s ,  and 
l a b o r e r s .  Of gen tlem en  th e  f i r s t  and c h ie f  a r e  th e  
k in g ,  th e  p r in c e ,  d u k es , m a rq u ise s , e a r l s ,  v is c o u n t s ,  
b a ro n s , and th e s e  a r e  c a l l e d  K«p' th e  n o b i l i t y ,
and a l l  th e s e  a r e  c a l l e d  L ords and noblem en: n e x t to
th e s e  be  k n ig h ts ,  e s q u i r e s ,  and s im p le  g e n tle m e n .130
129I b i d . ,  p .  24. 
130I b i d . , p .  31 .
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T here a r e  two a d d i t io n a l  p a ssa g e s  from  th e  De R ep u b lics  
t h a t  a r e  o f  I n t e r e s t  h e r e .  The f i r s t  p a ssa g e  I s  im p o r ta n t b ecau se  
i t  shows th a t  th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  h l e r a r c h l a l  v iew  o f s o c ie ty  d id  n o t 
im ply  t h a t  s o c ie ty  was n e c e s s a r i ly  s t a t i c  o r  s o c i a l l y  im o b ile . When 
Sm ith  d is c u s s e s  s im p le  g en tlem en  i n  C h ap te rs  Twenty and Tw enty-one 
o f  Book I ,  he  w ro te  t h a t
. . .  a s  o th e r  common w e a lth s  w ere f a i n  to  d o , so  m ust 
a l l  p r in c e s  n e c e s s a r i ly  f o l lo w , t h a t  i s ,  w here v i r t u e  
i s  to  honor i t :  and a lth o u g h  v i r t u e  o f  a n c ie n t  r a c e  be 
e a s i e r  to  be  o b ta in e d , a s w e ll  by  th e  exam ple o f  th e  
p r o g e n i to r s ,  w hich  e n c o u ra g e s , a s  a l s o  th ro u g h  l i a b i l i t y  
o f  e d u c a tio n  and b r in g in g  u p , w h ich  e n a b le s ,  and th e  
l a s t l y  en raced  lo v e  o f  t e n a n t s  and n e ig h b o rs  to  such  
noblem en and g e n tle m en , o f  whom th e y  h o ld  and by whom 
th e y  do d w e ll ,  w h ich  p r ic k s  fo rw ard  to  en su e  i n  t h e i r  
f a th e r s  s t e p s .  So i f  a l l  t h i s  does f a i l  (a s  i t  w ere 
g r e a t  p i t y  i t  sh o u ld ) y e t  su c h  i s  th e  n a tu r e  o f  a l l  
human th in g s ,  and so  th e  w o rld  i s  s u b je c t  to  m u ta b i l i ty ,  
t h a t  i t  does many tim e s  f a l l :  b u t  when i t  d o e s , th e  
p r in c e  and common w e a lth  have  th e  same power t h a t  t h e i r  
p re d e c e s s o rs  h a d , and a s  th e  husbandman h a s  to  p la n t  a  
new t r e e  w here th e  o ld  f a i l s ,  so  has th e  p r in c e  to  honor 
v i r t u e  w here he  does f in d  i t ,  to  make g en tlem en , e s q u i r e s ,  
k n ig h ts ,  b a ro n s , e a r l s ,  m a rq u is e s , and d u k e s , w here he 
s e e s  v i r t u e  a b le  to  b e a r  t h a t  honor o r  m e r i t s ,  and 
d e se rv e s  i t ,  and so  i t  h a s  a lw ays b een  used  among u s .
But o r d i n a r i l y  th e  k in g  does o n ly  make k n ig h ts  and c r e a te  
b a ro n s  o r  h ig h e r  d e g re e s :  f o r  a s  f o r  g e n tle m en , th ey  
b e  made good cheap in  E ngland . For w hosoever s tu d ie s  
th e  law s o f  th e  re a lm , who s tu d i e s  i n  th e  u n i v e r s i t i e s ,  
who p ro f e s s e s  l i b e r a l  s c ie n c e s ,  and to  be  s h o r t ,  who can 
l i v e  i d ly  and w ith o u t  m anual la b o u r ,  and w i l l  b e a r  th e  
p o r t ,  c h a rg e  and cou n ten an ce  o f  a  g en tlem an , h e  s h a l l  
be  c a l l e d  m a s te r ,  f o r  t h a t  i s  th e  t i t l e  w hich  men g iv e  
to  e s q u ir e s  and o th e r  g en tlem en , and s h a l l  be ta k e n  
f o r  a  g en tlem an . . . .  A man may make d o u b t and q u e s t io n  
w h e th er t h i s  m aner o f  making g en tlem en  i s  to  b e  a llow ed  
o r  n o , and f o r  my p a r t  I  am o f  t h a t  o p in io n  t h a t  i t  i s  
n o t a m is s . For f i r s t  th e  p r in c e  lo s e s  n o th in g  by i t ,  as 
h e  sh o u ld  do i f  i t  w ere  a s  i n  F ra n c e : f o r  th e  yeomen o r
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husbandman i s  no more s u b je c t  to  t a i l l e  o r  ta x  in  
England th a n  th e  g en tlem an : n o , in  ev ery  payment to  
th e  k in g  th e  gen tlem an  i s  m ore c h a rg e d , w hich he b e a r s  
th e  g l a d l i e r  and d a re s  n o t  g a in sa y  f o r  to  sav e  and 
keep h i s  honor and r e p u ta t i o n .  In  any show o r  m u ste r 
o r  o th e r  p a r t i c u l a r  c h a rg e  o f  th e  town w here h e  i s ,  
he  m ust open h i s  p u rs e  w id e r and augment h i s  p o r t io n  
above o th e r s ,  o r  e l s e  he  d o es  d im in is h  h i s  r e p u ta t io n .  
As f o r  t h e i r  outw ard show, a  g en tlem an  (.if  he  w i l l  
be  so  accom pted) m ust go l i k e  a  g en tlem an , a  yeoman 
l i k e  a  yeoman, and a  r a s c a l  l i k e  a  r a s c a l :  and i f  he  
be c a l l e d  to  th e  w a rs , he  m ust and w i l l  (w h a tso ev er 
i t  c o s t  him ) a r r a y  h im s e lf  and arm him  a c c o rd in g  to  th e  
v o c a tio n  w hich h e  p re te n d s :  h e  m ust show a l s o  a  more 
manly co u rag e  and to k e n s  o f  b e t t e r  e d u c a t io n ,  h ig h e r  
stom ach and b o u n t i f u l l e r  l i b e r a l i t y  th a n  o th e r s ,  and 
keep a b o u t him  i d l e  s e r v a n t s ,  who s h a l l  do n o th in g  
b u t  w a i t  upon him . So t h a t  no man h a s  h u r t  by i t  b u t 
h e  h im s e l f ,  who h e re b y  p e r  chance  w i l l  b e a r  a  b ig g e r  
s a i l  th a n  h e  i s  a b le  to  m a in ta in .131
A second famous q u o ta t io n  from  th e  De R ep u b lica  i s  f r e q u e n t ly  
m is in te r p r e te d ,  u s u a l ly  b e ca u se  o n ly  a  p a r t i a l  q u o tlo n  i s  g iv e n , 
w hich  in v o lv e s  S m ith ’s  d is c u s s io n  "Of th e  f o u r th  s o r t  o f  men w hich 
do n o t r u l e . "  F re q u e n tly , th e  h i e r a r c h i c a l  c o n c e p tio n  o f  s o c ie ty  
i s  s e e n  a s  a  r i g i d l y  e x c lu s iv e  and e l i t i s t  s o r t  o f  s o c i a l  o rg a n iz a ­
t i o n .  I t  i s  a l l  to o  common to  s e e  s ta te m e n ts  to  th e  e f f e c t  t h a t ,  
" ' t h e  f o u r th  s o r t  o f  men who do n o t  r u l e '  . . . form ed no p a r t  o f  
th e  p o l i t i c a l  n a t i o n . "132 s m i th 's  f u l l  q u o ta t io n  shows su ch
I b i d . , p p . 3 9 -4 1 . On a  s l i g h t l y  e a r l i e r  d is c u s s io n  o f  
t h i s  p o in t ,  e s p e c ia l l y  by S i r  R ich ard  M orison , See W. Gordon Z e e v e ld 's  
c h a p te r  on "The P i l g r im s  and S o c ia l  E q u a l i ty "  in  F o u n d a tio n s  o f  Tudor 
P o l i c y , (C am bridge: H arvard  U n iv e r s i ty  P r e s s ,  194 8 ).
■ ^ D . C. Coleman, The Economy o f  E n g lan d , 1450-1750 , (London: 
O xford U n iv e r s i ty  P r e s s ,  1 9 7 7 ), p .  7 . One n o ta b le  exam ple o f  a  more 
co m p le te  re a d in g  o f  S m ith 's  p a ssa g e  I s  i n  P e te r  L a s l e t t ,  The World 
We Have L o s t ,  (New Y ork: C h a r le s  S c r ib n e r 's  S ons, 1 9 7 3 ), p p . 31 -32 .
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s ta te m e n ts  to  be p a te n t ly  f a l s e .  T h is  group ex p ec ted  to  be p ro p e r ly  
ru le d  an d , I n c r e a s in g ly ,  even  to  p a r t i c i p a t e  In  m a tte r s  o f  lo c a l  
governm ent:
The f o u r th  s o r t  o r  c l a s s  among u s ,  I s  o f  th o se  
w hich th e  o ld  Romans c a l l e d  c a p i t e  c e n s l j  p r o l e t a r i l  
o r  o p e ra e , day l a b o r e r s ,  poor husbandm en, y ea  m erchan ts  
o r  r e t a i l e r s  w hich  have  no f r e e  la n d , c o p y h o ld e rs , and 
a l l  a r t i f i c e r s ,  a s  T a i l o r s ,  Shoem akers, C a rp e n te rs , 
B rick m ak ers , B r ic k la y e r s ,  M asons, e t c .  These have no 
v o ic e  no r a u th o r i ty  i n  o u r common w e a lth , and no a cco u n t 
i s  made o f  them b u t o n ly  to  be  r u l e d ,  n o t to  r u l e  o th e r ,  
and y e t  th ey  be  n o t a l t o g e th e r  n e g le c te d .  For in  c i t i e s  
and c o rp o ra te  towns f o r  d e f a u l t  o f  yeomen, in q u e s ts  and 
J u r i e s  a r e  im paneled  o f  su ch  maimer o f  p e o p le . And in  
v i l l a g e s  th ey  be commonly made C hurchw ardens, a le c u n n e rs ,  
and many tim es  C o n s ta b le s , w hich  o f f i c e  to u ch es  more th e  
common w e a l th ,  and a t  th e  f i r s t  was n o t  employed upon
su ch  low and b a se  p e r s o n s . 133
F u rth e rm o re , Sm ith made i t  c l e a r  t h a t  a l l  p e o p le  i n  th e  rea lm  
w ere e x p ec ted  to  have  t h e i r  i n t e r e s t s  r e p r e s e n te d :
. . . A ll  t h a t  e v e r  th e  p e o p le  o f  Rome m ight do e i t h e r  
in  C e n tu r i a t i s  c o m i t i i s  o r  t r i b u t i s , th e  same may be 
done by th e  p a r l ia m e n t o f  E n g land , w hich r e p r e s e n ts  
and h a s  th e  power o f  th e  w hole rea lm  b o th  th e  head  and 
th e  body. For e v e ry  Englishm an i s  in te n d e d  to  be  th e r e  
p r e s e n t ,  e i t h e r  i n  p e rso n  o r  by p ro c u r a t io n  and a t t o r n i e s ,  
o f  w hat p re -e m in e n c e , s t a t e ,  d i g n i t y ,  o r  q u a l i t y  so e v e r  
he  b e , from  th e  P r in c e  (be  he King o r  Queen) to  th e  lo w est 
p e rso n  o f  E ng land . And th e  c o n se n t o f  th e  P a r lia m e n t i s  
ta k e n  to  b e  e v e ry  m an 's  c o n s e n t .134
l 33S m ith , p . 46 .
134I b i d . , p .  49 .
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In  th e  D isco u rse  o f  th e  Common Weal w r i t t e n  in  1549, Sm ith 
had used  th e  c l a s s i c a l  form  o f th e  d ia lo g u e ,  w ith  sp e a k e rs  r e p re s e n ­
t in g  th e  le a rn e d  men, th e  n o b i l i t y ,  th e  m e rc h a n ts , th e  h u sb a n d e rs , 
and th e  a r t i f i c e r s .  The D isc o u rse  h a s  lo n g  been  n o te d  f o r  i t s  
g e n e r a l ly  h ig h  l e v e l  o f  p o s i t i v e  a n a l y s i s ,  b u t  i t  in c lu d e s  s e v e r a l  
im p o r ta n t p a ssa g e s  w hich  r e f l e c t  th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  v iew  o f  s o c i a l  
o rd e r  a s  w e l l .  In  th e  "T h ird  D ia lo g u e"  o f  th e  D isc o u rse , th e  K n igh t 
a sk s  th e  D octo r how i t  m ig h t b e  p o s s ib le  to  have in d iv id u a ls  from  
d i f f e r e n t  o c c u p a tio n s , w i th  w id e ly  d i f f e r e n t  i n t e r e s t s  and o p in io n s , 
g iv e  up " p r iv a te  l i b e r t i e s  and p r i v i l e g e s "  and " g iv e  p la c e  to  a 
p u b lic  w ea l"^ 33 s in c e
. . . t h i s  d i v e r i s t y  o f  o p in io n s  . . . t r o u b le s  th e  
p e o p le  v e ry  s o r e  and makes g r e a t  s e d i t i o n  and d i v i s io n  
among them and in  manner makes d e b a te  betw een  n e ig h b o r 
and n e ig h b o r , f a th e r  and s o n , man and h i s  w ife , w hich 
i s  more to  be fe a re d  y e t  th a n  a l l  o th e r  th e  f o r e s a id  
lo s s e s  o f  w o rld ly  goods; f o r  i f  we w ere  n e v e r  so  p o o r 
and d id  n e v e r th e le s s  a g re e  among o u r s e lv e s ,  we sh o u ld  
l i c k  o u rs e lv e s  w hole a g a in  in  s h o r t  s p a c e .136
To w hich  th e  D o c to r r e p l i e s :
You s a y  t r u t h .  W ith  co n co rd , weak th in g s  do in c r e a s e  
and wax b i g ,  and c o n t r a r y ,  w ith  d is c o r d ,  s t ro n g  th in g s  wax 
w eak; and i t  m ust n eed s  b e  t r u e ,  t h a t  ( t r u t h )  i t s e l f  C h r is t
1 3 5 [ s i r  Thomas S m ith ] , A D isc o u rse  o f  th e  Common waa 7 o f T h is
Realm o f E n g lan d , (London; P r in te d  by T . M arshe, 15 8 1 ). "R e p rin ted  in  
Mary Dewar’s e d i t i o n ,  ( C h a r l o t t e s v i l l e ,  V i r g in i a :  U n iv e r s i ty  P re s s  o f  
V i r g in i a ,  1 9 6 9 ), p p . 125-126 .
136I b id . ,  pp. 126-127 .
s a y s ,  'E v e ry  kingdom d iv id e d  i n  i t s e l f  s h a l l  be  
d e s o l a t e . ' W herefore I  can n o t fo r b e a r  to  show you 
my po o r o p in io n  how so  g r e a t  a  m is c h ie f  a s  t h i s  i s  
may be av o id ed  o u t o f t h i s  Commonweal. And s t i l l  
I  w i l l  u se  one t r a d e ,  a s  i n  se e k in g  o u t th e  o r i g i n a l  
c a u s e s , and by ta k in g  away o f  t h a t  to  show th e  rem edy.
I  ta k e  th e  c h ie f  c a u se  h e re  o f  a s  w e l l  th e  s in s  of 
us t h a t  be  th e  m in is te r s  o f  C h r i s t 's  Holy Word and 
m y s te r ie s  a s  o f you t h a t  h e  th e  f lo c k .  And f i r s t  
o f  o u rs e lv e s  t h a t  h av e  sw erved a l to g e th e r  from  o u r 
due c o u rs e , o r d e r ,  and p r o f e s s io n  to  a l l  k in d  o f 
c a r n a l i t y  n o t o n ly  to  th e  b a se n e ss  o f  laymen b u t  
f a r  i n f e r i o r  u n to  them in  p r i d e ,  c o v e to u s n e s s , and 
f l e s h l y  l u s t s .  W herefore  you laym en, s e e in g  i n  us 
no e x c e lle n c y  in  o u r m anner in d e e d , th in k  us unw orthy 
to  be  y o u r le a d e r s  and p a s t o r s ,  o r  to  whose d o c t r in e  
you sh o u ld  g iv e  c r e d i t  whom you s e e  in  l i v in g  f a r  
d is c r e p a n t  from  th e  sam e. And th e r e f o r e  you ta k e  
upon you th e  judgm ent o f  s p i r i t u a l  th in g s ,  to  whom 
i t  d oes n o t a p p e r t a in ,  a s  one in c o n v en ien c e  draw s 
e v e r  a n o th e r  a f t e r  him . For so  lo n g  a s  we m in is te r s  
o f  th e  ch u rch  w ere o f  th o s e  m anners and c o n v e r s a t io n  
a g re e a b le  w ith  o u r d o c t r i n e s ,  so lo n g  a l l  men, y e a , 
th e  g r e a t  p r in c e s  o f  th e  w orld  and th e  w is e s t  men, 
a r e  c o n te n t  to  b e l ie v e  ou r d o c t r in e  and to  obey us 
in  th in g s  co n ce rn in g  th e  s o u l .  And s in c e  we f e l l  
from  th e  p e r f e c t io n  o f l i f e ,  we grew  o u t o f  c re d e n c e  
and th e  h o ly  d o c t r in e  o f  C h r is t  s u f f e r e d  s la n d e r  by 
o u r s i n f u l  l i v i n g .  So we have  g iv e n  th e  f i r s t  o c c a s io n  
o f t h i s  e v i l ,  and you have  ta k e n  i t  a s  an in s tru m e n t 
to  w ork t h i s  sch ism  w i th a l .  And though  b o th  do e v i l  
th e r e in ,  y e t  th e  remedy ought to  b e g in  a t  th e  r o o t  o f  
t h i s  m is c h ie f  w hich I  ta k e  to  be  i n  u s ,  th e  m in is te r s  
and p a s to r s  s p i r i t u a l .  And to  be  p l a i n  w ith  you and 
no more to  d is se m b le  o u r  own f a u l t s  th a n  I  h av e  done 
y o u rs , e x c e p t we re fo rm  o u rs e lv e s  f i r s t  I  can  have  
no g r e a t  t r u s t  to  s e e  t h i s  g e n e r a l  sch ism  and d iv i s io n  
in  r e l i g i o n  u t t e r l y  ta k e n  away. I t  may p e rc h an c e  w ith  
a u th o r i ty  be  f o r  a  tim e  a p p eased , b u t  n e v e r so  a s  i t  
s p r in g  n o t  up a g a in  e x c e p t we re fo rm  o u rs e lv e s  f i r s t . 137
137I b i d . , p p . 127-128 .
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Sm ith was somewhat p ro p h e tic  in  t h a t  p a s s a g e , b u t  h i s  s t a t e ­
m ents on th e  d is o r d e r  in  s e c u la r  a f f a i r s  t h a t  r e s u l t e d  from 
d is r u p t io n s  in  s p i r i t u a l  m a tte r s  w ere p e r f e c t ly  t r a d i t i o n a l  and 
f a m i l i a r .
Thomas Becon used  a n o th e r  t r a d i t i o n a l  l i t e r a r y  form  to  p re s e n t  
h i s  view  o f  s o c i a l  o r d e r ,  th e  C atech ism . Becon had been  C h ap la in  to  
P r o te c to r  Som erset a t  th e  tim e  o f  Edward V i 's  a c c e s s io n ,  and so  h i s  
u se  o f a  r e l i g i o u s  l i t e r a r y  form  i s  n o t s u r p r i s in g .  Becon*s 
C atech ism , w r i t t e n  in  1542 o r  1543, was d iv id e d  in to  s i x  p a r t s .  The 
f i n a l  s e c t i o n ,  "Of th e  O f f ic e s  o f  A ll  D e g re e s ,"  i s  m ost im p o r ta n t 
h e r e .  In  t h i s  s e c t io n  Becon d is c u s s e s  th e  d u t ie s  o f  tem p o ra l magi­
s t r a t e s ,  m in i s t e r s ,  d e a c o n s , s u b je c ts  o f  th e  re a lm , p a r i s h o n e r s ,  
h u sb an d s , w iv e s , p a r e n t s ,  c h i ld r e n ,  m a s te r s ,  s e r v a n t s ,  young men, 
young women, o ld  men, o ld  women, te a c h e r s ,  s t u d e n t s ,  r i c h  men, po o r 
men, and co n c lu d es  w ith  a  l e s s o n ,  "On th e  o f f i c e  and d u ty  o f a l l  
D egrees and E s ta e e s  G e n e ra l ly ."  Becon does c o n s id e r  "w o rld ly  
a f f a i r s "  a t  some le n g th  i n  h i s  C atech ism , b u t h e  to o  a rg u ed  t h a t  
econom ic and p o l i t i c a l  o rd e r  was b ased  on s p i r i t u a l  fo u n d a tio n s .
C it in g  P ro v e rb s  XXIX Becon n o te d  t h a t ,  "When th e  p re a c h in g  o f  G od's
138w o rld  f a i l s ,  th e  p e o p le  p e r i s h  and ru n  o u t o f  o r d e r ."
138Thomas Becon, The C atech ism , John  A yre , e d , ,  (C am bridge; 
P a rk e r  S o c ie ty ,  1 8 4 4 ), p .  3Q5. T h is  e d i t i o n  a l s o  r e p r i n t s  B eco n 's  
The Jew e l o f  J o y .
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Becon*s m ost famous t r a c t  on econom ic m a t te r s ,  The Jew el 
o f  J o y , was w r i t t e n  some sev en  o r  e ig h t  y e a r s  a f t e r  h i s  C atech ism . 
In  th e  l a t e r  t r a c t  Becon ta k a s  a  h a r d e r  l i n e  a g a in s t  th e  abuse  o f  
r i c h e s ,  b u t h i s  id e a  o f o rd e r  i a  n o t changed . A d d ress in g  one o f 
th e  f a v o r i t e  to p ic s  o f  th e  Tudor w r i t e r s  Becon n o te d  th a t
I t  i s  v e ry  f i t t i n g  and p ra is e w o r th y  enough f o r  a l l  
d e g re e s  o f  p e rso n s  to  w ear a p p a r e l  a c c o rd in g  to  t h e i r  
e s t a t e  and c a l l i n g ,  so  t h a t  v a n i t y ,  e x c e s s ,  and re jo y c in g  
th e r e in  be b a n ish e d . But c o n fu se d ly  e v e ry  man o r  woman 
to  w ear a s  them l i k e t h  i s  b o th  w ith o u t o rd e r  and g r e a t l y  
discom m endable, and ough t by th e  h ig h e r  pow ers to  be
r e d r e s s e d .139
And d is c u s s in g  a n o th e r  f a m i l i a r  Tudor p ro b lem , Becon c r i t i ­
c iz e d  th e  "g reed y  gen tlem en " who n e g le c te d  t h e i r  d u t ie s  to  th e  
commonweal and in v e r te d  t r a d i t i o n a l  o r d e r :
The s c r i p t u r e  say s  [Psalm s v i i i ]  t h a t  God made 
'b o th  sh eep  and oxen w i th  a l l  th e  b e a s t s  o f  th e  f ie ld *  
s u b je c t  u n to  man; b u t  now man i s  s u b je c t  u n to  them .
Where man was wont to  b e a r  r u l e ,  th e r e  th e y  now b e a r  
r u l e .  Where man was wont to  have  h i s  l i v i n g ,  th e r e  
th e y  now o n ly  l i v e .  Where man was wont to  i n h a b i t ,  
th e r e  th e y  now ra n g e  and g ra z e .
And th e  cau se  o f  a l l  t h i s  w re tc h ed n e ss  and b eg g ary  
in  th e  commonweal a r e  th e  g reed y  g en tlem en , w hich a r e  
sheepm ongers and g r a z i e r s .  W hile th e y  s tu d y  f o r  t h e i r  
own com m odity, th e  commonweal i s  l i k e  to  d e c a y . . . .
They w hich  in  tim es  p a s t  w ere  w ont to  b e  f a t h e r s  o f  
th e  c o u n try , a r e  now p o l l e r s  and p i l l e r s  o f  th e  c o u n tre y . 
They w hich  in  tim es  p a s t  w ere wont to  be  th e  d e fe n d e rs  
o f  th e  p o o r , a r e  now become d e s t r o y e r s  o f  th e  sam e.
They by  whom th e  commonweal som etim e was p re s e rv e d , 
a r e  now become th e  c a t e r p i l l a r s  o f  th e  commonweal, and
139I b id . ,  p . 440.
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su ch  as  seem by t h e i r  m anners to  have made a  solem n vow 
u t t e r l y  to  s u b v e r t  th e  commonweal, and to  p ro c u re  th e  
f i n a l  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  th e  sam e. They a r e  i n s a t i a b l e  w o lv es .
They know no m easu re . So th e y  may r e ig n ,  th ey  c a re  n o t who 
s u f f e r  p a in .  So th e y  may abound, th e y  c a r e  n o t who f a l l  
to  th e  g round . So th e y  may be  e n r ic h e d , th ey  c a re  n o t who 
be im p o v e rish ed . They a r e  r i g h t  b r o th e r s  o f  C a in , w hich 
had r a t h e r  s la y  h i s  b r o th e r  A b e l, th a n  he  sh o u ld  have  any 
p a r t  w ith  him o f  w o r ld ly  p o s s e s s io n s .1^0
R obert C row ley, b e s t  known f o r  th e  s t r a in e d  p o e try  o f  h i s  
One and T h y rty e  E p ig ram s, p u b l i s h e d  in  1550 The Voyce o f  th e  L a s t 
T rum pet, Blowen by th e  S ev en th  A ngel . . . C a l l in g  A1 E s ta te s  o f  Men 
to  th e  R ig h t P a th  o f  Theyr Vo c a t i o n . I n  t h i s  w ork , Crowley gave 
tw e lv e  l e s s o n s :  to  b e g g a r s ,  to  s e r v a n t s ,  to  yeomen, to  lewd p r i e s t s ,  
to  s c h o la r s ,  to  le a rn e d  men, to  p h y s ic ia n s ,  to  la w y e rs , to  m e rc h a n ts , 
to  g en tlem en , to  m a g i s t r a t e s ,  and to  women. The m essages o f  th e  
le s s o n s  a r e  s ta n d a rd  v e r s io n s  o f  th e  C h r i s t i a n  te a c h in g s  o f  th e  E n g lish  
R e n a is sa n c e . Compassion f o r  th e  poor i s  e x p re s s e d , a l l  e s t a t e s  a r e  
ask ed  to  remember t h e i r  s o c i a l  and r e l i g i o u s  d u t i e s  o f  o b ed ien ce  and 
c h a r i t y ,  id le n e s s  i s  condemned in  a l l  e s t a t e s  a s  t h e f t  from  th e  
com m onw ealth,^43 a  m o d era te  d e s i r e  f o r  w e a lth  i s  a c c e p te d  and d e f in e d
140I b i d . ,  p .  434.
^ 4^ W ritte n  in  1550 , r e p r in te d  i n  J .  M. Cowper, e d . ,  The S e le c t  
Works o f  R o b ert C row ley , E a r ly  E n g l ish  T ex t S o c ie ty ,  E x tra  S e r ie s  No. 
XV, (London: Degan P a u l ,  18 7 2 ). The ep igram  on u s u re r s  and o th e r s  on
econom ic m a tte r s  a r e  r e p r in te d  i n  Tawney and Power.
-*-4^ R e p rin te d  in  The S e le c t  W orks.
143I b id . ,  p . 73.
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as  "enough, in  s t o r e / f o r  th e e  and th in e  in  th y  d e g re e ,"144  and a  heavy 
r e l i a n c e  i s  p la c e d  on m a g is t r a te s  who a r e  c a l l e d  by God to  m a in ta in  
j u s t i c e  and r u l e  w ith  e q u i ty  and w i th  com passion f o r  th e  weak who a re  
com pelled  by "ex trem e  n eed ."^ -4^
C ro w ley 's  Way to  W ealth  i s  an  e ssa y  on th e  cau se s  and con­
seq u en ces  o f s e d i t i o n .  I t  i s  s ta n d a rd  Tudor f a r e  i n  e v e ry  r e s p e c t  
e x c e p t ,  p e rh a p s , in  C ro w le y 's  w i l l in g n e s s  to  blam e th e  " o p p re ss in g  
gen tlem en " who h av e  d iso b ey e d  law s by e n c lo s in g  commons, r a i s i n g  
r e n t s ,  and d e p r iv in g  th e  p e o p le  o f  good m in is te r s  by p ro m o tin g  laym en, 
f o r  th e  s e d i t i o n  o f  th e  p o o r .
One o f th e  m ost s e c u la r  m id-Tudor pam phle ts w r i t t e n  on eco­
nomic m a t te r s  was th e  anonymous 1549 t r a c t ,  P o l i c i e s  to  re d u c e  t h i s  
rea lm e  o f E nglande u n to  ci p ro s p e ru s  w e a lth e  and e s t a t e . B ut i n  t h i s  
t r a c t  to o  th e  p rob lem  o f  m a in ta in in g  s o c i a l  o rd e r  in  th e  fa c e  o f  
p re s s u re  from  chan g in g  demand f o r  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p ro d u c ts  was exam ined. 
The a u th o r  began  w i th  th e  custom ary  s ta te m e n t t h a t
. . . th e  s t r e n g th  o f  a  re a lm  a g a in s t  th e  in v a s io n  o f  
enem ies c o n s i s t s  in  h a v in g  a  N oble k in g  and good m a g i s t r a t e s ,  
th e  k in g  h av in g  alw ays s u f f i c i e n t  o f  T re a su re  to  m a in ta in  
w ar a g a in s t  h i s  e n em ies , th e  re a lm  b e in g  th o ro u g h ly  i n ­
h a b i te d  w ith  p e o p le , th e  p e o p le  b e in g  o b e d ie n t to  th e  k in g s  
m a je s te y , and to  th e  m a g is t r a te s  i n  th e  k in g 's  b e h a l f .  B ut 
a l a s  t h a t  s in g u la r  com m odity, w here w ith  God h as  endowed t h i s  
Realm e s p e c ia l l y  above a l l  o th e r s ;  i s  now l i k e  to  tu r n  u n to
144I b i d . , p .  89 .
145I h i d . ,  p .  96 .
14®A1so r e p r in te d  i n  The S e le c t  W orks, and f i r s t  p u b lis h e d  i n
1550.
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o u r d e s t r u c t i o n .  For th e  f in e n e s s  o f  o u r w ool h a s  h e r e -  
t o f o r  o f  l a t e  been  th e  o c c a s io n  t h a t  d iv e r s e  men o f  power 
have  m a in ta in ed  t h e i r  sheep  to  g e t  th e  poor men o u t o f  t h e i r  
h o u s e s , and o u t o f  a l l  t h a t  e v e r  th e y  have h ad . Y et i t  
ough t co b e  c o n s id e re d  t h a t  th e  m igh ty  f o r c e  o f  o u r enem ies 
can n o t be  r e s i s t e d  w i th  S heep , b e  t h e i r  wool n e v e r so  f i n e .  
But i n  th e  m u l t i tu d e  o f p e o p le  l a  th e  s t a t e  o f  a  k in g :  and 
in  th e  few ness o f  s u b je c t s  i s  th e  p r in c e s  d ish o n o r s ay s  
Solomon In  h i s  p ro v e rb s . L ik ew ise  th e  w ise  p h ilo s o p h e r  
P y th a g o ra s  say s  t h a t  th e  s u b je c t s  a r e  to  a  k in g  a s  a  wind 
i s  th e  f i r e .  For th e  g r o s s e r  t h a t  th e  w ind I s : th e  g r e a te r  
i s  th e  f i r e .  S ee ing  th e n  t h a t  th e  p ro sp e ro u s  s t a t e  o f  t h i s  
re a lm  c o n s i s t s  o f  th e s e  th in g s  b e fo re  re h e a rs e d , I  in te n d  
f i r s t  to  d e c la r e  how t h i s  re a lm  (God b e in g  p r a is e d )  may 
be  made p o p u lu s , th e  p e o p le  w e a lth y , th e  k in g  r i c h ,  th e  
re a lm  w ith o u t c i v i l  d is c o r d ,  v i t a l l s  p le n ty .
S i r  John  Choke*s The H u rt o f  S e d i t io n ,  w r i t t e n  in  re sp o n se  to  
K e t 's  r e b e l l i o n ,  r e p e a te d ly  made th e  l in k a g e  betw een  o rd e r  and 
w e a lth  (o r  d i s o r d e r  and p o v e r ty )  in s t e a d  o f  power and p le n ty .  Of 
c o u rs e  th e  o rd e re d  s o c ie ty  was a l s o  s t r o n g e s t  in  m a tte r s  o f  d e fe n s e , 
so  a  s o r t  o f  t r a n s i t i v i t y  d id  h o ld .  A ccord ing  to  Cheke,
. . .  i t  i s  p l a i n l y  im p o ss ib le  t h a t  th e  c o u n try  s h a l l  
w e l l  s ta n d  i n  governm ent, and th e  p e o p le  grow to  w e a l th ,  
w here o rd e r  i n  e v e ry  s t a t e  i s  n o t  f i t l y  o b se rv e d : and 
t h a t  body can n o t be w ith o u t  much g r i e f  o f  ln f la m a tio n  
w here any l e a s t  p a r t  i s  o u t o f  j o i n t ,  o r  n o t d u ly  s e t  
in  h i s  own n a t u r a l  p la c e .
And, t y p i c a l l y ,  s o c i a l  d i s o r d e r  i n  an  i s o l a t e d  E n g lish  
v i l l a g e  would l e a d ,  Cheke th o u g h t,  to  d i s o r d e r  i n  th e  u n iv e r s e :
l ^ R e p r i n t e d  i n  Tawney and Pow er, I I I ,  p .  314 .
1 AftS i r  John  Cheke, The H u rt o f  S e d i t io n , How g reey o u s  i t  i s  
to  a  Commonwealth (1 5 4 9 ) , r e p r in te d  i n  R aphael H o lin s h e d 's  Chron­
i c l e s  , I I I . ,  (London, 1808 e d i t i o n ) ,  p .  1003.
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When s e d i t i o n  once b re a k s  o u t ,  s e e  you n o t th e  law s 
o v e rth ro w n , th e  m a g is t r a te s  d e s p is e d ,  s p o i l in g  o f  h o u se s , 
m u rd erin g  o f men, w a s tin g  o f  c o u n t r i e s ,  in c r e a s e  o f  d i s ­
o r d e r ,  d im in is h in g  o f  th e  r e a lm 's  s t r e n g t h ,  swarm ing o f  v aga­
b o n d s , s c a r c i t y  o f  l a b o r e r s ,  and a l l  th o s e  m is c h ie f s  p l e n t i f u l l y  
b ro u g h t i n ,  w hich  God i s  w ont to  sco u rg e  s e v e r a l ly  w i t h a l l ,  
w a r, d e a th ,  and p e s t i l e n c e ? ^ 9
S i r  W illiam  F o r r e s t 's  1548 F le a a a u n t Poesye o f  P r i n c e l i e  
P r a c t i c e , p re s e n te d  to  Edward VI a s  a  " t r a n s l a t i o n "  o f  a  w ork com­
posed  by A r i s t o t l e  f o r  A lexander th e  G re a t ,  was n o t  o n ly  a  s e r i e s  
o f  p ro p o sed  rem ed ies  f o r  econom ic p ro b le m s , b u t  a l s o  s e t  o u t  to  show 
how s o c i a l  o rd e r  had dev e lo p ed  from  t h a t  tim e when a l l  men w ere , "o f 
one s t r i p e  o r  k in d ."  S p e c ia l iz a t io n  and d iv i s io n  o f  la b o r  w ere key 
c o n c e p ts  i n  t h i s  e v o lu t io n a ry  p r o c e s s ;  b u t  F o r r e s t ,  l i k e  m ost o f  th e  
Tudor w r i t e r s ,  saw a s p i r i t u a l  re a so n  b eh in d  th e s e  c o n c e p ts .  He 
w ro te  t h a t
As s c a r c i t e e  o f  th in g e s  c au se  th e  d e a r th e  ta p p e a r e ,
s o ,  i n  few e, a t  t h i s  w o r ld is  e r e c t io n
th in g e s  w eare  n o t b ro u g h t to o  t h e i r  due p e r f e c t io n .
By p ro c e s s  a s  th e  same can s p r in g e  and grow e, 
and men o f  e x p e r ie n c e  g a th e re d  th e  f r u y t e :
Wone th e n  la b o re d  a n o th e r  to y e r th ro w e : 
thorow e h ig h e  pream ynence to o  b e a re  th e  b r u y te .
As su ch e  p ro s p e re d  in  t h e i r  s a id e  p u rs u y te  
a t  l a s t e  i t  f e l l  by w yse persw asyon 
men to o  b e a re  r u l e  and have  dom ynation
I n  a l l  t h e i r  S tudye  and w ise  com pasynge, 
t h e i r  p r i v a t e  w e a lth e  th e y  dyd p o s tp o n e r a te : 
th e  Commune com m oditle f i r a t e  p r e f e r r y n g e ,  
o f  t h o i s e  t h a t  th e y  had to o  them made s u b ju g a te ,
149I b id . , I I I . ,  p .  1010.
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undre  h ig h e s te  w e ies  o f  lo o v e  a f f e c t i o n a t e :  
a s  I f  th y n g es  S toode In  ln d l f f e r e n c e e  
t h e l r  ayde in c ly n e d  to o  th e  more p a r ty e .
T hat Kynge (bee s u re )  can  n e a v e r  b ee  p o o re : 
w heare a s  h i s  Commons ly v e th e  w e l th e ly e . 
i f  th ey  b ee  n o t a b le  to  keep e  open d o o re ;
I t  m uste w ith e  hym th e n  b u t s m a ll  m u lty p ly e  
f f o r  kynges o f  t h e i r  Commons sumtyme m uste  ayde t r y e .  
The m ore th e r e f o r e  th e  pub l i k e  w ea le  d o th e  a ff lo w e  
th e  more I s  t h e i r  w e a lth e :  t h i s  re a so n  p ro v e th e  nowe.
And t r u e  i t  i s  th e  h lg h e  O p if ic e r  
s e n d e th e  n o t h i s  g i f t e s  to o  wone p e r ty c u la r ly e  
b u t t h a t  a  m u lty tu d e  wone w ith e  o th e r ,  
th e  same sh o u ld  p a r t i c y p a t e  m u tu a lly e .
S i th e  h ee  a l th in g e s  h e e r e  d o th e  make to o  m u lty p ly e
to  th en d e  a f o r e s a id e ,  o f God e l e c t a ,
s e e  th e n  th e  same s to n d e  i n  h e r  f u l l  e f f e c t e .150
F o r r e s t ,  who l i k e  many o f h i s  c o n te m p ra r ie s  "co u ld  accom odate 
h i s  f a i t h  to  r e ig n in g  p o w ers , "151 se rv e d  a t  v a r io u s  tim es  a s  a  p r i e s t  
in  th e  s e r v ic e  o f  W olsey, S o m erse t, and Mary T udor. But t h i s  p ra g ­
m a tic  f a c i l e n e s s  d id  n o t  a l t e r  h i s  id e a  t h a t  th e  d u ty  o f  a  P r in c e  was
152to  p u t down V ice  and to  prom ote V ir tu e  — as w e l l  a s  in s u r in g  t h a t  
Englishm en d id  n o t have  to  e a t  r o o t s ,  h e rb s  and o th e r  "b eg g ery e  
b a g g a g e ,"  b u t  i n s t e a d ,
E x t r a c ts  from  F o r r e s t 's  P le a s a u n t  Poesye a r e  r e p r in te d  in  
Tawney and Power an d , a t  s l i g h t l y  g r e a t e r  le n g th ,  in  J .  M. C ow per's 
e d i t io n  o f  Thomas S ta r k e y 's  England i n  th e  R eign  o f  King Henry th e  
E ig h th : A D ia lo g u e  Between C a rd in a l P o le  and Thomas L u p se t . . . .
(M illw ood, New Y ork: K raus R e p r in t  C o ., 1 9 7 4 ), p p . lx x x v - lx x x ix . 
C ow per's e d i t i o n  was f i r s t  p u b lis h e d  i n  two volum es by th e  E a r ly  
E n g lish  T ex t S o c ie ty  i n  1878.
^~*T b id . ,  p .  l x x ix .
•̂̂ I b i d . ,  p . l x x v i .
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geeve E n g lisc h e  men m eate  a f t e r  t h e i r  o ld  u sa g e , 
B e e lf ,  M utton , V e a le , to  c h e a re  t h e i r  c o u rag e ; 
and th e n  I  d a re  to  t h i s  by11 s e t t  my h an d e: 
th e y  s h a l l  d e fen d e  t h i s  owre n o b le  E n g l a n d e . - ^ 3
Thomas S ta rk e y , a p p o in te d  C h ap la in  to  Henry V II I  i n  1535 a t  
Thomas C rom w ell's  r e q u e s t ,  w ro te  h i s  D ia lo g u e  Between C a rd in a l P o le  
and Thomas L u pse t f o r  a  v e ry  p r a c t i c a l  p u rp o se — nam ely , to  p e rsu ad e  
P o le  to  r e tu r n  and s e r v e  Henry V I I I .  Today, how ever, th e  D ia logue  
s ta n d s  a s  one o f  th e  m ost co m p le te  s ta te m e n ts  on th e  Tudor concep­
t i o n  o f  o r d e r ,  Tudor p o l i t i c a l  th e o ry ,  and Tudor econom ic c o n d i t io n s  
and th o u g h t. The t r a d i t i o n a l  sym bols o f  o rd e r  a r e  u sed  e x p l i c i t l y  
by S ta rk e y  th ro u g h o u t th e  d ia lo g u e ,  as  in  " P o le 's "  comment t h a t
. . .  we have n o te d  th e  m ost g e n e r a l  f a u l t s  and m lso rd e rs  
t h a t  we can  f in d  now a t  t h i s  t im e , b o th  in  th e  p o l i t i c  
body and a l s o  i n  th e  outw ard  th in g s  o f  n e c e s s i ty  r e q u ir e d  
to  th e  w e a lth y  s t a t e  and v e ry  common w ea l h e re  o f  ou r
c o u n try , t h i s  re m a in s ................. to  to u c h  th e  m ls o rd e rs  and
i l l  governance  w hich  we s h a l l  f in d  i n  ( th e )  o r d e r  and r u l e  
o f  th e  s t a t e  o f  o u r c o u n try ;  th e  w hich  o rd e r  and r u l e  we 
b e fo re  have d e c la re d  to  re sem b le  th e  s o u l  in  m an 's  body.
For even l i k e  a s  th e  s o u l  g iv e s  l i f e ,  g o u v e rn s , and r u le s  
th e  body o f  man, so  d o es  c i v i l  o rd e r  and p o l i t i c  r u l e  . . . 
g o vern  and s t a b i l i z e  th e  p o l i t i c  body i n  e v e ry  c o u n try ,
c i t y ,  and t o w n .  ̂ 4
And " L u p s e t ,"  who i s  r e a l l y  th e  le a d in g  sp e a k e r  i n  th e  f i r s t  
m ajo r s e c t io n  o f  th e  d ia lo g u e ,  h a s  e a r l i e r  approved  o f  t h i s  concep­
t i o n  o f  o rd e r  a t  even  g r e a t e r  le n g th s :
•̂ I b i d . , p .  x c v .
154I b i d . ,  p .  99 .
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. . .  a s  man by n a tu r e  e x c e l l s  a l l  o th e r s  In  d i g n i t y ,  so  he  
h as  c e r t a in  v i r t u e s  by n a tu re  co n v en ie n t to  th e  same e x c e l­
le n c y :  th ey  w h ich , by  th e  o p in io n  o f  man, a r e  n o t co n ce iv ed  
and grounded in  h e a r t ,  n o r  y e t  be  n o t  p ro p e r  to  one n a t io n  
and n o t to  a n o th e r ,  b u t e s ta b l i s h e d  by n a tu r e ,  a r e  common 
to  a l l  m ankind. A s, hy exam ple, th e r e  i s  a  c e r t a i n  e q u ity  
and j u s t i c e  among a l l  n a t io n s  and p e o p le , w hereby th ey  a re  
in c l in e d  one to  do good to  a n o th e r ,  one to  be  b e n e f i c i a l  
to  a n o th e r ,  l i v i n g  to g e th e r  in  a  com panionable l i f e .  And, 
l ik e w is e ,  th e r e  i s  a  c e r t a i n  tem perance  o f th e  p le a s u r e s  
o f  th e  body , w hich  i s  n o t m easured by th e  o p in io n  o f  man, 
b u t by th e  h e a l th  th e r e o f  and n a tu r a l  p ro p a g a tio n , a s  to  
e a t  and d r in k  o n ly  to  s u p p o r t  th e  h e a l t h  and s t r e n g th  o f 
th e  body , and to  u se  m o d era te  p le a s u r e  w ith  woman; f o r  
la w fu l in c r e a s e  o f  th e  p e o p le  i s ,  among a l l  men and a l l  
n a t io n s ,  esteem ed v i r t u e  and h o n e s ty . And i n  l i k e  manner 
man, w ith  g r e a t  co u rag e  to  d e fen d  h im s e lf  from a l l  v io ­
le n c e  o f  o th e r  i n j u r i e s  o r  w rongs, and p a t i e n t l y  to  s u f f e r  
a l l  such  chance  a s  can  n o t be  a v o id e d , i s ,  among a l l  
p e o p le , ta k e n  a s  a  n o b le  v i r t u e .  T here  i s  a l s o  a  c e r t a i n  
w i t  and p o l ic y  by n a tu r e  g iv e n  to  man in  e v e ry  p la c e  and 
c o u n try , w hereby he i s  i n c l in e d  to  l i v e  i n  c i v i l  o rd e r  
a c c o rd in g  to  th e  d ig n i ty  o f  h i s  n a tu r e ;  and to  p e rc e iv e  
to  mean how he may a t t a i n  t h e r e t o ,  th e r e  i s ,  fu r th e rm o re , 
i n  a l l  men by n a tu r e ,  w ith o u t any o th e r  i n s t r u c t i o n ,  
ro o te d  a  c e r t a i n  re v e re n c e  to  God, w hereby th ey  honor 
him a s  governour and r u l e r  o f  a l l  t h i s  w o rld . For y e t  
th e r e  was n e v e r n a t io n  so  ru d e  o r  b l in d  b u t  f o r  t h i s  
c au se  th e y  r e l i g i o u s l y  w orsh ipped  and honored  th e  name 
o f God. These v i r t u e s ,  and o th e r  l i k e ,  w hereby man, o f  
n a tu r e  m eek, g e n t l e ,  and f u l l  o f  h u m an ity , i s  in c l in e d  
and s t i r r e d  to  c i v i l  o rd e r  and lo v in g  company, w ith  
h o n e s t b e h a v io u r  b o th  tow ard  God and man, a r e  by th e  
power o f  n a tu r e  i n  th e  h e a r t  o f  man ro o te d  and p la n te d ,  
and by no v a in  o p in io n  o f  fan cy  c o n ce iv e d . And though 
i t  be  so  t h a t  among a l l  n a t io n s  many so  l i v e ,  as th e y  had 
u t t e r l y  f o r g o t te n  th e  d ig n i ty  o f  t h i s  t h e i r  n a tu r e ,  and 
had no su ch  v i r t u e s  by n a tu r e  in  them  s e t  and p la n te d ;  y e t  
among them a l l ,  few th e r e  b e ,  o r  no n e , w h ich , so  l i v i n g ,  
ju d g e  th e m se lf  to  do w e l l ,  b u t  th in k  th e m se lf  t h a t  th ey  
a r e  s l ip p e d  and f a l l e n  from  th e  e x c e lle n c y  o f t h e i r  n a tu r e ,  
w ith  g r e a t  and c o n t in u a l  g rudge  o f  c o n sc ie n c e  In w a rd ly .155
^ ^ X b i d . , p p . 1 3 -1 4 .
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Clement A rm strong was th e  f i r s t  m ajor econom ic w r i t e r  o f  th e  
p o s t-R e fo rm a tio n  Tudor p e r io d .  D e sp ite  th e  some se v e n ty  to  e ig h ty  
y e a r s  t h a t  s e p a r a te  h i s  w orks from  th o s e  o f De M alynes, A rm stro n g 's  
s ta te m e n ts  on th e  ends o f econom ic and s o c i a l  p o l i c y ,  a s  r e f l e c t e d  
in  h i s  comments on s o c i a l  o r d e r ,  a r e  th o ro u g h ly  c o m p a tib le  w ith  th o se  
o f h i s  fe l lo w  busin essm an  who w ro te  a t  th e  end o f  th e  Tudor a g e .
In  h i s  t r a c t  e n t i t l e d  How to  Reforme th e  Realme in  3 e tty n g  Them to  
Werke And To R e s to re  T i l l a g e ,  p ro b a b ly  w r i t t e n  in  1535 o r  1536, 
A rm strong s a id  t h a t
. . . h i s  g ra c e  and h i s  lo r d s  had  now need to  p e rc e iv e  
and know th e  remedy how to  r e s t o r e  th e  body o f h i s  re a lm  
to  a  more w e a lth  th a n  e v e r  i t  was i n ,  a s  much a s  God h as  
n o t o th e rw is e  o rd a in e d  i t ;  t h e r e f o r e  th e  k in g  and h i s  
lo r d s  have need  to  m in is te r  r i g h t  o rd e r  o f common w e a l, 
o r  e l s e  th ey  m ust n eed s d e s t r o y  t h e i r  own w eal by th e  
v e ry  o rd in a n c e  o f God, f o r  th e y  a r e  upho lden  and b o rn  
upon th e  body. I f  th e y  w i l l  b e  r i c h ,  th ey  m ust f i r s t  
s e e  a l l  common p e o p le  have  r i c h e s ,  t h a t  o u t th e r e o f  m ust 
r i s e  t h e i r  r i c h e s  and a l l  th e  p e o p le  be o u t o f  n e e d . A 
r i c h  w e lth y  body o f  a  re a lm  makes a  r i c h  w ea lth y  k in g  
b e in g  th e  head  th e r e o f ,  and a  p o o r , f e b l e ,  weak body o f 
a  re a lm  m ust needs make a  p o o r , f e e b l e ,  weak k in g . Our 
s o v e re ig n  lo r d  th e  k in g  o f  England c an n o t g a th e r  abun­
dance  o f  g o ld  and s i l v e r  o u t o f  th e  hands o f common 
p e o p le  i n  th e  body o f  th e  re a lm  w ith o u t  th ey  have i t .
I n  A T r e a t i s e  C oncern inge  th e  S ta p le  and th e  Com m odities o f  
t h i s  Realme (c .  1 5 1 9 -3 5 ) , A rm strong f i r m ly  p la c e d  th e  s o u rc e  o f  th e  
w e a lth  o f  England in  th e  d iv in e  scheme o f  th in g s :
156This t r a c t ,  w h ich  i s  a t t r i b u t e d  to  A rm strong , i s  
r e p r in te d  i n  Tawney and Pow er, I I I . ,  p .  115.
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. . . th e  husbandmen and fa rm e rs  in  England re c e iv e d  o f 
th e  g i f t  o f  God y e a r ly  by w ork o f  h u sb an d ry  in  a  r i g h t  o rd e r  
(where God f i r s t  gave th e  la y e r s  th e r e o f  when no s ln g u la i r y  
was so u g h t to  have more p le n ty  o f  w ork by m en 's  wisdom th a n  
God by h i s  wisdom f i r s t  o rd a in e d , t h a t  a l l  men by t h e i r  
b o d i ly  w ork sh o u ld  r e c e iv e  o f  God as  g i f t  b o th  m eat and 
c lo th in g  to g e th e r ,  t h a t  i s  w i th  th e  w ork o f h u sb an d ry  to  
r e c e iv e  th e  s p e c i a l  g i f t  o f  th e  f in e n e s s  and goodness o f  
th e  s t a p l e  w oo l, w hich  God by  h i s  f i r s t  day o f  e v e r l a s t in g  
l i g h t  by v i r t u e  o f  H is h o ly  s p i r i t  gave in to  th e  e a r t h  f o r  
th e  common w e a lth  o f  E ng land , b e f o r e  su n , moon and s t a r s  
w ere  made, w hich  a r e  b u t th e  m in is te r s  o f  th e  g i f t  o f  th e  
sam e). . . . ^ 7
And, th e  t r o u b le s  w hich p lag u ed  England b e c a u s e , A rm strong 
b e l ie v e d ,  i t  d id  n o t have  a  d o m estic  s t a p l e  o f  c l o t h ,  r e s u l t e d  i n  
s o c i a l  and s p i r i t u a l  d i s o r d e r  a s  w e l l  a s  econom ic l o s s .  He com plained  
t h a t
No man in  England n e v e r s e e k s  f o r  no common w e a l, 
b u t a l l  and e v e ry  f o r  h i s  s in g u la r  w e a l. By th e  wisdom 
o f Adam's f a l l ,  u n d er th e  sun  no m an 's  wisdom a t t a i n s  
u n to  G od 's w isdom, no m an 's  r i g h t  i s  m et n o r m easured  by 
G od 's r i g h t ,  t h a t  i s  th e  s ta n d a rd  r i g h t  o f  a l l  common 
w e a l. T h a t sh o u ld  be th e  k in g ’s  head  r i g h t ,  l i k e  a s  th e  
head  r i g h t  o f  e v e ry  one man. What o th e r  r i g h t  h a s  God 
p u t  i n to  th e  head o f  ev ery  one man, b u t  o n ly  th e  r i g h t  
o f common w eal o f a l l  th e  members in  h i s  body . What 
man can say  by th e  o f f i c e  o f  h i s  m outh , fe e d in g  a l l  th e  
members i n  h i s  body , to  g iv e  to  one hand more th a n  to  a  
a n o th e r  o r  to  one f in g e r  o r  to  any one member more th a n  
to  a n o th e r ,  w hereby to  h u r t  and d e s t r o y  a n o th e r ,  b u t  
t h a t  a l l  members sh o u ld  r e c e iv e  m eat to g e th e r  to  l i v e  
o u t o f  n e c e s s i t y ,  e tc .^ 5 8
l ^ T h i s  t r a c t  i s  a l s o  a t t r i b u t e d  to  A rm strong , and r e p r in te d  
in  Tawney and Pow er, I I I . ,  p . 90•
158I b i d . ,  I I I . ,  p .  114.
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S ir  Thomas E ly o t ,  w r i t in g  in  1530 j u s t  a f t e r  th e  f i r s t  
m eeting  o f  th e  R efo rm atio n  P a r l ia m e n t ,  was i n  many ways th e  f u l l y  
dev elo p ed  h u m an ist o f  h i s  d a y , and so  one m igh t th in k  a  man o f  v e ry  
d i f f e r e n t  tem peram ent from  bu sin essm en  su ch  a s  A rm strong and De 
M alynes. Y et in  h i s  Boke Named th e  G overnor th e r e  i s  a  p a ssa g e  so  
s im i l a r  i n  theme to  De Malynes* d e s c r ip t i o n  o f  o rd e r  in  The Canker 
o f  E n g lan d ’s  Commonwealth quo ted  ab o v e , t h a t  th e  two p a ssa g e s  m igh t 
be  p a sse d  o f f  as  i n - c l a s s  p a p e rs  w r i t t e n  s im u lta n e o u s ly  by two 
p ro m isin g  s tu d e n ts  f o r  some m y th ic a l Tudor s c h o o lm a s te r . E ly o t 
w ro te :
Behold a l s o  th e  o rd e r  t h a t  God h as  p u t g e n e r a l ly  
i n  a l l  h i s  c r e a t u r e s ,  b e g in n in g  a t  th e  m ost i n f e r i o r  o r  
b a s e ,  and a sc e n d in g  upw ard: He made n o t  o n ly  h e rb s  to
g a rn is h  th e  e a r t h ,  b u t  a l s o  t r e e s  o f  a  more em inen t 
s t a t u r e  th a n  h e r b s ,  and y e t  i n  th e  one and th e  o th e r  
be d e g re e s  o f  q u a l i t i e s ;  some p le a s a n t  to  b e h o ld , some 
d e l i c a t e  o r  i n  good t a s t e ,  o th e r  wholesome and m ed i- 
c in a b l e ,  some commodious and n e c e s s a ry .  S im ila r ly  in  
b i r d s ,  b e a s t s ,  and f i s h e s ,  some be  good f o r  th e  s u s ­
te n a n c e  o f  man, some b e a r  th in g s  p r o f i t a b l e  to  sundry  
u s e s ,  o th e r  be  a p t  to  o c c u p a tio n  and l a b o r ;  i n  d iv e r s e  
some i s  s t r e n g th  and f i e r c e n e s s  o n ly ; some o th e r  s e rv e  
f o r  p le a s u r e ;  none o f  them  h a s  a l l  th e s e  q u a l i t i e s ;  few 
have  th e  m ore p a r t  o r  many, s p e c i a l l y  b e a u ty ,  s t r e n g t h ,  
and p r o f i t .  B ut w here any i s  found  t h a t  h a s  many o f 
th e  s a id  p r o p e r t i e s ,  he  i s  more s e t  by th a n  a l l  th e  
o th e r ,  and by t h a t  e s t im a t io n  th e  o rd e r  o f h i s  p la c e  
and d e g re e  e v id e n t ly  a p p e a rs ;  so  t h a t  e v e ry  k in d  o f 
t r e e s ,  h e r b s ,  b i r d s ,  b e a s t s ,  and f i s h e s ,  b e s id e  t h e i r  
d i v e r s i t y  o f  fo rm s , have  (a s  who s a y s )  a  p e c u l i a r  d i s ­
p o s i t i o n  ap p ro p e red  u n to  them  by  God t h e i r  c r e a t o r :  so 
t h a t  e v e ry th in g  i s  i n  o r d e r ,  and w ith o u t o rd e r  may be 
n o th in g  s t a b l e  o r  p e rm an en t; and i t  may n o t b e  c a l l e d  
o r d e r ,  e x c e p t i t  do c o n ta in  i n  i t  d e g re e s ,  h ig h  and
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b a s e ,  a c c o rd in g  to  th e  m e r i t  o r  e s t im a t io n  o f  th e  th in g
th a t  i s  o r d e r e d .1^9
C o n clu sio n s
The p o in t  to  be  made w ith  a l l  o f th e s e  lo n g  and g e n e r a l ly  
u n fa m il ia r  q u o ta t io n s  i s  p a in f u l ly  s im p le ; i t  i s  a  p o in t  t h a t  
s c h o la r s  in  o th e r  f i e l d s  have  lo n g  a c c e p te d . S o c ia l  th o u g h t in  
Tudor E n g land , even a f t e r  th e  d i s r u p t in g  in f lu e n c e s  o f th e  E n g lish  
R efo rm a tio n , was g u id ed  and s t a b i l i z e d  by a  c l a s s i c a l  and C h r i s t i a n  
v iew  o f s o c i a l  o r d e r ,  and by an  e x p l i c i t  a c c e p ta n c e  o f  a  summum 
bonum f o r  man— " to  know th e  t r u t h  a b o u t God and to  l i v e  in  
co m m u n ities . " 16°
As F erguson  n o te s ,  th e  Tudor s o c i a l  w r i t e r  was s t i l l  
accustom ed
. . . to  th e  i d e a l  o f  a  s t a b l e  s o c ie ty  o f  f ix e d  o rd e r  
and d e g re e . And i t  was s t i l l  v e ry  easy  f o r  him  to  s e e  
in  t h e i r  b a n e f u l  e f f e c t s  th e  c o l l e c t i v e  wages o f  c o l l e c ­
t i v e  s i n ,  f o r  w hich  th e  o n ly  remedy was c o l l e c t i v e  
re p e n ta n c e .161
W hile th e  d is c u s s io n  o f  means was o f te n  th o ro u g h ly  s e c u la r  
and even  m e c h a n is tic  i n  s p i r i t ,  " th e  m ost s e c u la r  o f  th e  Tudor w r i t e r s
l ^ E l y o t ,  p .  4 .
1 6 0 s t .  Thomas A q u in as , Summa T h e o lo g ie s , 2a  2a e , d lv  I ,  Q.
i i i ,  a r t .  v i i i .  Quoted in  Tawney, R e l ig io n  and th e  R ise  o f  C api­
ta l i s m  , p . 25.
lfc lp e rg u so n , The A r t i c u l a t e  C i t iz e n  in  th e  E n g lish  
R e n a is sa n c e , p .  407.
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was a s  read y  a s  h i s  e v a n g e l ic a l  co n tem p o ra rie s  to  re c o g n iz e  th e  
m oral u n d e rp in n in g  and p u rp o se  o f  s o c ie ty  . . ."162
T h is  i s  a l l  d i a m e t r ic a l l y  opposed to  H e c k s c h e r 's  id e a s  on 
"The N a tu re  o f  th e  M e r c a n t i l i s t  C oncep tion  o f  S o c ie ty ."  And 
H eckscher c l e a r l y  m eant to  in c lu d e  th e  Tudor w r i t e r s  in  h i s  con­
dem nation  o f  th e  m e r c a n t i l i s t  c o n c e p tio n  o f  s o c ie ty .  I n  M e rc a n tilism  
he  c i t e s ,  to  name o n ly  th o s e  whose w orks have a l r e a d y  b een  quo ted  
e a r l i e r  i n  t h i s  c h a p te r ,  Clement A rm strong ( a t  l e a s t  t h i r t e e n  t im e s ) ,  
Thomas S ta rk e y , S i r  W illiam  F o r r e s t , P o l ic e s  to  Reduce t h i s  Realme 
o f  E nglane . . . ( a t  l e a s t  e ig h t  t im e s ) , A D isco u rse  o f  th e  Common 
Weal . . . (more th a n  tw e n ty - f iv e  t im e s ) , Thomas W ilson  ( a t  l e a s t
s i x  t im e s ) ,  R o b ert H itc h c o c k , and th e  e a r ly  w r i t i n g s  o f G erard  De
163M alynes (w ith  more th a n  a  dozen r e f e r e n c e s  to  De M aly n es).
I t  i s  c o n c e iv a b le  t h a t  H e c k sc h e r 's  c la im s  on th e s e  m a tte r s  
can  be j u s t i f i e d  in  d is c u s s io n s  o f  p o s t-1 6 4 0  E n g lish  econom ic 
t h o u g h t . T h e  " m e r c a n t i l i s t  c o n c e p tio n  o f  s o c ie ty "  may even  be 
o f  some u se  in  d is c u s s in g  th e  e a r ly  S tu a r t  p e r io d ,  from  1603 to
162I b i d . . p p . 407-408 .
163T his c o u n t i s  ta k e n  from  H e c k sc h e r 's  in d e x , supp lem ented  
in  some c a s e s  by my own c o u n t and c o r r e c t io n s .
164S e e , how ever, C h a r le s  W ils o n 's  a r t i c l e  on "The O th er Face 
o f  M e rc a n t i l is m ,"  r e p r in te d  i n  Coleman, e d . ,  R e v is io n s  i n  M e rc a n til is m . 
W ilson  c r i t i c i z e s  Tawney and M. B e lo f f  f o r  t h e i r  h a r s h  judgm ents on 
th e  p o s t-1 6 4 0  p e r io d ,  b u t  p e rh a p s  h e  sh o u ld  have  a l s o  d e a l t  w ith  
H e c k sc h e r 's  more g e n e r a l  c r i t i c i s m  o f  th e  m e rc a n ti l is m  p e r io d .
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1640. As Tawney once o b se rv e d , "Most o f  th e  a t t i t u d e s  and m easures 
. . . w hich  w ere  to  triu m p h  a t  th e  R e s to r a t io n  can  b e  see n  ta k in g  
shape  betw een th e  d e a th  o f  E l iz a b e th  and th e  open ing  o f  th e  C iv i l  
W ar."165
I t  i s  im p o s s ib le  to  p r e c i s e ly  s e t  a  d a te  to  r e p r e s e n t  when
th e  c l a s s i c a l  and C h r i s t i a n  id e a s  on o rd e r  f e l l  o u t o f  u se  in  E n g lish
econom ic l i t e r a t u r e .  I n  some l i t e r a r y  form s th e  id e a  rem ained  s t ro n g
lo n g  a f t e r  E l i z a b e th 's  d e a th ,  and may b e  t r a c e d  to  some e x te n t  th ro u g h
S h ak esp ea re  and Jonson  to  Dryden an d , u l t i m a t e l y ,  to  Pope, S w ift and 
166Gay. But th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  "w orld  p i c tu r e "  was u n d e r a t t a c k  even
b e fo re  E l i z a b e t h 's  d e a th  i n  1603. John  W h e e le r 's  1601 T r e a t i s e  o f
Commerce i s  m arked ly  more s e c u la r  i n  to n e  and i n t e n t  th a n  m ost o f
th e  Tudor econom ic l i t e r a t u r e ,  and r e p r e s e n ts  th e  f i r s t  m ajo r a tte m p t
to  d e fen d  th e  p r a c t i c e s  o f a  p a r t i c u l a r  company o f m erch an ts  a g a in s t
167th o s e  who "d o u b t(e d )  o f  th e  N e c e s s a r ie n e s "  o f su ch  a  monopoly to  
th e  re a lm . But even  e a r l i e r ,  a round  1598, John  M arston  had com plained  
in  d o g g e re l v e r s e  t h a t  men had l o s t  s i g h t  o f  th e  G re a t C hain (o r  a s
165R. H. Tawney, "The R ise  o f  th e  G e n try , 1558-1640 ,"
Economic H is to ry  Review , (1 9 4 1 ) , p . 35 .
166S ee , f o r  exam ple, J e f f e r y  H a r t 's ,  "Ben J o n s o n 's  Good 
S o c ie ty ,"  Modern Age, (1 9 6 2 ); and L . C. K n ig h ts , Drama and S o c ie ty  
in  th e  Age o f  J o n so n , (New Y ork: N o rto n , 1 9 6 8 ).
167John  W h ee le r, A T r e a t i s e  o f  Commerce, (1 6 0 1 ). R e p r in te d  
i n  G eorge B urton  H o tc h k is s ' e d i t i o n ,  (New Y ork: New Y ork U n iv e r s i ty  
P r e s s ,  1 9 3 1 ), p . 127 . S t i l l ,  W heeler d id  p o in t  o u t t h a t  h i s  company 
had n o t "been  w an tin g "  in  "deeds o f p i e ty  and c h a r i t y . "
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M arston  would have I t ,  a  sy stem  o f  p ip e s ) .  A u th o r i t ie s  d id  d e la y  
th e  c o l la p s e  f o r  a  tim e , a s  S i r  Thomas Sm ith had th o u g h t th ey  
m ig h t, and i n t e r e s t i n g l y  enough M a rs to n 's  w orks w ere among th o se  
burned  in  1599 in  th e  A rchbishop  o f  C a n te rb u ry 's  p u rg e  o f  s a t i r i c a l  
and in d e c e n t  l i t e r a t u r e .  Hut M a rs to n 's  v i s io n  d id  f i n a l l y  come 
t r u e .  And even i f  i t  was a  few y e a r s  p re m a tu re , h i s  s ta te m e n t s e rv e s  
b e s t  to  show th e  coming end o f  th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  c o n c e p tio n  o f  o r d e r ,  
and to  p o in t  ahead  to  th e  grow th  o f  th e  m e c h a n is tic  c o n c e p tio n  o f 
m e th o d o lo g ic a l in d iv id u a l is m . M arston  r a i l e d  t h a t
Sure I  n e re  th in k  th o s e  axiom s t o  be  t r u e ,
T hat s o u le s  o f  men, from  t h a t  g r e a t  s o u le  e n su e , 
And o f  h i s  e sse n c e  doe p a r t i c i p a t e  
A s 't  w ere by p ip e s ,  when so  d e g e n e ra te ,
So a d v e rse  i s  o u r n a tu r e s  m o tio n ,
To h i s  Im m aculate c o n d i t io n :
T hat such  fo u le  f i l t h ,  from  su ch  f a i r e  p u r i t y ,
Such s e n s u a l l  a c t s  from  su ch  a  D e ity ,
Can n e re  p ro c e e d . But i f  t h a t  dream e w ere so 
Then s u re  th e  s lim e  t h a t  from  o u r s o u le s  doe flow  
Have s t o p t  th o s e  p ip e s  by w hich  i t  was c o n v a i 'd ,
And now no humane c r e a t u r e s ,  once d i s r a i 'd  
Of t h a t  f a i r e  jem .
B e a s ts  s e n c e , p l a n t s  g ro w th , l i k e  b e in g  a s  a  s to n e ,  
But o u t a l a s ,  o u t C ognaisance  i s  g o n e .168
John M arsto n , The S courge  o f  V i l l a n i e ,  (1 5 9 8 ). R e p r in te d  
and e d i t e d ,  G. B. H a r r is o n , (New Y ork: B arnes and N ob le , 19 6 6 ), 
p .  7 6 . ’
CHAPTER I I I
LESSER GUIDING PRINCIPLES OF TUDOR ECONOMIC THOUGHT
The t r a d i t i o n a l  c o n c e p tio n  o f  o rd e r  h e ld  by th e  Tudor w r i t e r s  
and o f te n  e x p re sse d  w ith  im ages o f  th e  G rea t C hain o f  B eing o r  th e  
body p o l i t i c  i s  o f  c r u c i a l  im p o rtan ce  in  d i s t in g u i s h in g  betw een Tudor 
econom ic th o u g h t and th e  econom ic th o u g h t t h a t  su cceeded  i t  in  
E ngland . P ro p e r ly  u n d e rs to o d , and a llo w in g  f o r  new l i n e s  o f  em phasis 
a s s o c ia te d  w ith  R en a issan ce  th o u g h t, i t  i s  e q u a l ly  im p o r ta n t in  
d i s t in g u is h in g  Tudor econom ic th o u g h t from  m ed iev a l and S c h o la s t ic  
th o u g h t. But th e  p roblem  w ith  t h i s  v iew  o f  s o c i a l  o r d e r ,  and w ith  
th e s e  im ag es, i s  t h a t  th e y  w ere f o r  so  lo n g  and so  w id e ly  a c c e p te d  
th a t  th e y  a r e  o f  v e ry  l i t t l e  h e lp  in  d i s t in g u i s h in g  th e  " e t h i c a l  d i f ­
f e re n c e s "  and r e s u l t i n g  d i f f e r e n c e s  in  p o l ic y  p ro p o s a ls  coming from  
w r i t e r s  w i th in  th e  Tudor p e r io d .
L e s se r  " g u id in g  p r i n c i p l e s "  w hich ex ten d ed  and d ev elo p ed  from  
th e  Tudor w o rld  v iew  can be o f  h e lp  i n  m aking th e s e  d i s t i n c t i o n s ,  and 
a t  l e a s t  fo u r  su ch  p r i n c i p l e s  w ere  b e in g  a c t i v e l y  d is c u s s e d  by th e  
Tudor econom ic t h in k e r s .  The p r i n c i p l e s  have a l l  been  d is c u s s e d  in  
some seco n d a ry  l i t e r a t u r e  a t  one p o in t  o r  a n o th e r .  They may each  be 
s a id  to  b e ,  more b ro a d ly ,  "R en a is sa n ce "  p r i n c i p l e s ,  and n o t s p e c i ­
f i c a l l y  T udor. But th e  Tudor w r i t e r s  d id  f r e q u e n t ly  u se  p a r t i c u l a r  
v a r i a n t s  o f  th e s e  p r i n c i p l e s ,  and th e s e  " A n g lic iz e d "  p r in c ip l e s  have
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n e v e r  been  b ro u g h t to g e th e r  to  e x p la in  Tudor econom ic th o u g h t.  T hat 
w i l l  be th e  p u rp o se  o f  t h i s  c h a p te r .
The C oncept o f  C iv ic  A c t iv i t y
As L ovejoy  n o te d , th e  R en a is sa n c e  v e r s io n  o f  th e  Image o f  th e  
G rea t C hain  o f  B e in g , em p h asiz in g  th e  co n cep t o f  p le n i tu d e  and Im ages 
o f  moving down th e  G rea t C h a in , im p lie d  t h a t  th e  a c t i v e  l i f e  would be 
h e ld  i n  m ore e s teem  th a n  th e  c o n te m p la tiv e  l i f e  and t h a t  th e  a c t i v i t y  
o f  th e  c r e a t iv e  a r t i s t  w ould be s e e n ,  " .  . . a s  th e  mode o f  human 
l i f e  m ost l i k e  th e  d i v i n e . A c t u a l l y ,  th e  R e n a is sa n c e  w r i t e r s  
n e v e r  unan im ously  a c c e p te d  t h a t  p o in t .
B efo re  t r a c in g  th ro u g h  s p e c i f i c  C o n t in e n ta l  and  E n g lish  
w r i t e r s '  d e b a te  on th e  a c t i v e  and c o n te m p la tiv e  l i f e ,  th e  m ajo r 
i s s u e s  in v o lv e d  in  th e  g e n e r a l  d e b a te  m ust be b r i e f l y  s e t  o u t and 
d is c u s s e d  in  te rm s o f  t h e i r  Im p o rtan ce  to  econom ic th o u g h t.
The q u e s t io n  o f  w hat s o r t  o f  l i f e  men o u g h t t o  le a d  i s ,  o f  
c o u r s e ,  a  v e ry  o ld  o n e . The d e b a te  on th e  q u e s t io n  h a s  o f te n  b een  
co nducted  on su ch  a  r h e t o r i c a l ,  and even  u to p ia n  l e v e l ,  t h a t  h i s ­
t o r i a n s  o f  econom ic th o u g h t have s im p ly  ig n o re d  th e  d e b a te ,  o r  
a ss ig n e d  I t  o v e r  to  th e  p h i lo s o p h e r s .  Some a t t e n t i o n  i s  g iv e n  to  
C h r i s t i a n  i d e a l s  and m odels o f  l i f e  by  s tu d e n t s  o f  S c h o la s t i c  e co ­
nomic th o u g h t ,  and b y  th o s e  who have ta k e n  th e  econom ic th o u g h t
Ifi^L ovejoy , p . 8 4 . See p .  4 5 , a t  n .  95 abo v e.
170o f  th e  a n c ie n ts —p r im a r i ly  P l a t o ,  Xenophon and A r i s t o t l e — s e r io u s ly .
The q u e s t io n  i s  a l s o  Im p o rtan t i n  d is c u s s io n s  on th e  r i s e  o f  econom ic
in d iv id u a l is m ; b u t a s  su g g e s te d  e a r l i e r ,  th e  Weber-Tawney m a te r ia l
w hich shows t h a t  a  new mode o f  l i f e  was dev elo p ed  and a c c e p te d  in
c e r t a i n  P r o te s t a n t  n a t io n s  p e r t a in s  p r im a r i ly  to  th e  p o s t-1 6 4 0  p e r io d
o f  European h i s t o r y . L i t t l e  a t t e n t i o n  h as  been  g iv e n  to  th e
R en a issan ce  d e b a te  o v e r th e  a c t i v e  and c o n te m p la tiv e  l i f e  by
h i s t o r i a n s  o f  econom ic th o u g h t ,  w hich  i s  s u r p r i s in g  b ecau se  d u rin g
t h i s  p e r io d ,  on th e  C o n tin e n t and in  E n g lan d , th e  d e b a te  was v i t a l ,
172in t e n s e ,  p ra g m a tic , and a n y th in g  b u t u to p ia n .
In  ex trem e v e r s io n s  th e  i s s u e  a t  th e  h e a r t  o f  th e  d e b a te  was 
p e r f e c t ly  c l e a r .  Were men to  b e s t  s e rv e  t h e i r  tim e  on e a r th  in  
c o n te m p la tio n  o f  th e  d iv in e  n a tu r e  o f  God and th e  u n iv e r s e ,  o r  by 
w orking f o r  th e  community to  re fo rm  e v i l  and prom ote v i r t u e  w h erev er 
th e y  m igh t be fo u n d , u s in g  e v e ry  m o ra l means a v a i l a b le ?  S u b o rd in a te  
q u e s t io n s  w ere in v o lv e d  i n  e i t h e r  a p p ro ach . Could men r e a l l y  l e a r n  
ab o u t th e  d iv in e  a s p e c ts  o f  th e  u n iv e r s e  u s in g  t h e i r  own re a so n  and 
th e  w r i t in g s  o f  e a r l i e r  C h r i s t i a n s  and p h l lo s p h e r s ;  o r ,  c o u ld  men 
hope to  b r in g  o rd e r  and j u s t i c e  to  t h e i r  s o c i a l  sy stem s u s in g  re a s o n ,
170S e e , f o r  exam ple Leo S t r a u s s , Xenonphonr s  S o c r a t ic  D is­
c o u rse  ; An I n t e p r e t a t i o n  o f  th e  OeconomicuB, t r a n s l a t e d  by Lord 
C a rn es , ( C o r n e l l ,  New Y ork : C o rn e ll  U n iv e r s i ty  P r e s s ,  1971.
3 71 See pp . 1 8 -2 2 , a t  n .  33-43  abo v e.
172B arry  Gordon d oes b r i e f l y  d is c u s s  some o f  th e  I s s u e s  i n ­
v o lv ed  in  h i s  r e c e n t  Economic A n a ly s is  B efo re  Adam S m ith ; H esiod  to  
L e s s lu s , (New Y ork: B arn es  and N o b le , 1 9 7 5 ), and in  h i s  s e p a r a te  
B ib lio g ra p h y  on th e  same p e r io d .
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governm ent, la w , and even r e l i g i o n  a s  t h e i r  to o ls ?  Given th e  R en a is ­
san ce  f a i t h  In  e d u c a t io n ,  th e  answ ers to  b o th  o f  th e  s u b o rd in a te  
q u e s tio n s  w ere a lm o st a lw ays a f f i r m a t i v e ,  a t  l e a s t  in  a r e a s  w here th e  
humanism o f  th e  R en a issan ce  had n o t le d  to  a th e ism . U n fo r tu n a te ly , 
t h i s  agreem ent on s u b o rd in a te  d e t a i l s  d id  n o t h e lp  r e s o lv e  th e  c e n t r a l  
i s s u e ,  w hich became even  m ore complex a s  some w r i t e r s  t r i e d  to  d evelop  
a  s y n th e s is  o f  th e  two ex trem e p o s i t io n s .
I t  sh o u ld  n o t  be  to o  much o f  an o v e r s im p l i f i c a t i o n ,  f o r  th e  
p u rp o ses  o f  t h i s  d i s c u s s io n ,  to  I d e n t i f y  th r e e  s ta g e s  o f  th e  c e n t r a l  
d e b a te , w ith  th e  f i n a l  s ta g e  r e p r e s e n t in g  th e  a tte m p t to  r e c o n c i le  to  
some e x te n t  th e  e a r l i e r  two s t a g e s .  I n  some e a r ly  s ta te m e n ts  on th e  
c o n te m p la tiv e  l i f e ,  men w ere a sk ed  t o  r e j e c t  c o m p le te ly  th e  l i f e  o f  
a c t i v i t y ,  to  "know th e m se lv e s"  th o ro u g h ly  by lo o k in g  in w a rd , b u t u l t i ­
m a te ly  to  r a i s e  t h e i r  th o u g h ts  above t h i s  w o rld  tow ard  some b e a t i f i c  
v i s io n  o f  g ra c e . The a c t i v e  l i f e  was sp u rn ed  b ecau se  i t  d i s t r a c t e d  
man from  h i s  h ig h e r  p u rp o s e s , and b ecau se  i t  a c t u a l l y  en d angered  h i s  
s o u l by in v o lv in g  him in  p o l i t i c a l ,  c o n t r a c tu a l  and com m ercial v e n tu re s  
w here te m p ta tio n  and c o r r u p t io n  w ere t h r u s t  in  from  a l l  s i d e s .
The re sp o n se  to  t h i s  e a r l y ,  e s s e n t i a l l y  a s c e t i c  v e r s io n  o f  th e  
c o n te m p la tiv e  l i f e ,  was in s p i r e d  by  th e  r e d is c o v e ry  and renew al o f  
i n t e r e s t  in  s e c t io n s  o f  a n c ie n t  G reek and Roman l i t e r a t u r e  t h a t  
developed  th e  id e a s  o f  c iv i c  v i r t u e .  The c o n te m p la tiv e  l i f e  was 
a t ta c k e d  a s  a s e l f i s h ,  e l i t i s t  id e a ,  w hich w ro te  o f f  th e  hopes o f  
th e  m a jo r i ty  o f  m ankind f o r  e i t h e r  e t e r n a l  s a lv a t io n  o r  w o rld ly  
j u s t i c e ,  o r d e r ,  and s e c u r i t y .  C iv ic  a c t i v i t y ,  on th e  o th e r  h an d ,
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s t im u la te d  m an 's  c a p a c i ty  a s  a re a so n in g  c r e a t u r e ,  and e x t r a c te d  th e  
g r e a t e s t  b e n e f i t s  from  h i s  v i r t u e  and s k i l l s .  V ir tu o u s  men w ere 
s tre n g th e n e d  by b e in g  exposed  to  c o r ru p t io n  and g re e d , and by b e in g  
p la c e d  In  a  p o s i t io n  where th e y  m igh t re fo rm  e v i l ,  n o t  m e re ly  a v o id  I t .
Some w r i t e r s  f i n a l l y  p o in te d  o u t t h a t  a  good l i f e  m igh t be 
le d  e i t h e r  In  c o n te m p la tio n  o r  in  c iv i c  a c t i v i t y .  The q u e s t io n  o f  
w hich l i f e  was b e s t ,  how ever, rem ained  u n s e t t l e d .  The s u p p o r te r s  
o f  th e  c o n te m p la tiv e  l i f e  co u ld  a c c e p t  th e  u s e f u ln e s s  and even  th e  
p r o p r ie ty  o f  th e  a c t i v e  l i f e ,  and th e  id e a  t h a t  a l l  men would d ev o te  
some tim e  and en erg y  to  a c t i v e  a t te m p ts  to  Im prove th e  tem p o ra l 
o rd e r .  But th e y  s t i l l  h e ld  t h a t  o n ly  In  c o n te m p la tio n  co u ld  man 
re a c h  h i s  t r u e  p e r f e c t io n .  The d e fe n d e rs  o f  th e  a c t i v e  l i f e  su g g e s te d  
th a t  d i f f e r e n t  men had d i f f e r e n t  t a l e n t s ,  some b e in g  m ore f i t  f o r  
a c t i v i t y  th a n  o th e r s  who sh o u ld  le a d  th e  c o n te m p la tiv e  l i f e ,  b u t 
th e y  s t i l l  m a in ta in e d  t h a t  th o s e  who c o u ld  s e rv e  th e  community sh o u ld  
f u l f i l l  t h a t  d u ty  and a t  l e a s t  l i m i t  th e  tim e  th e y  sp e n t i n  p e rs o n a l  
s p i r i t u a l  m a t te r s .  Many o f  th e s e  w r i t e r s  a l s o  su g g e s te d  t h a t ,  in  
d e a l in g  w ith  m a t te r s  o f  th e  commonwealth, th e  same q u e s t io n s  t h a t  
men would fa c e  in  a  l i f e  o f  s o l i t a r y  c o n te m p la tio n  would be r a i s e d ,  
b u t a t  an  even  more im p o r ta n t l e v e l  in v o lv in g  th e  w hole s o c i a l  o r d e r ,  
n o t j u s t  i n d iv id u a l  s o u l s .
Once th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  men m ig h t le a d  v i r t u o u s  l i v e s  
e i t h e r  i n  c o n te m p la tio n  o r  in  s e r v ic e  to  th e  community had  b een  
a d m itte d , th e  q u e s t io n  was im m ed ia te ly  r a i s e d  w h e th e r o r  n o t th e  
w hole i s s u e  o f  th e  lo n g  d e b a te  was " e s s e n t i a l , "  o r  a  " m a tte r  o f
88
i n d i f f e r e n c e ."  S ta rk e y  was p ro b a b ly  th e  f i r s t  E n g lish  w r i t e r  to
173i d e n t i f y  a d ia p h o ra , o r  th in g s  i n d i f f e r e n t  f o r  s a l v a t i o n .  A p p lied  
o r i g i n a l l y  by th e  S to ic  w r i t e r s  " in  a  p u re ly  m oral s e n s e ,  "7'7^ th e  
d is c u s s io n  o f  " th in g s  i n d i f f e r e n t "  was u sed  p r im a r i ly  in  Tudor 
l i t e r a t u r e  w ith  r e s p e c t  to  q u e s t io n s  o f  Church governm ent, in  a s s o ­
c i a t i o n  w ith  such  c o n c e p ts  a s  p a p a l i n f a l l i b i l i t y  and th e  m o n a rch 's  
r o l e  in  th e  n a t io n a l  c h u rch . E s s e n t i a l l y ,  th e  E n g lish  P r o t e s t a n t s ,  
le d  by S ta rk e y , w ere c la im in g  th a t  Henry V II I  and l a t e r  r u l e r s  had 
th e  r i g h t  to  assume th e  le a d e r s h ip  o f  th e  A n g lican  Church and to  
d iv o rc e  and m arry  w i th in  much b ro a d e r  l i m i t s  th a n  th e  C a th o lic  
Church a llo w e d . The E n g lish  w r i t e r s  c la im ed  t h a t  su ch  q u e s t io n s  
w ere n o t m a t te r s  e s s e n t i a l  to  th e  s a lv a t io n  o f  th e  o b e d ie n t E n g lis h ­
m en 's  s o u l s ,  s in c e  th e y  w ere n o t d i r e c t l y  p r o h ib i te d  in  th e  s c r i p t u r e s .  
The id e a  o f  i n d i f f e r e n c e  became an im p o r ta n t one i n  th e  E n g lish  
R e fo rm a tio n . Z eev e ld  p o in ts  o u t t h a t  S ta r k e y 's  " a n g l ic iz e d "  v e r s io n  
o f  th e  id e a  o f  a d la p h o ra , " ap p ea red  In  th e  t h i r t y - n i n e  a r t i c l e s ,  In  
H o o k e r 's  0 £  th e  Laws o f  E c c l e s i a s t i c a l  P o l i c y , and in  L au d .7,7^
173Z e e v e ld , p . 129 . The fo llo w in g  d is c u s s io n  o f  " th in g s  i n ­
d i f f e r e n t "  i s  b ased  on th e  e a r l y  s e c t io n  o f  Z e e v e ld 's  c h a p te r  on 
" S ta rk e y  and th e  C rom w ellian  P o l i t y . "  Z eev e ld  c i t e s  (p . 128) a s  a  
c l e a r  s ta te m e n t o f  t h i s  id e a  a  p a ssa g e  from  T . S . E l i o t ' s  " L a n c e lo t 
A ndrew es" i n  E ssay s  A n c ien t and M odern, (New Y ork, 1 9 3 2 ), pp. 4 -7 .
E l i o t  saw i n  th e  A n g lic an  v i a  m e d ia , " th e  f i n e s t  s p i r i t  o f  England 
o f  th e  t im e ,"  c h a r a c te r iz e d  b y , "T  . . t h a t  d e te rm in a tio n  to  s t i c k  
to  e s s e n t i a l s ,  t h a t  aw aren ess  o f  th e  n eed s  o f  th e  t im e , th e  d e s i r e  
f o r  c l a r i t y  and p r e c i s io n  in  m a t te r s  o f  im p o rtan ce  and th e  I n d i f f e r e n c e  
to  m a t te r s  i n d i f f e r e n t . "
174I b i d . , p . 113 .
175I b id . , p . 129 .
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The Tudor w r i t e r s  d id  n o t e x p l i c i t l y  a p p ly  th e  co n cep t o f  
a d ia p h o ra  to  th e  d e b a te  o v e r  c iv i c  a c t i v i t y ,  b u t q u e s t io n s  o f  
" e s s e n t i a l i t y "  and " in d i f f e r e n c e "  w ere o p en ly  r a i s e d .  S ta rk e y  him­
s e l f  used  th e  id e a s  in  a rg u in g  th a t  n e i t h e r  th e  law s o f  n a tu re  n o r 
c i v i l  law  were bound by P ap a l a u t h o r i t y .^ 7^ Custom c o u ld  j u s t i f i a b l y  
be re g a rd e d  a s  a  s a n c t io n  f o r  s o c i a l ,  l e g a l ,  and r e l i g i o u s  a rra n g e ­
m ents a s  lo n g  a s  no " e s s e n t i a l "  q u e s t io n  o f  o rd e r  was in v o lv e d . In  
s p i r i t u a l  m a t t e r s ,  th e  c r i t e r i o n  o f  e s s e n t i a l i t y  was th e  word o f  th e  
B ib le .  In  tem p o ra l a f f a i r s ,  th e  t e s t  o f  e s s e n t i a l i t y  was th e  "law  o f 
n a tu r e ." * 77 T h ings I n d i f f e r e n t  i n  p u re ly  s p i r i t u a l  m a t te r s  w ere to  
be  c o n t r o l le d  by  Church custom , r i t u a l ,  and th e  d e c is io n s  o f  reco g ­
n iz e d  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  b o d ie s .  T h ings i n d i f f e r e n t  in  w o rld ly  m a t te r s  
w ere  r i g h t l y  d i r e c te d  by custom , law , and th e  tem p o ra l m a g is t r a te s .  
Once g u id an ce  on I n d i f f e r e n t  th in g s  had been  e s ta b l i s h e d  by th e  p ro p e r  
r u l i n g  b o d ie s ,  th e  d u ty  o f  a l l  C h r is t ia n  s u b je c ts  was o b e d ie n c e .
T h is  e s t a b l i s h e d  a  new fram ew ork and a ls o  r a is e d  new q u e s t io n s  f o r  th e  
Tudor d e b a te  on th e  a c t i v e  and c o n te m p la tiv e  ways o f  l i f e .
Was i t  s e t  down i n  th e  B ib le  o r  in  n a t u r a l  law  w h e th e r men 
sh o u ld  le a d  th e  l i f e  o f  c o n te m p la tio n  o r  th e  l i f e  o f  c iv i c  a c t i v i t y ?  
O r, i f  th e  b e s t  m anner o f  l i f e  was a  " th in g  i n d i f f e r e n t , "  d id  custom  
o r  law , o r  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  o r  ro y a l  command, c a l l  men to  one way o f
176I b id . , p . 130.
*77I b i d . , e s p e c ia l ly  pp . 1 3 0 -133 .
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l i f e  b e fo re  th e  o th e r?  And I f  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  d i r e c t i o n s  c o n f l i c t e d  
w ith  ro y a l  commands, w hich body was to  be obeyed?
The c o n tin u in g  d e b a te  was re c o g n iz e d  a s  a  c r u c i a l  o n e , 
In v o lv in g  v i t a l  q u e s t io n s  o f  in d iv id u a l  s a lv a t io n  and Im p o rtan t 
m a tte r s  o f  s t a t e .  In  e s t a b l i s h in g  th e  p a r t i c u l a r  form  t h a t  th e  
E n g lish  v e r s io n  o f  th e  d e b a te  fo llo w e d , i t  m ust f i r s t  be shown how 
th e  Tudor w r i t e r s  i n h e r i t e d ,  o r  to o k  o v e r ,  many p o in ts  t h a t  had been  
dev e lo p ed  i n  th e  e a r l i e r  I t a l i a n  R e n a is sa n c e . T hen , th e  E n g lish  
v e r s io n  o f  th e  d e b a te  m ust be  d is c u s s e d ,  re c o g n iz in g  th e  im p o rtan ce  
o f  th e  E n g lish  p e r s o n a l i t i e s  in v o lv e d  and th e  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  b ack ­
ground o f  th e  E n g lish  R en a issan ce  and R efo rm a tio n . Not s u r p r i s i n g l y ,  
s in c e  m ost o f  th e  Tudor econom ic w r i t e r s  w ere th e m se lv e s  men o f  
a c t i v i t y  w r i t in g  f o r  o r  to  m in is te r s  h ig h ly  p la c e d  in  g overnm en ta l 
p o s t s ,  th e  a c t i v e  l i f e  was seen  a s  th e  p ro p e r  l i f e  f o r  m ost men o f  
t a l e n t s  i n  th e  Tudor econom ic l i t e r a t u r e .  However, th e  i s s u e  o f  
e s s e n t i a l i t y  was n o t  f i n a l l y  r e s o lv e d ,  even  i n  te rm s o f  a c h ie v in g  
some c o n se n su s . And, more th a n  to k e n  a t t e n t i o n  c o n tin u e d  to  be 
g iv e n  to  a rgum ents f o r  th e  c o n te m p la tiv e  l i f e ,  i f  o n ly  b ecau se  th e  
Tudor w r i t e r s  had to  d e a l  w ith  th e  p e rs o n a l  exam ples t h a t  had been  
s e t  by s e v e r a l  p rom inen t E nglishm en w hich c a l l e d  f o r  a  r e tu r n  to  
th e  p r iv a te  v i r t u e  o f  " p e r p e tu a l  p h ilo s o p h y ,"  and a  d im in ish e d  
em phasis on c i v i c  d u ty . B u t, a s  n o te d  ab o v e , th e  d is c u s s io n  o f  
s p e c i f i c  i s s u e s  and w r i t e r s  m ust b e g in  i n  I t a l y ,  a t  th e  v e ry  
b e g in n in g  o f  th e  European R e n a is sa n c e .
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The I s s u e  o f  w hich s o r t  o f  l i f e  was m ost n o b le  had been
d eb a ted  open ly  in  R en a issa n c e  I t a l y  more th a n  a  c e n tu ry  b e fo re  most
178o f  th e  Tudor w r i t e r s  l i v e d .  P e t r a r c h ,  C o lu cc io  S a l u t a t i ,  and
Leonardo B ru n t A re tln o  d e v e lo p e d , i n  d i f f e r e n t  s t a g e s ,  th e  I t a l i a n
R e n a is s a n c e 's  u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f  C ic e ro  a s  th e  man whose e th i c s
" r e c a l l e d  c i t i z e n s  to  p u b l ic  l i f e "  and c o u n te ra c te d  th e  in f lu e n c e s
G reek p h ilo so p h y  had had on many a n c ie n t  Romans who, w eary  o f  th e
Roman c i v i l  and f o r e ig n  w a rs , "w ere a n x io u s  to  l e a r n  . . . t h a t  th e r e
was a n o th e r  w o rth y  l i f e  to  be  l e d ,  b e s id e s  t h a t  o f  a  p o l i t i c a l l y
179m inded Roman c i t i z e n . "
Hans Baron n o te d  t h a t ,  a f t e r  th e  p u b l ic a t io n  o f  B r u n l 's  m ost 
im p o r ta n t w o rk s , " . . .  C ic e ro  ta u g h t  th e  R en a issan ce  th e s e  two 
th in g s :  th e  p rim ary  t a s k  o f  man i s  a c t i o n  and s e r v ic e  f o r  th e  com­
m u n ity ; an d , th e  c o n ta c t  o f  th e  s p i r i t  w ith  a c t i v e  l i f e  does n o t
180d i s t r a c t  h i s  pow ers b u t s t im u la te s  h i s  h ig h e s t  e n e r g y ."  B ru n i was 
a l s o  im p o r ta n t i n  b r in g in g  A r i s t o t l e  i n to  t h i s  d e b a te . As Baron 
w r i t e s ,
178 See Hans B aron , The C r i s i s  o f  th e  E a r ly  I t a l i a n  R e n a is sa n c e , 
( P r in c e to n ,  P r in c e to n  U n iv e r s i ty  P r e s s ,  1 9 5 5 ); an d , h i s  a r t i c l e  on 
"C ice ro  and th e  Roman C iv ic  S p i r i t  i n  th e  M iddle Ages and E a r ly  
R e n a is sa n c e , "  B u l l e t i n  o f  th e  John  R ylands L ib r a r y , (1938) r e p r in te d  
in  th e  B o b b s -M e rr ill  E uropean H is to ry  R e p r in t  S e r i e s , No. E -13 . See 
a l s o  P u l l a n 's  w ork on R en a issa n c e  V e n ic e , th e  c i t y  w h ich , Baron s a i d ,  
was m ore a  c o u n te r p a r t  o f  C ic e ro n ia n  Rome th a n  any  o th e r  I t a l i a n  c i t y .
179B aron , "C ice ro  and th e  Roman C iv ic  S p i r i t  . . . , "  p . 4 . 
18° I b i d . , p .  2 2 .
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B ru n i, who was th e  f i r s t  to  r e v e a l  A r i s t o t l e  to  th e  
f i f t e e n t h  c e n tu ry  a s  an a l l y  In  th e  c l t i z e n t s s t r u g g le  f o r  
th e  ' v i t a  a c t i v e  p o l i t i c s , '  was a ls o  th e  f i r s t  to  r e - d is c o v e r  
th e  o th e r  *c i v i c '  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  A r i s t o t e l i a n  e t h i c s ,  
th e  d o c tr in e  o f  th e  m o ra l v a lu e  o f  w e a lth . S tu d y in g  th e  
Economics (p ro b a b ly  a t t r i b u t e d  to  A r i s t o t l e  in  e r r o r ,  b u t 
in  any. c a s e  A r i s t o t e l i a n  in  c o n c e p tio n )  B ru n i f i r s t  re co g ­
n iz e d  a  k in d re d  s p i r i t .  In  1419-20 he t r a n s l a t e d  t h i s  book 
f o r  th e  g r e a t e s t  m erchan t p r in c e  and r i c h e s t  man o f  F lo re n c e , 
Cosimo de M e d ic i, and w ro te  a  commentary on i t . .  . . B run i 
c o n s id e re d  th e  q u in te s s e n c e  o f  A r i s to te l i a n l s m  to  be th e  
d o c t r in e  t h a t  o n ly  th e  p o s s e s s io n  o f  e x te r n a l  goods 'a f f o r d s  
an o p p o r tu n i ty  f o r  th e  e x e r c is e  o f  v i r t u e ' - - e s p e c i a l l y  in  
th e  c a se  o f  l i b e r a l i t y  and m u n if ic e n c e . . . .
T h is  d is c o v e ry  o f  A r i s t o t l e  a s  an  a l l y  o f  th e  c iv i c  
m e n ta l i ty  was re n d e re d  even more im p o rta n t by th e  w ide 
p u b l i c i t y  g iv e n  to  B r u n i 's  t r a n s l a t i o n  o f  th e  Econom ics.
F o r th e  f i r s t  tim e  th e  s t o i c  and F ra n c is c a n  id e a s  o f  p o v e rty  
w ere s e r io u s ly  th r e a te n e d .  . . . The s t o i c  r u l e ,  [a c c o rd in g  
to ]  th e  hum an ist o f  th e  f i f t e e n t h  c e n tu ry  . . . ,  c an n o t be 
p r a c t i s e d  by 'human b e in g s ' b u t  o n ly  by 's o u l l e s s  b lo c k s ' 
t h a t  have c a s t  a s id e  t h e i r  'h u m a n i ty '.  . . . From th e  
Nicom achean E th ic s  B ru n i . . . ta k e s  th e  s e n te n c e : man
n eed s e x te r n a l  p r o s p e r i ty  'b e c a u se  he i s  a human b e in g ':  
a s  a  c i t i z e n ,  he  adds t h a t  th e s e  e x te r n a l  a id s  a r e  th e  
c o n d i t io n  o f  v i r t u e  in  'a c t i v e  l i f e . '  ' In  hac c i v i l i  v i t a  
in  qua v e rsam u r, he s t a t e s , r e f e r r i n g  to  A r i s t o t l e , th e  
c o n d i t io n  o f  l i b e r a l i t y  i s  money; o f  j u s t i c e ,  p o s s e s s io n s ;  
o f  c o u ra g e , pow er; o f  m u n if ic e n c e , r i c h e s .
A f te r  B ru n i, th e  d e b a te  on th e  l i f e  o f  c i v i c  a c t i v i t y  and th e  
m o ra l v a lu e  o f  w e a lth  was c a r r i e d  on by G ianozzo M a n e tt i ,  M atteo  
P a lm ie r i ,  Leon B a t t i s t a  A lb e r t i  (who made e x te n s iv e  u se  o f  X enophon 's 
O econom icus, f i r s t  t r a n s l a t e d  i n to  I t a l i a n  around  1450) and th e n ,  m ost 
im p o r ta n tly  h e r e ,  by Lorenzo V a lla  and Pogglo B r a c c io l in l .  V a lla  and
^ la n s  B aro n , " F ra n c is c a n  P o v e r ty  and C iv ic  W ealth  a s  F a c to rs
in  th e  R ise  o f  H u m an istic  T h o u g h t,"  Speculum , (1 9 3 8 ) , r e p r in te d  in  
th e  B o b b s-M e rrill  E uropean H is to ry  R e p r in t  S e r i e s , No. E -1 4 , p p . 2 0 -2 1 .
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Poggio  w ere b o th  re a d  by th e  N o rth e rn  R en a issan ce  h u m a n is ts , though 
th ey  w ere b o th  d e c id e ly  l e s s  C h r i s t i a n  and more h e d o n is t ic — in  th e  
Tudor p h ra se  more " I t a l i a n " — th a n  th e  N o rth e rn  w r i t e r s .  V a l l a 's  
" n o to r io u s "  d ia lo g u e  De V o lu p ta te  s u p p o r te d , a c c o rd in g  to  B aron ,
182"n o th in g  b u t t h a t  unashamed w i l l  t o  u n sc ru p u lo u s  enjoym ent o f  l i f e . "
P o g g io , who succeeded  to  th e  o f f i c e  o f  th e  C h a n c e llo r  o f  F lo re n c e  a t
B r u n i 's  d e a th ,  i s  d e s c r ib e d  by B aron a s  a  " jo y f u l  c h i ld  o f  th e
Q u a t tro c e n to ,"  who a t  one tim e  " so u g h t f o r  h im s e lf  . . . o n ly  freedom  
183to  e n jo y  l i f e . "  P o g g io 's  w r i t in g s  how ever, d id  n o t alw ays r e f l e c t  
e n t i r e l y  h i s  own e x u b e ra n t a c t i v i t y :
He [PoggioJ d id  n o t ,  he  s a i d ,  w ish  to  le a d  th e  s t r i c t  
l i f e  o f  th e  s t o i c  s a g e ,  f o r  h e  was n o t  a  'b lo c k  o f  w o o d ': 
he had grown up a t  th e  Roman C u r ia , w here p e o p le  knew how 
to  a p p r e c ia te  'v o lu p ta s '  w ith  th e  E p icu rean s  o r  w o rld ly  
good w ith  th e  P e r i p a t e t i c s .  At t im e s ,  he h im s e lf  d e s ig ­
n a te d  th e  p e r i p a t e t i c  'm e d i o c r l t a s '  i n  th e  enjoym ent o f  
w e a lth  a s  th e  t r u e  mean betw een e p ic u re a n  f r i v o l i t y  and 
s t o i c  b i t t e r n e s s .  But a s  a  w r i t e r  he  was F lo r e n t in e  enough 
n o t to  m is ta k e  t h i s  sem ie p ic u re a n  A r l s to te l l a n i s m  f o r  th e  
m oral r e h a b i l i t a t i o n ,  d e s i r e d  by  th e  F lo r e n t in e  c i t i z e n s ,  
o f  w o r ld ly  goods a s  in d is p e n s a b le  a id s  to  th e  v i r t u e s  o f  
p o l i t i c a l  and a c t iv e  l i f e ;  F lo r e n t in e  enough to  p e rc e iv e  
t h a t  th e  t r u e  d an g er th r e a te n in g  th e  i d e a l  o f  th e  w ise  
m an 's  p o v e r ty  and in d ep en d en ce , w hich he re v e re d  in  P e t r a r c h ,  
d id  n o t l i e  in  e p ic u re a n  l e v i t y  b u t in  th e  c iv i c  view  o f 
l i f e .  I t  w as, t h e r e f o r e ,  th e  I d e a l s  o f  th e  c i t i z e n s  w ith  
w hich th e  s t o i c  te a c h in g s  had to  c ro s s  sw ords. T h is  
happened in  1440 in  th e  d ia lo g u e  De V era N o b i l i t a t e , in  
w hich  Poggio  . . . r e v iv e d  th e  o ld  h u m a n is tic  q u e s t io n  
c o n ce rn in g  th e  p a r t  'd i v i t i a e *  p la y e d  i n  t r u e  'n o b i l i t a s '
182I b i d . , p .  26 .
183I b i d . , p . 31 .
184I b i d . . p p . 3 1 -3 2 .
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Sum m arizing t h i s  d ia lo g u e ,  Baron comments t h a t
What th e  S to ic  has to  oppose to  t h i s  c i v i c  in s i s t e n c e  
on th e  deeds and goods o f  an a c t i v e  l i f e  i s  th e  j u s t i f i a b l e  
o b je c t io n  th a t  th e  c r e a t iv e  work o f  th e  p h ilo s o p h e r  in  h i s  
p e a c e fu l  s tu d y  can  be to  m ankind a s  u s e f u l  a s ,  nay  more u s e f u l  
th a n  th e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  th e  s ta te sm a n  and w a r r io r .  But th e  
e x p e r ie n c e s  o f  th e  c i t i z e n  a r e  n o t  s e t  a s id e  by th e s e  a rg u ­
m e n ts , even  when th e  S to ic  i n  P o g g io 's  D ia lo g u e  h as  th e  
l a s t  word and a t  th e  end im p re s s iv e ly  la u d s  a s  suprem e th a t  
v i r t u e  w hich i s  dep en d en t o n ly  on i t s e l f  and n eed s  no h e lp  
from  th e  e x te r n a l  w o rld . The r e s u l t  n e v e r th e le s s  rem a in s— 
a s  Poggio h im s e lf  w ish es  i t  to  a p p e a r— t h a t  l i f e  h as  grown 
r i c h e r  and t h a t  a c t u a l l y  two form s o f  gen u in e  'n o b i l i t a s '  
m ust be  re c o g n iz e d . Though Poggio may p e r s o n a l ly  p la c e  th e  
p h i lo s o p h e r 's  v i r t u e  w hich i s  s u f f i c i e n t  u n to  i t s e l f  a s  
'n o b l l l s s im a ' above th e  'n o b i l l s  v i r t u s '  o f  th e  c i t i z e n ,  
th e  tim e s  in  w hich s t o i c  p o v e r ty  and s e l f - s u f f i c i e n c y  a lo n e  
make up th e  p h ilo so p h y  o f  humanism a r e  o v e r
I t  i s  c l e a r  t h a t  a t  l e a s t  some o f  th e  w r i t in g s  o f  Poggio and
V a lla  w ere known to  E rasm us, and th ro u g h  Erasm us to  S i r  Thomas More 
186and John  C o le t .  However, even  Erasmus was re p u ls e d  by P o g g io 's
e x c e s se s  o f  l i t e r a r y  s t y l e  and l i f e ,  c a l l i n g  him an  o b sc e n e , i l l i -
187 188t e r a t e  b ra w le r .  V a lla  was m ore adm ired  by E rasm us, and Hyma
n o te s  t h a t , "  [ V a l l a 's ]  humanism found a  welcome r e c e p t io n  in  England
183I b i d . , p .  33 .
186
See A lb e r t  Hyma, "The C o n tin e n ta l  O r ig in s  o f  E n g lish  
Humanism," The H u n tin g to n  L ib ra r y  Q u a r te r ly ,  C1940). Hyma n o te s  
t h a t ,  " . . .  Erasm us was an  Im p o rta n t l i n k  betw een I t a l i a n  and 
E n g lis h  humanism . . . , "  p . 7 n . ;  and F r i t z  C a s p a r i 's  c h a p te r  on 
Erasm us in  h i s  Humanism and th e  S o c ia l  O rder in  Tudor E n g lan d , 
^.Chicago: U n iv e r s i ty  o f  C hicago P r e s s ,  1 9 5 4 ).
187„ AHyma, p . 6 .
188Hyma n o te s  t h a t ,  "Erasm us was no doub t to o  h o s t i l e  to  
Poggio  and to o  fa v o ra b le  to  V a l l a . "  I b i d . ,  p . 6 n .
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189. . . "  But Hyma shows t h a t ,  becau se  n e i th e r  Poggio n o r  V a lla  cou ld
190be c o n s id e re d  "among th e  r e a l  C h r i s t i a n s , "  t h e i r  works d id  n o t 
f r e q u e n t ly  a p p e a r  In  E n g lan d , even  In  th e  l i b r a r i e s  o f  th e  le a d in g  
E n g lish  h u m a n is ts . I n s te a d ,  a  p e c u l i a r l y  E n g l is h  v a r i a n t  o f  
humanism d e v e lo p e d , in c lu d in g  an E n g lish  v e r s io n  o f  th e  d e b a te  o v e r 
th e  r e l a t i v e  m e r i ts  o f  th e  a c t i v e  and c o n te m p la tiv e  l i f e .
Baron has su g g e s te d  t h a t  th e  E n g lish  d e b a te  on th e  a c t i v e  and 
c o n te m p la tiv e  l i f e  and th e  p ro p e r  u se  o f  r i c h e s  went th ro u g h  more o r  
l e s s  s im i la r  s ta g e s  a s  th e  I t a l i a n  d e b a te ,  w ith  an i n i t i a l  a cc e p tan c e  
o f  th e  i d e a l  o f  p o v e r ty  and In d ep en d en ce , and l a t e r  w r i t e r s  d e v e lo p in g  
th e  id e a s  o f  c i v i c  d u ty ,  l i b e r a l i t y ,  and m u n if ic e n c e :
For England . . .  I t  would c e r t a i n l y  be p o s s ib le  to  show 
a  s im i l a r  c o u rse  o f  e v e n ts  le a d in g  from  Feckham 's T r a c ta tu s  
p a u p e r is , w ith  w hich th e  F ra n c is c a n  s p i r i t  d escended  on th e  
I s la n d  In  th e  t h i r t e e n t h  c e n tu r y ,  to  F ra n c is  B ac o n 's  Of R ich es  
in  th e  s ix te e n th  c e n tu ry .  The f ig u r e  o f  R eg in a ld  P eacock h e re  
m arks th e  moment o f  t r a n s fo rm a t io n  from  th e  e a r l i e r  to  th e  
l a t e r  p e r io d .
But to  r e tu r n  to  th e  Tudor age  p ro p e r ,  th e  p roblem  now i s  to  
a d e q u a te ly  d e s c r ib e  th e  E n g lish  v a r i a n t  o f  th e  c o n c e p tio n  o f  th e  c i v i c  
l i f e .  The id e a  w as, a s  n o te d  a b o v e , a s s o c ia te d  w ith  th e  developm ent 
o f  E n g lish  humanism, w hich  was a l s o  som eth ing  d i f f e r e n t  from  C o n ti­
n e n ta l  humanism. Hyma s t a t e s  t h a t
1 8 9 - . . ,  i iI b i d . , p . 1 1 .
190I b i d . ,  p . 6 .
191B aro n , " F ra n c is c a n  P o v e rty  and C iv ic  W e a lth ,"  p . 36 .
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At th e  c lo s e  o f  th e  f i f t e e n t h  c e n tu ry  E n g lish  humanism 
became f i r m ly  ro o te d ;  I t  was a  form  o f  humanism th a t  d i f f e r e d  
from  th e  e a r l i e r  [ I t a l i a n ]  k in d .  I t  was o f  a  p r a c t i c a l  
n a tu r e ,  a  means to  an end. 1-92
F erguson  makes a  v e ry  s i m i l a r  p o in t :
Among th e  h u m a n is ts  o f  Tudor E ngland th e r e  ap p ea red  a 
new f i g u r e ,  new, a t  l e a s t  t o  E n g land . He was th e  I n t e l l e c ­
t u a l ,  th e  man, now m ore o f t e n  th a n  n o t  a  laym an, w id e ly  
re a d  In  th e  s e c u la r  c u l tu r e  o f  th e  a n t iq u e  w o rld , and con­
f id e n t  In  th e  b ro a d e n in g  b e n e f ic e n c e  o f  su ch  s tu d i e s  In  
th e  a c tu a l  o rd e r in g  o f  th e  commonwealth. In  him th e  
I n t e l l i g e n t  c i t i z e n  becomes f u l l y  a r t i c u l a t e .  No d o u b t,
In  th e  c r i s e s  o f  a  s o c ie ty  In  t r a n s i t i o n ,  he w ould even­
t u a l l y  have found h i s  v o ic e  w ith o u t  th e  I n s p i r a t i o n  o f  
c l a s s i c a l  s t u d i e s .  B u t, In  f a c t ,  I t  was to  th e  a n c ie n t  
G reek and Roman c u l tu r e  t h a t  h e  tu rn e d  f o r  exam ple and 
p re c e p t  more p e r t i n e n t  to  th e  s e c u la r  l i f e  o f  h i s  day 
th a n  w ere th o s e  o f  m ed iev a l C h ris ten d o m . Not t h a t  he 
renounced  o r  even  Ig n o red  h i s  m ed iev a l h e r i t a g e .  On th e  
c o n t r a r y ,  he a c c e p te d  p e rh a p s  to  a  g r e a t e r  d e g re e  th a n  
we have been  accustom ed to  t h in k ,  th e  w o rld  p i c tu r e  and 
th e  s to r y  o f  man t h a t  had  been  th e  common p ro p e r ty  o f  
h i s  a n c e s to r s .  L ike  them  he so u g h t a  l i f e  o f  v i r t u e .
But th e r e  th e  s i m i l a r i t y  e n d s . F o r h i s  was n o t a  c l o i s t e r e d  
o r  s p e c u la t iv e  v i r t u e ,  b u t v i r t u e  in fo rm ed  by e x p e r ie n c e  
a s  w e ll  a s  by p h ilo s o p h y , o rd e re d  by re a s o n ,  and e x p re sse d  
i n  a c t i o n .  In  him  th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  d ichotom y o f  th e  v i t a  
c o n te m p la tiv e  and th e  v i t a  a c t i v a  te n d s  to  d is a p p e a r ,  
th e  a n t i t h e s i s  r e s o lv e d  i n  f a v o r  o f  a  l i f e  o f  a c t i v e  
c i t i z e n s h i p  in  w hich th e  m ind , q u ick en ed  by th o s e  s tu d ie s  
he  h e ld  m ost w orthy  o f  man, i s  d e v o ted  to  th e  s e r v ic e  o f
th e  com m onw ealth.193
192Hyma, p .  22 . F o r a  s tu d y  c o n t r a s t i n g  th e  p e r s o n a l  d i f ­
f e re n c e s  o f  o p in io n  h e ld  on t h i s  s u b je c t  by Erasm us and M ore, see  
W. M. S o u th g a te 's ,  "E rasm us: C h r i s t i a n  Humanism and P o l i t i c a l  T h e o ry ,"  
H is to ry  (1 9 5 3 ) . S o u th g a te  n o te s  t h a t ,  "The im p l ic a t io n s  o f  M o re 's  
d e c is io n  to  g iv e  up h i s  freedom  and 'becom e e n tan g led *  i n  th e  a f f a i r s  
o f  c o u r ts  and p r in c e s  w ere c l e a r  to  b o th  More and E rasm us. The b a s ic  
p rob lem  . . . was w h e th e r th e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  sh o u ld  e n t e r  th e  a re n a  o f  
th e  p r a c t i c a l  w ith  th e  ch ance  o f  lo s in g  h i s  freedom  o f  a c t i o n ,  o r  h o ld  
to  t h a t  freedom  and rem ain  f o r e v e r  th e  d e ta c h e d  o b s e r v e r ."  (p .  2 5 4 ).
193F e rg u so n , The A r t i c u l a t e  C i t i z e n  and th e  E n g lish  R en a is ­
s a n c e , p . 162 .
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And c o n t r a s t i n g  th e  E n g lish  c o n c e p tio n  o f  th e  a c t i v e  l i f e  w ith  
th e  e a r l i e r  I t a l i a n  v e r s io n s  F erguson  adds t h a t
. . .  i t  I s  im p o r ta n t to  re c o g n iz e  t h a t  t h e i r  p u rp o se  In  
m aking th e  jo u rn e y  was somewhat d i f f e r e n t  and t h a t  th e y  
in  f a c t  a r r iv e d  a t  a  somewhat d i f f e r e n t  d e s t i n a t i o n .  The 
F lo r e n t in e  h u m an is ts  o f  th e  l a t e  f o u r te e n th  and e a r ly  
f i f t e e n t h  c e n tu r i e s  p o i n t ,  i t  i s  t r u e ,  tow ard  a  new re a l is m  
in  th e  a n a ly s i s  o f  s o c i e t y ,  b u t i t  i s  tow ard  M a c h la v e ll i  
t h a t  th e y  fa c e  r a t h e r  th a n  th e  commonwealth o f  Tudor th o u g h t.  
T h e ir  e f f o r t s  w ere d i r e c t e d  tow ard  th e  a n a ly s i s  o f  p o l i t i c a l  
r a t h e r  th a n  o f  s o c i a l  and econom ic e x p e r ie n c e .  They loo k ed  
f i r s t  o f  a l l — and p e r f o r c e ,  c o n s id e r in g  th e  n a tu r e  o f  I t a l i a n  
p o l i t i c s — f o r  th o s e  p e r s o n a l  f a c to r s  w hich c o n s t i t u t e  th e  
m oving p a r t s  o f  th e  p o l i t i c a l  s i t u a t i o n  and in  w hich th e  
d e e p e r  s o c i a l  f o r c e s  f in d  o v e r t  e x p re s s io n  r a t h e r  th a n ,  a s  
was th e  h a b i t  o f  th e  m ore advanced  among th e  Tudor commen­
t a t o r s ,  f o r  th e  im p e rso n a l p r i n c i p l e s  a t  w ork w i th in  th e  
s o c i a l  m echanism  i t s e l f .  The I t a l i a n  w r i t e r s  te n d e d  to  
th in k  in  te rm s  o f  a  s t a t e c r a f t  d e d ic a te d  to  th e  m a in ten an ce  
o f  p r in c e ly  pow er, th e  E n g lis h  i n  te rm s o f  p o l i c i e s  m eant 
to  prom ote th e  w e lf a re  o f  th e  n a t io n a l  com m unity .1^4
In  sum, t h i s  g u id in g  p r i n c i p l e  o f  Tudor econom ic th o u g h t,
a c c o rd in g  to  F e rg u so n , "em p h asize (d ) a  d i s t i n c t l y  w o r ld ly ,  c iv i c
v i r t u e  . . . t h a t  comes n o t  so  much from  th e  a v o id an c e  o f  s in s  a s
from  know ledge o f  th in g s  human, i n t e r p r e t e d  by r i g h t  re a so n  and
195e x p re s se d  i n  th e  a c t i v e  s e r v ic e  o f  com m onw ealth." The im p o rtan ce  
o f  t h i s  p r i n c i p l e  was e v id e n t  i n  b ro a d ly  d e f in e d  p o l ic y  p r e s c r i p t i o n s  
to o  s in c e
C iv ic  v i r t u e  was a f t e r  a l l  c a p a b le  o f  b e in g  c u l t i ­
v a te d  by e d u c a tio n  and p e r s u a s io n ,  in  w hich  th e  h u m an is ts
19AI b i d . , pp . 2 0 1 -202 .
195I b i d . ,  p p . 2 0 6 -2 0 7 .
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p la c e d  Immense f a i t h ,  w hereas th e  p re a c h e rs  . . . seem 
to  have e x p ec ted  l i t t l e  Im m ediate r e s u l t ,  c e r t a i n l y  
n o t In  w o rld ly  m a t te r s ,  from  t h e i r  e x h o r ta t io n s  to  
r e p e n ta n c e .196
A ll o f  t h i s  seems c o n s i s te n t  w ith  th e  p a ssa g e s  from  th e  Tudor 
w r i t e r s  c i t e d  abo v e, and w ith  o th e r  p a ssa g e s  In  th e  p rim ary  l i t e r a t u r e  
t h a t  d e a l  w ith  th e  id e a s  o f  c i v i c  v i r t u e  and th e  a c t i v e  l i f e .  There 
a re  two works in  th e  Tudor l i t e r a t u r e  t h a t  d e a l  m ost d i r e c t l y  w ith  
t h i s  them e, S ta rk e y ’ s  D ia lo g u e  and th e  anonymous C y v lle  and U n cyv ile  
L i f e . But s c a t t e r e d  r e fe re n c e s  to  th e  them e a r e  w id e sp re a d , and can 
come in  th e  m ost u n l ik e ly  p la c e s .  To g iv e  j u s t  two su ch  exam ples 
b e fo re  c o n s id e r in g  th e  more Im p o rta n t works h e r e ,  Thomas B eco n 's  
C atech ism  and two works by Thomas W ilson can be  m en tio n ed .
In  F a r t  VI o f  B eco n 's  C a tech ism . "Of th e  O f f ic e s  o f  A ll
D e g re e s ,"  th e  f i r s t  s u b - s e c t io n  d e a ls  w ith  th e  d u t i e s  o f  th e  tem p o ra l
m a g is t r a te s .  P u t t in g  th e  m a t te r  v e ry  b l u n t l y ,  th e  ’F a th er*  a sk s  h i s
'S o n , '  "What m anner o f  men sh o u ld  m a g is t r a te s  b e ? "  And th e  'S o n ,1
w ith  r e f e r e n c e s  to  b i b l i c a l  p a ssa g e s  from  Exodus, Numbers, and
Deuteronomy d u ly  n o te d ,  r e p l i e s ,  '.'Men o f  a c t i v i t y ,  and such  a s  f e a r
God; t r u e  men, and h a t in g  c o v e to u s n e ss ;  w ise  and p o l i t i c ;  and whose
197c o n v e rs a t io n  i s  a llo w ed  o f  a l l  men.
196I b i d . .  p . 207.
197 Becon, pp. 302-303 .
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D r. Thomas W ilson f i r s t  d is c u s s e d  th e  q u e s t io n  o f  th e  a c t i v e  
l i f e  n o t in  th e  D isco u rse  Upon U sury , b u t in  h i s  1553 A rte  o f  
R h e to r iq u e . W ilson w ro te  s u c c in c t ly  t h a t
Labor g e ts  l e a r n in g ,  le a r n in g  g e t s  fam e, fame g e ts  
h o n o r, hono r g e ts  b l i s s  f o r e v e r . .  . . Of s l o t h  comes 
p le a s u r e ,  o f  p le a s u re  comes sp e n d in g , o f  sp en d in g  comes 
w h o rin g , o f  w horing comes l a c k ,  o f  la c k  comes t h e f t ,  o f  
t h e f t  comes h a n g in g , and th e r e  an  end  f o r  t h i s  w o r ld .198
In  th e  D isco u rse  Upon U su ry , th e  u s u r e r  i s  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  
d e s c r ib e d  a s  one who n e g le c t s  th e  l i f e  o f  a c t i v i t y :
The u s u r e r  i s  an i d l e  man. He does n o t  t r a v a i l ,  n o r 
l a b o r  by sw eat o f  h i s  brow to  advance  h im s e lf  and h i s  
c o u n try  b u t u s e s  th e  p a in s  and t r o u b le s  o f  o th e r s  to  h i s  
g r e a t  g a i n . .  . . And, th e r e f o r e  i f  a l l  sh o u ld  do a s  th e  
u s u r e r  d o e s , th e  ground  sh o u ld  l i e  u n t l l l e d ,  no t r a d e  o f  
m ercan d ise  sh o u ld  be u s e d , n o r  y e t  occu p y in g  m a in ta in e d  
f o r  th e  u se  o f  m a n k in d .. . . T h e re fo re  you s e e  t h a t  th e  
u s u r e r  i s  th e  o c c a s io n  o f  a l l  d e a r th  and w ant t h a t  happens 
to  a  commonweal. ”
T hese them es a re  d ev e lo p ed  much more c o m p le te ly  by S ta rk e y  
and in  th e  anonymous C y v ile  and U n cy v ile  l i f e . S ta r k e y 's  argum ent 
i s  somewhat m ore c o m p lic a te d  b e c a u se  o f  h i s t o r i c a l  i n c i d e n t s ,  so  th e  
l a t t e r  t r a c t  w i l l  be c o n s id e re d  f i r s t  h e r e .
In  th e  " A u th o r 's  P re fa c e "  to  C y v ile  and U n cy v ile  L i f e  (and  i t  
sh o u ld  be remembered t h a t  th e  co m ple te  t i t l e  o f  th e  t r a c t  e x p l i c i t l y  
c la im s  t h a t  th e  t r a c t  w i l l  d is c u s s  "w hat o r d e r  o f  l i f e  b e s t  beseem eth
198Quoted by A lb e r t  J .  S ch m id t, "Thomas W ilson  and th e  Tudor 
Commonwealth: An E ssay  in  C iv ic  Humanism," H u n tin g to n  L ib ra r y  Quar­
t e r l y , (1 9 5 9 ) , p .  55 .
^ ® W ilso n , p p . 283-284 . A lso  q u o ted  by S chm id t, p .  58.
100
a Gentlem an In  a l l  ag es  and t i m e s " ) I t  i s  made c l e a r  t h a t  th e
201a u th o r  w i l l  defend  "Town h a b i t a t i o n . "  But th e  a u th o r  re c o g n iz e s  
t h a t ,  b ecau se  o f  m en 's  " d iv e r s i t y  o f  hum ors" and " f a n c i e s , "  o th e r s  
may d is a g r e e .  T h is  does n o t  g r e a t l y  d i s tu r b  th e  a u th o r ,  how ever, f o r  
he i s  w i l l i n g ,  l i k e  Poggio  b e fo re  h im , to  adm it t h a t  e i t h e r  th e  a c t i v e  
o r  c o n te m p la tiv e  l i f e  may be v i r t u o u s .  He re c o g n iz e s  t h a t  th e  d e b a te  
he ta k e s  up i s  an o ld  o n e , and one t h a t  men c o n tin u e  to  d e b a te :
. . . and no m a rv e l, s in c e  th e  w i s e s t ,  y ea  th e  P h ilo so p h e rs  
th e m se lv e s , have even to  t h i s  day  d is s e n te d  in  o p in io n .
F or some you se e  have so u g h t th e  c o n te m p la tiv e  l i f e :  o th e r s  
commended th e  a c t i v e :  and many p r e f e r r e d  p l e a s u r e ,  a s  t h a t  
w hich ough t m ost to  be d e s i r e d .  S in ce  th e n ,  f o r  so  many 
re a so n s  you f in d  d i f f e r e n c e  in  th e  o p in io n s  o f  men: and 
th a t  no c o u n s e l ,  w i t ,  o r  w i l l ,  c an  p e rsu a d e  them  to  one 
m ind: my m eaning i s  n o t ,  t h a t  th o u g h  in  t h i s  D ia lo g u e  a c c o rd ­
in g  to  mine own fa n c y , I  p r e f e r  th e  Town h a b i t a t i o n ,  y e t  
th e re b y  to  f in d  f a u l t  w ith  a n y , t h a t  e i t h e r  b e ca u se  h i s  
re a so n  so  p e rs u a d e s , o r  h i s  own m ind so  d e l i g h t s ,  w i l l  
d r iv e  o u t h i s  d ays i n  th e  C o u n try . I t  s h a l l  t h e r e f o r e  
p le a s e  me, t h a t  e v e ry  man p le a s e  h im s e l f ,  u s in g  th e  l i b e r t y  
and w i l l  o f  h i s  own m ind: and though  i t  be f a r  d iv e r s e  from  
m ine , y e t  I  know n o t  why h i s  o p in io n  sh o u ld  t r o u b le  me, o r  
mine o f fe n d  him : so  lo n g  a s  th e  o b je c t  o f  e i t h e r ,  be s t i l l  
in  o u r  own pow ers. What harm was i t  to  A c h i l l e s , though  
S o c ra te s  r e f u s in g  a l l  h o n o rs , p u t h i s  w hole f e l i c i t y  in  
v i r t u e ?  And why sh o u ld  S o c ra te s  be  o f f e n d e d , though  above 
a l l  t h in g s ,  A c h i l le s  d e s i r e d  honor?  What makes i t  m a t te r ,  
though  H e r a c l i t u s , th o u g h t t h a t  n o th in g  was c o n tr a r y  to  
o th e r?  Or w hat o f f e n c e  was i t  t h a t  P a rm en id es , f r a n t i c a l l y  
a f f i r m e d ,  a l l  w o rld ly  th in g s  to  be  b u t  one th in g ?  And i f  
Zeno p e rsu ad ed  h im s e lf  t h a t  n o th in g  moved? A ll  w hich  
o p in io n s  and e r r o r s ,  c o u ld  n o th in g  d i s tu r b  th e  p a t ie n c e  
o f  th e  t r u e  P h i lo s o p h e r s . who s e t  t h e i r  d e l ig h t  in  contem ­
p l a t i o n ,  and lo v e  o f  th e  A lm ig h ty . T o t c a p i t a , t o t  s e n s u s ,  
th e  P ro v erb  s a y s :  We se e  th e n ,  t h a t  th e  ends o f  m an 's  
d e l ig h t s  be d iv e r s e ,  and f o r  th e  m ost p a r t  c o n t r a r y :  a lth o u g h
2^®See p* 58 , a t  n .  123 above.
201 C y v ile  and U n cy v ile  l i f e ,  i n  H a z l i t t ,  I n e d i te d  T r a c t s ,
p . 6 .
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th e  end o f  ev ery  m an 's  l i f e ,  I s  o ne . The l i f e  o f man 
may th e r e f o r e  be compared to  I r o n ,  w hich b e in g  u sed , 
becomes b r ig h t  and s h in in g ,  y e t  a t  l a s t  worn to  n o th in g :
Or I f  I t  be  n o t u s e d , b u t  la y e d  u p , does n e v e r th e le s s  
consume w ith  r u s t i n e s s .  Even s o , m an 's  age w e ll  em ployed, 
w ears w ith  some g lo s s  o r  b r ig h tn e s s  o f  Fame: o r  I f  I t  be 
w ith o u t a c t i o n ,  and o b s c u re ly  p a s s e d , y e t  does I t  n o t 
c o n tin u e  e v e r :  f o r  d e a th  ( c e r t a in )  I s  th e  end b o th  o f 
th e  one and th e  o th e r .  God g r a n t  t h a t  e v e ry  man may l i v e  
In  th e  t r u e  f e a r  o f  th e  L o rd , and th e  due o b ed ien ce  o f 
h is  P r in c e ,  so  s h a l l  he  e i t h e r  in  C o u rt, Town, o r  C oun try , 
m ost h a p p ily  end h i s  d a y s . 202
The a u th o r  o f  t h i s  t r a c t ,  w r i t in g  f o r  "G entlem en" who would 
make up th e  m a g is t r a te s  o f  th e  re a lm , w ent on to  su p p o rt th e  a c t iv e  
l i f e  th ro u g h o u t th e  t e x t  o f  th e  d ia lo g u e . C ity  l i f e  w as, he f e l t ,  
more a p t  f o r  gen tlem en  th a n  a  l i f e  In  th e  c o u n try , and more in  
k eep in g  w ith  th e  o v e r a l l  n eed s  o f  th e  rea lm .
C ountry  l i f e  d id  have  th e  ad v an tag e  o f  wholesome a i r ,  b u t 
th e  r e l a t i v e  i s o l a t i o n  and i n a c t i v i t y  in  c iv i c  a f f a i r s  t h a t  m ust 
come w ith  a  q u i e t ,  c o u n try  l i f e  le a d  to  in e x p e r ie n c e , ig n o ra n c e , 
se e k in g  a f t e r  p r i v a t e  w e a lth  to  th e  e x c lu s io n  o f  p u b l ic  a c t io n  and 
p r iv a t e  c o n te m p la tio n , and an undue d e s i r e  f o r  s a f e ty  and eshew ing 
o f  p e r i l ,  p a in ,  and m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e .  To d e fen d  c o u n try  l i f e  in  
E l iz a b e th a n  E n g land , and th e  accom paning r e j e c t i o n  o f  th e  a c t i v e  
l i f e  o f  c i v i c  v i r t u e ,  th e  a u th o r  o f  C iv i l  and U n c iv il  L ife  b e l ie v e d  
t h a t  one had  to  defen d  th e  id e a ,  "T hat men a re  . . . o n ly  b o rn  to
2 ® ^ Ib id ., p p . 6 -7 . In  f a c t ,  S o c ra te s  d id  n o t  " r e f u s e  a l l  
h o n o rs"  i n  The R e p u b lic .
102
203th e m s e lv e s ,"  w hich c l e a r l y  Ig n o red  th e  te a c h in g s  o f  such  a n c ie n t  
w r i t e r s  a s  T u l ly .
C ity  l i f e  a d m itte d ly  b r in g s  in d iv id u a ls  in to  c o n ta c t  w ith  
v ic e  more th a n  c o u n try  l i f e ,  b u t  i t  a l s o  r e v e a l s  more in s ta n c e s  o f 
v i r t u e .  In  any c a s e ,  m ost th in g s  a r e  n e i th e r  p u re ly  v i r tu o u s  n o r 
p u re ly  e v i l ,  "and f o r  th e  m ost p a r t ,  th in g s  a re  i n d i f f e r e n t ,  and 
n o t p e r f e c t .  jjen ttu s t  have  e x p e r ie n c e  to  be  a b le  to  d i s t in g u i s h
betw een good, e v i l  and " th in g s  i n d i f f e r e n t . "  The a u th o r  c la im s  th a t  
i f  m ost gen tlem en  ( e s p e c ia l ly  th o s e  w ith  no p ro s p e c ts  o f  a  good 
in h e r i t a n c e )  ad o p ted  th e  c i t y  l i f e ,  th e  re a lm  would n o t w ant f o r  
w ise  c o u n s e l lo r s ,  good s o l d i e r s ,  a d v e n tu r e r s ,  and p ro p e r  se rv ingm en . 
The a u th o r  c o n s id e rs  su ch  o c c u p a tio n s  e s s e n t i a l  to  th e  re a lm , and 
more in  k eep in g  w ith  t r u e  form s o f  l i b e r a l i t y  and honor th a n  th e  
u ses  made o f  men in  th e  c o u n try , w here th e y  a r e  k e p t in  i d l e  occupa­
t io n s  u s in g  up w e a lth  i n  u n p ro d u c tiv e  f u n c t io n s .  The a u th o r  
re c o g n iz e s  t h a t  some men w i l l  be  b e s t  a b le  to  s e rv e  a s  s c h o la r s ,  in  
a  r e l a t i v e l y  q u ie t  l i f e ,  b u t  he  a ls o  s u g g e s ts  t h a t  th o s e  who do n o t 
show any g r e a t  a p t i tu d e  f o r  s tu d y  sh o u ld  n o t be  k e p t in  s c h o o l .  Such 
a  p ro p o s a l  i s  a  l i t t l e  u n c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  a g a in s t  th e  background  o f 
E n g lish  humanism, b u t i t  i s  p e r f e c t l y  c o n s i s t e n t  w ith  th e  id e a  o f 
th e  a c t i v e  l i f e .
2 0 3 lb ld . ,  p .  16.
204I b i d . , p .  18 .
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Thomas S ta r k e y 's  D ia logue  I s  t y p i c a l l y  Tudor In  them e. In  
f a c t ,  I t  can  a lm o st be s a id  to  have been  w r i t t e n  w ith  ro y a l  a p p ro v a l, 
o r  even  a t  r o y a l  I n s i s t e n c e .  S ta rk e y  was w r i t in g  to  l u r e  R eg in a ld  
P o le  home from  I t a l y  and th e  P a p a l c o u r t  to  s e rv e  Henry V I I I .  P o le ,  
how ever, was h a v in g  d o u b ts  ab o u t r e tu r n in g .
In  one s e n se  th o s e  d o u b ts  r e l a t e  to  th e  d e b a te  o v e r  th e  p ro p e r  
p la c e s  o f  th e  a c t i v e  and c o n te m p la tiv e  l i f e .  As H. R. T rev o r-R o p er 
h as  d e s c r ib e d  P o le ,  in  an  e s sa y  a p t ly  e n t i t l e d  "The C r i s i s  o f  E n g lish  
Humanism,"
Ever s in c e  h i s  [ P o le 's ]  v i s i t  to  England i n  1530, 
when Cromwell had shocked  him  by p r e f e r r in g  M a c h la v e ll i  to  
P la to  and h e  had immured h im s e lf  p e r v e r s e ly  in  a  C a r th u s ia n  
m o n a s te ry , he  had rem ained  w rapped i n  e n ig m a tic  d o u b t.
He was tu r n in g  away from  humanism, back  to  c o n te m p la tio n , 
a s c e t ic i s m  and th e  u n fa s h io n a b le  h e re s y  o f  'p e r p e tu a l  
p h i lo s o p h y 1. He was in  th e  c lo u d s , s a id  h i s  f r i e n d s  in  
P ad u a , u n d e rg o in g  a  g r e a t  change ex ch ang ing  man f o r  God! 
Then, i n  th e  s i x t h  y e a r  o f  d o u b t, h e  com plied  w ith  S ta rk e y ’s 
r e q u e s t .  He gave th e  King h i s  o p in io n . I t  f i l l e d  a  w hole 
book o f  uncom prom ising d e n u n c ia t io n  and b i t t e r  p e r s o n a l  
i n v e c t iv e .  Having th u s  rew arded  th e  p a tro n  o f se v e n te e n  
y e a r s ,  P o le  g a th e re d  up h i s  ro b e s  and l e f t  V enice f o r  Rome,
to  be  a c a r d i n a l . 205
S ta rk e y  had s e t  o u t to  b r in g  P o le  b ack  to  e a r t h ,  and th e  
o pen ing  c h a p te r  o f  h i s  d ia lo g u e  r e l i e s  on th e  Tudor c o n c e p tio n  o f 
th e  c i v i c  l i f e  to  acco m p lish  t h a t  g o a l .  'L u p s e t ' f i r s t  rem inds 
'P o l e '  o f  th e  exam ples o f  P l a t o ,  L ycurgus and S o lo n , "by whose
205h . T rev o r R oper, H i s t o r i c a l  E s s a y s , (New Y ork: 
H arp er and Row, 1 9 5 7 ), p .  82 .
wisdom and p o l ic y  d iv e r s e  c i t e s ,  c o u n tr ie s  and n a t io n s  w ere b ro u g h t 
to  c i v i l  o rd e r  and p o l i t i c  l i f e . ,  . ."206
'P o l e '  acknow ledges t h a t  . . i t  i s  a  goodly  th in g  to  
m eddle w ith  th e  m a t te r s  o f  th e  common w e a l ,"  b u t  w onders i f  th e  b e s t  
l i f e  " . . .  s t a n d ( s )  in  th e  a c t i v e  l i f e ,  and in  a d m in is t r a t io n  o f 
th e  m a t te r s  o f th e  common w eal . . .  o r  e l s e  i n  th e  c o n te m p la tiv e  
and know ledge o f  t h i n g s . " 20^ He a l lu d e s  to  P la to  s t a t i n g  t h a t ,
" .  . . when I  have had s u f f i c i e n t  e x p e r ie n c e  o f  th e  r u l i n g  o f  m y se lf , 
and by th e  o p in io n  o f  o th e r ( s )  to  do th a t  r i g h t  w e l l ,  th e n  p e ra d -  
v e n tu r e ,  I w i l l  n o t r e f u s e  th e  c au se  o f  my c o u n try  and r u l in g  o f 
o t h e r s . " 208
7L u p s e t1 i s  s u r p r i s e d  t h a t  'P o le*  would r e f e r  to  th e  a n c ie n t  
p h i lo s o p h e rs  i n  su ch  a  way, and rem inds him t h a t  A r i s t o t l e
te a c h e s  and shows m ost m a n if e s t ly  th e  p e r f e c t io n  o f  
man to  s ta n d  j o i n t l y  in  b o th ,  and n e i t h e r  i n  th e  b a re  
c o n te m p la tio n  and know ledge o f  th in g s  s e p a r a te  from  a l l  
b u s in e s s  o f  th e  w o rld , n o r i n  th e  a d m in is t r a t io n  o f  m a tte rs  
o f  th e  common w e a l, w ith o u t  any f u r t h e r  r e g a rd  and 
d i r e c t i o n  th e r e o f  . . .209
The d e b a te  c o n t in u e s ,  w ith  'L u p s e t1 c i t i n g  A r i s t o t l e  a g a in  
in  c la im in g  t h a t  p o o r men sh o u ld  s tu d y  to  g e t  r i c h e s  b e fo re  p h i lo s ­
ophy, and l ik e w is e  t h a t  m a tte r s  o f  th e  commonwealth m ust p re c ed e  th e
208S ta rk e y , p .  2 .
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In d iv id u a l  g o a l o f c o n te m p la tio n  s in c e ,  "p ru d en ce  and p o l ic y "  s t r i v e  
" to  b r in g  th e  whole c o u n try  to  q u ie tn e s s  and c i v i l i t y ,  t h a t  ev ery  
man, and so  th e  w ho le , may a t  th e  l a s t  a t t a i n  to  su ch  p e r f e c t io n  as
by n a tu r e  i s  to  th e  d ig n i ty  o f  man due . . . ” 210
'P o l e '  th e n  a rg u e s  t h a t  th e  q u ie t  o f  c o u n try  l i f e  i s  more 
v i r tu o u s  th a n  th e  c o r r u p t io n  o f  l i f e  i n  th e  c i t y .  . . I f  t h i s  
be  c i v i l  l i f e  and o r d e r , "  ’P o le ' c la im s ,
. . .  to  l i v e  in  c i t i e s  and towns w ith  so  much v ic e  and 
m ls o rd e r , me [ th in k s ]  man sh o u ld  n o t  be  b o rn  t h e r e t o ,  
b u r r a t h e r  to  l i f e  in  th e  w ild  f o r e s t ,  th e r e f o r e  f o l ­
low ing  th e  s tu d y  o f  v i r t u e ,  a s  i t  i s  s a id  men d id  i n  th e
g o ld en  a g e , w here in  man l iv e d  a c c o rd in g  to  h i s  n a tu r a l  
d i g n i t y .211
'L u p s e t ' ad m its  t h a t  th e  s o c ie ty  o f  man may become d i s ­
o rd e re d , b u t  c la im s  t h a t  any f a u l t s  i n  c i v i l  s o c ie ty  a r e  due to  
th e  "m a lice  o f  m an," w hich  c a u se s  man to  ab u se  h i s  h e a l t h ,  s t r e n g t h ,  
b e a u ty , w i t ,  l e a r n in g ,  p o l i c y ,  m ea t, d r in k ,  and e v e ry th in g  e l s e  
"God and n a tu r e  h as  p ro v id e d  to  him  f o r  th e  m ain ten an ce  o f  h i s  
l i f e . " 2-*-2 T h is  makes i t  m ore n e c e s s a ry ,  'L u p s e t ' c o n c lu d e s , f o r  
'P o l e '  to  "ap p ly  your mind to  be  o f  th e  number o f  them w hich s tu d y
to  r e s t o r e  t h i s  c i v i l  o r d e r ,  and m a in ta in  t h i s  v i r tu o u s  l i f e ,  i n
213c i t i e s  and towns to  th e  common u t i l i t y .  J
21QI b i d . , p .  7 .
211I b i d . , p .  9 .
212I b i d . ,  p .  10 .
213I b id . , p . 10 .
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T his  le a v e s  'P o l e '  In  g r e a t  d o u b t, on th e  g rounds now th a t  
a l l  men— T u rk s, S a ra c e n s , Jew s, and C h r i s t i a n s —w i l l  c la im  t h e i r  
law s, r e l i g i o n s ,  and c o n ce p ts  o f  c i v i c  o rd e r  a r e  "m ost a g re e a b le  to  
re a so n  and n a tu r e  a s  a  th in g  co n firm ed  by G od 's own d i v i n i t y . " 214 
'L u p s e t ' r e j e c t s  t h i s  c la im , s t a t i n g  th a t  man h as  a  d iv in e  n a tu r e ,  
e x c e l l in g  a l l  o th e r  c r e a tu r e s  in  d ig n i t y .  M an's v i r t u e s ,  'L u p s e t ' 
c la im s , a r e  c o rre sp o n d in g ly  s e t  by n a tu r e  as  w e l l  a s  by w o rld ly  
o p in io n , and a r e  common to  a l l  m ankind. And so  m an 's  d e s i r e s  to  
l i v e  i n  c iv i c  o rd e r  and r e v e r e  God i s  common to  a l l  n a t io n s ,  and 
r e f l e c t s  " th e  u n iv e r s a l  and t r u e  law  o f n a t u r e . "215 " T h e re fo re ,"
' L u p s e t ' c o n c lu d e s ,
. . . n o tw ith s ta n d in g  t h i s  d i v e r s i t y  o f  s e c t s  and la w s, 
we may y e t  r i g h t  w e l l  a f f i r m  th e  d e f i n i t i o n  o f th e  c i v i l  
l i f e  b e fo re  s a id  to  be  r i g h t  good and re a s o n a b le ,  w hich 
i s  a  p o l i t i c  o rd e r  o f  a  m u l t i tu d e  c o n s p ir in g  to g e th e r  in  
v i r t u e  and h o n e s ty ,  to  th e  w hich man by n a tu r e  i s  o r d e r e d .2^>
'L u p s e t ' a sk s  'P o l e '  to  end t h i s  l i n e  o f  r e a s o n in g , and to
ta k e  up h i s  d u t i e s  i n  m a t te r s  o f  th e  commonweal. 'P o l e '  a g re e s  now
217t h a t  i t  does " n e a r e s t  ap p ro ach  to  th e  n a tu r e  o f  God " to  h e lp  
th e  many, and n o t j u s t  o n e s e l f ;  he  even  c la im s  t h a t  he  n e v e r doub ted  
t h a t  m a t te r .  But h e  th e n  r a i s e s  th e  p ra g m a tic  q u e s tio n  w h e th e r one 
sh o u ld  "ap p ly  h im s e lf  to  th e  s e t t i n g  fo rw ard  o f  th e  common w e a l ,"
214I b i d . , p .  11 .
21-* Ib id . , p p . 1 1 -1 5 . And, s e e  p p . 74-75  a t  n .  154-155 above.
216I b i d . , p .  20.
217I b i d . ,  p . 21 .
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even when th e  c o u n try  i s  ru le d  by ty r a n t s  o r  by th o s e  who a re  "b en t
21 Q
o n ly  to  t h e i r  p r iv a t e  w e a l ."  'F o ie*  c i t e s  a s  exam ples o f  w ise  men
who fa c ed  su ch  a  d e c is io n  P l a to ,  T u lly  and S eneca . 'L u p s e t ' a g re e s
th a t  t h i s  q u e s t io n  d e se rv e s  c o n s id e r a t io n ,  b u t i n  g e n e ra l  does n o t
condone th o s e  who " so  n a rro w ly  and so  c u r io u s ly  . . . ponder th e  tim e
and p la c e ,  t h a t  in  a l l  t h e i r  l i f e  th e y  n e i t h e r  f in d  tim e n o r p l a c e . "219
T h is  s o r t  o f  r e a s o n in g , 'L u p s e t ' a rg u e s ,  le a d s  tow ard U to p ian  schemes
such  a s  P l a t o 's  R e p u b lic , o r  o th e r  e x e r c is e s  i n  " g r e a t  f r a n t i c  
220f o l l y . "  S ta rk e y  p r u d e n t i a l ly  h a s  'L u p s e t ' p o in t  o u t t h a t  th e  
c u r r e n t  E n g lish  r u l e r  i s  n o b le ,  re n d e r in g  to  th e  commonwealth a 
" f e r v e n t  lo v e  to  th e  w e a lth  o f  h i s  s u b j e c t s ,"2 2 1  an(j a  c o n ce rn  f o r  
j u s t i c e  and e q u i ty .  But in  g e n e r a l ,  'L u p s e t ' s a y s ,  much ty ran n y  
m igh t have been  p re v e n te d  " .  . . i f  ( th e )  w is e , in  tim e  and in  p la c e ,  
would have b e n t  th e m se lf  . . . " t o  th e  p u rp o se  o f  p re v e n tin g  i t .
'P o l e '  a t  l a s t  ad m its  t h a t  'L u p s e t ' h a s  "bound" him to  h i s  
o f f i c e  and d u ty ,  and th a t  he  h a s  "no re fu g e  f u r t h e r  to  f l e e . "  He
218I b l d .
219I b i d . , p . 23.
228I b i d . , p .  24. C f. S i r  Thomas S m ith , De R ep u b lica  
Anglorum , p . 142 , w here P l a t o 's  R e p u b lic , X enonphon 's id e a  o f
P e r s i a ,  and M o re 's  U to p ia  a r e  d e s c r ib e d  a s  " fe ig n e d  commonwealths, 
su ch  a s  n e v e r  was n o r  n e v e r  s h a l l  b e ,  v a in  im a g in a tio n s , f a n ta s ie s  
o f  P h ilo s o p h e rs  to  occupy th e  tim e  and t o  e x e r c is e  t h e i r  w i t s  . . ."
221Ib id .
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a d m its  o f  th e  v i r t u e  o f  E n g la n d 's  c u r r e n t  r u l e r ,  and p rom ises to  
alw ays be  read y  " to  my power e v e r  to  a p p ly  and endeavor m y se lf to  
th e  m ain ten an ce  and s e t t i n g  fo rw ard  o f  th e  t r u e  common w e a l ." 222 
The rem a in d er o f  th e  D ia logue c o n s id e rs  th e  n a tu r e  o f  th e  t r u e  common­
w e a lth , th e  f a u l t s  and d is o r d e r s  in  E n g land , and p o s s ib le  rem ed ies  
f o r  th e s e  d i s o r d e r s .  One p o in t  made i n  a  l a t e r  s e c t io n  o f  th e  
D ia logue  i s  o f  i n t e r e s t  h e r e ,  how ever. 'P o l e '  com pleted  th e  r e j e c ­
t i o n  o f  h i s  e a r l i e r  c la im s  on th e  v i r t u e  o f  c o u n try  l i f e  by p ro p o s in g  
th a t
Our gen tlem en  m ust b e  cau sed  to  r e t i r e  to  c i t i e s  
and tow ns, and to  b u i ld  them h o u ses  in  th e  sam e, and 
th e r e  to  s e e  th e  governance  o f  them , h e lp in g  e v e r  to  
s e t  a l l  su ch  th in g s  fo rw ard  a s  p e r t a in s  to  th e  o rnam ents 
o f th e  c i t y .  They may n o t c o n t in u a l ly  d w e ll in  th e  
c o u n try  a s  th e y  do. T h is  i s  a  g r e a t  ru d e n e ss  and a 
b a rb a ro u s  custom  used  w ith  u s  in  o u r c o u n t r y .^23
To some e x te n t  th e  Tudors d id  t r y  to  m a in ta in  th e  p o s s i ­
b i l i t y  o f  le a d in g  e i t h e r  a  v i r tu o u s  l i f e  o f  c i v i c  a c t io n  o r  o f 
c o n te m p la tio n ; b u t  i t  i s  c l e a r  t h a t  th e  a c t i v e  l i f e  d id  h o ld  m ost 
a p p e a l to  th e  men who had been  t r a in e d  by th e  p ra g m a tic , m eans-
O O /
o r ie n te d  E n g lish  h u m a n is ts . In  f a c t ,  th e  c a l l  to  c i v i c  d u ty  
was n o t  c l e a r l y  a  " th in g  i n d i f f e r e n t "  to  a l l  o f  th e  Tudor w r i t e r s .
T h is  ten d en cy  s t r o n g ly  r e in f o r c e d  th e  c a l l  to  a c t i v i t y  t h a t  was
222I b i d . ,  p .  125.
223I b i d . , p . 177.
22^See p . 96 a t  n . 192 above.
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a s s o c ia te d  w ith  Im ages o f  moving down th e  G rea t C hain o f B eing , 
w hich form ed th e  b ro a d e r  g u id e l in e  to  s o c i a l  and economic th o u g h t 
i n  th e  R en a issa n c e — and th e  g e n e r a l  Id e a  o f c i v i c  d u ty  and a c t i v i t y  
was, l i k e  th e  id e a  o f th e  G rea t C hain , a  f a m i l i a r  o n e . I t  fo rm s, 
f o r  exam ple, th e  b a se  o f T o u c h s to n e 's  famous speech  on th e  c o u r t  
and th e  c o u n try  in  As You L ike I t .
The Tudor w r i t e r s  w ere ch an g in g  th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  em phasis 
p la c e d  on th e  r o l e s  o f th e  a c t i v e  and c o n te m p la tiv e  l i f e  by th e  
a n c ie n t s ,  A qu inas, and o th e r  m ed iev a l Schoolm en. T h is new em phasis 
i s  d e f e n s ib le  i f  two p o in ts  su g g e s te d  by th e  Tudor w r i t e r s  a re  
d e v e lo p e d . F i r s t  i s  th e  c la im  made by S ta rk e y  t h a t  many men (and 
R eg in a ld  P o le  in  p a r t i c u l a r ) , would b e  needed to  d e a l  w ith  th e  
a f f a i r s  o f  s o c i a l ,  p o l i t i c a l ,  and econom ic o r g a n iz a t io n .  Those 
men, when c a l l e d  by th e  p ro p e r  a u t h o r i t i e s  to  s e rv e  in  such  capa­
c i t i e s  , had a  d u ty  to  s e rv e  th e  community even  i f  i t  m eant le a v in g  
th e  c o n te m p la tiv e  l i f e .  H ere , e s s e n t i a l l y ,  th e r e  i s  l i t t l e  p ra c ­
t i c a l  d i f f e r e n c e  betw een  th e  Tudor p o s i t i o n  and t h a t  ta k e n , s a y , 
i n  The R e p u b lic . I t  i s  o n ly  c la im ed  t h a t  some men (p e rh ap s  more 
th a n  P la to  would have s u g g e s te d , b u t  s i l l  o n ly  a  p a r t  o f  th e  w h o le ) , 
sh o u ld  le a d  th e  a c t i v e  l i f e .
The more im p o r ta n t v a r i a t i o n  i n  th e  Tudor id e a  o f  th e  c iv ic  
l i f e  was th e  id e a  t h a t  i t  was b e t t e r  to  " s e rv e  th e  m any," and n o t 
o n e s e l f .  The h ig h e s t  in d iv id u a l  h a p p in e s s  comes i n  m aking and 
e n fo rc in g  p o l i c i e s  t h a t  c o n t r ib u te  to  th e  s o c i a l  good. T h is
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s u g g e s ts  som eth ing  o f  a  u t i l i t a r i a n  em phasis—a c h ie v e  th e  g r e a t e s t  
good f o r  th e  g r e a t e s t  number— b u t on a  s p i r i t u a l  l e v e l  t h a t  em phasis 
can  be d e fe n d e d . On a  p u re ly  m a te r i a l  b a s i s  i t  has been  su g g e s te d  
t h a t  th e  Tudors w ere  p u rp o s e ly  v e ry  f a r  from  th e  u t i l i t a r i a n  scheme 
o f  s o c i a l  o r g a n iz a t io n ,  on th e  grounds t h a t  such  a  sy stem  co u ld  
p o t e n t i a l l y ,  and l i k e l y ,  le a d  to  u n o rd e red  w e a lth  and consum ption . 
T h is  i s s u e  i s  f u r t h e r  d is c u s s e d  be low , in  th e  s e c t io n  on th e  Tudor 
economy o f  d e l i g h t .
The id e a  o f  " s p i r i t u a l  u t i l i t a r i a n i s m "  would im ply  th a t  more 
men can  be  made v i r tu o u s  i f  m ost men who a re  s u i t e d  f o r  th e  contem ­
p l a t i v e  l i f e  w i l l  s h a r p ly  l i m i t  th e  tim e  th e y  spend  in  in d iv id u a l  
s tu d y  and th o u g h t ,  and w ork to  d e s ig n  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  la w s , and edu­
c a t i o n a l  and employment sy stem s w hich  w i l l  p ro p e r ly  form  th e  
c h a r a c te r  o f  th e  members o f  th e  E n g lish  common w e a l th .  The em phasis 
i s  p la c e d  on m axim izing  th e  a b s o lu te  number o f  v i r tu o u s  c i t i z e n s ,  
r a t h e r  th a n  f in d in g  th e  h ig h e s t  form  o f h a p p in e s s  f o r  any one 
i n d iv id u a l— b u t th e  im p l ic a t io n  i s  t h a t  th e  h ig h e s t  good f o r  m ost 
in d iv id u a ls  i s  to  s e r v e  th e  community i n  i t s  e f f o r t s  to  p ro p e r ly  
d i r e c t  a s  many s u b je c t s  a s  p o s s ib l e .  Economic a n a ly s i s  and p o l ic y  
w ere se e n  a s  to o l s  t o  be  u sed  i n  t h a t  t a s k  s in c e  o r d e r ,  s e c u r i t y  
and p r o s p e r i ty  w ere a l l  c o n s id e re d  b e n e f i c i a l ,  i f  n o t e s s e n t i a l ,  to  
w id e sp rea d  s o c i a l  and s p i r i t u a l  w e l lb e in g .
I t  sh o u ld  a l s o  b e  n o te d  t h a t  th e r e  i s  a  s o r t  o f s p i r i t u a l  
p r i n c i p l e  o f  e q u a l i t y  b e h in d  t h i s  d e fe n s e  o f  th e  Tudor c o n ce p t o f
I l l
c iv i c  a c t i v i t y .  Every man h as  a  s o u l ,  and I t  I s  an  open q u e s t io n  
w hether th e  s o u l o f  any one p e rso n  i s  more v a lu a b le  th a n  t h a t  o f 
a n o th e r .  I f  th e  Tudors h e ld  t h i s  u n d e r ly in g  v a lu e  o f  s p i r i t u a l  
e q u a l i ty  (and i t  i s  n o t c l e a r  t h a t  th e y  d i d ) , i t  i s  a  co n cep t t h a t  
cou ld  n e v e r th e le s s  have  been  c o m p a tib le  w ith  ex trem e d e g re e s  o f  
econom ic and p o l i t i c a l  i n e q u a l i t y ,  when su ch  in e q u a l i ty  was a s s o ­
c ia t e d  w ith  a f u n c t io n a l  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  w e a lth  and pow er.
In  economic a f f a i r s ,  th e  c a l l  o f  c i v i c  d u ty  and a c t i v i t y  
su p p o rte d  th e  Tudor p r e d i s p o s i t io n  to  a c c e p t r e g u la to r y  e f f o r t s  
i n  econom ic a f f a i r s  from  th e  C o u rt, and even  im p lie d  t h a t  su ch  
l e g i s l a t i v e  c o n t r o l s  and en fo rcem en t p r a c t i c e s  would o f te n  be 
n e c e s s a ry . The aim s o f  t h a t  g o v ern m en ta l i n t e r f e r e n c e  w e re , how ever, 
a s  l i k e l y  to  r e f l e c t  a  d e s i r e  to  m a in ta in  t r a d i t i o n a l  s o c i a l  o rd e r  
a s  some c o n sc io u s  program  to  in c r e a s e  o v e r a l l  n a t i o n a l  w e a lth  a n d /o r  
pow er. The e t h i c a l  e f f e c t s  o f  t h i s  c a l l  to  th e  l i f e  o f  c iv i c  a c t i v i t y  
w ere c l e a r l y  r e a l i z e d  by th e  Tudor econom ic w r i t e r s ;  th e  b e n e f i t s  o f  
im proved economic e f f i c i e n c y  and p r o d u c t iv i ty  e x p e c te d  to  come w ith  
a  w e l l  e d u c a te d  and a c t i v e  group o f  r o y a l  a d v i s o r s ,  ju d g e s ,  and 
m a g is t r a te s  w e re , though  n o t  i n c i d e n t a l ,  a t  l e a s t  se c o n d a ry .
The Im p e r ia l  Theme
The m ed iev a l id e a  o f  a  u n i f i e d  C h r i s t i a n  w o rld , j u s t l y  
r u le d  by a  d iv in e ly  a p p o in te d  o r  s a n c tio n e d  r u l e r  who c a r e f u l ly
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a tte n d e d  to  s p i r i t u a l  and s e c u la r  a f f a i r s t h a s  b een  d e s c r ib e d  as th e  
Im p e r ia l  theme I n  European h i s t o r y
T his id e a  h a s  re c e iv e d  no m ean in g fu l d is c u s s io n  in  th e  
l i t e r a t u r e  on m e rc a n t i l is m . I t  i s  n o t  u s u a l ly  m en tioned  i n  r e l a t i o n  
to  e i t h e r  q u e s t io n s  o f d o m estic  r u l e  and p o l ic y  o r  to  m a tte r s  o f  
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  e x p lo r a t io n ,  t r a d e ,  o r  c o lo n ia l  p r o j e c t s  w here th e  
t i e - i n  w ith  th e  m ore s ta n d a rd  c o n ce p t o f  im p e r ia l is m  i s  m ost e v i ­
d e n t .  When any s p i r i t u a l  co n cep t o f  th e  im p e r ia l  theme i s  m en tio n ed , 
i t  i s  u s u a l ly  d ism is se d  q u ic k ly  b e c a u se  th e  t r a d e r s ,  e x p lo re r s  and 
c o lo n is t s  o f  th e  Tudor p e r io d  g e n e r a l ly  f a i l e d  t o  p u t th o s e  id e a s  
in  p r a c t i c e .  K laus E. K n o rr , f o r  exam ple, i n  h i s  d is c u s s io n  o f  th e  
" f i r s t  d ecades o f  B r i t i s h  c o lo n ia l  e n t e r p r i s e "  and " c o lo n ia l  th e o ry "  
does n o t doub t th e  s i n c e r i t y  o f  th e  "serm ons" g iv e n  by such  w r i t e r s  
a s  M alynes and H ak luy t in  c a l l i n g  f o r  s p re a d in g  C h r i s t i a n  g o s p e l 
by fo u n d in g  new c o lo n ie s .  But K norr does say  t h a t ,  i n  p r a c t i c e ,  
a l l  o f  th e  s p i r i t u a l  m o tiv e s  f o r  c o lo n iz in g  " s h r in k  to  i n s i g n i f i ­
cance  "226 wh en com pared to  th e  r e s o u rc e s  and e f f o r t s  p u t  i n to  
th e  more s e c u la r  m a tte r s  o f  g a in in g  t e r r i t o r y ,  t r e a s u r e  and raw 
m a te r i a l s .  K norr f u r t h e r  s u g g e s ts  t h a t  some o f  th e  S tu a r t  econom ic
225'fhig s e c t io n  draw s h e a v i ly  on F ran c e s  A. Y ates* r e c e n t  
w ork, A s t r a e a : The Im p e r ia l  Theme i n  th e  S ix te e n th  C e n tu ry . (Lon­
don : R o u tled g e  and Kegan P a u l ,  1 9 7 5 ). See a l s o  C h r is to p h e r  Dawson, 
R e l ig io n  and th e  R ise  o f  W estern  C u l tu r e , (New Y o rk : Image Books, 
1 9 5 8 ), p .  2 1 f f .
^ ^ K la u s  E. K n o rr, B r i t i s h  C o lo n ia l  T h e o r ie s , 1570-1850 , 
(T o ro n to : U n iv e r s i ty  o f  T o ro n to  P r e s s ,  1 9 6 8 ), p p . 2 8 -2 9 .
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w r i t e r s  may have even  been  I n s in c e r e  in  t h e i r  c o n c e p tio n  o f  t h e i r  
C h r i s t i a n  d u t i e s . 2 2 7  He co n c lu d e s  t h a t ,  "The much p ro fe s s e d  d u ty  
o f  C h r i s t i a n iz in g  th e  Am erican n a t iv e s  a s  an  argum ent f o r  c o lo n iz a ­
t i o n  m ust be  d ism is se d  a s  b e in g  e i t h e r  s p u r io u s  o r  ex tre m e ly  
i n s i g n i f i c a n t  i n  com parison  w i th  o th e r  a rg u m e n ts ." 22®
A gain , th e  d i s t i n c t i o n  betw een  good econom ic h i s to r y  and 
good h i s t o r y  o f econom ic th o u g h t m ust b e  made. In  te rm s o f  a  s tu d y  
o f  econom ic th o u g h t, th e  m ere e x is te n c e  o f  " s in c e r e "  p a ssa g e s  in  
th e  p rim ary  l i t e r a t u r e  w a r ra n ts  a  s e r io u s  e v a lu a t io n  and re c o g ­
n i t i o n  o f  th e  Tudor im p e r ia l  them e. A n a t u r a l  to p ic  t h a t  ev o lv es  
once t h i s  p o in t  i s  a c c e p te d  i s  to  make c l e a r  th e  d i f f e r e n c e s  in v o lv ed  
betw een th e  Tudor id e a  o f im p e r ia l  r u l e  and th e  M a rx ia n /N e o -c la s s ic a l  
d e b a te  on economic im p e r ia l is m . To do t h i s ,  i t  i s  m ost u s e f u l  to  
exam ine th e  Tudor im p e r ia l  id e a  a s  i t  r e l a t e d  to  d o m estic  r u l e ,  
w here i t  i s  q u i t e  c l e a r  t h a t  th e  id e a  i s  n o t  s im p ly  an  a p p e a l  f o r  
expand ing  t e r r i t o r i a l  r i g h t s  and d e v e lo p in g  c o lo n ie s  f o r  th e  p u rp o ses  
o f  e x p lo i t in g  th e  n a t iv e  p o p u la t io n  o r  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s .
L ike  so  many o f  th e  m ed iev a l and R en a issan ce  i d e a s ,  th e  
im p e r ia l  theme was l a r g e ly  in s p i r e d  by th e  exam ple o f  a n c ie n t
2 2 7 I b i d . , p .  30.
228I b i d . , p . 32.
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Rome— and where th e  Im p e r ia l  id e a  i s  concerned  th e  a l lu s io n s  a r e  
u s u a l ly  to  th e  Roman E m pire, n o t  th e  R e p u b lic . As F ran ces  Y ates 
n o te s ,
The age o f A ugustus was th e  suprem e exam ple o f a  
w orld  u n i te d  and a t  p eace  u n d e r th e  Roman Em pire, and 
to  t h a t  age had a ls o  b e lo n g ed  th e  suprem e honour o f 
w itn e s s in g  th e  b i r t h  o f  C h r i s t .  By c o n se n tin g  to  be 
b o rn  in to  a  w orld  r u le d  by Roman law  u n d er th e  g r e a t e s t  
o f  C a e sa rs , C h r is t  had c o n se c ra te d  th e  Roman w orld  
o rd e r  and th e  Roman j u s t i c e .  V i r g i l ' s  A eneid , w ith  
i t s  g l o r i f i c a t i o n  o f  A u g u stu s, th u s  became a  sem i- 
sa c re d  poem, g lo r i f y in g  th e  h i s t o r i c a l  fram ew ork o f 
th e  S av io u rs  b i r t h .  M oreover, V i r g i l  was b e lie v e d  
to  have spoken w ith  th e  in s p i r e d  v o ic e  o f  a  p ro p h e t 
when he p ro c la im ed  in  th e  F o u rth  Eclogue t h a t  th e  
g o ld en  age was a b o u t to  r e t u r n ,  and w ith  i t  th e  r e ig n  
o f  th e  V irg in  A s tra e a ,  o r  J u s t i c e ,  and t h a t  a  c h i ld  
would be b o rn  d e s t in e d  to  r u l e  a  r e c o n c i le d  w o rld .
These w ords w ere u n d e rs to o d  to  r e f e r  to  th e  b i r t h  
o f  C h r is t  i n  th e  g o ld en  ag e  o f  A u g u stu s. Through 
su ch  a s s o c ia t i o n s  i t  was p o s s ib le  to  u se  pagan  im p e r ia l  
r h e t o r i c  c o n c e rn in g  p e r io d ic  re n n o v a tio n s  o f  th e  Em pire, 
o r  r e tu r n s  o f  th e  g o ld en  a g e , o f  m ed iev a l C h r i s t i a n  
em p ero rs , th u s  r e t a in in g  som eth ing  o f  th e  c y c l i c  v iew  
o f  h i s t o r y  w hich such  e x p re s s io n s  im p ly , though  in  a  
C h r is t ia n iz e d  fo rm . A r e n o v a t io  o f  th e  Em pire w i l l  
im ply  s p i r i t u a l  r e n o v a t io n ,  f o r  i n  a  r e s to r e d  w o rld , 
i n  a  new g o ld en  ag e  o f  p eace  and j u s t i c e ,  C h r is t  can 
r e ig n .
T h is  m y s tic ism  m ust n o t  o b scu re  th e  f a c t  t h a t  
. . .  i t  was th e  pow er, th e  im perium  i n  th e  w o rld ly  
s e n s e ,  th e  r i g h t  to  th e  w orld  r u l e ,  w hich was renewed 
o r  r e s to r e d  in  Charlem agne and l iv e d  i n  th e  m ed iev a l 
em p ero rs .229
W ith th e  r i s e  o f  R en a issan ce  humanism, th e  im p e r ia l  id e a  was 
m o d if ied  a s  th e  m ed iev a l c o n ce p t o f  u n iv e r s a l i s m  b ro k e  down, and "men
229Yates, p. 4.
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(began) to  l i m i t  t h e i r  hopes o f  a c h ie v in g  u n i ty  to  w i th in  th e  
b o u n d a rie s  o f  n a t io n a l  s t a t e s ."230  xn I t a l y ,  M a c h ia v e ll i  made 
im p o rta n t r e v i s io n s  i n  th e  I t a l i a n  c o n ce p t o f  th e  im p e r ia l  them e. 
Y ates n o te s  t h a t
I t  was M a c h ia v e l l i ,  o f  c o u rs e ,  who p u t R e a lp o l i t ik  
on a  s c i e n t i f i c  b a s i s .  . . . T h is  r e a l i s t i c  ap p ro ach  
o f  n e c e s s i ty  r u le d  o u t th e  o ld  i d e a l i s t  and u n i v e r s a l i s t  
c o n c e p tio n s . He re g a rd e d  th e  Papacy w ith  a c t i v e  d i s l i k e  
a s  th e  c h ie f  c au se  o f I t a l y ' s  w eakness and d i s u n i t y ;  and 
th e  Em pire a s  an  ou tw orn , o b s o le te  i n s t i t u t i o n ,  an 
i r r i t a t i n g  ex cu se  f o r  f o r e ig n  in te r v e n t io n  in  I t a l i a n  
a f f a i r s .  . . . And th e r e  i s  imbedded i n  M a c h ia v e l l i*s 
th o u g h t a  s u r v iv a l  o f th e  o ld  c y c l i c  v ie w s , fo r  he  b e l ie v e s  
in  an  o rg a n ic  p ro c e s s  o f  r i s e  and d e c l in e  i n  th e  l i f e  o f  
s t a t e s ,  and t h a t  t h e i r  r e n o v a t io n  c o n s i s t s  in  a  r e tu r n  
to  a  p r i s t i n e  v i r t u .
So we have a r r iv e d  a t  a  tim e  when th e  new o r ie n ­
t a t i o n s  o f h i s t o r i c a l  th in k in g  s e t  g o in g  by I t a l i a n  
humanism seem to  have f i n a l l y  d ism is se d  th e  E m pire, even 
a s  a  myth o r  a  phantom  t e s t i f y i n g  to  th e  u n iv e r s a l  id e a .  
H enceforw ard th e  n a t io n a l  s t a t e s  w i l l  l e a r n  from  M a c h ia v e ll i  
how to  b u i ld  up t h e i r  s e p a r a te  pow ers on a  b a s is  o f r e a ­
l i s t i c  th o u g h t and o b s e r v a t io n .231
H ere , how ever, a s  in  so  many in s ta n c e s  w here th e  N o rth e rn  
R en a issan ce  to o k  up th e  g e n e ra l  them es o f  I t a l i a n  humanism, Erasmus
2 3 0 x b id . ,  p p . 1 2 -1 3 . C f. R o b e r tso n , p p . 58 and 8 3 , who d id  
n o t s e e  a  l i m i t a t i o n  o f  m en 's  h o p e s , b u t  r a t h e r  a  b e l l i g e r e n t  w i l ­
l in g n e s s  to  f i g h t  " n a t io n a l  w ars in  f a v o r  o f  th e  p r i n c i p l e  o f  
n a t i o n a l i t y , "  and a  d e s i r e  to  u s e  c i v i l  law  to  s u p p o r t  a  " r e la p s e  
in to  a b so lu t ism "  b eh in d  th e  id e a  o f th e  im p e r ia l  them e. R o b e r tso n 's  
em phasis i s  g iv e n .
R o b e r ts o n 's  id e a s  a r e  m is d ire c te d  i n  so  f a r  as  E n g lish  th o u g h t 
o f  th e  s ix t e e n th  c e n tu ry  i s  c o n c e rn e d , b ecau se  o f  h i s  v iew  o f th e  
Im p o rtan ce  o f  M a c h ia v e ll i  i n  a l l  m e r c a n t i l i s t  th o u g h t. The d is c u s ­
s io n  below  c o n s id e r s  th e  l im i te d  r o l e  M a c h ia v e ll i  p la y e d  i n  th e  
developm ent o f  th e  Tudor im p e r ia l  them e.
231yates, pp. 18-19.
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le d  th e  move th a t  r e - C h r i s t l a n lz e d  th e  ends o f  R en a issan ce  th o u g h t 
in  th e  N o rth , and e s p e c i a l l y  in  E ng land . C o n sc io u s ly  and a c t i v e ly  
Erasmus s e t  o u t to  n e g a te  th e  p u re  s e c u la r is m  o f  M a c h ia v e ll i :
Erasmus i s  a  C h r i s t i a n  I d e a l i s t ,  f a r  removed from  
th e  M a c h ia v e ll ia n  r e a l i s m .  H is i d e a l  f o r  Europe i s  th a t  
a l l  i t s  p r in c e s  sh o u ld  have  re c e iv e d  a  C h r i s t i a n  educa­
t i o n ,  w ith  s p e c i a l  em phasis on I n s t r u c t i o n  i n  th e  v i r t u e s  
n e c e s sa ry  f o r  a  r u l e r ,  to  be  a c q u ire d  from  m o ra l pagan 
w r i t e r s  su ch  a s  P l a to ,  C ic e ro , S en eca , o r  P lu t a r c h .  Thus 
t r a i n e d ,  th e  m onarchs o f  th e  I n d iv id u a l  s t a t e s  would a c t  
in  c o n c e r t  to  defend  and m a in ta in  a n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  pax 
in  Eur ope . . . .
Though E rasm us, to o ,  w ould seem to  have  d is c a rd e d  th e  
E m pire , . . .  a  v e s t i g a l  s u r v iv a l  o f  th e  im p e r ia l  id e a  can 
be d e te c te d  i n  some o f  h i s  w r i t i n g s .  . . .  He d o u b ts  w hether 
i t  i s  now e i t h e r  p o s s ib le  o r  d e s i r a b l e  to  r e s t o r e  th e  Em pire 
though  he  ad m its  t h a t ,  I n  th e o ry ,  a  u n iv e r s a l  m onarchy would 
be  th e  b e s t  s t a t e  f o r  th e  w o rld . T h is  seems now q u i t e  
u n r e a l iz a b le  a n d , i n  any c a s e ,  th e  o f f i c e  o f  u n iv e r s a l  
m onarch i s  to o  heavy  a  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  one man to  b e a r .  
M oreover, th e  u n iv e r s a l  monarchy w i l l  n o t  be  n e c e s s a ry ,
' i f  conco rd  j o i n s  th e  C h r i s t i a n  p r in c e s  among th e m s e lv e s . '
The t r u e  m onarch o f  th e  w o rld  i s  C h r i s t ,  an d , i f  a l l  our 
p r in c e s  c o n se n t to  H is t e a c h in g s ,  a l l  w i l l  f l o u r i s h  under 
one p r i n c e . ^32
I n  th e  E n g lish  v e r s io n  o f  th e  im p e r ia l  them e, th e  r e v i s io n s  
made by Erasmus a r e  ta k e n  o v e r  and th e n , i n  E l i z a b e th 's  r e ig n ,  
f u r t h e r  changes i n  em phasis a r e  made to  make th e  g r e a t e s t  p o s s ib le  
u se  o f  a  c a r e f u l l y  d ev e lo p ed  a s s o c ia t i o n  betw een  th e  V irg in  Queen 
o f  England and th e  V irg in  A s tra e a . I n  c l a s s i c a l  l i t e r a t u r e ,  A s tra e a  
had b een  se e n  a s  th e  l a s t  o f  th e  Im m o rta ls  to  abandon e a r t h  i n  th e
232I b i d . , p . 18 .
117
I ro n  age I n  O v id 's  M etam orphoses. But V i r g i l 's  F o u r th  E clogue i s
more im p o r ta n t i n  th e  E n g lish  u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f  A s tre a . T h ink ing  o f
th e  "g o ld e n  ag e"  o f  th e  A ugustan e m p ire , th e  Tudor w r i t e r s  to o k  up
V i r g i l 's  p a s sa g e s  on " A s tra e a -V irg o , th e  j u s t  and p io u s  v i r g i n ,
whose r e t u r n  . . . h e r a ld s  th e  g o ld en  ag e  o f em p ire . She [A s tra ea ]
233becomes an im p e r ia l  v i r g i n . "
N a tu r a l ly ,  th e  p o s t-R e fo rm a tio n  E n g lish  w r i t e r s  a l s o  chose  
to  d ev e lo p  th e  a n t i - P a p i s t  e lem en ts  o f  th e  n a t i o n a l i s t i c  R en a issan ce  
im p e r ia l  them e. Y ates w r i t e s  t h a t
The s a c re d  One R u le r  o f  th e s e  C a th o lic  i m p e r i a l i s t  
w r i t e r s  [D ante and M a rs i l io ]  became i n  th e  hands o f  th e  
i m p e r i a l i s t  P r o te s ta n t  E l iz a b e th a n  th e o lo g ia n s  th e  s a c re d  
One V irg in  whose sword o f  J u s t i c e  sm ote down th e  Whore o f 
B abylon and u sh e re d  i n  a  g o ld en  ag e  o f  p u re  r e l i g i o n ,  peace  
and p le n ty .  The f a c t  t h a t  A s tra e a  f o r  D ante  i s  a  sym bol 
o f  im p e r ia l  re fo rm  and i s  a l s o  a  name f o r  E l iz a b e th  i s  
more th a n  a  m ere ly  l i t e r a r y  p a r a l l e l .  The r e l i g i o u s  s id e  
o f  th e  im p e r ia l  le g e n d  was e a s i l y  tu rn e d  i n  a  n a t i o n a l i s t  
d i r e c t i o n  a s  E n g la n d 's  power and g re a tn e s s  expanded u n d er 
E l i z a b e t h 's  r u l e . 234
Thus th e  theme o f n a u t i c a l  a d v e n tu re  and o v e rse a s  
e x p a n s io n , p u re ly  n a t i o n a l i s t i c  and a g g re s s iv e  though  i t  
may be  in  p r a c t i c e ,  h a s  b e h in d  i t  f o r  th e s e  s i x t e e n t h -  
c e n tu ry  m inds some memory o f  em pire  i n  th e  a n c ie n t  and 
r e l i g i o u s  s e n s e .  The d is c o v e ry  o f  new w o rld s  r a i s e s  th e  
p rob lem  o f  th e  ex p an sio n  o f  th e  c o n ce p t o f  h o ly  em pire  
u n d e r th e  One to  f i t  a  w o rld  l a r g e r  th a n  t h a t  known to
V i r g i l  o r  to  Dante.235
2 3 3 x b id ., p p . 29 -30 . 
2 3 ^ I b i d . , p .  47 .
2 3 5 I b i d . ,  p p . 5 8 -5 9 .
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The E l iz a b e th a n s  w ere  a c t i v e  i n  voyages o f  e x p lo r a t io n  and 
a t te m p ts  a t  c o lo n iz a t io n ,  b u t  th e y  a l s o  fa c e d  a  l a r g e r  and more 
im m ediate p roblem  w hich r e q u i r e d  b o th  a  s t r o n g  navy and a  s t ro n g  
s e n se  o f  n a t io n a l  u n i ty  and p u rp o se —-the  t h r e a t  o f in v a s io n .  The 
im p e r ia l  theme p lay ed  an  Im p o rta n t r o l e  i n  th e s e  m a tte r s  to o :
E l i z a b e th 's  v i c t o r y  o v e r th e  S p an ish  Armada was a  
v i c t o r y ,  n o t  o n ly  o v e r  a  n a t io n a l  enemy, b u t a l s o  o v er 
a  s p i r i t u a l  power w h ich  made a  t o t a l  c la im  on m en 's  
a l l e g i a n c e .  To d e f e a t  i t  r e q u ir e d  n o t  o n ly  a  s t ro n g  
nav y , b u t  a l s o  a  s t r o n g  sym bolism . By c la im in g  f o r  
th e  n a t io n a l  ch u rch  t h a t  i t  was a  re fo rm  e x ec u te d  by 
th e  s a c re d  im p e r ia l  power a s  r e p r e s e n te d  in  th e  sa c re d  
E n g lish  m onarchy, th e  E l iz a b e th  sym bol drew to  i t s e l f  
a  t r a d i t i o n  w hich a l s o  made a  t o t a l , u n iv e r s a l  c la im - -  
th e  t r a d i t i o n  o f  s a c re d  em p ire . The e x tra v a g a n t  lan g u ag e  
u sed  o f  E l iz a b e th  need  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  im ply t h a t  E l iz a ­
b e th a n  hopes w ent so  f a r  a s  to  e x p e c t a  w o rld  em pire  f o r  
th e  queen . The argum en ts  f o r  s a c re d  em p ire— t h a t  th e  
w orld  i s  a t  i t s  b e s t  and m ost p e a c e f u l  u n d e r one r u l e r  
and t h a t  th e n  j u s t i c e  i s  m ost p o w e rfu l— a r e  u sed  to  
b u t t r e s s  h e r  r e l i g i o u s  r i g h t s  as  an  in d iv id u a l  m onarch.
The m onarch who i s  One and s o v e re ig n  w i th in  h i s  own 
dom ains h a s  im p e r ia l  r e l i g i o u s  r i g h t s , and he  can  a c h ie v e  
th e  im p e r ia l  re fo rm  in d e p e n d e n tly  o f  th e  Pope. The 
le n g th s  to  w hich th e  c u l t  o f  E l iz a b e th  w ent a r e  a  m easure 
o f  th e  s e n s e  o f  i s o l a t i o n  w hich  had a t  a l l  c o s ts  to  f in d  
a  sym bol s t ro n g  enough to  p ro v id e  a  f e e l i n g  o f s p i r i t u a l  2 3 5
s e c u r i t y  i n  f a c e  o f  th e  b re a k  w ith  th e  r e s t  o f  C hristendom .
The E l iz a b e th a n  w r i t e r s  and a r t i s t s  w ere  o f te n  c o n s c io u s ly  
d e v e lo p in g  th e  " c u l t  o f  E l i z a b e th ,"  and o th e r  t r a d i t i o n a l  id e a s  
t h a t  c o u ld  mold and f u r t h e r  s u p p o r t  th e  w o rld  p i c t u r e  o f  t h e i r  
c o u n try m en .^ 7  So , f o r  exam ple , th e  c o n c e p t o f  c h iv a l r y  was
2 3 6 I b i d . , p p . 5 8 -5 9 . Y a te s ' em phasis i s  g iv e n .
^ ^ S e e  Roy S tro n g , The C u lt o f  E l i z a b e th ; E liz a b e th a n  
P o r t r a i t u r e  and P a g e n try , (New Y ork: N o rto n  and C o ., 19 7 7 ).
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jo in e d  w ith  th e  c la im s  o f  E l i z a b e t h 's  im p e r ia l  r i g h t s  and th e  id e a
o f th e  G re a t C hain o f  B ein g . A s e r i e s  o f  p a g a e n ts  w ere s ta g e d
th ro u g h o u t E l i z a b e t h 's  r e i g n ,  b u i l t  a ro u n d  im agery d e s ig n e d  to  p u t
c h iv a l r y  " in to  a  co sm o lo g ica l c o n t e x t . " 23® T h is  c h iv a l ro u s
" fo rm u la ,"  Y a tes  n o te s ,  " s u i t e d  th e  a r i s t o c r a t i c  s t r u c t u r e  o f
E liz a b e th a n  s o c i e ty ;  and i t  was th e  v e h ic l e  f o r  th e  e x p re s s io n  o f
239i t s  hopes and f e a r s ,  w h e th e r p e r s o n a l ,  p a t r i o t i c ,  o r  r e l i g i o u s . "
The im agery  and th e  re v iv e d  t r a d i t i o n s — i . e . ,  th e  program  
o f  p ropaganda—worked i n  E n g lan d , and worked s u r p r i s in g ly  w e l l  in  
many o th e r  p a r t s  o f  Europe to o .  E l i z a b e t h 's  u n iq u e  p o s i t i o n  
" tra n sc e n d e d  th e  P r o te s t a n t - C a th o l i c  a n t i t h e s i s "  in  some r e s p e c t s ,  
and th e r e  was a p p a r e n t ly  some hope t h a t ,  " sh e  m ig h t s ta n d  f o r  th o se  
w id e r and d e e p e r  a s p i r a t i o n s  f o r  some u n iv e r s a l  s o lu t io n " 24^ to  th e  
r e l i g i o u s  p rob lem s o f p o s t-R e fo rm a tio n  E u ro p e. P o l i t i c a l l y ,  sh e  
r e p re s e n te d  " a  hope o f  freedom  from  th e  f e a r  o f  th e  t y r a n t  . . . n o t 
o n ly  f o r  E n g lan d , b u t  f o r  a l l  E u ro p e ."241
In  sum m arizing  th e  Tudor v e r s io n  o f  th e  im p e r ia l  theme 
Y ates  s t a t e s  t h a t  i t  was
. . .  a  b le n d  o f  n a s c e n t  n a t io n a l i s m  and s u rv iv in g  m ed iev a l 
u n iv e r s a l i s m . The sym bol o f  th e  V irg in  Queen . . . touched
2 3 ® Y ates, p .  107 .
2 3 9 I b i d . , p .  1 1 1 .
2 4 0 I b i d . , p .  119 .
2 4 1 I b i d .
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trem endous s p i r i t u a l  and h i s t o r i c a l  i s s u e s .  The d e s t in y  
o f a l l  mankind i s  a t  s ta k e  i n  th e  id e a  f o r  w hich th e  
v i r g i n  o f  th e  g o ld en  age  s ta n d s .  . . .  I n  th e  E l iz a ­
b e th a n  im p e r ia l  them e, u n iv e r s a l  c o n ce p ts  a r e  n e v e r f a r  below  
th e  s u r f a c e  i n  th e  I n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  h i s t o r y . 2 4 2
The d is c r e p a n c ie s  betw een th e  E l iz a b e th a n  th e o ry  and 
E liz a b e th a n  p r a c t i c e  have  long  been  n o te d ;  th e y  w ere  n o ted  f i r s t  
by th e  E l iz a b e th a n s  th e m se lv e s . R e fe r in g  to  S h ak esp ea re  Y ates 
n o te s  t h a t
A g r e a t  comic and t r a g i c  g e n iu s , su rro u n d ed  by  such  
a  sym bolism  and su ch  a  v iew  o f  h i s t o r y ,  would be  in c l in e d  
to  d w e ll ,  i n  p la c e  o f  th e  f a c i l e  op tim ism  o f  an o f f i c i a l  
p ro p ag an d a , upon th e  c o n t r a s t  be tw een  th e s e  h ig h e s t  hopes 
o f  mankind and t h e i r  c o n s ta n t  d is a p p o in tm e n t upon th e  
s p e c ta c le  o f  th e  l u s t  and b lo o d sh ed  o f  th e  i r o n  age 
p e r p e tu a l ly  d i s p e l l i n g  th e  v i s i o n  o f j u s t i c e  and p e a c e . 
S h a k e sp e a re 's  n a r r a t i o n  o f  th e  c rim es o f  m onarchs o r  o f  
th e  agony and d e a th  o f  lo v e r s  g a in s  i t s  po ig n an cy  from  
th e  im agery  w hich so  o f te n  s u g g e s ts  u n iv e r s a l  p o s s i ­
b i l i t i e s  f o r e v e r  b e t r a y e d .243
S tra n g e ly  enough , i t  i s  t h i s  s o r t  o f  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  w hich 
h a s  a ls o  been  used  by m odern h i s t o r i a n s  o f  econom ic th o u g h t i n  d i s ­
c u s s in g  i s s u e s  r e l a t e d  to  th e  Tudor im p e r ia l  them e, to  th e  e x te n t  
t h a t  th e  c o n ce p t i s  s tu d ie d  a t  a l l .  But even  a c a s u a l  r e a d in g  of 
th e  p rim ary  so u rc e s  shows t h a t  th e  Tudor w r i t e r s ,  when d is c u s s in g  
th e  a u th o r i ty  and d u t i e s  o f  t h e i r  m onarchs, assum ed t h a t  t h e i r  r u l e r s  
had r e l i g i o u s  a s  w e l l  a s  s e c u la r  s a n c t io n s  and o b l ig a t io n s .  In
242I b id . , p . 8 7 .
243Ib id .
121
p r a c t i c a l  te rm s , t h i s  m eant t h a t  s o c i a l  I n s t i t u t i o n s  and l e g i s ­
l a t i o n  w ere to  prom ote and defen d  th e  C h r i s t i a n  v i r t u e s  o f  th e  
E n g lish  p e o p le  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e i r  m a te r ia l  w e llb e in g  and p o l i t i c a l  
s e c u r i t y .
B eco n 's  C atech ism  p ro v id e s  th e  c l e a r e s t  s ta te m e n t on t h i s  
m a tte r  a s  th e  'F a t h e r ’ a sk s  h i s  ’Son’ to
P rove  by  th e  word o f God, t h a t  th e  tem p o ra l r u l e r s  
have to  do w ith  m a tte r s  o f  C h r i s t i a n  r e l i g i o n .  For th e r e  
w ant n o t  a t  t h i s  p r e s e n t  day  w hich  th in k ,  t h a t  c i v i l  
m a g is t r a te s  ought n o t to  m eddle w ith  m a tte r s  p e r ta in in g  
to  th e  s o u l ,  b u t  u n to  th e  body o n l y .244
The ’ Son’ rem inds h i s  ’F a th e r ’ t h a t  D av id , Solomon, A sa, 
J e h o s a p h a t ,  M oses, H e ze k ia , J o s i a ,  J e h u , C o n s ta n tin e , G ra t ia n u s ,  
V a le n tin e a n u s  and o th e r  n o ta b le  r u l e r s  a l l  c a red  f o r  th e  s p i r i t u a l  
needs o f  t h e i r  p e o p le  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e i r  m a te r i a l  c o m fo rts . Then, 
m ost d am ning ly , th e  'S o n ' a t t r i b u t e s  th e  b e l i e f  t h a t  th e  m a g is t r a te s  
sh o u ld  n o t  c o n s id e r  s p i r i t u a l  d u t i e s  to  th e  " P a p i s t s : "
But a s  th e y  [ th e  P a p is t s ]  a lo n e  w i l l  b e  c a l l e d  
s p i r i t u a l ,  so  l ik e w is e  do th e y  c h a lle n g e  to  th em se lv es  
a l l  s p i r i t u a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  and th e  d e te rm in a t io n  o f  a l l  
m a t te r s  c o n ce rn in g  r e l i g i o n ,  le a v in g  to  th e  m a g is t r a te s  
a u th o r i t y  and power o n ly  o v e r th e  body and b o d ily  
m a t t e r s ,  m aking them i n  t h i s  b e h a l f  no b e t t e r  th a n  
sw in eh e rd s  and s h e p h e rd s .245
^ ^ B eco n , p . 303 .
245lb i d . ,  p . 304 .
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Becon th e n  s e t s  down th e  two c h ie f  d u t i e s  o f  th e  te m p o ra l 
m a g is t r a te :  to  b a n ish  f a l s e  r e l i g i o n  and I d o la t r y  w h ile  ad v an c in g
t r u e  r e l i g i o n ,  and to  goven j u s t l y .  To govern  j u s t l y  Becon means 
th a t  a  p r in c e  m ust "d efen d  [h is  p e o p le ]  from  a l l  p e r i l s ,  . . . p re ­
s e rv e  t h e i r  g oods, . . . m a in ta in  th e  good and p u n ish  th e  e v i l  and 
w ic k e d ." ^ 4® He a g a in  rem inds h i s  r e a d e r s  t h a t  te m p o ra l r u l e r s  a r e  
" o rd a in e d  o f God . . . ;  and no man h a th  j u s t l y  r u l e  and a u th o r i ty  in  
any commonweal, w hich i s  n o t o rd a in e d  by  God . " 2 4 7
In  th e  D isco u rse  o f  th e  Commonweal, S i r  Thomas Sm ith makes 
a  c a s e  f o r  e d u c a tin g  tem p o ra l r u l e r s  i n  m o ra l m a t te r s  v e ry  s im i l a r  
to  th e  p ro p o s a l  Becon makes i n  a  l a t e r  p a r t  o f  h i s  C atech ism . Sm ith  
asked  s im p ly ,
What p a r t  o f  th e  Commonweal i s  n e g le c te d  by m ora l 
p h ilo so p h y ?  Does i t  n o t  te a c h  f i r s t  how ev ery  man sh o u ld  
g u id e  h im s e lf  h o n e s t ly ?  S eco n d ly , how he  sh o u ld  g u id e  
h i s  fa m ily  w is e ly  and p r o p h e t i c a l l y ,  and t h i r d l y  i t  shows 
how a  c i t y  o r  a  rea lm  o r  any o th e r  Commonweal sh o u ld  be  
w e ll  o rd e re d  and governed  b o th  i n  tim e  o f  p eace  and a l s o  
w ar. What Commonweal can  be  w ith o u t  e i t h e r  a  g o v e rn o r ,g
o r  c o u n se lo r  t h a t  sh o u ld  b e  e x p e r t  in  t h i s  k in d  o f  le a r n in g ?
Sm ith saw th e  p r a c t i c a l  s id e  o f  th e  im p e r ia l  theme a s  w e l l .  
In  h i s  d is c u s s io n  o f  th e  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  c o u r ts  and m a tte r s  o f 
s p i r i t u a l  law  i n  De R e p u b lic s  Anglorum , h e  n o te s  t h a t  i n  England
2 4 6 I b i d . , p .  307 .
2 4 7 I b i d . , p .  303.
2 4 ®Smith, A D isc o u rse  o f  th e  Common W eal, p .  29.
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th e s e  c o u r ts  o b ta in  t h e i r  " f o r c e ,  pow er, a u t h o r i t y ,  r u l e  and j u r i s ­
d i c t i o n ,  from  th e  r o y a l  ra a je a te y  and th e  crown o f England and from
OAQ
no o th e r  f o r e ig n  p o te n ta te  o r  power u n d er God . . .
De M alynes e x p re sse d  h i s  fu n d am en ta l agreem ent w ith  S m ith , 
and e s p e c ia l l y  w ith  Becon, w r i t in g  in  1603 th a t
. . . th e  o f f i c e  o f  a  P r in c e  i s  w h o lly  employed a b o u t th e  
governm ent o f  th e  p e rso n s  o f men, and o f  th in g s  c o n v e n ie n t 
and f i t  f o r  th e  m a in ten an ce  o f  human s o c i e t y ,  a c c o rd in g  to  
th e  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  th e  h e a th e n s :  b u t  r a t h e r  i n  th e  o b se rv a ­
t i o n  o f  R e l ig io n  tow ards God, and a d m in is t r a t io n  o f  J u s t i c e  
tow ards man: th e  one te a c h in g  u s  e s p e c i a l l y  o f  th e  l i f e  to  
come; th e  o th e r ,  how we sh o u ld  l i v e  i n  t h i s  l i f e .  R e lig io n  
k n i t s  and u n i t e s  th e  s p i r i t s  o f  men, w hereby th e y  l i v e  
o b e d ie n t ly  in  u n i t y ,  p e a c e , and co n co rd : and j u s t i c e  i s  a  
m easure  o rd a in e d  by God among men, to  d e fen d  th e  f e e b le  
from  th e  m ig h ty . Hence p ro c e ed s  t h a t  th e  c au se  o f s e d i t io n s  
and c i v i l  w a rs , i s  th e  d e n ia l  o f  j u s t i c e ,  o p p re s s io n  o f  th e  
commonpeople, in e q u a l  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  rew ard s  and p u n ish ­
m en ts , th e  ex ceed in g  r i c h e s  o f  a  s m a ll  num ber, th e  ex trem e 
p o v e r ty  o f  many, th e  o v e r - g r e a t  id le n e s s  o f  th e  s u b j e c t ,  and 
th e  n o t p u n ish in g  o f  o f f e n d e r s : w hich b r in g s  d e s t r u c t io n  o f 
Common-weals."2 5 0
The im p e r ia l  theme was n a t u r a l l y  a s s o c ia te d  w ith  th e  id e a  o f  
th e  G re a t C hain o f  B e in g , o f te n  by  showing t h a t  th e  P r in c e  and h is
m a g is t r a te s  se rv e d  a s  s p i r i t u a l  exam ples to  th e  s u b je c t s  o f  th e  re a lm .
S i r  Thomas E ly o t made su ch  a  l in k a g e  i n  1531:
. . . f o r  a s  much a s  u n d e rs ta n d in g  i s  th e  m ost e x c e l l e n t  
g i f t  t h a t  man can  r e c e iv e  i n  h i s  c r e a t i o n ,  w hereby he
does ap p ro ach  m ost n ig h  u n to  th e  s im i l i t u d e  o f  God;
^ ^ S m i th ,  De R epubuica Anglorum , p . 141.
2^®De M alynes, E n g la n d 's  View, i n  th e  Unmasking o f  Two P a ra ­
doxes , p p . 2 -3 .
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w hich u n d e rs ta n d in g  I s  th e  p r i n c i p a l  p a r t  o f  th e  s o u l :  I t  I s  
th e r e f o r e  c o n g ru e n t, and a c c o rd in g  t h a t  a s  one e x c e ls  
a n o th e r  In  t h a t  in f lu e n c e ,  a s  th e re b y  b e in g  n e x t to  th e  
s im i l i t u d e  o f  h i s  M aker, so  sh o u ld  th e  e s t a t e  o f  h i s  p e rso n  
be advanced i n  d e g re e  o r  p la c e  w here u n d e rs ta n d in g  may 
p r o f i t :  w hich i s  a l s o  d i s t r i b u t e d  i n t o  su n d ry  u s e s ,  f a c u l ­
t i e s ,  and o f f i c e s ,  n e c e s s a ry  f o r  th e  l i v i n g  and governance  
o f  m ankind. . . . Such o u g h t to  b e  s e t  in  a  more h ig h  p la c e  
th a n  th e  r e s id u e  w here th e y  may s e e  and a l s o  be  s e e n ;  t h a t  
by th e  beams o f  t h e i r  e x c e l l e n t  w i t ,  shown th ro u g h  th e  g la s s  
o f  a u t h o r i t y ,  o th e r  o f  i n f e r i o u r  u n d e rs ta n d in g  may be  d i r e c te d  
to  th e  way o f v i r t u e  and commodious l i v i n g . 251
G lyo t w ro te  more e x p l i c i t l y  on th e  im p e r ia l  them e, how ever, 
in  th e  s e c t io n  o f  The Boke Named th e  G overnor w hich d e a l t  w ith  "What 
th in g s  he t h a t  i s  e le c te d  o r  a p p o in te d  to  be  a  g o v ern o u r o f  a p u b l ic  
w eal ough t to  p r e m e d i ta te ."  E ly o t a sk e d ,
How v i g i l a n t  o u t a  C h r i s t i a n  man b e in g  i n  a u th o r i ty — 
how v i g i l a n t  (X s a y ) ,  i n d u s t r i o u s ,  and d i l i g e n t  o u g h t he to  
be  in  th e  a d m in is t r a t io n  o f  a  p u b l ic  w eal?  D read ing  alw ays 
th e  w ords t h a t  be  spoken  by e t e r n a l  s a p ie n c e  to  them th a t  
be  g o v e rn o rs  o f  p u b l ic  w e a ls ;  A ll  power and v i r t u e  i s  g iv e n  
o f  th e  Lord th a t  o f  a l l  o th e r  i s  h i g h e s t ,  who s h a l l  exam ine 
your d e e d s , and s e a rc h  y o u r th o u g h ts .  F or when you w ere th e  
m in is te r s  o f h i s  re a lm  you ju d g ed  n o t u p r ig h t ly ,  n o r o b serv ed  
th e  law  o f  j u s t i c e ,  n o r  you w alked  n o t  a c c o rd in g  to  h i s  
p l e a s u r e .  He s h a l l  s h o r t l y  and t e r r i b l y  a p p ea r u n to  you .
For m ost h a rd  and g r ie v o u s  judgm ent s h a l l  be  on them t h a t  
have  r u l e  o v e r  o th e r s .  To th e  p o o r man mercy i s  g r a n te d ,  
b u t th e  g r e a t  men s h a l l  s u f f e r  g r e a t  to rm e n ts . . . . T here­
f o r e  to  you g o v e rn o rs  be  th e s e  my w o rd s , t h a t  ye  may le a r n  
wisdom and f a l l  n o t . 252
W illiam  B aldw in su g g e s te d  th e  same id e a  in  h i s  1559 M irro r  
f o r  M a g is t r a te s :
251E ly o t , p . 5 .
252I b ld . ,  pp. 117 -118 .
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For God ( th e  o r d a in e r  o f  O f f ic e s )  a lth o u g h  he s u f f e r  
them f o r  punishm ent o f  th e  p e o p le  to  be  o f te n  o ccu p ied  o f  
s u c h , a s  a r e  r a t h e r  s p o i l e r s  and J u d a s s e s ,  th e n  t o i l e r s  o r  
J u s t i c e s  (whom th e  s c r i p t u r e  th e r e f o r e  c a l l e d  H y p o c r ite s )  
y e t  s u f f e r s  them n o t to  e scap e  u n p u n ish ed , b ecau se  th ey  
d ish o n o r Him. F o r i t  i s  G od 's  own o f f i c e ,  y ea  h i s  c h ie f  
o f f i c e ,  w hich  th e y  b e a r  and a b u se . For a s  J u s t i c e  i s  th e  
c h ie f  v i r t u e ,  so  i s  th e  m in i s t r a t i o n  th e r e o f ,  th e  c h i e f e s t  
o f f i c e :  and th e r e f o r e  h a s  God e s ta b l i s h e d  i t  w ith  th e  
c h i e f e s t  name, h o n o rin g  and c a l l i n g  K in g s , and a l l  o f f i c e s  
u n d er them by h i s  own name, G ods. Ye be  a l l  Gods, a s  many 
a s  have  i n  yo u r c h a rg e  any m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  J u s t i c e .  What 
a  f o u l  shame w ere i t  f o r  any now t o  ta k e  upon them th e  
name and o f f i c e  o f  God, and i n  t h e i r  d o in g s  to  show them­
s e lv e s  d e v ils ? 2 5 3
The Tudor im p e r ia l  theme had  c e r t a i n  p o in ts  i n  common w ith  
th e  S tu a r t  d o c t r in e  o f  th e  d iv in e  r i g h t  o f  k in g s .  The Tudor id e a s  
o f  p a s s iv e  o b ed ien ce  and p a t i e n t  s u f f e r i n g  u n d e r poor r u l e r s  w ere 
o f te n  su p p o rte d  w ith  th e  a rgum ents t h a t  e v i l  o r  in e p t  r u l e r s  came 
a s  d iv in e  pun ishm en t to  re a lm s  t h a t  l o s t  t h e i r  v i t u e ,  o r  t h a t  o n ly  
decay  in  g o v ern m en ta l form s c o u ld  b e  e x p e c te d  to  accompany c i v i l  
r e v o l t .
The im p e r ia l  theme and th e  l a t e r  id e a  o f  th e  d iv in e  r i g h t s  
o f  r u l e r s  c o u ld  b o th  s e r v e  t o  j u s t i f y  an in c r e a s in g  sco p e  f o r  r o y a l  
p r e r o g a t iv e ,  and c o u ld  b e  b ro u g h t t o  s e r v e  even  th e  c a l l  f o r  expan­
s io n  o f  t e r r i t o r i a l  and c o lo n ia l  i n t e r e s t s .  Under th e  Tudor c o n c e p t, 
how ever, th e  d u t i e s  and o b l ig a t io n s  o f  th e  tem p o ra l a u t h o r i t i e s  w ere
253WiH ia m  B aldw in , The M irro r  F o r M a g is t r a te s ,  L i ly  B. 
C am pbell, e d . (C am bridge, Cam bridge U n iv e r s i ty  P r e s s ,  1 9 3 8 ), p .  65.
^ -^ S e e , f o r  exam ple , B econ, p p . 3 0 2 -3 0 3 ; and S m ith , De 
R ep u b lic a  Anglorum , p . 13 .
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s t r e s s e d  more h e a v i ly ,  In c lu d in g  th e  d u ty  o f  p ro v id in g  s p i r i t u a l  
a u th o r i ty  and exam ple to  th e  re a lm . And, In  th e o ry  and In  p r a c t i c e ,  
th e  Tudors succeed ed  In  le a v in g  th e  judgm ent o f  t h e i r  m onarchs to  
th e  h ig h e s t  l i n k  in  th e  G rea t C hain .
The Tudor Economy o f D e lig h t
In  1958, P r o fe s s o r  John  U. Nef p re s e n te d  b r i e f l y  th e  Id e a  o f 
th e  "economy o f d e l i g h t , "  w hich  d ev e lo p ed  o u t o f  w hat Nef d e s c r ib e d  
as a  b ro a d e r  " r e n a is s a n c e  c u l t  o f  d e l i g h t . " 2^5 Commenting on th e  
I t a l i a n  v e r s io n  o f  th e  c u l t  o f  d e l i g h t ,  Nef n o te d  t h a t  in  th e  l a t e  
f i f t e e n t h  and e a r ly  s ix t e e n t h  c e n t u r i e s ,  " th e  s e a rc h  f o r  b e a u ty  had 
become a lm o s t th e  p r i n c i p l e  o f  e x i s t e n c e . " 2- ^  Nef a l s o  p o in te d  o u t 
t h a t ,  " .  . . i n  many m inds a  m o ra l l i f e  and a  l i f e  d ev o ted  to  a r t  
a lm o s t e x c lu d e  each  o t h e r , "  and Im p lie d  i n  d is c u s s in g  M a c h la v e l l i ' s 
p la y  M andragola t h a t  th e  I t a l i a n  a r t  and l i t e r a t u r e  o f  t h i s  p e r io d  
was in  f a c t  " la c k in g  i n  th e  f i n e r  sh ad e s  o f  e t h i c s . T h i s  " e t h i c a l  
n e u t r a l i t y , "  a c c o rd in g  to  N ef,
. . . had been  c h a r a c t e r l s i t c  o f  an  age  in  w hich  man, 
e s p e c i a l l y  i n  I t a l y ,  made a  c u l t  o f  b e a u ty , to  w hich 
no doub t a c t u a l  sen su o u s  e x p e r ie n c e  c o n t r ib u te d  s t r o n g ly .
The R en a issan ce  c u lm in a te d  i n  a  sweep o f  s y p h i l i s  and 
P r o te s ta n t i s m  o v e r  E u ro p e, and  b o th  w ere e v id en c e  o f
2-*^John U. N ef, C u l tu r a l  F o u n d a tio n s  o f  I n d u s t r i a l  C i v i l i z a ­
t i o n , (Cam bridge U n iv e r s i ty  P r e s s , 1 9 5 8 ), p p . 107-109 , 128-139 .
2 5 6 I b l d . , p . 107.
257I b i d . , pp. 107 and 109.
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d e p ra v i ty  to  th e  In c r e a s in g ly  dogm atic Roman C a th o l ic s .
T here was a  d i s p o s i t i o n ,  in  consequence , 
to  t r e a t  th e  im p u lses  w hich  had  n o u r ish e d  a r t ,  a long  
w ith  th e  lo o se n in g  o f  m o n astic  l i f e ,  a s  r e s p o n s ib le  
f o r  b o th  s y p h i l i s  and P o r te s ta n t i s m . D e lig h t in  b e au ty  
and in  a l l  th e  jo y s  to  w hich  e a r th ly  l i f e  In tro d u c e s  us 
th ro u g h  o u r s e n s e s ,  came to  be  re g a rd e d  a s  v ic io u s  in
i t s e l f .258
A f te r  th e  R efo rm ation  and th e  C o u n te r-R efo rm a tio n , w hich " in
some ways a tte m p te d  to  ou tdo  th e  P r o te s t a n t s  i n  e t h i c a l  d i s c i p l i n e , "259
th e r e  was a  " f r e s h  c o n te n t  g iv e n  to  l i t e r a t u r e  and p a in t in g ,  by th e
f r e s h  em phasis l a i d  on p e r f e c t io n  o f  fo rm , on e le g a n c e , o rd e r ,
260m o d era tio n  and c l a r i t y .  . . . T ha t i s ,  th e  e t h i c a l  aim  o f  a r t
and l i t e r a t u r e  was w id e ly  r e i n s t a t e d .  Nef w ro te  t h a t ,  " V ir tu e  and
a r t  w ere jo in e d  i n  a  f r e s h  w ay ,"  i n  "a  more s e c u la r ,  a  more e a r th ly
96 1u n io n "  th a n  had p r e v a i le d  in  Europe betw een th e  e le v e n th  and 
f o u r te e n th  c e n tu r i e s ,  b u t in  a  g e n e r a l ly  m o r a l i s t i c  way n e v e r th e le s s .
In  d 'U f r e 's  L 1A s tre e , f o r  exam ple, w hich Nef com pares to  
S p e n s e r 's  S h e p h e rd 's  C alen d ar and S y d n ey 's  A rc a d ia , a  c h a r a c te r  s t a t e s  
t h a t  women " g iv e  b i r t h  to  th e  f i n e s t  th o u g h ts  o f  m en," and t h a t  "God
262h as  p la c e d  them on e a r th  to  draw us  tow ard  . . . e t e r n a l  h a p p in e s s ."
Nef co n c lu d es  from  t h i s  t h a t
2 5 8 I b i d . , p . 1 1 1 .
2 5 9 I b id .
2 6 0 I b i d . ,  p p . 1 1 1 - 1 1 2 .
2 6 1 I b i d . ,  p . 117.
262Quoted by N ef, I b i d . ,  p . 115.
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. . . th e  g i f t  o f  th e  body become* a  sym bol and an e x p re s ­
s io n  o f th e  p r i o r  g i f t  o f  th e  s o u l .  Through th e  s o u l ,  
th e  t o t a l  lo v e  t h a t  th e  human b e in g  i n s t i n c t i v e l y  f e e l s  
f o r  th e  s e l f  i s  ennob led  by  b e in g  f e l t  f o r  a n o th e r ,  even 
by b e in g  t r a n s f e r r e d  to  t h a t  o t h e r . 263
In  th e  l a t e r  p a r t  o f  th e  s ix t e e n th  c e n tu ry ,  Nef c la im e d , th e
im petus o f  t h i s  r e - m o r a l iz a t io n  o f  a r t  was s t r o n g ly  su p p o rte d  by th e
r i s e  o f  th e  a r i s to c r a c y .  Nef s t a t e d  t h a t ,  "hand in  hand w ith  th e
grow ing a u th o r i ty  o f  th e  a r i s to c r a c y  w ent th e  new d i s p o s i t i o n  to  g iv e
an e t h i c a l  c o n te n t  to  a r t ,  and to  w ork o u t fo rm a l r u l e s  f o r  th e
266ach ievem ent o f  b e a u ty  i n  a l l  th e  a r t s . "
The R en a issan ce  i n  N o rth e rn  E urope, coming a f t e r  th e  f i r s t  
e f f e c t s  o f  th e  R efo rm atio n  had sp re a d  th ro u g h o u t E u ro p e, worked o u t 
th e  new id e a s  on a r t ,  a r c h i t e c t u r e ,  and more b ro a d ly  on p ro d u c tio n  and 
consum ption , w i th in  th e  o rth o d o x  (w hether C a th o lic  o r  P r o t e s t a n t )  
l i m i t s  o f  C h r i s t i a n  s o c i e ty .  The p r a c t i c a l  e f f e c t s  o f  t h i s  new 
em phasis on a r t  form s t h a t  w ere n o t e t h i c a l l y  n e u t r a l  a r e  g e n e r a l ly  
u n d e re s tim a te d . On th e  c o n t in e n t ,  th e s e  f a c to r s  came to  form  an 
im p o r ta n t b a se  f o r  i n d u s t r i a l  o r g a n iz a t io n .  Nef w ro te  t h a t
Much o f  Europe tu rn e d  i n  th e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  a  ren ew a l 
and an  e x te n s io n  o f  an  economy w hich  so u g h t to  su p p ly , 
f i r s t  and fo re m o s t, th e  re q u ire m e n ts  o f  d e l i g h t .  In  
F ran c e  and F la n d e r s ,  p a r t l y  u n d e r I t a l i a n  i n s p i r a t i o n ,  
and to  a  l a r g e  e x te n t  a l s o  i n  H o lla n d , i t  was th e  in d u s ­
t r i e s  w hich  aim ed a t  b e a u ty  and p ro v id e d  th e  o rnam ents 
f o r  e le g a n t  and p o l i t e  l i v i n g  w hich  came in to  t h e i r  own 
betw een th e  f i f t e e n - e i g h t i e s  and th e  s i x t e e n - f o r t i e s .
263 i b i d .
2 6 4 I b i d . ,  p .  129.
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The p rim ary  o b je c t iv e s  o f  th e  i n d u s t r i a l  economy o f  th e  
e a r ly  s e v e n te e n th  c e n tu ry  w ere to  g iv e  a  new form  and 
p e r f e c t io n  to  b u i ld in g s ,  to  f u r n i t u r e ,  to  m u s ic a l i n s t r u ­
m en ts , to  c lo th in g  and b ed d in g , to  c a r r ia g e s  and b o a ts ,  
and to  d e c o ra t io n s  o f  e v e ry  k in d , to  make th e s e  o b j e c t s ,  
by means o f a e s t h e t i c  in v e n t io n s ,  more commodious, more 
c o m fo r ta b le , more p e r f e c t  f o r  th e  p u rp o se  f o r  w hich th ey  
w ere in te n d e d , and to  In c re a s e  th e  number o f  such  commo­
d i t i e s  i n  as  f a r  a s  t h i s  was c o n s i s t e n t  w ith  th e  m ain tenance  
and th e  Improvement o f  t h e i r  q u a l i t y .  A new e la n  was 
g iv e n  to  q u a l i t a t i v e  p r o g r e s s ,  w hich was d e s t in e d  to  
c o n tin u e  in to  th e  e ig h te e n th  c e n tu r y .265
H ere to o  th e  R en a issan ce  c o n c e p tio n  o f  th e  G rea t C hain  of 
Being i s  c l e a r l y  im p o r ta n t ,  p ro v id in g  a  g e n e r a l  fram ew ork o f  su p p o r t 
f o r  th e  id e a  o f  ta k in g  a p p r o p r ia te  d e l ig h t  from  th e  p ro d u c tio n  and 
consum ption  o f tem p o ra l goods and s e r v i c e s . 2 ® 6  But th e r e  a r e  s e v e r a l  
problem s w hich  m ust be met b e fo re  a p p ly in g  N e f 's  id e a  o f an  economy 
o f d e l ig h t  to  th e  Tudor p e r io d .
Nef h im s e lf  was u s in g  th e  id e a  o f  th e  economy o f d e l ig h t  to  
d i f f e r e n t i a t e  C o n tin e n ta l  p a t t e r n s  o f  econom ic h i s to r y  and d ev e lo p ­
m ent from  th e  E n g lis h , Sw edish an d , i n  a  more l im i te d  way, th e  Dutch 
e x p e r ie n c e  i n  th e  p e r io d  from  1540 to  1640:
The move in  G rea t B r i t a i n ,  i n  Sweden, and to  some 
e x te n t  i n  th e  s h ip p in g  and s h ip b u i ld in g  I n d u s t r i e s  o f 
H o lla n d , tow ards i n d u s t r i a l  p ro d u c tio n  m a in ly , i f  n o t 
e x c lu s iv e ly ,  f o r  th e  sa k e  o f  a f lo o d  o f c h ea p e r w a re s , 
was th e  e x c e p t io n ,  n o t  th e  r u l e .  The i n d u s t r i a l  r e v o lu t io n
2 6 5 I b i d . ,  p p . 129-130 .
2 *>f>See, f o r  exam ple, John  B uxton, E l iz a b e th a n  T a s te  (London: 
M acm illan  and C o ., 1 9 6 3 ), p .  78.
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o f e a r ly  modern tim es was an e x p e r le in c e  l im i te d  la r g e ly  
to  th e  n o r th  o f  Europe and e s p e c i a l l y  to  G rea t B r i t a i n . 267
In  s e v e r a l  p u b l ic a t io n s  Nef r e p e a te d ly  made th e  p o in t  t h a t
new p ro d u c tio n  in  England d u r in g  t h i s  g e n e r a l  p e r io d  ten d ed  to
em phasize  l a r g e - s c a l e  o p e ra t io n s  t h a t  p ro v id e d  cheap p ro d u c ts  f o r  
2 fiftmass consum ption . 0 0  He a ls o  p o in te d  o u t t h a t  E n g lish  ta x a t io n
269p o l i c i e s  w e re , as  S i r  Thomas Sm ith had c la im e d , 7  l e s s  burdensom e 
on th e  commoners th a n  su ch  F rench  ta x e s  a s  th e  t a i l l e  and th e  
g a b e l l e . 270 T h is  h e lp e d  to  m a in ta in  th e  demand f o r  th e  p l a i n ,  cheap , 
u t i l i t a r i a n  i te m s , w hich w ere s c a r c e ly  in f lu e n c e d  by any c o n ce p t o f  
an economy o f d e l i g h t .
But Nef d id  re c o g n iz e  t h a t  th e  in f lu e n c e s  o f  th e  economy o f 
d e l ig h t  e x te n d e d , i n  l im i te d  w ays, to  E n g lish  econom ic h i s t o r y  o f  th e  
Tudor and e a r ly  S tu a r t  p e r io d s .  He w ro te  t h a t ,  "T here  was a  demand 
f o r  e le g a n t  w ares in  G rea t B r i t a i n  w hich was s a t i s f i e d  m ain ly  by
971im p o r ts , b u t w hich c o n tr ib u te d  to  th e  fo rm a tio n  o f  E n g lish  t a s t e . "  
267jje f  s C u l tu r a l  F o u n d a tio n s  o f  I n d u s t r i a l  C i v i l i z a t i o n ,
p . 131.
268gee  John U. N ef, " P r ic e s  and I n d u s t r i a l  C a p ita lism  in  
F ran ce  and E n g land , 1 5 4 0 -1 6 4 0 ,"  Economic H is to ry  Review (1 9 3 7 ), p .
184; and h i s  "The P ro g re s s  o f  Technology and th e  Growth o f  L a rg e - 
s c a le  In d u s try  in  G rea t B r i t a i n ,  1 5 4 0 -1 6 4 0 ,"  Economic H is to ry  Review , 
(1 9 3 4 ), p p . 5 -6 .
269See p.  3 8 , a t  n .  72 above.
2 7 0 joiin u .  N e f, In d u s t r y  and Government in  F ran ce  and E n g land , 
1540-1640 , ( I t h i c a ,  New Y ork: C o rn e ll  U n iv e r s i ty  P r e s s ,  1 9 6 4 ), p p . 60, 
6 5 -6 6 , 7 2 -8 3 , 122-132 , 141 -144 , and 155-157 .
271jje f , C u l tu r a l  F o u n d a tio n s  o f  I n d u s t r i a l  C i v i l i z a t i o n ,
p . 131.
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Nef a ls o  Im p lied  t h a t  th e  " a d m ira tio n  o f  th e  in h a b i ta n t s  o f  th e  
B r i t i s h  I s l e s  f o r  th e  charm s o f  f i n e  l i v i n g ,  and f o r  th e  i n d u s t r i a l  
o rg a n iz a t io n  th a t  goes w i th  th em ,"  was a s  s t r o n g  a t  th e  end of 
E l i z a b e th 's  r e ig n  as  i t  was i n  th e  R e s to r a t io n ,  when th e  E n g lish  "may 
a lm o st be s a id  to  have become m ore i n t e r e s t e d  i n  im prov ing  th e  q u a l i ty
o f n a t iv e  m an u fac tu red  gooda th a n  th e y  w ere  in  c o n s t r u c t in g  steam
272e n g in e s ,"  and when " l i v in g  had i n  f a c t  become more ch a rm in g ."
The Tudor id e a s  o f  s p le n d o r ,  d e l i g h t ,  and co m fo rt have  been  
n o t ic e d  by o th e r  econom ic h i s t o r i a n s ,  and by  w r i t e r s  in  o th e r  
d i s c i p l i n e s .  Aymer V a lla n e , f o r  exam ple, n o te d  t h a t  Tudor and S tu a r t  
"d o m estic  a r t "  w ere  d ev e lo p ed  a round  a  new p r i n c i p l e  o f  " p e r so n a l 
c o m fo r t" :
I t  was an  e v e n t f u l  p e r io d ,  d u r in g  w hich  o ld e n  custom s 
and o ld e n  s ta n d a rd s  w ere  g ra d u a l ly  y ie ld in g  to  f r e s h  id e a s  
o f e x p a n s io n ; an d , i n  f i n e ,  t h a t  s e n s e  o f  p e r s o n a l  com fort 
i n  h i s  s u rro u n d in g s  was dev e lo p ed  and em bodied i n t o  w hat 
th e  E nglishm an u n d e rs ta n d s  by th e  word 'h o m e .' I t  can 
s c a r c e ly  be  s a id  t h a t ,  p r e v io u s ly  to  th e  end o f  th e  
f i f t e e n t h  c e n tu r y ,  o r  even  l a t e r  p e rh a p s , c o m fo rt, i n  
th e  modern s e n s e ,  e x is te d  a t  a l l . 273
S i r  Henry W otton , a  " n o ta b le  am ateu r"  a r c h i t e c t  who t r a v e l l e d  
to  I t a l y  in  1591 and was re g a rd e d  th e re  as  a  P r o t e s t a n t  spy fo r
2 7 2 I b i d . ,  p p . 134-135 .
273Aymer V a lla n c e , A rt i n  England D uring  th e  E l iz a b e th a n  and 
S tu a r t  P e r io d s , (London: The S tu d io ,  1 9 0 8 ), p . 3 . C f. N e f, C u l tu r a l  
F o u n d a tio n s  o f  I n d u s t r i a l  C i v i l i z a t i o n ,  p .  129; and B u x to n 's  E l iz a ­
b e th a n  T a s te , p .  4 1 . Buxton s a y s ,  "The E l iz a b e th a n s  b u i l t  h o u se s , 
n o t  c a s t l e s  o r  c h u rc h e s :  t h e i r  a r c h i t e c t u r e  was c i v i l i z e d  and
s e c u l a r . "
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E l iz a b e th ,  l a i d  down th r e e  c o n d it io n s  o f  " w e ll  b u i ld in g "  in  h i s  
te x tb o o k  on c l a s s i c a l  b u l ld ln g — Commodlty, F irm ness and D e l ig h t . 2 7  ̂  
Hans H o lb e in 's  im p o r ta n t " a n t i - I t a l i a n "  in f lu e n c e  on 
l a t e r  g e n e r a t io n s  o f Tudor a r t i s t s  em anated , a c c o rd in g  to  James L ees- 
M iln e , "from  h i s  co p io u s  d e s ig n s  o f  e v e ry  s p e c ie s  o f  d e c o r a t iv e  
w ork , te m p le s , c h im n e y p le c e s , je w e lr y ,  w a tc h e s , w eapons, v a s e s ,  c u p s , 
s a l t - c e l l a r s ,  g i r d l e s ,  s h o e - c la p s ,  b u t to n s  and h o o k s. . . ."275
The p a g e a n ts  and p ro c e s s io n s  t h a t  p la y ed  some p a r t  i n  th e  
developm ent o f  th e  Tudor im p e r ia l  them e w ere  a l s o  im p o r ta n t in  term s 
o f  t h e i r  s im p le  d i s p la y  v a lu e ,  p ro v id in g  a  show o f  m a te r i a l  s p le n d o r  
to  many who would o th e rw is e  have  had  v e ry  l i t t l e  o p p o r tu n i ty  to  
p a r t i c i p a t e  in  any s e n s e  o f  m a te r i a l  w e a l th .  W illiam  H e rb e r t  n o ted  
th a t
The r e ig n  o f  E l iz a b e th  was th e  age  o f  show. A ccounts 
o f  l e v i e s  on th e  [ tw e lv e  g r e a t  l i v e r y ]  com panies f o r  
p a g e a n ts ,  Maygames, m asques, and mummeries, occupy a  
l a r g e  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e i r  books th ro u g h o u t th e  w hole o f  I t .
274see Jam es L ees-M lln e , Tudor R e n a is s a n c e , (London: B. T. 
B a ts fo rd  L t d . ,  1 9 5 1 ), p p . 7 6 , 9 9 . W o tto n 's  te x tb o o k , E lem ents o f 
A r c h i t e c tu r e ,  was p u b lis h e d  i n  1624. W otton was th r e e  tim e s  th e  
E n g lish  Am bassador to  V e n ic e , and a  f r i e n d  o f  F ra n c is  Bacon. He 
may have b een  th e  m odel f o r  one o f  J o n s o n 's  u n sc ru p u lo u s  c h a r a c te r s  
in  V olpone .
2 7 5 I b l d . , p . 70 .
27% i l l i a m  H e r b e r t ,  The H is to ry  o f  th e  Twelve G re a t L iv e ry  
Companies o f  London, (New Y ork : A ugustus K e l le y ,  1 9 6 8 ), I . ,  p .  127.
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The com panys1 own p a g e a n ts  a l s o  began  "Im proving  in  
s p le n d o r " 2 7 7  around  th e  b e g in n in g  o f  E l i z a b e th 's  r e ig n .  The sp o k es­
men f o r  th e  com panies w ere p e r f e c t l y  aw are t h a t  th e s e  p a g e a n ts  and 
p ro c e s s io n s  se rv ed  a  c iv i c  p u rp o se , and i n  h i s  d e fe n se  o f  th e  M erchant 
A d v e n tu re rs , John  W heeler p o in te d ly  rem inded R o b ert C e c i l  and h i s  
o th e r  r e a d e r s  o f  th e  s e r v ic e s  h i s  company had p ro v id e d  i n  th e s e  
m a t te r s .  In  one c o lo r f u l  p a ssa g e  W heeler w ro te  t h a t
. . .  a t  th e  change o f P r in c e s  and r e c e iv in g  i n  o f new, 
a t  triu m p h s  f o r  v i c t o r i e s  and c o ro n a t io n s ,  th e  s a id  Company 
have n o t f o r g o t  th e  honour o f  t h e i r  P r in c e  and C o u n try , b u t 
have sp e n t and l a i d  o u t g r e a t  sums o f  money t h i s  way, so  
t h a t  a t  some one P r i n c e 's  r e c e iv in g  i n ,  th e y  h ave  consumed 
above two th o u san d  F ren ch  crow ns i n  shows o r  tr iu m p h a l 
a r c h e s ,  and nam ely o f  th e  l a t e  King P h i l ip  o f  S p a in , a t  
h i s  e n t ry  in to  th e  C ity  o f  Antwerp in  S ep tem ber, 1 5 4 9 .. . . 
M aster John S tu rg e o n , a t  t h a t  tim e  G overnor o f  th e  Company, 
was a t  th e  r e c e iv in g  i n  o f  th e  s a id  P r in c e ,  accom panied 
w ith  t h i r t y  M erchants o f  th e  Company on h o rse b a c k , a l l  In  
a  l i v e r y  o f p u rp le  v e lv e t  i n  g r a in  c o a t s ,  and paned h o rs e  
em bro idered  f u l l  o f s i l v e r  w aves l i k e  waves o f  th e  s e a :  
t h e i r  d o u b le ts  and d raw ing  o u t o f  t h e i r  h o se  p u rp le  s a t i n ,  
t h e i r  h a t s  o f  p u rp le  v e lv e t  w ith  g o ld  b a n d s , f a i r  b ro o c h e s , 
and w h ite  f e a t h e r s :  and each  o f  them  a c h a in  o f g o ld  ab o u t 
h i s  n eck  o f  g r e a t  v a lu e :  b u s k in s  o f  p u rp le  v e l v e t ,  t h e i r  
r a p i e r s ,  d a g g e rs ,  s p u r s ,  s t i r r u p s ,  and b r i d l e s  a l l  g i l t :  
th e  f u r n i t u r e  o f  t h e i r  h o r s e s  was o f  p u rp le  v e l v e t ,  s a d d le s  
and t r a p p in g s ,  e t c . ,  em b ro id e red  w ith  g o ld  and g re e n  s i l k ,  
and w h ite  and g re e n  f e a t h e r s  on t h e i r  h o rs e h e a d s . They 
w ere a t te n d e d  w ith  t h r e e  s c o r e  la c k e y s ,  a p p a re le d  in  w h ite  
v e lv e t  j e r k i n s  c u t ,  em b ro id ered  w i th  s i l v e r  t w i s t ,  g reen  
s a t i n  d o u b le ts , w ith  h o se  and b u s k in s  o f  th e  sam e, p u rp le  
v e lv e t  caps and g re e n  f e a t h e r s .  B ehind them ro d e  th e  
a b o v esa id  G overnor upon a  w h ile  E n g lish  g e ld in g ,  i n  a  lo n g  
p u rp le  v e lv e t  gown, l in e d  w ith  p u rp le  s a t i n :  a  b la c k  v e lv e t  
c o a t  and cap w ith  a f a i r  b ro o c h  t h e r e i n ,  and a  c h a in  o f  
g o ld  ab o u t h i s  n eck : h i s  d o u b le t  and h o se  w ith  th e  t r a p ­
p in g s  o f  h i s  h o rs e  w ere  a s  th e  o th e r s  o f  h i s  Company
277I b id . , I . ,  pp. 194-195 .
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w ore. He was a t te n d e d  on by s i x  la c k e y s  on f o o t ,  
and th r e e  pages on h o rse b a c k  a p p a re le d  a s  a f o r e s a id .
In  w hich t h e i r  d o in g  th e y  showed th em se lv es  f o r  th e  honour o f 
t h e i r  P r in c e  and C ountry  n o th in g  i n f e r i o r  to  th e  m erch an ts  
o f  o th e r  n a t io n s ,  nam ely th e  Germ ans, E a s t e r l i n g s ,  I t a l i a n s ,  
S p a n ia rd s  and P o r tu g a l s ,  and su rm o u n tin g  some o f them in  
c o s t ly  a p p a r e l ,  f u r n i t u r e  o f  th e m se lv e s  and t h e i r  h o r s e s ,  
and i n  o th e r  p r e p a r a t io n  to  e n t e r t a i n  th e  s a id  P r in c e ,  
w hereby th ey  won g r e a t  honour and com m endation to  them­
s e lv e s  and th e  w hole E n g l is h  name.278
The E n g lish  M erchant A d v en tu re rs  o f  1549 c l e a r l y  knew some­
th in g  a b o u t th e  economy o f  d e l i g h t ,  a s  d id  W heeler, who was r e c a l l i n g  
t h i s  p a g ea n t and o th e r s  in  1601.
Nef was c o n s c io u s ly  l im i t i n g  h i s  d is c u s s io n  o f  th e  economy 
o f  d e l ig h t  to  th e  f i e l d  o f  econom ic h i s t o r y ,  though  w ith  Nef economic 
h i s t o r y  was alw ays (p ro p e r ly  enough g iv e n  th e  p e r io d  u n d e r c o n s id ­
e r a t io n )  v e ry  b ro a d ly  d e f in e d .  I n  t h i s  f i e l d ,  and w i th in  th e  l im i t s  
o f  th e  p e r io d  from  1540-1640 , Nef i s  u n d o u b ted ly  c o r r e c t  to  u se  th e  
p h ra s e  economy o f  d e l ig h t  to  r e f e r  to  C o n tin e n ta l  d ev e lo p m en ts , and 
to  e x c lu d e  o r  d i f f e r e n t i a t e  th e  E n g lish  p a t t e r n  o f  d ev e lo p m en t. I f  
we d ro p  th e  tim e  l i m i t s  ad o p ted  by  N ef, how ever, and com pare E n g lish  
econom ic h i s t o r y  from  1540-1640 to  a l l  o th e r  p e r io d s  o f  W estern  eco ­
nomic h i s t o r y ,  i t  i s  c l e a r  t h a t  th e  d e s c r ip t i o n  o f  th e  economy of 
d e l ig h t  can  be  c o r r e c t l y  u sed  to  d e s c r ib e  developm ents i n  England 
and on th e  C o n tin e n t a l i k e  in  t h i s  p e r io d ,  and d i s t i n g u i s h  them from
278john Weeler, A Treatise o f  Commerce, George Burton Hotch­
kiss, e d . ,  (New York: New York University Press, 1 9 3 1 ), p p . 438-439 .
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such  o th e r  p e r io d s  o r  p h ases  In  econom ic h i s t o r y  a s  In d u s­
t r i a l i z a t i o n  and fe u d a l  s o c ie ty .
In  t h i s  b ro a d e r  s e n s e , w hat r e a l l y  c o m p lic a te s  th e  Id e a
o f a  Tudor economy o f  d e l ig h t  l a  n o t th e  econom ic h i s t o r y  o f  th e
p e r io d ,  b u t  th e  Tudor v e r s io n  o f th e  lo n g -s ta n d in g  t r a d i t i o n  in
E n g lish  econom ic th o u g h t to  d e c ry  lu x u ry  goods and s e r v ic e s  and
e x to l  th e  v i r t u e s  o f  s i m p l i c i t y ,  p r o d u c t iv i ty ,  and p r a c t i c a l i t y .
The E n g lish  w r i t e r s ' c o m p la in ts  a b o u t lu x u ry  d a te  back, a t  l e a s t
279to  The L ib e l ie  o f  E n g lish  P o l ic y e ,  b u t  th e  Tudor w r i t e r s  to o k  
a  b a c k s e a t to  no o th e r  g e n e r a t io n  in  t h e i r  condem nation  o f su ch  
" u n p ro d u c tiv e "  p ro d u c ts .
S ta rk e y  com plained th a t  E n g lish  m erch an ts  im ported  " v a in  
t r i f l e s  and c o n c e i t s ,  o n ly  f o r  th e  f o o l i s h  p a s tim e  and p le a s u r e  o f  
m an," and even  w orse  t h a t  many w ere alw ays "o ccu p ied  i n  c u r io u s  
d e v is e  o f  n ew -fan g led  th in g s  co n ce rn in g  th e  v a in  p le a s u re  o n ly  of 
th e  b o d y . " 2 8 0
S i r  Thomas S m ith , i n  A D isc o u rse  o f  th e  Common W eal, was 
a  l i t t l e  more r e s t r a i n e d  th a n  S ta rk e y  on t h i s  m a t t e r ,  and o b je c te d  
more b e ca u se  th e  " t r i f l e s "  o f  lu x u ry  w ere im p o rted  th a n  b ecau se  th e y  
w ere u se d . He w ould have  p r e f e r r e d ,  i f  su ch  goods had  to  b e  u s e d , 
t h a t  th e y  had been  made i n  E ng land . But s t i l l ,  Sm ith saw a
279gee H eck sch e r, M e rc a n til is m , I I . ,  p . 108.
2 8 0 S ta rk e y , p . 80.
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q u a l i t a t i v e  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  th e  u s e f u ln e s s  o f  th e  goods t h a t  England
e x p o r te d —w ool, t i n ,  s a l t ,  sp o o n s , d is h e s  and l i n e n — and th o s e  sh e
im p o rted — lo o k in g  g l a s s e s ,  d r in k in g  g l a s s e s ,  g la s s  w indow s, d i a l s ,
t a b l e s ,  c a r d s ,  b a l l s ,  p u p p e ts , p e n h o rn s , in k h o rn s , to o th p ic k s ,
g lo v e s , k n iv e s ,  d a g g e rs , owches ( c l a s p s ) ,  b ro o c h e s , a g l e t s  (o rn am en ta l
ta g s  o r  p e n d a n ts ) ,  s i l k  and s i l v e r  b u t to n s ,  e a r th e n  p o t s ,  p in s ,
p o in t s ,  haw ks' b e l l s ,  p a p e r ,  o ra n g e s , p ip p in s ,  c h e r r i e s ,  te n n is  b a l l s ,
g i r d l e s ,  and p e t t i c o a t s . 281
G erard  de M alynes gave th e  id e a  o f  im p o rtin g  " t r i f l e s "  a
u n iq u e  t w i s t ,  by com paring th e  E n g lish  to  th e  sav ag es  o f  th e  West
I n d ie s  who gave t h e i r  p re c io u s  m e ta ls  f o r  "b e a d s , b e l l s ,  k n iv e s ,
282lo o k in g - g la s s e s ,  and su ch  to y s  and t r i f l e s . "  He c la im ed  th a t
. . .  we o u rs e lv e s  a r e  g u i l t y  o f  th e  l i k e  s im p l i c i ty  
. . . g iv in g  o u r good co m m o d itie s , o r  th e  t r e a s u r e  
w hich  c h i e f ly  from  th e  W est I n d ie s  i s  re c e iv e d  f o r  
o u r . . . co m m odities , u n to  them  o f  th e  E a s t I n d ie s ,  
and p ay in g  te n  o r  tw e lv e  f o r  t h a t  w hich h e r e to f o r e  
d id  n o t c o s t  in  th e  s a id  I n d ie s  above o n e . . . .283
John  M arston  w as, t y p i c a l l y ,  m ost u p s e t  by th e  r i s e  o f 
lu x u ry . I n  h i s  "C ynicke S a ty r e ,"  M arston  b ro u g h t to  th e  p rob lem  
h i s  f u l l  f o r c e  o f  m o ra l in d ig n a t io n  and lo oked  f o r ,  "A man, a  man,
281-Smith, A D isc o u rse  o f  th e  Common W eal, p p . 45 , 63 , 6 8 , 77 ,
122-123 .
282De M alynes, A T r e a t i s e  o f  th e  Canker o f  E nglands Common­
w e a l th ,  p .  6 6 . See p .  50 a t  n . 103 above.
283Ib id .
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a kingdome f o r  a m an ."28^ The C y n ic 's  com panion, L in c e u s , Chinks 
he s e e s  a  v e ry  good man, "A com pleat s o u le ,  o f a l l  p e r f e c t i o n . "285 
But th e  Cynic I s  n o t d e c e iv e d :
W hat, m e a n 's t  th o u  him  t h a t  w alks a l l  o p ^  b re a s te d ?
Drawne th ro u g h  th e  e a r e  w ith  R ib an d s, plumy c r e s te d ?
He t h a t  d o th  s n o r t  I n  f a t - f e d  lu x u ry ,
And gapes f o r  some g r in d in g  Monopoly?
He t h a t  i n  e f fe m in a te  in v e n t io n ,
In  b e a s t ly  s o u rc e  o f  a l l  p o l l u t i o n ,
In  r y o t ,  l u s t ,  and f le s h y  seem ing s w e e tn e ss ,
S le e p es  sound s e c u r e ,  under th e  sh ad e  o f  g re a tn e s s ?
M ea n 's t th o u  t h a t  s e n c e le s s e ,  s e n s u a l l  E p icu re?
T hat s in c k e  o f  f i l t h ,  t h a t  g u z z e l l  m ost im pure?
What he?  L in ceu s  on my word th u s  p resum e,
H e 's  nough t b u t  c l o t h e s ,  and s c e n t in g  sw eet perfum e 
H is v e ry  s o u le ,  a s s u r e  th e  L in ceu s 
I s  n o t  so  b ig  a s  i n  an  Atomus
Nay, he  i s  s p i g h t l e s s e ,  sen c e  o r  s o u le  h a th  none 
S in ce  l a s t  Medusa t u r n 'd  him  to  a  s t o n e .286
H e 's  n au g h t b u t  b u d g e , o ld  g a rd s ,  browne f o x e - f u r  f a c e  
He h a th  no s o u le ,  th e  w hich  th e  S t a g e r i t e  
Term 'd r a t i o n a l l ,  f o r  b e a s t l y  a p p e t i t e ,
Base d u n g h i l l  th o u g h ts ,  and s e n s u a l  a c t io n  
H ath made him  lo o s e  t h a t  f a i r e  c r e a t i o n . 287
And women f a r e  no b e t t e r .  When L in ceu s  th in k s  he  s e e s  a 
" c e l e s t i a l l  A n g e ll ,  f a i r e  re f in c le ^ "  th e  Cynic in s te a d  s e e s
2 8 ^M arston , The S courge o f V i l l a n i e , p . 65 . The a l l u s i o n  i s ,  
o f  c o u rs e , to  S h a k e s p e a re 's  R ich ard  I I I .
2 8 5 I b i d . , p .  67 .
2 8 6 I b i d . , p p . 67 -6 8 .
287I b id . , p . 69 .
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The d e v i l l  as  so o n e . Her maske so  h in d e rs  me 
I  can n o t s e e  h e r  b e a u tie B  d e l t l e .
Now t h a t  I s  o f f ,  sh e e  I s  so  v lz a r d e d ,
So s te e p  'd  In  Lemons ju y c e , so  su rp h u le d  
I  c an n o t s e e  h e r  f a c e ,  u n d e r one hood 
Two f a c e s , b u t X n e v e r  u n d e rs to o d  
Or saw , one fa c e  u n d er two hoods t i l l  now 
T ls  th e  r i g h t  sem blance o f  o ld  Jan u s  brow .
Her m aske, h e r  v iz a r d ,  h e r  lo o s e -h a n g in g  gowne 
For h e r  lo o s e  ly in g  b o d y , h e r  b r i g h t  sp an g le d  crow n,
Her lo n g  s l i t  s l e e v e ,  s t i f f e  b u sk e , p u f f e  v e r d in g a l l
I s  a l l  t h a t  makes h e r  th u s  a n g e l i c a l l .
A la s , h e r  s o u le  s t r u t s  round  a b o u t h e r  n e ck ,
H er s e a te  o f  se n c e  i s  h e r  r e b a to  s e t ,
Her i n t e l l e c t u a l l  i s  a  f a ln e d  n ic e n e s s ,
N oth ing  b u t  c l o t h e s ,  and s im p e rin g  p r e c i s e n e s .
M arston  g iv e s  th e  C ynic one l a s t  r i a l ,  and he c a l l s ,
Out on th e s e  p u p e ts ,  p a in te d  Im ages 
H ab erd ash ers  s h o p s , t o r c h - l i g h t  m a s k e r ie s ,  b r ig h t  
P erfum ing  p a n s , Duch a n t i e n t s ,  glowe-wormes 
T h a t s o i l e  ou r s o u le s ,  and dampe o u r re a so n s  l i g h t . .  . .
T here  w ere fo u r  b a s ic  i s s u e s  a t  th e  c e n te r  o f  th e  Tudor 
co m p la in ts  a g a in s t  lu x u ry . F i r s t  was th e  presum ed fo reg o n e  oppor­
tu n i t y  f o r  d o m estic  employment when lu x u ry  ite m s  w ere im p o r te d , as
290p o in te d  o u t by S i r  Thomas S m ith . Second was th e  a d v e rse  e f f e c t s  
on b a la n c e  o f  paym ents a c c o u n ts  t h a t  De M alynes m en tio n ed . N e i th e r  
o f  th e s e  c o m p la in ts  a r e ,  p e r  s e ,  r e j e c t i o n s  o f  th e  id e a  o f an  economy 
o f d e l i g h t .
2®®I b i d . ,  p p . 7 4 -7 5 . H am let makes th e  same c o m p la in t i n  a  
sp ee c h  to  O p h e lia .
2 8 9 I b l d . ,  p .  75 .
2®®Smith, The D isc o u rse  o f  th e  Common W eal, p p . 63 -6 4 .
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The th i r d  i s s u e  in v o lv e s  th e  im p o r ta n t (though  la r g e ly  
291u n e x p l o r e d ) t r a d i t i o n  in  econom ic th o u g h t w hich  em phasized th e  
d e s i r a b i l i t y  and in h e re n t  u s e f u ln e s s  o f s im p le , p r a c t i c a l ,  and m ost 
im p o r ta n t ly ,  " p ro d u c tiv e "  p ro d u c ts .  U n t i l  a  c e n tu ry  o r so  ago , many 
econom ic w r i t e r s  s im p ly  c la im ed  th a t  some g o o d s, and some ty p e s  o f  
consum ption , w ere o b je c t iv e ly  m ore p ro d u c tiv e  th a n  o th e r s .  Regard­
l e s s  o f  w herever and w henever t h a t  t r a d i t i o n  b e g an , i t  was f u l l y  
developed  and a c c e p te d  by  th e  e a r l i e s t  Tudor w r i t e r s .  The t r a d i t i o n  
su rv iv e d  lo n g  a f t e r  th e  Tudor p e r io d ,  a t  l e a s t  down to  th e  m a rg in a l 
r e v o lu t io n .  I t  w as, fu r th e rm o re , n o t a  t r a d i t i o n  l im i te d  to  economic 
w r i t e r s  o f  any one n a t i o n a l i t y  o r  id e o lo g ic a l  p e r s u a s io n — th e  
P h y s io c ra ts  come to  mind a s  q u ic k ly  a s  any E n g lish  w r i t e r s  as p ro ­
p o n en ts  o f  t h i s  s e t  o f  id e a s .  I n  s h o r t ,  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  i s s u e  was 
h i s t o r i c a l l y  to o  en d u rin g  and to o  u n iv e r s a l  to  be u s e f u l  in  making 
m ean in g fu l p o in ts  c o n ce rn in g  th e  Tudor economy o f d e l i g h t .
The f i n a l  i s s u e  i n  th e  Tudor c o m p la in ts  on lu x u ry  i s  b o th  
Im p o rta n t and u s e f u l  i n  d i s t i n g u i s h in g  th e  p e c u l i a r i t i e s  o f  th e  
Tudor economy o f  d e l i g h t .  The Tudor w r i t e r s  w ere a c u te ly  aw are o f  
th e  problem s i n  th e  s o c i a l  o rd e r  t h a t  came a b o u t when in d iv id u a ls  
b e g in  to  o v e rre a c h  t h e i r  s o c i a l  s ta n d in g  an d , i n  p r a c t i c a l  te rm s , 
began  to  e a t ,  d r e s s  o r  spend  in a p p r o p r ia t e ly .  Such a c t i v i t y  was
2 9 1 see , how ever, Jo h n so n , p p . 279-297 . J o h n s o n 's  c h a p te r  on 
" Id le n e s s  and Luxury" exam ines th e  lo n g -s ta n d in g  t r a d i t i o n  i n  E n g lish  
econom ic th o u g h t w hich  "w ent b e y o n d ,"  b u t  d id  n o t  f a i l  to  make "an  
e t h i c a l  condem nation" o f  im m oderate lu x u ry  and id l e n e s s .
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see n  a s  p o t e n t i a l l y  ru in o u s  to  th e  i n d iv id u a l ,  a s  w e l l  a s  s o c i a l l y  
d i s r u p t iv e .  The c e n t r a l  id e a  h e re  was t h a t ,  w h ile  w e a lth  was 
d e s i r a b le  f o r  p e o p le  in  a l l  e s t a t e s  s in c e  w ea lth y  c i t i z e n s  made f o r  
a w e a lth y  and s t r o n g  k in g  and kingdom , a l l  in d iv id u a ls  w ere to  use 
t h e i r  w e a lth  in  ways a p p r o p r ia te  to  t h e i r  d e g re e . T h is  d id  n o t r e f u t e  
th e  id e a  o f  an economy o f  d e l i g h t ,  i t  m ere ly  shaped  and r e f in e d  i t ,  
in  th e  hope t h a t  m odera te  u se  o f  w e a lth  by a l l  men would le a d  to  
im proved o r d e r ,  s e c u r i t y  an d , u l t im a te ly ,  to  an even  w e a l th e i r  n a t io n .
The Tudor w r i t e r s  w ere v e ry  c o n s i s t e n t  in  t h e i r  a p p l i c a t io n
o f  t h i s  them e. Becon, a s  n o te d  e a r l i e r ,  th o u g h t i t  was "very  f i t t i n g
and p ra is e w o r th y  enough f o r  a l l  d e g re e s  o f  p e rso n s  to  w ear a p p a r e l
292a c c o rd in g  to  t h e i r  e s t a t e  and c a l l i n g .  . . . "  W ilson  acknow ledged 
t h a t  " th e  w orld  i s  made f o r  man . . .  to  th e  end t h a t  man may have 
a l l  p l e a s u r e ,"  so  lo n g  a s  man remembered t h a t  "man i s  made f o r  G od," 
and s t r o v e  to  prom ote r e l i g i o n  and " J u s t i c e  f o r  m an 's  b e n e f i t . "293 
S ta rk e y  saw th e  v i r t u e  o f  "com panionab le  l i f e , "  w ith  men ta k in g  "a  
c e r t a i n  tem perance  o f  th e  p le a s u r e s  o f  th e  b o d y ." ^ ^  H itch co ck  
ag reed  t h a t  God had s to r e d  " r i c h  and p le a s a n t  t r e a s u r e s  f o r  our 
b e n e f i t " ^ ’’ i n  t h i s  w o rld . S m ith 's  d e s c r ip t i o n  o f  th e  E n g lish
292Bec o n , The Jew e l o f  J o y , p . 440 . See p . 6 8  ab o v e , a t
n . 139.
^ % i l s o n ,  p .  175. See p .  60 , ab o v e , a t  n .  126.
^ ^ S t a r k e y ,  p . 35 . See p . 75 , above a t  n . 155.
^^Hitchcock, r e p r in t e d  i n  A rb e r, I I . ,  p . 60. See p . 56 
abo v e, a t  n .  119.
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g en tlem an , who fa c ed  g r e a t e r  ex p en ses  In  m ee tin g  "any show o r
m u s te r ,"  l iv e d  "w ith o u t m anual la b o r"  su rro u n d ed  by " i d l e  s e r v a n t s , "
and m a in ta in ed  a  " b o u n t i f u l l e r  l i b e r a l i t y , "  a l l  o f  w hich  "he  b e a r s
th e  g l a d l i e r  and d a re s  n o t  g a in sa y  f o r  to  sa v e  and keep h i s  honor 
296and r e p u t a t i o n ,"  i s  c e r t a i n l y  in  k eep in g  w ith  th e  a n t i - P u r i t a n i c a l  
n a tu r e  o f  an economy o f  d e l i g h t ,  w h ile  s t i l l  r e c o g n iz in g  th e  id e a  
o f  s o c i a l  o rd e r  and r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  The a u th o r  o f  C y v ile  and U ncyv ile  
L ife  p u t th in g s  v e ry  c o n c is e ly ,  w r i t i n g  t h a t ,  " th e  ends o f  m an 's 
d e l i g h t s  be  d iv e r s e ,  and f o r  th e  m ost p a r t  c o n t r a r y :  a lth o u g h  th e
end o f  e v e ry  m an 's  l i f e ,  i s  o n e . " ^ ^
The p le a s a n t  b e n e f i t s  a s  w e l l  a s  th e  u s e f u ln e s s  to  b e  d e r iv e d  
from  im p o rted  g o o d s, a lo n g  w ith  th e  id e a  t h a t  n a t io n s  r e c e iv e d  d i f ­
f e r e n t  g i f t s  from  God a t  th e  c r e a t io n  and so  w ere m eant to  t r a d e ,  
f r e q u e n t ly  le d  th e  Tudor w r i t e r s  to  make c l e a r  s ta te m e n ts  on th e  
p r o p r ie ty  o f  m o dera te  im p o r tin g — a  r a t h e r  " u n - m e r c a n t i l i s t "  a s p e c t  
o f  Tudor th o u g h t t h a t  i s  g e n e r a l ly  ig n o re d , e s p e c i a l l y  th e  d e fe n c e s  
o f  im p o r tin g  lu x u ry  i te m s . De M alynes a d v ise d  th e  P r in c e  and th e  
s u b je c t s  o f  th e  rea lm  to  make
. . . m o d era te  u se  o f  f o r e ig n  co m m o d ities , . , . b o th  f o r  
v i c t u a l s  and o th e r  w a re s ; w ith o u t s tu d y in g  how to  l i v e  
w ith o u t th e  t r a f f i c  and commerce w i th  o th e r  n a t io n s ;
296 S m ith , De R ep u b lic a  Anglorum , p p . 4 0 -4 1 . See p p . 62-63 
ab o v e , a t  n .  131.
C y v ile  and U n cy v ile  L i f e , p p . 6 -7 . See pp . 100-101 a t  
n . 2 0 2  abo v e.
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s e e in g  t h a t  God caused  N a tu re  to  besto w  and d i s t r i b u t e  
b e n e f i t s ,  o r  H is b le s s in g s  t o  s e v e r a l  C lim a te s , su p p ly in g  
th e  b a r re n n e s s  o f  some th in g s  In  one c o u n try  w ith  th e  
f r u i t f u l n e s s  and s t o r e  o f  o th e r  c o u n t r i e s ,  to  th e  end th a t  
in te rc h a n g a b ly  one common w eal sh o u ld  l i v e  w ith  a n o th e r .298
W ils o n 's  'P r e a c h e r ' a d m itte d  t h a t  " la w fu l t r a d in g  and adven­
tu r in g  to  b r in g  i n  ou r w ant and to  c a r r y  o u t ou r p le n ty  h a s  e v e r  been  
a llo w e d , and w ith o u t su ch  t r a f f i c  no c o u n try  no r kingdom can 
f l o u r i s h . " 2 9 9
S ta rk e y  was re a d y  to  im p o r t , " su ch  th in g s  a s  s h a l l  b e  f o r  th e
m ain ten an ce  o f h o n e s t p l e a s u r e ,"  b u t  l i k e  S m ith , w anted to  p r o h ib i t
im p o rts  t h a t  m ight be  made "by th e  a r t ,  l a b o r ,  and d i l ig e n c e  o f  our
own p e o p le ."300 jje  would  h av e  im p o rted  m odera te  am ounts o f  w ine and
s i l k ,  b u t p r im a r i ly  f o r  th e  n o b i l i t y  who c o u ld  a f f o r d  su ch  goods,
301and u se  them m o d e ra te ly . B o th  s p e a k e rs  in  S ta r k e y 's  d ia lo g u e
re c o g n iz e d  th a t  th e  f a u l t  o f  im m oderate u se  o f  th e s e  lu x u ry  goods
l i e s  w ith  th e  p e o p le , and n o t  in  th e  goods th e m se lv e s ; b u t  'L u p s e t '
302saw " g r e a t  m is o rd e rs "  w here "m easure w ere g o o d ,"  and so  was 
re a d y  to  im prove p u b l ic  s ta n d a rd s  o f  consum ption  th ro u g h  l e g i s l a t i o n .
298De M alynes, E n g la n d 's  V iew, i n  th e  Unmasking o f  Two 
P a ra d o x e s , p . 105.
2 9 9 y iiSo n , p . 203.
3 ^® S tarkey , p .  155.
3^ I b id . ,  pp. 94-95.
3Q2Ib id .
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Sm ith a rg u ed  th a t  th e  King "m ust have from  beyond th e  s e a s  
many th in g s  n e c e s sa ry  n o t o n ly  f o r  E ls  G ra c e 's  h o u seh o ld  and ornam ents 
as  w e l l  o f  h i s  p e rso n  and fa m ily  a s  o f  h-la h o rs e s  . . . ,  b u t a ls o  th e  
f u r n i t u r e  o f  h i s  w a rs . . . ."3 0 3  But th e  r e l a t i o n s h ip  o f th e  K in g 's  
w e a lth  to  h i s  s u b je c t s  was c l e a r l y  re c o g n iz e d - '-"H is  G race can have no 
la c k  so long  a s  h is  s u b je c t s  have  i t . " ^ ^  And, w h ile  Sm ith a ls o  
re c o g n ize d  th e  d a n g e rs  o f  im m oderate d r e s s ,  r e c a l l i n g  t h a t  e x c e s se s  
o f  c lo th in g  "were u sed  i n  Rome a  l i t t l e  b e fo re  th e  d e c l in e  o f  th e  
E m p ire ,"  he w o rried  more a b o u t im m oderation  a t  c o u r t  th a n  in  o th e r  
p a r t s  o f  th e  rea lm  w h e re , " th e  law  o f  n e c e s s i ty  keeps men i n  good 
c a se  f o r  ex ceed in g  e i t h e r  i n  a p p a r e l  o r  f a r e . "305 As an  in c id e n ta l  
p o in t  o f  econom ic h i s t o r y ,  a  s e r i e s  o f  sum ptuary  law s and p r o c la ­
m a tio n s d e s ig n e d  to  m a in ta in  m o d era te  d r e s s  w ere  is s u e d  in  th e  Tudor 
p e r io d ,  and p a r t i a l l y  e n fo rc e d  i n  c o u r t  and th ro u g h o u t th e  rea lm
one
(though  a d m itte d ly  "h ig h  o f f e n d e rs  w ere d e a l t  w ith  more te n d e r ly " )  
to  p re s e rv e  m o d era tio n  and o r d e r .
The id e a  o f  th e  economy o f  d e l ig h t  a l s o  to u c h es  on some f a i r l y  
m inor p o in ts  i n  Tudor econom ic th o u g h t.  De M alynes, f o r  exam ple,
30 3 sm ith , a  D is c o u rse  o f  th e  Commonweal. p .  35 .
3 0 4 I b i d . , p . 36 .
3 0 5 I b i d . , p .  82 .
306See W ilf re d  H ooper, "The Tudor Sum ptuary L aw s," E n g lish  
H is to ry  Review , (1 9 1 5 ) , p .  441.
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g iv e s  a  n o n - m e r c a n t i l i s t  d e fe n se  o f a ccu m u la tin g  t r e a s u r e  t h a t  i s  
b a sed  on th e  p h y s ic a l ,  r a t h e r  th a n  econom ic p r o p e r t i e s  o f  g o ld :
N e ith e r  i s  [g o ld ]  i n f e r i o r  u n to  any o th e r  m e ta l to  
make u s e f u l  and c u r io u s  w orks; i t  d e f i l e s  n o t th e  th in g  
i t  to u ch es  a s  s i l v e r  d o e s , w h erew ith  you may draw  l i n e s :  
i t  re sem b le s  in  c o lo r  th e  c e l e s t i a l  b o d ie s ,  and i t  i s  
m e d ic in a b le  and b r in g  g la d n e s s  to  th e  h e a r t  o f m an .. . . 
W ith g r e a t  re a so n  th e r e f o r e  h a s  g o ld  h i s  due e s t im a t io n  
above o th e r  th in g s .  A lso  su c h  th in g s  w h e re in  th e  a r t  
o f  man i s  i l l u s t r a t e d ;  a s  i n  p i c tu r e s  and o th e r  c u r io u s  
w o rk s , a r e  w o rth y  o f  g r e a t  com m endation, and to  be p re ­
f e r r e d  b e fo re  many o th e r  th in g s  t h a t  man does u s e ,  f o r  
to  l i v e  i n  th e  m ost c i v i l  m anner above o th e r  n a t io n s
w hich  l i v e  b a r b a r o u s ly .307
E ly o t u se s  th e  id e a  o f  d e l i g h t  and u s e f u ln e s s  to  s u p p o r t  h i s  
p ro p o s a l  to  h ave  c h i ld r e n  and young men re a d  V i r g i l ,  o r  h av e  V i r g i l  
re a d  to  them , s a y in g  t h a t ,
In  h i s  B u c o lic s  lo r d  w hat p le a s a n t  v a r i e t y  th e r e  i s : 
th e  d iv e r s e  g r a i n s ,  h e r b s ,  and f lo w e rs  t h a t  b e  th e r e  
d e s c r ib e d ,  t h a t ,  re a d in g  t h e r e i n ,  i t  seems to  a  man to  
b e  i n  a  d e l e c t a b l e  g a rd e n  o r  p a r a d i s e .  What ploughm an 
knows so  much o f  h u sb an d ry  a s  t h e r e  i s  e x p re sse d ?
I s  th e r e  any a s tro n o m er t h a t  m ore e x a c t ly  s e t s  o u t 
th e  o rd e r  and c o u rse  o f  th e  c e l e s t i a l  b o d ie s :  o r  t h a t  
more t r u l y  d oes d iv in e  i n  h i s  p r o g n o s t ic a t io n s  o f  th e  
tim e s  o f  th e  y e a r ,  i n  t h e i r  q u a l i t i e s ,  w ith  th e  f u tu r e  
e s t a t e  o f  a l l  th in g s  p ro v id e d  by  h u sb a n d ry , th a n  V i r g i l  
does r e c i t e  i n  t h a t  work?
I f  th e  c h i ld  h av e  a  d e l i g h t  in  h u n t in g ,  w hat p le a s u r e  
s h a l l  he  ta k e  o f  th e  f a b l e  o f  A r l s t e u s .  . . .  I f  h e  have  
p le a s u r e  i n  w r e s t l i n g ,  ru n n in g , o r  o th e r  l i k e  e x e r c i s e ,  
w here s h a l l  h e  s e e  an y  m ore p le a s a n t  e s b a te m e n ts ,  th a n  t h a t  
w hich  was done by E u re a lu s  and o th e r  T r o ja n s ,  w hich  accom­
p a n ied  A eneas? I f  h e  ta k e  s o la c e  In  h e a r in g  m i n s t r e l l s ,
30^De M alynes, E n g lan d * 8  V iew, i n  th e  Unmasking o f  Two 
P a ra d o x e s , p p . 1 0 5 -106 .
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w hat m i n s t r e l l  may be  compared to  J o p a s , w hich  sang  
b e fo re  Dido and A eneas?
. . . I f  he  b e  more d e s i r o u s  (a s  th e  m ost p a r t  o f 
c h i ld r e n  b e ) to  h e a r  th in g s  m arv e lo u s  and e x q u i s i t e ,  w hich has 
in  i t  a  v is a g e  o f some th in g s  i n c r e d i b l e ,  w here a t  s h a l l  
be  more w onder, th a n  when h e  s h a l l  b eh o ld  Aeneas fo llo w  
S y b il  i n to  h e l l .  . . ? How s h a l l  h e  . . . abhor ty ra n n y , 
f r a u d ,  and a v a r i c e ,  when h e  d o es  s e e  th e  p a in s  o f  Duke 
T h eseu s , P ro m eth eu s, and S ls lp h u s  . . .?  And in  th e  l a s t  
books o f  th e  A eneid s h a l l  h e  f in d  m a tte r  to  m in i s t e r  t o  him 
a u d a c i ty ,  v a l i a n t  c o u ra g e , and p o l i c y ,  to  ta k e  and s u s t a i n  
n o b le  e n t e r p r i s e s ,  i f  any  s h a l l  be  n e e d fu l  f o r  th e  a s s a i l i n g
o f h i s  e n e m ie s .30°
R o b ert Crowley i n  "The S c h o la r ’s  L esso n "  from  The V oice  o f 
th e  L a s t T rum pet, g iv e s  a  d e l i g h t - o r i e n t e d  d e fe n se  o f  a p p r o p r ia te  
r e c r e a t i o n a l  and l e i s u r e  a c t i v i t i e s .  He recommended
To f i s h ,  to  f o u l ,  to  h u n t ,  to  h a u lk e ,
Or on an  in s tru m e n t to  p la y ;
And some w h ile s  to  commune and t a l k ,
No man i s  a b le  to  g a in  s a y .
To s h o te ,  to  b o w le , o r  c a s t  th e  b a r r e ,
To p la y  t e n n i s ,  o r  t o s s  th e  b a l l ,
Or to  ru n  b a s e ,  l i k e  men o f  w ar 
S h a l l  h u r t  th y  s tu d y  n o t  a t  a l l
For a l l  th e s e  th in g s  do r e c r e a t e  
The m ind , i f  th o u  c a n s t  h o ld  th e  m e a n . 3 0 9
310R o b ertso n  c o n s id e re d  Crowley a  " m i l i t a n t  P u r i t a n , "  w ith  
some j u s t i f i c a t i o n .  But i t  i s  c l e a r  t h a t  th e  id e a s  o f  d e l i g h t  and
^0® E lyot, p p . 3 8 -3 9 .
^C row ley, S e le c t  W orks, p p . 7 2 -7 3 . 
^■ ^R o b ertso n , p .  11 .
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m odera te  p le a s u re  w ere s t ro n g  enough In  th e  Tudor p e r io d  to  make p a r t s  
o f  th e  Tudor P u r i t a n s '  Id e a s  c o m p a tib le  w ith  th e  th o u g h t o f  th e  more 
o rth o d o x  Tudor w r i t e r s .
A ll  th in g s  c o n s id e re d , N e f 's  p h r a s e ,  th e  "economy o f  d e l i g h t , "  
m ust have been  chosen  v e ry  c a r e f u l l y ,  f o r  th e  w ords d e l i g h t  and p le a ­
s u re  r e p e a te d ly  a p p ea r i n  th e  w orks o f  th e  Tudor w r i t e r s — o f te n  in  
t i t l e s .  W ilson w ro te  h i s  D isco u rse  Upon U sury " f o r  th e  b e t t e r  v a r i e t y
and more d e l ig h t  o f  a l l  th o s e  t h a t  s h a l l  re a d  t h i s  t r e a t i s e .
312F o r r e s t  w ro te  a  " p le a s a n t"  p o e try  f o r  p r in c e s .  Howes p e rh a p s
c la im ed  th e  m ost f o r  h i s  d ia lo g u e s ,  s in c e  th e y  w ere  b o th ,  " P le a s a n t  
f o r  th e  R eader and P r o f f i t a b l e  f o r  th e  S t a t e .  And a g a in ,  th e
same id e a s  a p p e a r  i n  th e  p o p u la r  l i t e r a t u r e  o f  th e  p e r io d  a s  w e l l ,
a < i  y
a s  in  Thomas D e lo n e y 's  1597 P le s a n t  H is to ry  o f  John  Winchcomb.
I f  th e  E n g lish  v e r s io n  o f  th e  economy o f  d e l ig h t  w as, in  
th e o ry ,  somewhat more so b e r  and r e s t r a i n e d  th a n  i t s  C o n tin e n ta l
311^fiis o n , p .  173.
In  S ta rk e y , p .  lx x ix ,
313R e p r in te d  in  Tawney and Pow er, I I I ,  p . 421.
3 ^ o r  s e e  a  d i f f e r e n t  s o r t  o f  p o p u la r  l i t e r a t u r e ,  John  
D o n n e 's , "T hat th e  G i f t s  o f  th e  Body a r e  B e t t e r  Than Those o f  th e  
M ind,"  from  h i s  P a rad o x es  and P ro b lem s, r e p r i n t e d  in  The Com plete 
P o e try  and S e le c te d  P ro se  o f  John  Donne, C h a r le s  M. C o f f in ,  e d . ,
(New Y ork: Modern L ib r a r y ,  1 9 5 2 ), p p . 288-289 . T h is  s e l e c t i o n  a l s o  
h a s  some p o in t s  o f  i n t e r e s t  c o n c e rn in g  th e  Tudor c o n c e p t o f  c iv i c  
a c t i v i t y .
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c o u n te r p a r ts — i . e . ,  em p hasiz ing  q u a n t i t a t i v e  in c r e a s e s  in  o u tp u t 
somewhat more th an  q u a l i t a t i v e  im provem ents—m a tte r s  o f d e l ig h t  in  
form  and v a r i e t y  can  n o t b e  d is re g a rd e d  i n  England d u r in g  th e  Tudor 
p e r io d .  In  any c a s e ,  i t  i s  n o t c o r r e c t  to  v iew  th e  id e a  o f th e  
economy o f  d e l ig h t  i s  an  im pedim ent to  i n d u s t r i a l i s m .  Nor i s  i t  
p ro p e r  to  s e e  i n d u s t r i a l i s m  a s  n e c e s s a r i l y  opposed to  th e  economy 
o f  d e l i g h t .  The exam ple o f  Wedgwood sh o u ld  te a c h  us t h a t  much. But 
in  f a c t ,  i t  i s  even  p ro p e r  to  s e e  th e s e  two f o r c e s  a s ,  to  some e x te n t ,  
m u tu a lly  d e p e n d e n t; and a s  Nef c o n c lu d e d ,
The d i s p o s i t i o n  o f  econom ic h i s t o r i a n s  t o  re g a rd  
th e  p re o c c u p a tio n  o f  th e  E uropeans w ith  an  economy o f 
q u a l i t y  a s  a  s tu m b lin g  b lo c k  in  th e  way o f  th e  e v e n tu a l  
triu m p h  o f  in d u s t r i a l i s m  i s  o n e - s id e d . T here  i s  an 
im p o r ta n t s e n se  in  w hich  th e  d e d ic a t io n  o f  th e  E uropeans 
to  th e  c o n s t r u c t io n  o f  a  b e a u t i f u l  E u ro p e, by th e  
s t r e n g th e n in g  o f  f i n e  c ra f ts m a n s h ip  i n  th e  s e r v ic e  
o f  th e  crown and th e  v a r io u s  ra n k s  o f  th e  n o b i l i t y  
and h ig h e r  b o u r g e o is ie ,  was e s s e n t i a l  to  i n d u s t r i a l i s m .  ^
The E n g lis h  t r a d i t i o n  h e ld  o u t th e  p o s s i b i l i t y ,  o r  a t  l e a s t  
th e  h o p e , t h a t  p r o s p e r i ty  and d e l ig h t  c o u ld  b e  a  mass (though  
o rd e re d )  phenomenon— an  id e a  even m ore e s s e n t i a l  to  th e  r i s e  o f  
i n d u s t r i a l i s m .  Economic h i s t o r i a n s  and h i s t o r i a n s  o f  econom ic 
th o u g h t g e n e r a l ly  re c o g n iz e  th e  p a r t  o f  t h i s  p o in t  co n ce rn in g  mass 
p ro d u c tio n  (th o u g h  n o t  th e  id e a  o f  o rd e re d  p ro d u c tio n  and co n su m p tio n ), 
b u t i n c o r r e c t l y  p la c e  th e  developm ent o f  th e  id e a  much l a t e r  th a n  th e
315N ef, C u ltu ra l Foundations . . , ,  p . 135.
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Tudor p e r io d .  T h is  I s  p ro b ab ly 1 due In  p a r t  to  th e  r a t h e r  murky 
p a ssa g es  In  H e c k sc h e r 's  M e rc a n tilism  c o n c e rn in g , " th e  g ra d u a l  t r a n ­
s i t i o n "  from  th e  m ed iev a l "hunger fo r  goods" to  th e  m e r c a n t i l i s t  
316" f e a r  o f  g o o d s ."  At one p o in t  H eckacher even u ses  th e  term s
317" f e a r  o f  goods" and ''m e rc a n til is m "  in te r c h a n g a b ly . T h is  con­
f u s io n ,  l i k e  so  much o f  th e  c o n fu s io n  r e l a t i n g  to  E n g lish  econom ic 
th o u g h t from  1500 to  1775, s te in s  from  p ay in g  too  much a t t e n t i o n  to  
th e  p rim ary  p a ssa g e s  on th e  b a la n c e  o f  t r a d e ,  and to o  l i t t l e  a t t e n ­
t io n  to  a l l  o f  th e  o th e r  Id e a s  i n  t h a t  l i t e r a t u r e .
The R ise  o f  Economic In d iv id u a lis m
The l a s t  o f  th e  l e s s e r  g u id in g  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  Tudor econom ic 
th o u g h t to  be  d is c u s s e d  h e re  can  o n ly  b e  c o n s id e re d  a  l e s s e r  p r in ­
c ip l e  in  com parison  to  su ch  a  b ro ad  id e a  as  th e  G re a t C hain o f  B eing . 
Compared to  th e  u s u a l  q u e s t io n s  s tu d ie d  i n  th e  h i s to r y  o f econom ic 
th o u g h t ,  th e  i s s u e  o f th e  r i s e  o f  econom ic in d iv id u a l is m  seems i t s e l f  
to  be  a lm o s t unm anageably b ro a d  and w id e -ra n g in g . N e v e r th e le s s ,  i t  
i s  u n d e n ia b ly  an  im p o r ta n t i s s u e  t h a t  m ust be  fa c ed  in  any s tu d y  on 
s ix t e e n th  and s e v e n te e n th  c e n tu r y  econom ic th o u g h t o r  h i s t o r y .
3 « C f .  C olem an 's c r i t i c i s m  o f  H eck sch e r’s  id e a s  o f  th e  
" n a tu r a l  economy" o f  th e  m id d le  a g es  and th e  "money economy" of 
th e  m e r c a n t i l i s t  p e r io d ,  " E l i  H eckscher and th e  Id e a  o f M ercan­
t i l i s m , "  r e p r in te d  i n  R e v is io n s  in  M e rc a n til is m , p . 107.
■ ^ H eck sch er, M erca n tilism , I I . ,  pp. 108-111.
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T here i s ,  o r  c o u r s e ,  an  e x te n s iv e ,  i n t r i c a t e ,  and c o n tro ­
v e r s i a l  b u lk  o f  seco n d a ry  l i t e r a t u r e  on th e  r i s e  o f  economic 
in d iv id u a l is m . At t im e s , in  th e  m ost s im p l i f i e d  a cc o u n ts  o f  t h a t  
l i t e r a t u r e ,  i t  i s  d e s c r ib e d  a s  th e  Weber-Tawney t h e s i s .  T here  i s  
no hope o f  d e a l in g  w i th  even  m ost o f  th e  m ajo r p o in ts  r e l a t e d  to  t h i s  
l i t e r a t u r e  w ith o u t c o n t r ib u t in g  a t  l e a s t  a n o th e r  volum e to  t h a t  
d e b a te . But s e v e r a l  c r u c i a l  p o in t s  c o n ce rn in g  Tudor econom ic 
th o u g h t have been  made in  th e  l i t e r a t u r e  on th e  r i s e  o f  economic 
in d iv id u a l is m , and m ust be d e a l t  w i th  h e r e .
F i r s t ,  a s  Tawney and Nef p o in te d  o u t ,  i n  th e  Tudor p e r io d
econom ic developm ent and change w ere  m o d ify in g — s t r a i n i n g  would be
a b e t t e r  d e s c r ip t i o n —- t r a d i t i o n a l  a t t i t u d e s  and b e l i e f s .  Most o f  th e
l i t e r a t u r e  on econom ic in d iv id u a l is m  i s  co n cern ed  w ith  p e r io d s  when
c a u s a t io n  ra n  th e  o th e r  way. But th e  Weber id e a ,  t h a t  new id e a s  and
a t t i t u d e s  w ere c a u s in g  In c re a s e d  r a t e s  o f  econom ic g ro w th , i s  n o t
3X8g e n e r a l ly  r e l e v a n t  to  th e  p re -1 6 4 0  p e r io d  in  E ng land . Any 
re a d in g  o f  th e  p rim ary  l i t e r a t u r e  t h a t  exam ines th e  s ta te m e n ts  on 
th e  ends o f  econom ic th o u g h t i n  t h i s  p e r io d  w i l l  make t h a t  p o in t  q u i te  
c l e a r l y .
Second, a s  e a r ly  a s  th e  s ix t e e n t h  c e n tu ry  th e r e  w as, a s  many 
w r i t e r s  in c lu d in g  H eckscher and F erguson  have p o in te d  o u t ,  an 
in c r e a s in g  w i l l in g n e s s  to  ta k e  men a s  th e y  e x i s t e d —w hich m eant a
^ ® S ee  pp. 18-22  ab ove, a t  n o te s  3 4 -4 3 .
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w il l in g n e s s  to  re c o g n iz e  t h a t  men w ere g e n e r a l ly  m o tiv a te d  by s e l f -  
i n t e r e s t  i n  econom ic m a t te r s — and a  grow ing d e s i r e  to  d e s ig n  i n s t i ­
t u t io n s  to  c h an n e l t h e i r  a c t i v i t i e s  tow ard  s o c i a l l y  d e s i r a b le  en d s . 
The most famous Tudor p a ssa g e s  on th e s e  m a tte r s  come from  A D isco u rse  
o f  th e  Common Weal w h ere . f o r  in s ta n c e ,  Sm ith w ro te ,
You have h e a rd  t h a t  by t h i s  f r e e  v e n t and s a le  
o f  c o rn  th e  husbandm an 's p r o f i t  I s  adv an ced . Then 
i t  i s  showed t h a t  e v e ry  man n a t u r a l l y  w i l l  fo llo w  
th a t  w h e re in  he  s e e s  p r o f i t ,  and th e r e f o r e  men w i l l  
th e  g la d d e r  occupy h u sb an d ry . And th e  more th ey  do 
occupy h u sb an d ry , th e  m ore p le n ty  o f  co rn  m ust needs 
b e ; and th e  more p le n ty  th e r e  i s ,  th e r e  i s  th e  b e t t e r  
cheap  and a ls o  th e  m ore w i l l  be  s p re a d  o v e r t h a t  s h a l l  
s u f f i c e  f o r  th e  re a lm . And th e n , t h a t  may be sp a re d  
in  a  good y e a r  s h a l l  b r in g  u s  a g a in  o th e r  c o rn  o r  e l s e  
th e  commodity o f  o th e r  c o u n t r ie s  n e c e s s a ry  f o r  u s .
Then th e  more h usbandry  i s  o c c u p ie d , th e  more u n iv e r s a l  
b re e d  sh o u ld  be  o f  a l l  v i c t u a l s  a s  o f  n e a t  [ g o a t s ] ,  
s h e e p , sw in e , g e e s e , e g g s , b u t t e r ,  and ch eese  f o r  a l l  
th e s e  a r e  r e a re d  o f  much c o r n .3^*
Sm ith  re c o g n iz e d , c i t i n g  T u l ly ,  t h a t  commonweals a r e  h e ld
up by two t h in g s ,  "rew ard  and p a in , "  and t h a t  some th in g s  w i l l  have
to  b e  " c o n s t r a in e d  by th e  s t r a i g h t  p e n a l t i e s  o f  th e  law " w h ile  o th e r
320th in g s  sh o u ld  be  prom oted by  " a l lu re m e n t and re w a rd ."  u He makes 
a  p le a  f o r  e q u i ty — " E ith e r  l e t  u s  a l l  be  r e s t r a in e d  to g e th e r  o r
3 S m ith , A D isc o u rse  o f  th e  Common W eal, pp • 60 -6 1 .
320I b i d . , p p . 58 -5 9 .
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e l s e  l e t  us a l l  be  a t  l i k e  l i b e r t y  ■ . . , " ^ 1  b u t  a l s o  f o r  p rag m a tic  
p o l ic y  In  a s k in g ,
For w hat law can  com pel man to  b e  In d u s t r io u s  In  
t r a v a i l  and la b o r  o f  h i s  body o r  s tu d io u s  to  l e a r n  any 
s c ie n c e  o r  know ledge o f  th e  mind? To th e s e  th in g s  men 
may w e l l  be p ro v o k ed , encouraged  and a l l u r e d  a s  i f  th ey  
t h a t  be  in d u s t r io u s  and p a in f u l  be  rew arded  w e ll  f o r  
t h e i r  p a in s  and b e  s u f f e r e d  to  ta k e  g a in s  and w e a lth  as  
rew ard  f o r  t h e i r  l a b o r s .  And so  l ik e w is e  i f  th e y  th a t  
be le a rn e d  be advanced  and honored  a c c o rd in g  to  t h e i r  
fo rw a rd n e ss  in  l e a r n in g ,  e v e ry  man w i l l  th e n  s tu d y  e i t h e r  
to  be  in d u s t r io u s  in  b o d i ly  la b o r  o r  s tu d io u s  in  th in g s  
t h a t  p e r t a i n  to  know ledge. Take th e s e  rew ards from  them 
and go a b o u t to  com pel them by  law s t h e r e t o ,  w hat man 
w i l l  plow  o r  d ig  th e  ground o r  e x e r c is e  any m anual a r t  
w here i s  any p a in ?  Or who w i l l  a d v e n tu re  o v e rse a s  f o r  
any m erch an d ise?  Or u se  any  f a c u l ty  w h ere in  any p e r i l  
o r  d an g er sh o u ld  b e , s e e in g  h i s  rew ard  s h a l l  be  no more 
th a n  h i s  t h a t  s i t s  s t i l l ?  But you w i l l  p e rc a s e  answ er 
me th a t  a l l  t h e i r  rew ard s  s h a l l  n o t  be  ta k e n  away b u t 
p a r t  o f  i t .  Y et th e n  you m ust g r a n t  me t h a t  a s  i f  a l l  
th e s e  rew ard s w ere ta k e n  from  them a l l  th e s e  f a c u l t i e s  m ust 
d e c a y , so  i f  p a r t  o f  t h a t  rew ard  b e  d im in ish e d  th e  u se  o f  
th o s e  f a c u l t i e s  s h a l l  d im in is h  w i th a l  a f t e r  th e  r a t e  and 
so  th e y  s h a l l  be  th e  l e s s  o c c u p ie d , th e  l e s s  th e y  be 
rew ard ed  and e s te e m e d .322
Sm ith a l s o  re c o g n iz e d  t h a t  s e l f - i n t e r e s t  would le a d  m ost 
men to  t r y  to  g e t  a round  p o o r ly  d e s ig n e d  o r  e n fo rc e d  la w s. Sounding 
v e ry  much l i k e  th e  n e x t  g r e a t  S m ith  i n  ecomomic th o u g h t,  S i r  Thomas 
w ro te  t h a t ,  . . i t  w ere  v e ry  h a rd  to  make a  law  . . . ,  so  many 
a s  have p r o f i t  by t h a t  m a t te r  r e s i s t i n g  i t .  And i f  su ch  a  law
321I b i d . , p . 57 .
322I b id . , p . 59 .
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w ere made y e t  men s tu d y in g  s t i l l  t h e i r  m ost p r o f i t  would d e fra u d  th e
law  by one mean o r a n o th e r ."323
In  Thomas W ils o n 's  P is c o u rs e  Upon U su ry , th e  M ercant Gromel
G ain er c l e a r l y  re c o g n iz e s  th e  power o f  s e l f - i n t e r e s t  a s  a  s t im u la n t
to  m en 's  a c t i v i t y ,  a s k in g ,  , . who i s  h e  t h a t  w i l l  n o t  make h i s
3 2 4
own th e  b e s t  he  can ?"  The M erchant goes on to  d e fen d  u su ry  on th e  
grounds t h a t
Hope o f g a in  makes men i n d u s t r i o u s ,  a n d , w here  no 
g a in  i s  to  be  h a d , men w i l l  n o t ta k e  p a in s .  And a s  
good i t  i s  to  s i t  i d l e  and do n o th in g ,  a s  to  ta k e  p a in s  
and have  n o th in g . M erchan ts d o in g s  m ust n o t  be  o v e r­
th w a rte d  by p re a c h e rs  and o th e r s ,  t h a t  can  n o t s k i l l  o f 
t h e i r  d e a l in g s .  And t h i s  o v e r g r e a t  c u r i o s i t y  o f  some 
to  m eddle in  o th e r  m en 's  m a t te r ,  I  m ust t e l l  you p l a i n ,  
i t  i s  even  th e  v e ry  r i g h t  way to  undo a l l  i n  th e  en d . 
T h e re fo re  sa y  w hat you w i l l ,  I  w i l l  l i v e  and amend, so 
a s  I  may l i v e  e v e ry  day b e t t e r  and b e t t e r ,  by any m eans,
I  c a re  n o t  how. Y ea, I  w i l l  make h a rd  s h i f t  w ith  th e  
w o rld , and s t r a i n  my c o n sc ie n c e  n a rro w ly , b e fo re  I  w i l l  
e i t h e r  s t a r v e  o r  b e g , b o th  I  and my c h i ld r e n  a f t e r  me. 
P ro v id ed  a lw ays t h a t  I  w i l l  n o t come w i th in  th e  compass 
o f  p o s i t i v e  la w s : and t h i s  I  know w e l l ,  t h a t  by a l l  laws 
a  man may ta k e  a s  much f o r  h i s  own w ares  a s  he  can  g e t ,  
and i t  i s  no s i n  f o r  one man to  d e c e iv e  a n o th e r  in  b a r ­
g a in in g ,  so  t h a t  i t  b e  n o t  to o  much beyond G od 's fo rb o d e , 
and a  b a rg a in  i s  a  b a r g a in ,  l e t  men sa y  w hat th e y  l i s t .  
Such yo u r s t r a i g h t  p r o h ib i t io n s  and s t r a n g e  p r e c i s e n e s s ,  
my m a s te r s ,  do make men w eary  o f  t h e i r  l i v e s . 325
323 I b i d . ,  p .  51 . 
3 2 ,4W llso n , p . 249.
3 2 5 I b i d . ,  p p . 250-251.
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A lfre d  J .  C h a lk 's  1951 a r t i c l e  on " N a tu ra l  Law and th e  R ise  
o f Economic In d iv id u a lis m "  shows th a t  s ta te m e n ts  re c o g n iz in g  th e  
power o f  s e l f - i n t e r e s t  and econom ic in d iv id u a l is m  w ere becom ing more 
and more common i n  th e  s ix te e n th ,  c e n tu r y ,  and in  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  
i s s u e  m ost w orks on th e  m e r c a n t i l i s t  p e r io d  a re  re a so n a b ly  a c c u ra te  
abou t th e  Tudor w r i t e r s .  T here  i s  no re a s o n  to  a rg u e  th a t  in  Tudor 
economic though  th e r e  was n o t a grow ing r e c o g n i t io n  o f in c re a s e d  l e v e l s  
o f  econom ic in d iv id u a l is m .
The t h i r d  i s s u e  in  Tudor econom ic th o u g h t r e l a t e d  to  th e  r i s e  
o f  economic in d iv id u a l is m  i s  th e  q u e s t io n  o f  how th e  d i f f e r e n t  w r i t e r s  
r e a c te d  to  su ch  a  phenomenon. Though a l l  o f  th e  w r i t e r s  a c c e p te d  th e  
Tudor w orld  v iew , and th e  e t h i c a l  end  in h e r e n t  i n  t h a t  w o rld  v iew , 
th e y  o f te n  d is a g re e d  on o th e r  e t h i c a l  q u e s t io n s  co n ce rn in g  how in d i v i ­
d u a ls ,  businessm en  and p u b l ic  o f f i c i a l s  sh o u ld  a c t  in  t h i s  w o rld  to  
a c h ie v e  th a t  end . In  o th e r  w o rd s , th e  g e n e r a l  b e l i e f  t h a t  a  C h r i s t i a n  
s o c i a l  o rd e r  sh o u ld  be  m a in ta in e d  to  prom ote v i r t u e  h e re  on e a r th  d id  
n o t  end th e  lo n g -s ta n d in g  d e b a te  on th e  r o l e  t h a t  w e a lth  and i n d i v i ­
d u a l w e a lth - s e e k in g  w ere to  p la y  i n  th e  v i r tu o u s  m an 's  l i f e .
The d e b a te  o v e r w e a lth  and th e  p ro p e r  r o l e  o f s e l f - i n t e r e s t  
was n o t ,  i t  m ust be  n o te d ,  a lw ays d i r e c t l y  r e l a t e d  to  th e  d e b a te  
o v e r th e  a c t i v e  v e r s u s  th e  c o n te m p la tiv e  l i f e .  John H ales  was i n
3^ A l f r e d  j ,  c h a lk ,  " N a tu ra l  Law and th e  R ise  o f  Economic 
In d iv id u a lis m  i n  E n g la n d ,"  J o u rn a l  o f  P o l i t i c a l  Economy, 1951, 
pp . 332-339 .
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ev ery  se n se  o f  th e  word a  man o f  a c t i o n ,  w ork ing  f o r  w hat he saw as  
a  more v l tu o u s  s o c ie ty .  H is v iew s on s e l f - i n t e r e s t ,  how ever, have 
le d  s e v e r a l  s c h o la r s  to  l a b e l  h im , and h i s  a s s o c ia te s  Thomas Lever 
and Thomas L a tim e r , as  th e  fo re ru n n e rs  o f  th e  E n g lish  P u r i t a n s . ^ 2 2  
H ales f e l t  t h a t  he  had p e r s o n a l ly  s u f f e r e d  a t  th e  hands o f th o se  
who
. . . p a ss  more on th e  w o rld , th a n  God, more on t h e i r  
p r iv a t e  p r o f i t ,  th a n  on th e  common w e a l th . .  . . Such 
i s  th e  c o r ru p t  n a tu r e  o f  man, he  p a s s e s  n o t w hat he  
s a y s ,  n o r w hat h e  d o e s , so  t h a t  he  may s a t i s f y  h i s  ungodly  
d e s i r e s  and f i l t h y  p l e a s u r e s .328
More Im p o r ta n t ly ,  H a les  b e l ie v e d  t h a t  th e  s o c i a l  problem s 
f a c in g  Tudor England stemmed from  th e  s e l f - i n t e r e s t  o f c e r t a i n  
p o w erfu l and w e a lth y  I n d iv id u a l s ,  and he p r id e d  h im s e lf  on h av in g  
a tte m p te d  to  s e t  up law s and e f f e c t i v e  en fo rcem en t program s to  sh ap ly  
l i m i t ,  o r  even " ro o t  o u t , "  th e s e  " w o r ld l in g s ."  H a les  c la im ed  th a t
I t  may n o t be  la w fu l f o r  e v e ry  man to  u se  h i s  own 
a s  he l i k e s ,  b u t  e v e ry  man m ust u se  t h a t  he  h a s  to  th e  
m ost b e n e f i t  o f  h i s  C o u n try . T here  m ust be  som ething  
d e v ise d  to  quench t h i s  i n s a t i a b l e  t h i r s t  o f  g re e d in e s s
327ge e , f ov  exam ple, A. G. D ic k en s , The E n g lish  R efo rm a tio n , 
(New Y ork: Schocken Books, 1 9 6 4 ), p .  317; and R o b e r tso n , p . 9 .
328John H a le s , "The d e fe n c e  o f  John  H ales  a y e n s t  c e r te y n e  
s c la u n d re s  and f a l s e  re a p o r te s .  made o f  hym ." R e p r in te d  in  E l iz a b e th  
Lamond' s  e d i t i o n  o f A D isc o u rse  o f  th e  Common Weal o f  T h is  Realm of 
E n g lan d , (C am bridge: Cam bridge U n iv e r s i ty  P r e s s ,  1 8 9 3 ), p .  H i .  
Lamond a t t r i b u t e d  th e  D isc o u rse  to  H a le s .
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o f  m en. C ovetousness m ust b e  weeded o u t by th e  
r o o t s ,  f o r  i t  i s  th e  d e s t r u c t io n  o f  a l l  good th in g s .  
C ovetousness e x p e lle d  th e  wholesome law s o f  L y cu rg u s , 
w hich so  many hundred  y e a r s  m a in ta in ed  and p re se rv e d  
S p a r ta  i n  h i s  f l o u r i s h i n g  and happy s t a t e ,  and b ro u g h t 
i t  s h o r t l y  to  c o n fu s io n . C ovetousness as  soon  a s  i t  
had  g o t te n  an  e n t r y  i n to  th e  C hurch su d d en ly  su b v e r te d  
C h r i s t 's  R e l ig io n ,  and b ro u g h t In  h y p o c r is y  and s u p e r­
s t i t i o n .  And d o u b le s s  I  f e a r  c o v e to u sn e ss  w i l l  in  s h o r t  
tim e  w ork th e  l i k e  e f f e c t  I n  t h i s  Realm o f E ngland , i f  
th e  K in g 's  M aje s tey  and h i s  C ounsel do n o t th e  so o n er 
p u t  to  t h e i r  h e lp in g  h an d . Who w i l l  m a in ta in  husbandry  
w hich i s  th e  n u rse  o f  e v e ry  C o u n try , a s  lo n g  a s  sheep  
b r in g  so g r e a t  g a in ?  Who p a s s e s  on b re e d in g  o f  b e a s t s ,  
w here  o f  no g a in  can  be f e l t  w i th in  th r e e  o r  fo u r  y e a r s ,  
when o f  h i s  sheep  he s h a l l  be  s u r e  o f  h i s  p r o f i t  once 
e v e ry  y e a r?  Who w i l l  he  a t  th e  c o s t  to  keep  a  dozen 
in  h i s  house  to  m ilk  and make c h e e s e , [and] c a r r y  i t  
to  th e  m a rk e t, when one p o o r s o u l  may by keep in g  sheep  
g e t  him a g r e a t e r  p r o f i t ?  Who w i l l  n o t be  c o n te n te d  
f o r  to  p u l l  down h o u ses  o f  h u sb an d ry , so  t h a t  he may 
s t u f f  h i s  bags f u l l  o f  money? Who p a s s e s  on o ffe n d in g  
and b re a k in g  th e  law s when he  h a s  p le n ty  o f  money to  
s to p  th e  e x e c u tio n  o f th e m ? ^ ^
And th e  m a t te r  o f  t h i s  b i l l  [ to  r e s t o r e  husbandry ] 
d id  n o t so  much g r e iv e  them [H a le s ' a c c u s e r s ] ,  a s  f o r  
t h a t  th e r e  was a  way found  th e re b y  to  have  i t  alw ays 
t r u l y  e x e c u te d . For I  had th u s  d e v ise d  t h a t  th e  p a rso n  
o r  C u ra te  o f ev ery  p a r i s h  to  whom b e lo n g s  th e  t i t h e s ,  
and two h o n e s t men sh o u ld  y e a r ly  su rv e y  ev ery  m an 's  
p a s tu r e s  and sh o u ld  n o t  o n ly  p r e s e n t  who d id  t r a n s g r e s s  
t h i s  law , b u t who a l s o  d id  o b se rv e  i t .  T h is  was i t  t h a t  
b id  th e  m are by th e  thum b. Men p a ss  n o t much how many 
law s be  made, f o r  th e y  s e e  v e ry  few  p u t in  e x e c u t io n .^30
^ ^ I b i d . , p p . l x i i i - l x i v .
33Q lb id . , p .  lx v .  X h av e  g e n e r a l ly  ex c lu d ed  a d m in is t r a t iv e  
r e p o r t s  and p l e a s ,  su ch  a s  H a le s ' " D e fe n se ,"  from  th e  m ain body o f 
econom ic th o u g h t in  th e  Tudor p e r io d .  In  g e n e r a l ,  t h a t  seems to  be 
th e  p ro p e r  c o u r s e ,  a s  Grampp had  su g g e s te d  i t  would b e . But an excep­
t i o n  sh o u ld  be  g ra n te d  to  H a le s , I  t h in k ,  b e ca u se  o f  h i s  im p o rtan ce  
a s  a  re c o g n iz e d  spokesm an f o r  th e  "Commonwealth P a r ty ,"  th e  l i t e r a r y  
n a tu r e  o f  h i s  " D e fe n s e ,"  h i s  c lo s e  t i e s  w ith  L a tim er and L ever (whose 
e co n o m ica lly  o r ie n te d  r e l i g i o u s  t r a c t s  have b een  c a r e f u l ly  d is c u s s e d  
and p ro p e r ly  la b e le d  a s  P u r i t a n  i n  to n e  by R o b e rtso n , p p . 7 -11
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H a le s , l i k e  De M alynes, Becon, and W ilso n , found th e  Id e a  
t h a t  m ost men would p r e d ic ta b ly  fo llo w  s e l f - i n t e r e s t  b e fo re  s o c i a l  
I n t e r e s t  more u p s e t t in g  th a n  S m ith . W ilso n , I n  f a c t ,  In  some ways 
a p p a re n tly  found th e  w hole  q u e s t io n  o f  th e  r i s e  o f econom ic i n d i v i ­
d u a lism  even more d is g u s t in g  th a n  H a le s . In  th e  " P re fa c e "  to  The 
D isco u rse  Upon U su ry , h e  made I t  p e r f e c t l y  c l e a r  t h a t  h e  h im s e lf  
would n e v e r condone th e  o p in io n s  o f  th e  "Gromel G a in e rs"  In  t h i s  
w o rld . But m ost men, W ilson  th o u g h t ,  w ere  n o t so  v i r tu o u s  in  a  tim e 
when m o dera te  i n t e r e s t - t a k i n g  was to  he  l e g a l l y  a u th o r iz e d :
. . . men h av e  a l t o g e th e r  f o r g o t te n  f r e e  le n d in g ,  and 
h av e  g iv e n  th e m se lv e s  w h o lly  t o  l i v e  by f o u l  g a in in g ,  
m aking th e  lo a n  o f money a  k in d  o f  m e rc h a n d ise , a  th in g  
d i r e c t l y  a g a in s t  a l l  la w , a g a in s t  n a tu r e ,  and a g a in s t  
God. And w hat sh o u ld  t h i s  m ean, t h a t ,  in s te a d  o f c h a r i ­
t a b l e  d e a l in g ,  and th e  u se  o f  alm s ( f o r  le n d in g  i s  a  
s p ic e  t h e r e o f ) ,  h a rd n e ss  o f  h e a r t  h a s  now g o t te n  p la c e ,  
and g reed y  g a in  i s  c h i e f l y  fo llo w e d  and h o r r i b l e
e s p e c i a l l y ) , and b e ca u se  o f  h i s  fo rm er s ta n d in g  a s  th e  supposed  a u th o r  
o f  The D isc o u rse  o f  th e  Common W eal. These q u o te s ,  I  t h in k ,  s u p p o r t  
th e  c la im s  t h a t  H a les  d id  n o t  w r i t e  th e  D is c o u rs e , a s  does a  p a ssa g e  
from  a  l e t t e r  (a n o th e r  form  o f  w r i t i n g  I  have  n o t  u sed  a s  a  p a r t  o f  
th e  body o f  p rim ary  l i t e r a t u r e )  w r i t t e n  by H ales to  P r o te c to r  
S om erset r e g a rd in g  H a le s ' Commission on E n c lo s u re s . H ales  w ro te  
t h a t ,
" . . .  a l b e i t  th e s e  w o r ld l in g s  th in k  t h a t  i t  s h a l l  be  b u t  a  
money m a t te r ,  y e t  am I  f u l l y  p e rs u a d e d , and c e r t a i n l y  do b e l ie v e  i n  
y o u r G ra c e 's  s a y in g s ,  t h a t ,  m augre th e  D e v il ,  p r iv a t e  p r o f i t ,  s e l f -  
lo v e ,  and su c h  l i k e  th e  D e v i l 's  In s t ru m e n ts ,  i t  s h a l l  go fo rw a rd , 
and s e t  su ch  a  s t a y  i n  th e  body o f  th e  commonwealth t h a t  a l l  members 
s h a l l  l i v e  In  a  due tem peram ent and harmony w ith o u t one h a v in g  to o  
much, and a  g r e a t  many n o th in g  a t  a l l ,  a s  a t  t h i s  p r e s e n t  i t  ap p ea rs  
p l a i n l y  th e y  h a v e . . . . "
T h is  p a s s a g e  i s  q u o ted  by R o b e r tso n , p .  63, who to o k  th e  
q u o ta t io n  from  P . F . T y t l e r 's  England Under Edward VI and M ary, 
p p . 115-116 .
157
e x to r t io n  commonly u sed?  I  do v e r i l y  b e l i e v e ,  th e  end 
o f t h i s  w orld  i s  n ig h  a t  h an d .^ 3 1
The Tudor w r i t e r s  w ere  i n  b a s ic  ag reem en t t h a t  s e l f - i n t e r e s t  
and s o c i a l  i n t e r e s t  w ere n o t a lw ays i d e n t i c a l ,  and t h a t  i t  was n o t 
alw ays p o s s ib le  to  d e s ig n  law s o r  i n s t i t u t i o n s  w hich  would in s u r e  
t h a t  s e l f - i n t e r e s t  would be  ch an n e led  i n  some way to  p ro v id e  p u b lic  
b e n e f i t s ,  o r  a t  l e a s t  l im i te d  to  p r o t e c t  s o c i a l  i n t e r e s t s .  They 
d is a g re e d  ab o u t how s e v e re  th e  p rob lem  o f  s e l f - i n t e r e s t  was i n  Tudor 
E ng land , and th e y  a l l  re c o g n iz e d  t h a t  s e l f - i n t e r e s t  co u ld  be  p o te n ­
t i a l l y  u s e f u l  i n  d raw ing  men from  I d le n e s s  to  a c t i v i t y .  Even th e  
"Godly and Z ea lous P re a c h e r"  i n  W ils o n 's  D isc o u rse  l i m i t s  h i s  a t t a c k
on th e  M erchant to  th e  " fo u n d a tio n "  o f  h i s  a rg u m en t, th e  d e fe n se  o f
332•u su ry . No q u e s t io n  i s  made o f  th e  a b i l i t y  o f  s e l f - i n t e r e s t  to  
b r in g  men to  a c t i o n ,  th o u g h  le n d in g  i s  n o t s e e n  as  an  e s p e c ia l l y  
a c t i v e  a c t .
The d i s t i n c t i o n s  t h a t  can  be  made betw een  th e  Tudor w r i t e r s  
on th e  b a s i s  o f  t h e i r  o p in io n s  on s e l f - i n t e r e s t ,  c o v e to u s n e s s , and 
p r iv a t e  g a in  r e l a t e  g e n e r a l ly  to  how r e p e l l i n g  th e y  found th e  id e a  
t h a t  men w ere so  m o tiv a te d , and how f a r  th e y  w ere w i l l i n g  to  go to  
r e p r e s s  c a s e s  o f  a n t i - s o c i a l  p r o f i t  s e e k in g . As R o b ertso n  h as  
p o in te d  o u t ,  and a s  d is c u s s e d  ab o v e , th e  Tudor w r i t e r s  w ith  P u r i ta n
33*W ilson, p . 177.
332I b i d . , p . 252.
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le a n in g s  w ere l i k e l y  to  be more h o s t i l e  tow ards su ch  a c t i v i t y  th a n
Q O Q
th e  more s e c u la r  w r i t e r s  su ch  a s  S m ith . De M alynes, how ever, was
u p s e t by su ch  a c t i v i t y  b e c a u se , a s  De Roover h a s  p o in te d  o u t ,  o f h is
334S c h o la s t ic  h e r i t a g e  and g ro u n d in g . R ep ea tin g  w hat h a s  been  s a id  
b e f o r e ,  th e  s im p le  id e a  o f  th e  Weber-Tawney l i n k  betw een P ro te s ta n t is m  
and c a p i ta l i s m  i s  n o t a p p l ic a b le  to  th e  Tudor p e r io d ;  and f o r  t h a t  
p e r io d  a t  l e a s t  R o b ertso n  i s  c o r r e c t  i n  s a y in g  th a t
Some day th e  ta n g le d  a n te c e d e n ts  o f  econom ic in d i v i ­
d u a lism  may be  u n r a v e l le d .  But th e y  w i l l  n o t be  u n ra v e l le d  
by c o n c e n tr a t in g  on r e l i g i o n ,  o r  by  s e a rc h  f o r  th e  c lu e s  i n  
g re e d , s e l f i s h n e s s  and th e  s e l f - c e n t e r e d  r ig h te o u s n e s s  o f  
men who w ork h a rd  i n  t h e i r  ' c a l l i n g . *335
The Tudor econom ic w r i t e r s  w ith  P u r i t a n  le a n in g s  w ere them­
s e lv e s  a p p a re n t ly  somewhat more r e s t r a i n e d  and m o d era te  th a n  t h e i r  
s e v e n te e n th  c e n tu ry  c o u n te r p a r t s — l e s s  i n t e n t  on ren o u n c in g  a l l  
w o rld ly  c o m fo r ts , and a c t i v i t i e s ,  and c e r t a i n l y  l e s s  l i k e l y  to  s e e  
m a te r ia l  su c c e ss  a s  a  s ig n  o f  s p i r i t u a l  e l e c t i o n .  The a c c e p ta n c e  
o f th e  b ro a d e r  Tudor w orld  v iew  seem s to  have  ta k e n  p reced en ce  ov er
333ge e , f o r  exam ple, R o b e r ts o n 's  c h a p te r  on " P r o t e s ta n t  
O pin ion  on U su ry ,"  p p . 111-132 .
334pe R oover, " S c h o la s t ic  Econom ics: S u rv iv a l  and L a s tin g  
In f lu e n c e  . . p . 183 . See a l s o  De R o o v e r 's  a r t i c l e  on "G erard  
de M alynes a s  an  Economic W r ite r :  From S c h o la s t ic is m  to  M e rc a n ti l is m ,"  
p u b lish e d  posthum ously  i n  h i s  B u s in e s s , B ank ing , and Economic Thought 
in  L a te  M edieval and E a r ly  Modern E u ro p e , J u l i u s  K ir s h n e r , e d . ,  
(C h icago : U n iv e r s i ty  o f  C hicago P r e s s ,  19 7 4 ).
^^^Robertson, p . 213.
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o th e r  te n d e n c ie s  in  s t r o n g ly  P r o t e s t a n t - o r i e n t e d  th o u g h t w hich 
m igh t have le a d  to  u n i l a t e r a l  a c c e p ta n c e  o r  r e j e c t i o n  o f  c a p i t a l i s m .  
As R o b ertso n  n o te s ,  tfWeber h a s  n o t p roved  t h a t  th e  P u r i ta n s  i n t r o ­
duced a  new econom ic e t h i c .  The P r o te s t a n t s  a s  w e l l  as th e  C a th o lic s  
spoke w ith  an am biguous v o ic e ." 33® Only when th e  P u r i t a n i c a l l y -  
o r ie n te d  th in k e r s  began to  d i s r u p t  th e  Tudor s o c i a l  o rd e r  w ere th ey  
t r u l y  c o n s id e re d  r e v o lu t io n a r y ;  and th e y  w ere  th e n  l i k e l y  to  s u f f e r  
th e  consequences o f  t h e i r  b e l i e f s  and a c t io n s  a t  th e  hands o f  th o s e  
who w ere in  many ways sy m p a th e tic  to  t h e i r  econom ic th o u g h t.  Thus 
H a les  found h im s e lf  l i t e r a l l y  " ra c k e d "  by Thomas Wilson.^37
When th e  Tudor v iew  o f  o rd e r  was abandoned , o r  s p l i t  a p a r t ,  
r e l i g i o u s ,  p o l i t i c a l ,  and econom ic s e c t s  w ere  l e f t ,  p e rh a p s  f o r  th e  
f i r s t  t im e , w ith  th e  id e a  t h a t  th e y  w ere  i n  a  f a t e f u l  s t r u g g le  f o r  
c o n t r o l  o f  th e  commonwealth, o p p o sin g  r i v a l  s e c t s  t h a t  had  e n t i r e l y  
d i f f e r e n t  id e a s  a b o u t th e  o rg a n iz a t io n  and p u rp o se  o f human s o c ie ty  
h e re  on e a r t h .  A f te r  th e  E n g lish  c i v i l  w a r , when i t  became a p p a re n t 
t h a t  t o l e r a t i o n  was n e c e s s a ry  f o r  p u rp o se s  o f  s e c u r i t y  and p ro s ­
p e r i t y ,  th e  l im i t e d  a t te m p ts  by su ch  w r i t e r s  a s  P ope, S w if t and 
B o lin g b ro k e  to  r e i n s t a t e  some v iew  o f  u n iv e r s a l  o rd e r  w ere r e j e c t e d
3 3 6 I b i d . ,  p .  164.
33^See S ch m id t, "Thomas W ilso n , Tudor S c h o la r -S ta te s m a n ,"  
p . 211 n . See a l s o  E r ic  V o e g lin 's  c h a p te r  on "The G n o s tic  R evolu­
t i o n — The P u r i t a n  C a se ,"  i n  h i s  The New S c ie n ce  o f  P o l i t i c s , (C hicago: 
U n iv e r s i ty  o f  C hicago P r e s s ,  1 9 7 4 ), p p . 133-161 .
i n  fa v o r  o f  a  s p i r i t u a l  v e r s io n  o f  th e  W alpole p o l ic y  o f  q u ie ta  non 
m overe.
338<r0 be f a i r  i t  sh o u ld  h e  p o in te d  o u t t h a t  t h i s  v iew  would 
n o t have  b een  a c c e p te d , w ith o u t s i g n i f i c a n t  m o d if ic a t io n s ,  by 
R o b ertso n , who w ro te  t h a t ,  (p . 3 4 ) ,
" I t  i s  n o t t r u e ,  a s  to o  many w r i t e r s  nowadays s u g g e s t ,  t h a t  th e  
d i f f e r e n c e  betw een  th e  i n d i v i d u a l i s t  scheme o f  l i f e  and th e  t y p i c a l  
m ed iev a l o r  th e  t y p i c a l  s o c i a l i s t  schem e o f  l i f e  i s  t h a t  th e  i n d i v i ­
d u a l i s t  h a s  no s o c i a l  i d e a l s  w h ile  th e  o th e r s  h a v e . What i s  t r u e  i s  
t h a t  th e  i n d i v i d u a l i s t  h a s  d i f f e r e n t  i d e a s . "
CHAPTER IV
THE MATTER OF MEANS
L e t i t  be a d m itte d  from  th e  o u t s e t ,  o p en ly  and w ith o u t 
r e s e r v a t io n ,  t h a t :
'P a r t i c u l a r  c o n c e p ts ' w ere 'im p e r f e c t ly  p e rc e iv e d  
and fo rm u la te d ' by th e  m e r c a n t i l i s t s , and i t  i s  d o u b tfu l  
t h a t  'a n y . . .g e n e r a l  c o n c e p tio n  o f  th e  econom ic p r o c e s s . . .  
was p r e s e n t  in  t h e i r  w r i t i n g s . '  W ith l i t t l e  o f  d e ta i l e d  
c o n c e p tio n s  and n o th in g  o f  g e n e r a l  p r o c e s s ,  m e r c a n t i l i s t  
th e o ry  would seem p r e t t y  em pty.
th e  m e r c a n t i l i s t s  d id  n o t f u l l y  comprehend th e  
w ork ings o f  th e  p r i c e  m echanism , and t h a t  th e y  la c k e d  an 
a d eq u a te  c o n c e p tio n  o f  e co n o m ic .. .p ro c e s s  and sy stem .
— 'Some m odern c o s m e n ta to rs , i n  th e  e x c e s se s  o f  t h e i r  
e n th u s ia sm , have  e x a g g e ra te d  th e  m e r c a n t i l i s t s ' i n t e l l e c t u a l  
s u b t l e t y ,  a n a ly t i c  a b i l i t y ,  and e m p ir ic a l  a c c u r a c y . '
'Some o f  th e  s ta te m e n ts  [o f  th e  m e r c a n t i l i s t s '  
d e f e n d e r s ] . . .a r e  d i f f i c u l t  to  r e c o n c i l e . '^39
A d m ittin g  a l l  o f  t h a t  i s  to  ad m it no more th a n  w hat George 
S t i g l e r  ask ed  h i s t o r i a n s  o f  econom ic th o u g h t to  concede in  h is  
c o n t r ib u t io n  t o  th e  f i r s t  volume o f  th e  H is to ry  o f  P o l i t i c a l  Economy.
3-^T aken from  W illiam  R. A l l e n 's  "R earguard  R esp o n se ,"  H is to ry  
o f  P o l i t i c a l  Economy. (1 9 7 3 ) , p p . 4 9 6 -497 . A lle n  was re sp o n d in g  to  
(and q u o tin g  from ) A.W. C o a ts ' a r t i c l e  i n  th e  same i s s u e  on "The 
I n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  M e r c a n t i l i s t  Econom ics: Some H is to r ig r a p h ic a l  
P ro b le m s."  C o a ts ,  in  t u r n ,  was commenting on A l l e n 's  a r t i c l e  on 
"Modern D efen d ers  o f  M e r c a n t i l i s t  T h e o ry ,"  H is to ry  o f  P o l i t i c a l  Economy. 
(1 9 7 0 ), p p . 381-397 . A l le n ,  w ith  C o ats  c o n c e d in g , a rgued  t h a t  th e  
m e r c a n t i l i s t s  had "no a d eq u a te  c o n c e p tio n  o f  econom ic o r d e r ,  p ro c e s s  and 
s y s te m ."  I  have  su g g e s te d  in  C h ap ter I I  t h a t  th e  Tudor w r i t e r s  d id  
have a  w e l l  d ev e lo p ed  id e a  o f  econom ic o r d e r ,  w hich  form ed a p a r t  o f  
t h e i r  g e n e r a l  c o n c e p tio n  o f  s o c i a l  and w o rld  o r d e r .
161
162
S t l g l e r  somehow e s t im a te d  p r e c i s e ly  t h a t
The odds a r e  30 to  1 t h a t  P igou  w i l l  be more h e lp f u l  
th a n  S e n io r  to  a  modern eco n o m ist i n t e r e s t e d  o n ly  in  
in c r e a s in g  th e  power o f  h i s  a p p a r a tu s ,  and 1 0 0  to  1  t h a t  
I r v in g  F is h e r  w i l l  be more h e lp f u l  th a n  a l l  th e  econom ics 
w r i t t e n  b e fo re  1600.340
I t  h as  n o t been  a p u rp o se  o f  t h i s  work to  defen d  th e  Tudor 
econom ic w r i t e r s  a g a in s t  th o s e  who have c r i t i c i z e d  t h e i r  in d iv id u a l  
a n a l y t i c a l  a b i l i t i e s ,  o r  ev en  a g a in s t  th o se  who would condemn, in  
g e n e r a l ,  th e  body o f  p o s i t i v e  a n a ly s i s  from  th e  m e r c a n t i l i s t  
p e r io d .  Very l i t t l e ,  i f  a n y th in g , h a s  been  su g g e s te d  t h a t  would ex ten d  
o r  m odify  Schum peter, Jo h n so n , Grampp, B ee r, and C h a lk 's  a p p r a i s a l s  
o f  th e  D isco u rse  o f  th e  Common W eal: M uchm ore^^ and De R o o v e r 's  
e v a lu a t io n  o f  De M alynes; Tawney and R o b e r ts o n 's  s tu d ie s  o f  W ilson and
340Qeorge j .  S t i g l e r ,  "Does Economics Have a U se fu l P a s t? ,"  
H is to ry  o f  P o l i t i c a l  Economy. (1 9 6 9 ) , p .  218. I t  sh o u ld  be n o ted  
t h a t  S t i g l e r  acknow ledges i n  th e  same a r t i c l e  (p . 223) t h a t  th e r e  i s  
a  need  f o r  s tu d ie s  w hich  exam ine th e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  betw een  " th e  
i n t e l l e c t u a l  c o n te n t  o f  a  s c ie n c e  and th e  o rg a n iz a t io n  and env ironm en t 
o f  th e  s c i e n t i s t s '  w o r ld ."  I n  t h a t ,  S t i g l e r  i s  o n ly  m aking th e  u s u a l 
c la im  t h a t  h i s t o r y  o f  th o u g h t muBt, a s  De Roover s a id  i n  h i s  a r t i c l e  
on "G erard  De M alynes a s  an Economic W r i t e r , "  (p . 3 6 6 ) , "n o t 
e x c l u s i v e l y . . .aw ard  p r i z e s  f o r  th e  'c o r r e c t '  s o l u t i o n ,  i f  th e r e  i s  
su ch  a  t h i n g ,  o f  t h i s  o r  t h a t  p ro b lem , b u t  to  s tu d y  th e  g e n e s is  o f  
id e a s  and th e  e v o lu t io n  o f  m e th o d s ."  O r, see  C o a ts ' l i s t  (p . 486) o f  
sev en  p o s s ib le  q u e s t io n s  f o r  h i s t o r i a n s  o f  th o u g h t to  exam ine.
341Lynn Muchmore, "G e rra rd  de M alynes and M e rc a n ti le  E conom ics,"  
H is to ry  o f  P o l i t i c a l  Economy. (1 9 6 9 ), 336-358 .
163
th e  more r e l i g i o u s - o r i e n t e d  Tudor w r i t e r s ;  De R o o v e r 's  work on
342 343Gresham; S .T . B in d o f f 's  comments on A rm strong; o r  even  any
o f  th e  rem arks made by th e  h i s t o r i a n s —in c lu d in g  Z e e v e ld , F erg u so n ,
and Jo n e s—on S ta rk e y , C row ley , H ales and th e  many m inor w r i t e r s  who
f i l l e d  th e  Tudor p e r io d  w ith  econom ic th o u g h t much more f u l l y  th a n  i s
g e n e r a l ly  re c o g n iz e d . W hile a  few o f  th e  w r i t e r s - - S i r  Thomas Sm ith
i n  p a r t ic u la r - - s h o w e d  g r e a t  p ro m ise , a s  econom ic a n a ly s t s  i n t e r e s t e d
sim p ly  in  m axim izing  n a t io n a l  income and w e a lth  o r  in  m axim izing th e
sum o f  th e  in d iv id u a l  E n g lish  s u b j e c t s ' u t i l i t y  fu n c t io n s  ta k e n  a s  a
g iv e n  p ie c e  o f  d a t a ,  th e  Tudor w r i t e r s  w e re , to  u se  A l l e n 's  p h ra s e ,
342 Most n o ta b ly ,  Raymond de R oover, Gresham on F o re ig n  E xchange:
An E ssay  on E a r ly  E n g l is h  M e rc a n tilism  w ith  th e  T ex t o f  S i r  Thomas 
G resham 1s Memorandum f o r  th e  U n d e rs tan d in g  o f  th e  E xchange,
(C am bridge, M a ssa c h u se tts :  H arvard  U n iv e r s i ty  P r e s s ,  1 9 4 9 ). Tims has 
n o t  been  k in d  to  G resham 's r e p u ta t io n  a s  an  econom ic th in k e r .  G resham 's 
"Law" h a s  lo n g  been  a t t r i b u t e d  to  e a r l i e r  w r i t e r s ,  and th e  Memorandum 
on exchange was n e v e r  a s  im p o r ta n t i n  th e  th e o ry  o f  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
exchange a s  th e  developm ent o f  th e  id e a  o f  th e  b a la n c e  o f  t r a d e ,  which 
began a round  1600. (See W.H. P r i c e ,  "The O r ig in  o f  th e  P h rase  
'B a lan ce  o f  T r a d e , '  Q u a r te r ly  J o u rn a l  o f  Econom ics. (1906) p p . 157-167 . 
I n  any c a s e ,  th e r e  i s  now a l s o  s e r i o u s ,  though  n o t c o n c lu s iv e ,  doub t 
c o n c e rn in g  G resham 's a u th o rs h ip  o f  th e  memorandum. See Mary Dewar,
"The Memorandum 'F o r  th e  U n d ers tan d in g  o f  th e  Exchange 1: I t s  
A u th o rsh ip  and D a tin g ,"  Economic H is to ry  R eview , 2nd s e r i e s ,  (1 9 6 5 ); 
and De R o o v e r 's  "G erard  De M alynes a s  an  Economic W r i t e r , "  p .  364.
De Roover (p p . 359-360) and Dewar a l s o  s u g g e s t  t h a t  S i r  F ra n c is  
Knowles was th e  a u th o r  o f  th e  1564 r e p o r t  o f  th e  R oyal Commission on 
th e  E xchanges. G resham , th e n ,  rem ain s  c l e a r l y  a s  a n  im p o r ta n t f ig u r e  
i n  E n g lis h  econom ic h i s t o r y ,  a s  th e  a u th o r  o f  s e v e r a l  l e t t e r s  to  p u b l ic  
f ig u r e s  on econom ic m a t t e r s ,  and a s  th e  m a jo r s u p p o r te r  o f  th e  f i r s t  
E n g lish  R oyal Exchange.
3 4 3 s .x . B in d o f f ,  "C lem ent A rm strong  and  H is T r e a t i s e s  o f  th e  
Comnonweal, "  Economic H is to ry  R eview . (1 9 4 4 ) , p p . 6 4 -7 3 .
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"n o t v e ry  a b l e . How s e r io u s ly  th e  Tudor w r i t e r s  th em se lv es  would
have ta k e n  such  a  c r i t i c i s m  to  be w i l l  b e  d is c u s s e d  in  th e  fo llo w in g  
c h a p te r .
H e re , s in c e  so much i s  b e in g  conceded w ith  r e g a rd  to  th e  s h o r t ­
com ings o f  th e  Tudor w r i t e r s  a s  econom ic a n a l y s t s ,  i t  w i l l  be u s e f u l  
to  rev iew  b r i e f l y  c u r r e n t  o p in io n  on th e  t a l e n t s  o f  th r e e  o f  th e  m ajo r 
w r i t e r s  from  th e  p e r io d ,  who c o n s id e re d  th e  m ost p r e s s in g  econom ic 
i s s u e s  o f  t h e i r  d ay . Then, some more b a s ic  p o in ts  ab o u t o u r p r e s e n t  
m ethod o f  e v a lu a t in g  Tudor econom ic th o u g h t w i l l  be c o n s id e re d .
The b e s t  Tudor economic a n a l y s i s ,  by near-unan im ous c o n s e n t ,  comes 
in  th e  D isco u rse  o f  th e  Common W eal. On t h i s  work th e r e  i s  s t i l l  no 
b e t t e r  e v a lu a t io n  th a n  th e  two p a ra g ra p h s  Schum peter d ev o ted  to  th e  
D isco u rse  i n  h i s  monumental H is to ry  o f  Economic A n a ly s is :
The D isco u rse  o f  th e  Common Weal c o n ta in s  th r e e  d ia lo g u e s  
t h a t  d e a l  w ith  a  w ide v a r i e t y  o f  t o p i c s .  The a u th o r  r e g r e t s  
’t h a t  younge s tu d e n te s  be a lw ayes o v e r h a s ty e  in  u t te ry n g e  
t h e i r e  Ju d g em en tes, '  and th e  'scysm e in  m a tte r  o f  r e ly g y e n ';  
recommends b e t t e r  t r a i n i n g  a l l  ro u n d , go ing  so f a r  as  to  
c o n s id e r  s u p e r io r i t y  in  'le r n y n g e ' a s  one o f  th e  re a so n s  
f o r  J u l iu s  C a e s a r 's  v i c to r y  o v e r  Pompey; condemns e n c lo s u re s  
i n  so f a r  as  th e y  tu r n  a r a b le  la n d  in to  p a s tu r e ;  c r i t i c i z e s  
th e  r i s i n g  b u s in e s s  c o rp o ra t io n s  and t h e i r  m o n o p o lis t ic  
p r a c t i c e s ; d isa p p ro v e s  o f  deb ased  c u rre n c y  and o f  i n f l a t i o n  
t h a t  h u r t s  p e o p le  whose incom es do n o t r e a c t  p ro p m tly , such  
a s  th e  l a b o r e r s ,  l a n d lo r d s ,  and even  th e  K in g 's  H ig h n ess ; 
recommends th e  f o s t e r in g  o f  young in d u s t r i e s  a s  w e l l  a s  th e  
a cc u m u la tio n  o f  a  m onetary  fund f o r  em erg en c ies  ( 's o d e y n e  
e v e n t e s ') —money b e in g  a s  i t  w ere a  's to r e h o u s e  o f  any 
com m odity ' and n e rv u s  b e l lo ru m ; does n o t  fa v o r  th e  e x p o r t  
o f  raw  m a te r i a l s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  o f  w ool; frow ns upon th e s e
^ ^ A l l e n ,  "R earguard  A c t io n ,"  p .  496 .
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' s t r a u n g e r s '  who s e l l  n o th in g  b u t f r iv o lo u s  s t u f f  t h a t  c o s ts  
them l i t t l e  though  th e  E n g lis h  pay  d e a r ly  f o r  I t ,  and buy 
I n  r e tu r n  good h o n e s t E n g lish  g o o d s , I f  Ind eed  th e y  do buy 
a n y th in g  and do n o t ta k e  'money c u r r e n t '  o u t r i g h t ,  w hich th e y  
p r e f e r  to  do o f  l a t e ;  f e e l s  t h a t  f o r e ig n  c o m n o d itie s  sh o u ld  
be ta x ed  so  t h a t  d o m estic  p ro d u c e rs  m igh t be a b le  to  com pete ; 
w ants to  see  th e  n a t i o n 's  money k e p t  i n  th e  c o u n try  and to  
r e c o v e r  t h a t  w hich h a s  a l r e a d y  l e f t  i t .  And so on .
From th e s e  I n d i c a t io n s ,  th e  r e a d e r  sh o u ld  be a b le  to  draw 
a p i c tu r e  o f  o u r a u th o r ’s econom ics. Of c o u rs e ,  i t  was 
p o p u la r - - p r e a n a ly t i c —econom ics. But m ost o f  i t  was sound 
common s e n s e .  The 'd o c to r*  o f  th e  d ia lo g u e  was e v id e n t ly  a  
th o ro u g h ly  re a s o n a b le  man and  n e v e r  s a id  a n y th in g  th a t  would 
seem a b su rd  to  th e  i n t e l l i g e n t  laym an o r  p o l i t i c i a n  
o f  to d a y . In  one r e s p e c t ,  hcw ev er, he was e s p e c ia l l y  
r e a s o n a b le  fo r  h i s  t im e . He d i s t r u s t e d  r e g u la t io n  l e s s  th a n  
d id  th e  l i b e r a l s  o f  th e  n in e te e n th  c e n tu ry  b u t more th a n  we 
do o u r s e lv e s .  He d id  n o t l i k e  co m p u ls io n . He w ished  to  work 
w ith  and n o t a g a in s t  th e  p r o f i t  m o tiv e , w hich he c o n s id e re d  
q u i t e  e s s e n t i a l .  M oreover, he som etim es saw below  th e  s u r fa c e  
o f  th in g s .  F o r in s t a n c e ,  he  saw q u i te  c o r r e c t ly  t h a t  th e  
encroachm ent o f  sheep  ru n s  upon th e  a r a b le  la n d  had much to  
do w ith  th e  p o l ic y  t h a t  aim ed a t  k e ep in g  w heat cheap by means 
o f  p r i c e  f ix in g  and e x p o r t  p r o h i b i t i o n s ,  and th u s  d e fe a te d  
i t s  p u rp o se  by a l t e r i n g  th e  r e l a t i v e  p r o f i t a b i l i t y  o f  w heat 
and wool p ro d u c t io n  in  fa v o r  o f  th e  l a t t e r .  T h is p ie c e  o f  
re a so n in g  (an a lo g a  o f  w hich  a r e  f r e q u e n t ly  met w ith  in  th e  
w r i t i n g s  o f  th e  C o n su lta n t A d m in is t r a to r s )  goes beyond 
th e  o b v io u s . I n  i t s  im p l i c a t io n s ,  i t  ap p ro ach es  th e  s t a t u s
o f  a n a l y t i c  w o r k .  ̂ 4-5
I t  sh o u ld  be added t h a t  i n  th e  1581 e d i t i o n  o f  th e  D is c o u r s e . 
a  b r i e f  s e c t io n  was added to  th e  "T h ird  D ia lo g u e"  w hich p r a is e d  th e  
E l iz a b e th a n  re c o in a g e  f o r  r e s t o r i n g  th e  f in e n e s s  o f  th e  E n g lish  
c u r r e n c y , and (p ro b ab ly  fo llo w in g  Bodin) s e t  down a s  th e  cau se  o f  
i n f l a t i o n  a f t e r  th e  re c o in a g e  th e  i n f l u x  o f  t r e a s u r e  from  th e  New 
W orld .
Jo seph  A. S chum peter, H is to ry  o f  Economic A n a ly s is , p p . 166- 
167 . S c h u m p e te r 's  em phasis i s  g iv e n .
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On th e  q u e s t io n  o f  u s u r y ,  th e  m ost Im p o rta n t Tudor work i s  
c l e a r l y  t h a t  o f  D r. Uiomas W ilson  who, a s  seen  e a r l i e r ,  was n o t one to  
ta k e  such  m a tte r s  l i g h t l y .  W ils o n 's  " a n a ly s i s "  i s  u s u a l ly  r e l i g i o u s ,  
and o n ly  i n c i d e n t a l l y  econom ic. The p re a c h e r  makes i t  o bv ious from 
th e  o u ts e t  o f  th e  d ia lo g u e  t h a t  he condemns any ag reem en t w hich 
p ro v id e s  f o r  c e r t a i n  g a in ,  ev en  i f  lo a n s  a r e  to  be made to  men o f  
h ig h e r  e s t a t e  who p la n  to  in v e s t  money (so  t h a t  b o th  p a r t i e s ,  th e  
bo rrow er and l e n d e r ,  m ig h t g a i n ) ,  t o  o ld  f a m i l ie s  t h a t  have f a l l e n  
on h a rd  tim es and need  money to  m a in ta in  t h e i r  e s t a t e ,  o r  even  to  
" p i t i f u l  c a s e s "  such  a s  widows o r  m inors  who have some f in a n c i a l  
c a p i t a l  b u t no o th e r  means o f  s u p p o r t .  In  th e  f i r s t  o f  th e s e  c a s e s ,  
i t  was c o n s id e re d  a c c e p ta b le  to  v e n tu re  money i n  a  p r o j e c t  i f  p o t e n t i a l  
lo s s e s  a s  w e l l  a s  g a in s  w ere to  be s h a re d ; i n  th e  sec o n d , lo a n s  a t  
h ig h  r a t e s  o f  i n t e r s t  w ere see n  a s  a  m ajo r cau se  o f  (n o t remedy f o r )  
th e  decay  o f  o ld  f a m i l i e s ;  and in  th e  t h i r d  c a s e ,  no im proper means w ere 
to  be u s e d , no m a t te r  how d e s i r a b le  th e  en d . I t  was c la im ed  t h a t  
u su ry  i n h i b i t s  c h a r i t y ,  and c h a r i t y  was com pared to  " s p i r i t u a l  u su ry "  
s in c e  w hat was f r e e l y  l e n t  to  th e  p o o r i n  t h i s  w o rld  would e a rn  
" i n t e r e s t "  in  th e  n e x t .  The m e rc h a n t, a s  n o te d  e a r l i e r ,  makes th e  
p o in t  t h a t  p r o h ib i t in g  i n t e r e s t  would le a d  t o  m assiv e  d e c l in e s  in  
in v e s tm e n t, and th u s  l e s s  employment and b u s in e s s  a c t i v i t y  i n  g e n e r a l .  
The p re a c h e r  r e p l i e s  t h a t  u s u ry  does n o t  prom ote a c t i v i t y ,  b u t r a t h e r  
le a d s  h o n e s t m e rch an ts  and b a n k e rs  who have been  engaged in  a c tu a l  
p ro d u c tio n  o r  in  r i s k y  com m ercial v e n tu re s  to  a  l i f e  o f  id le n e s s  and 
s u re  re w a rd , r e q u i r in g  no f u r t h e r  e f f o r t s  on t h e i r  own p a r t .  And
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b ecau se  o f  t h i s  id le n e s s  and th e  d i r e c t  c o s ts  o f  I n t e r e s t  paym ents, 
u su ry  le a d s  to  " d e a r th ,"  t o  h ig h e r  p r i c e s .  S i g n i f i c a n t l y ,  th e  m ajor 
p o l ic y  p ro p o s a l in  W ils o n 's  work was to  d e c la r e  and e n fo rc e  a  d e a th  
p e n a l ty  f o r  u s u r e r s ,  to  be f u r t h e r  su p p o rte d  by deny ing  u s u re r s  a l l  
co m fo rts  o f  th e  C hurch . However, th e  D isco u rse  i t s e l f  was som ething  
o f  a  p o l ic y  m eans, d e s ig n e d  to  le a d  a l l  men, a s  th e  law y er and 
m erchan t a r e  le a d  in  th e  t e x t ,  away from  u su ry  by t h r e a t ,  r e a s o n , 
and p r a y e r .
Not a l l  o f  th e  Tudor w r i t e r s  to o k  up th e  q u e s t io n  o f  u s u ry , 
and c e r t a i n l y  i n  p r a c t i c e  th e  p r o h ib i t io n s  a g a in s t  u su ry  w ere w eaken­
in g .  Under Edward VI and E l iz a b e th  ( i n  1571, by a c t  o f  P a r lia m e n t w ith  
o n ly  two v o te s - -o n e  o f  them W i l s o n 's - - d i s s e n t i n g ) , m o d era te  i n t e r e s t  
ta k in g  was made l e g a l .  tt io s e  t h a t  d id  w r i te  on u s u ry ,  how ever, a lm o st 
a lw ays w ro te  a g a in s t  i n t e r e s t  p ay m en ts , u s in g  argum ents v e ry  s im i l a r  
to  th o se  d e s c r ib e d  by W ilso n .
The m ost im p o r ta n t Tudor w r i t e r  on i s s u e s  o f  f o r e ig n  exchange was 
G erard  De M alynes. De M alynes, i t  i s  w e l l  known, h a s  n ev e r ranked  
h ig h ly  a s  an  econom ic a n a ly s t .  Hie c e n t r a l  and r e c u r r in g  theme o f  h is  
p o s i t i v e  th o u g h t was a p t ly  d e s c r ib e d  by S p ie g e l:
. . .w ith  th e  b l in d n e s s  and o b s t in a te n e s s  o f  a  f a n a t i c  b e l i e v e r  
in  c o n sp ira c y  t h e o r i e s ,  [M aly n es]c lo sed  h i s  ey es  to  th e  f a c t  
t h a t  f lu c tu a t io n s  o f  th e  exchange r a t e ,  w hich g iv e  r i s e  to  
s p e c ie  e x p o r t s ,  r e f l e c t  conxnercial o p e r a t io n s .  I n s t e a d ,  he  
a t t r i b u t e d  to  th e  b a n k e rs  th e  power to  m a n ip u la te  th e  r a t e  o f  
exchange f o r  th e  sak e  o f  t h e i r  own g a in ,  and he denounced 
them  a s  b e in g  r e s p o n s ib le  f o r  th e  o u tf lo w  o f  s p e c ie  accom pany­
in g  a  r i s i n g  f o r e ig n  ex ch an g e . T h is ,  to  h im , was 't h e
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e f f i c i e n t  cau se  o f  th e  d is e a s e  o f  th e  body p o l i t i c . ’3^
S p ie g e l 's  t r e a tm e n t o f  M alynes i s  i n  many ways a mean betw een 
th e  more se v e re  e v a lu a t io n  g iv e n  by Muchmore,  and th e  somewhat more 
fa v o ra b le  p i c tu r e  p a in te d  by De R oover. A l l  a g re e  t h a t  De Malynes* 
view  o f  u su ry  was s im i la r  to  t h a t  o f  Thomas W ilso n , a lth o u g h  De M alynes 
a d m itte d  t h a t  a  sudden p r o h ib i t io n  would in  f a c t  have s e r io u s  s h o r t  
ru n  econom ic co n seq u en ces . He th e r e f o r e  fa v o re d  a  p o l ic y  o f  g ra d u a l ly  
r e s t r i c t i n g  i n t e r e s t  paym ents. De M alynes a ls o  had some u n d e rs ta n d ­
in g  o f  th e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  betw een th e  e l a s t i c i t y  o f  demand f o r  E n g lish  
e x p o r ts  and th e  rev en u e  e f f e c t s  o f  p r i c e  changes o f  th o s e  p ro d u c ts .
I t  i s  n o t c l e a r ,  how ever, t h a t  he was even  c o n s i s t e n t  in  h i s  assum p­
t io n s  a b o u t how e l a s t i c  th e  demand f o r  th e s e  p ro d u c ts  t r u l y  w a s .3^
T h is  d is c u s s io n  o f  th e  p o s i t i v e  a n a ly s i s  o f  S m ith , W ilson  and 
De M alynes i s  n e i th e r  com prehensive n o r o r i g i n a l .  I t  s e rv e s  o n ly  to  
g iv e  some f la v o r  o f  th e  th o u g h t t h a t  was d i r e c te d  tow ard  some o f th e
3 ^ S p i e g e l ,  p p . 102-103 . S p ie g e l a l s o  p o in ts  o u t (p . 101) t h a t ,  
" [M aly n es ' ] i d e a l  was an  o r d e r ly ,  s t a t i c ,  and w e ll  r e g u la te d  econom ic 
u n iv e r s e ,  i n  w hich  th e  d e s i r e  f o r  g a in  was alw ays to  be r e s t r a i n e d  by 
p u b l ic  p o l i c y . "  S e e  a l s o  S ch u m p e te r 's  H is to ry  o f  A n a ly s is . p .  344 , 
w here De M alynes ' p ro p o s a ls  f o r  h ig h e r  im p o rt d u t i e s ,  p r o h ib i t io n  o f  
b u l l io n  e x p o r ta t io n ,  th e  s t a p l e  sy s te m , and r e s u r e c t io n  o f  th e  O f f ic e  
o f  R oyal Exchange a re  s a id  to  r e f l e c t  "more s e r io u s  th e o ry  th a n  h a s  
b een  a d m i t t e d . . . . "
347 See Muchmore, pp. 3 3 7 f f .
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m ajo r econom ic i s s u e s  o f  th e  Tudor p e r io d .  I t  h a s  been  re a so n a b ly  
a rg u ed  by many t h a t  an  e x te n s iv e  d is c u s s io n  o f  th e  p o s i t i v e  th o u g h t from  
th e  Tudor p e r io d  would be p o i n t l e s s ,  o r  a t  b e s t  a n t iq u a r ia n  in  n a tu r e .  
Even i n  t h i s  c h a p te r  on a n a ly s i s - - o n  m eans—i t  i s  n o t th e  p u rp o se  o f  
t h i s  s tu d y  to  d ev e lo p  a  lo n g  c a ta lo g u e  o f  th e  a n a l y t i c a l  id e a s  and 
p o l ic y  recom m endations o f  th e  Tudor w r i t e r s .
The m ajo r i s s u e  in  t h i s  c h a p te r  i s  to  examine b r i e f l y  how th e  
d is c u s s io n  o f  th e  g u id in g  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  Tudor econom ic th o u g h t w hich 
h a s  gone b e fo re  makes i t  p o s s ib le  to  have som eth ing  to  say  a b o u t many 
p a ssa g e s  in  th e  p rim ary  l i t e r a t u r e  w hich  have been  g e n e r a l ly  n e g le c te d  
i n  e a r l i e r  s t u d i e s ,  and to  see  how, b ased  on th e  s o le  c r i t e r i o n  o f 
i n t e r n a l  c o n s is te n c y  w ith  th e  s t a t e d  ends o f  Tudor econom ic th o u g h t,  
th e  p o s i t i v e  th o u g h t o f  th e  p e r io d  d e se rv e s  h ig h e r  m arks th a n  i t  
g e n e r a l ly  r e c e i v e s .
Some a t t e n t i o n  h a s ,  i n  f a c t ,  b een  g iv e n  to  t h i s  i s s u e  by  e a r l i e r  
h i s t o r i a n s  o f  econom ic th o u g h t.  I n  th e  l a t e  n in e te e n th  c e n tu r y ,  f o r  
exam ple , Dean Cunningham p o in te d  o u t  t h a t  much o f  th e  m a te r ia l  in  
m e r c a n t i l i s t  l i t e r a t u r e  s t r e s s i n g  th e  d e s i r a b i l i t y  o f  a ccu m u la tin g  
b u l l i o n  i s  d e f e n s ib le  i f  we ta k e  s e r io u s ly  th e  id e a  t h a t  t r e a s u r e  was 
c o n s id e re d  i n  m ost o f  th e  m e r c a n t i l i s t  p e r io d  th e  n e rv i  b e l lo r u m ,- - th e  
sin ew s o f  w a r . **48 T h is  id e a  im p lie d  t h a t  th e  p ru d e n t r u l e r  would 
m a in ta in  an  a d eq u a te  s to c k  o f  p re c io u s  m e ta ls  to  pay f o r  a rm s, s o l d i e r s ,
■*^®Cunningham, I I ,  p . 2 .
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m e rc e n a r ie s ,  a rm adas, and o th e r  such  t o o l s  o f  th e  s ix te e n th  c e n tu ry  
t r a d e  o f  k in g s h ip ,  and n o t w a i t  f o r  an  in v a d in g  army o r  squad ron  to  
a p p e a r  a t  th e  p a la c e  g a te  b e fo re  r e q u e s t in g  a  new ta x  from  P a r lia m e n t o r  
th e  A ssem bly.
S m ith , A rm strong and De M alynes a l l  u sed  th e  te rm  n e rv i
b e llo ru m . b u t  th e  g e n e r a l  Id e a  t h a t  d e fe n se  i s  p r e f e r a b le  t o  o p u le n c e ,
w ith  w hich  Adam Sm ith defen d ed  th e  N a v ig a tio n  A cts  o f  th e  s e v e n te e n th  
349c e n tu r y ,  was w id e ly  u n d e rs to o d  and a c c e p te d  by th e  Tudor w r i t e r s .
As a  m a t te r  o f  econom ic h i s t o r y  th e r e  w e re , o f  c o u rs e ,  Tudor v e rs io n s
o f  n a v ig a t io n  a c t s .  B ut w hat i s  more im p o r ta n t h e re  i s  t h a t  th e  id e a
b e h in d  such  a c t s  was c l e a r l y  u n d e rs to o d  even  by some o f  th e  e a r ly  Tudor
w r i t e r s .  S ta rk e y , f o r  exam ple, w anted  to  t r a i n  E n g lish  y o u th s  in
f e a t s  o f  a rm s, " th e  w hich  among th e  Romans was a  common th in g ,  and y e t
350i s  o b se rv ed  among th e  S w iss" ; b u t he  a l s o  p ro p o sed  t h a t  in  
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  t r a d e ,  " . . . o u r  own m erch an ts  sh o u ld  c a r r y  o u t and b r in g  
i n  w ith  o u r own v e s s e l s ,  and n o t u se  th e  s t r a n g e r s  s h ip s  as  th e y  do
351
now; by th e  re a s o n  w here o f  o u r own m a r in e rs  o f te n  tim e s  l i e  i d l e . "  
H itch co ck  was even  more e x p l i c i t  i n  c la im in g  t h a t  h i s  p ro p o sed  f i s h in g  
v i l l a g e s  would p ro v id e
349Adam S m ith , An In q u r iv  i n t o  th e  N a tu re  and C auses o f  th e  
W ealth  o f  N a tio n s  (New York: Modern L ib r a r y ,  1 9 3 7 ), p .  431.
3 5 0 g ta rk e y , p .  161 .
35 1 l b i d . ,  p. 174.
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N ine th o u san d  m a rin e rs  more th a n  now p r e s e n t ly  
th e r e  i s ,  to  s e rv e  in  Her M a je s ty 's  sh ip s  a t  a l l  t im e s ,  
i f  need  b e . . . .T h e  towns b o rd e r in g  on th e  s e a  c o a s t s ,  now 
i n  r u in s  and v o id  o f  E n g lish  i n h a b i t a n t s ,  to  be p eo p led  
and in h a b i te d  by Her M a je s ty 's  own p e c u l i a r  s u b je c t s ;  to  
th e  g r e a t  s t r e n g th  o f  t h i s  re a lm , and t e r r o r  o f  th e  enem y.^52
O th e r th a n  th e  c o n c e s s io n  t h a t  some p r o t e c t i o n i s t  m easures 
may be j u s t i f i e d  by su ch  "non-econom ic" c o n ce rn s  a s  n a t io n a l  d e fe n s e , 
v e ry  l i t t l e  h a s  b een  w r i t t e n  t h a t  e v a lu a te s  Tudor p o s i t i v e  econom ic 
th o u g h t i n  te rm s o f  i t s  c o n s is te n c y  w ith  any  g u id in g  p r i n c i p l e s  such 
a s  th o s e  su g g e s te d  i n  th e  p re c e d in g  c h a p te r s . The m ajo r e x c e p t io n  
i s  in  th e  v e ry  b ro ad  a r e a  o f  s o c i a l  t h e o r i e s  o f  income d i s t r i b u t i o n .  
The Tudor id e a s  t h a t  p e o p le  sh o u ld  r e c e iv e  and spend  incom es " a c c o rd ­
in g  to  t h e i r  d e g re e "  have b een  p a r t i a l l y  s e t  above th e  co m p lia n ts  t h a t  
m odern eco n o m ists  m igh t te n d  to  make c o n c e rn in g  th e  e x p ec te d  f a i l u r e  
o f  th e  Tudor sy stem  t o  p ro v id e  f o r  a  m o b ile  la b o r  f o r c e  th ro u g h  
econom ic in c e n t iv e s  (w ages) w hich  ap p ro x im a ted  th e  v a lu e  o f  in d iv id u a l  
w o rk e rs ' m a rg in a l p r o d u c ts .  W.E. M in ch in to n  n o te d  t h a t
I n  d is c u s s io n s  o f  th e  s ix t e e n th  c e n tu ry  i t  i s  now 
g e n e r a l ly  a g re ed  t h a t  Tudor governm ents w ere more co ncerned  
t o  r e g u la t e  in d u s t r y  i n  th e  name o f  p u b l ic  o rd e r  th a n  to  
e s t a b l i s h  any u n i f i e d  s e t  o f  econom ic o b je c t iv e s .  . . . I n  such  
an  o rd e re d  s o c ie ty  th e  r e g u la t i o n  o f  wages h as  i t s  p la c e .
Tawney su g g e s te d  much th e  same th in g  in  1913:
352aepr i n te d  i n  A rb e r , I I . ,  p p . 1 4 1 -1 4 2 .
^ ^ W a l te r  E . M in ch in to n , 'Wage R e g lu a tio n  i n  P r e - I n d u s t r i a l  
E n g la n d ,"  i n  th e  book e d i t e d  by  M in ch in to n  w ith  th e  same t i t l e ,  (New 
Y ork: B arnes and N o b le , 1 9 7 2 ), p .  27 .
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. . .a  f u l l e r  a p p r e c ia t io n  o f  th e  o b je c t s  and concep­
t io n s  o f  th e  s ta te sm e n  o f  th e  s ix t e e n th  and e a r l y  s e v e n te e n th  
c e n tu r ie s  h a s  m o d if ied  th e  s ta n d p o in t  from  w hich t h e i r  
econom ic p o l ic y  I s  r e g a rd e d . The age o f  'Tudor d e sp o tism ' I s  
no lo n g e r  c o n t r a s te d  w ith  t h a t  o f  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  governm ent 
a s  d a rk n e ss  w ith  l i g h t .  I t s  te n d e n c ie s  a r e  seen  to  have  
b een  i n  some r e s p e c t s  p o p u la r ,  and i t s  a t t e n t i o n  to  th e  
a d m in is t r a t iv e  s u p e r v is io n  o f  econom ic c o n d it io n s  i s  c o n g e n ia l 
to  modern h i s t o r i a n s ,  who a re  c o n s ta n t ly  c o n fro n te d  in  t h e i r  
own age w ith  th e  ta s k  o f  s e c u r in g  w hat Tudor s ta te sm e n  c a l le d  
'good o r d e r '  i n  i n d u s t r i a l  m a t te r s .  I n  p a r t i c u l a r  i t  i s  
r e a l i z e d  t h a t  th e  a sse ssm e n t o f  wages can n o t be t r e a t e d ,  
in  th e  manner o f  [ J .E .T .]  R o g ers , a s  th ough  i t  w ere som ething  
u n iq u e , in s te a d  o f  b e in g ,  w hat i t  r e a l l y  w as, one p a r t  o f  ^ . 
th e  a b s o lu te  m on arch y 's  g e n e ra l  sy stem  o f  econom ic r e g u la t io n .
In  a  more a b s t r a c t  p a s s a g e , I r v in g  K r i s t o l  h a s  ag reed  t h a t  in  
a t r a d i t i o n a l l y  o rd e re d  s o c i e ty ,  " . . . y o u  d id  n o t need  a  f r e e  m arket 
o r  a  f r e e  s o c ie ty  to  m axim ize in d iv id u a l  h a p p in e s s . . . ;  "355 an(j t h a t
Even the  v e ry  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  in d iv id u a l  o p p o r tu n i ty  and 
s o c i a l  m o b i l i t y ,  w hich o r i g i n a l l y  made th e  b o u r g e o i s - l ib e r a l  
id e a  so  a t t r a c t i v e ,  end u p --o n ce  th e  s p i r i t  o f  r e l i g i o n  i s  
w eakened—by c r e a t in g  an  enormous p rob lem  f o r  b o u rg e o is  
s o c i e ty .  T h is  i s  th e  p rob lem  o f  p u b l ic ly  e s t a b l i s h in g  an 
a c c e p ta b le  s e t  o f  r u l e s  o f  d i s t r i b u t i v e  j u s t i c e . 356
In  a n o th e r  a r t i c l e ,  K r i s t o l  n o te d  t h a t
A d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  income a c c o rd in g  to  o n e 's  c o n t r ib u t io n  
to  th e  s o c i e t y - - t o  th e  'common g o o d '- - r e q u i r e s  t h a t  t h i s  
s o c ie ty  have a  p o w erfu l consensus as  to  w hat th e  'common good ' 
i s ,  and t h a t  i t  a l s o  have i n s t i t u t i o n s  w ith  th e  a u th o r i t y  to  
g iv e  s p e c i f i c  m eaning and a p p l i c a t io n  t o  t h i s  con sen su s  on
3^^R.H. Tawney, "The A ssessm ent o f  Wages in  England by th e  
J u s t i c e s  o f  th e  P e a c e ,"  r e p r in te d  i n  M in ch in to n , p .  4 1 .
3 5 5 x rv in g  K r i s t o l ,  " C a p ita l is m , S o c ia l is m , and N ih i l i s m ,"  
P u b lic  I n t e r e s t . (1 9 7 3 ) , p .  6 .
•*̂ Ib id . . p. 11.
173
a l l  o c c a s io n s . Now* when you have such  a c o n se n su s , and 
su ch  a u t h o r i t a t i v e  i n s t i t u t i o n s *  you do n o t h a v e —can n o t 
h a v e - -a  l i b e r a l  s o c ie ty  a s  we u n d e rs ta n d  i t .  I t  can  c e r t a i n l y  
be a  good s o c ie ty  ( i f  th e  v a lu e s  b eh in d  th e  consensus a re  
g o o d ); b u t i t  w i l l  n o t be a  l i b e r a l  s o c ie ty .  The a u t h o r i t i e s  
w hich  r e p r e s e n t  th e  common good* and  w hich  d i s t r i b u t e  income 
i n  a cco rd an ce  w ith  t h e i r  c o n c e p tio n  o f  th e  common good , w i l l - -  
w ith  a  c l e a r  c o n sc ie n c e —s u r e ly  d is c r im in a te  a g a in s t  th o s e  
who a re  su b v e rs iv e  o f  t h i s  ’common g o o d . 1 They may, i f  th e y  
a r e  b roadm inded , t o l e r a t e  d i s s i d e n t s ;  b u t  th e y  w i l l  n ev e r 
concede to  them  e q u a l r i g h t s —even  i f  e q u a l i ty  i s  a  prim e 
s o c i a l  v a lu e .  The d i s s i d e n t s ,  a f t e r  a l l *  may be th o s e  who 
b e l ie v e  i n  in e q u a l i ty
I n  sum and i n  s h o r t ;  th e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  income under 
l i b e r a l  c a p i t a l i s m  i s  ' f a i r '  i f —and o n ly  i f —you th in k  th a t  
l i b e r t y  is *  o r  o u g h t to  b e .  th e  m ost im p o r ta n t p o l i t i c a l  
v a lu e .  I f  n o t ,  th e n  n o t . 3 3 8
T h is  w i l l  no t*  o f  co u rse*  ex cu se  a l l  p a s sa g e s  i n  th e  Tudor 
l i t e r a t u r e  w hich so u g h t to  in c r e a s e  o r  m a in ta in  r e tu r n s  t o  some occupa 
t i o n s  w h ile  r e s t r i c t i n g  and l im i t i n g  ex p an s io n  i n  o th e r s .  Nor w i l l  
a p p e a ls  to  n a t io n a l  s e c u r i t y  e v e r  j u s t i f y  a l l  o f  th e  p ro p o s a ls  made 
f o r  e x te n d in g  p r o t e c t iv e  t a r i f f s  and q u o tas*  i n  e i t h e r  th e  s ix te e n th  
o r  th e  tw e n t ie th  c e n tu r i e s .  S t i l l ,  th e  ten d en cy  h a s  been  to  u n ifo rm ly  
condemn a l l  m e r c a n t i l i s t  a n a ly s i s  i n  th e s e  a re a s*  w ith o u t  making any 
a llo w a n c e s  f o r  th e  '’e x te n u a t in g "  n a tu re  o f  th e  s t a t e d  ends o f  some o f  
th e  w r i t e r s  from  th e  p r e - c l a s s i c a l  p e r io d .  T hat te n d en c y  h a s  n o t
- ^ I r v in g  K r i s to l*  'M hat I s  'S o c ia l  J u s t i c e , 1" The W all S t r e e t  
J o u r n a l . A ugust 1 2 , 1976; r e p r in t e d  by th e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  I n s t i t u t e  f o r  
Economic R e se a rc h , R e p r in t  P ap e r 4 ,  (Los A n g e les : 1 9 7 7 ), e n t i t l e d  Two 
E ssay s  on Income D i s t r i b u t io n  and th e  Open S o c ie ty ,  p . 6 .
358I b id . .  p . 7 .
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g r e a t l y  d i s t o r t e d  th e  p i c tu r e  t h a t  m ost e co n o m ists  would draw o f  th e  
u s e f u ln e s s  o f  Tudor econom ic th o u g h t to  th o s e  I n t e r e s t e d  o n ly  In  
im proving  th e  power o f  t h e i r  a n a l y t i c a l  a p p a r a tu s ;  b u t  a s  S t i g l e r  h a s  
t o ld  u s ,  t h a t  q u e s t io n  was n e v e r i n  any g r e a t  d o u b t. What h a s  happened 
i s  t h a t  o u r  h i s t o r i c a l  p i c t u r e  o f  th e  a n a l y t i c a l  a b i l i t i e s  o f  th e  Tudor 
w r i t e r s  h a s  become somewhat i n a c c u r a te ,  e r r i n g  on th e  s id e  o f  o v e r ­
s e v e r i t y ;  a n d , more im p o r ta n t ly ,  th e  im proper b a s is  o f  th e  p o o r m arks 
g iv e n  to  th e  Tudor w r i t e r s  in  a re a s  o f  p o s i t i v e  a n a ly s is  h a s  made i t  
e x c u sa b le  to  e i t h e r  ig n o r e ,  o r  a c c e p t  g ro s s  d i s t o r t i o n s  o f ,  th e  Tudor 
w r i t e r s '  id e a s  on th e  ends o f  econom ic th o u g h t ,  and t h e i r  accom panying 
id e a s  on th e  a p p r o p r ia te  m ethodology o f  econom ic th o u g h t. T h is second  
p o in t  r e p r e s e n ts  an  im p o r ta n t v i o l a t i o n  o f  th e  p ro p e r  ta s k s  o f  h i s t o r i a n s  
o f  econom ic th o u g h t ,  as  s e t  down by such  a u t h o r i t i e s  a s  S t i g l e r  and 
De R o o v er.^ "^
Some a d d i t i o n a l ,  though  r e l a t i v e l y  m inor p o in ts  may be made 
c o n ce rn in g  Tudor p o s i t i v e  a n a ly s i s  once th e  ends o f  th e  w r i t e r s  have 
b een  c o n s id e re d . F i r s t ,  a s  De Roover and R o b e r tso n  have p o in te d  o u t ,  
b ecau se  th e  ends o f  Tudor th o u g h t w ere i n  many e s s e n t i a l  p o in ts  s im i la r  
to  and c o m p a tib le  w ith  th e  ends o f  m ed iev a l th o u g h t,  some key  a re a s  o f  
a n a ly s i s  w ere changed v e ry  l i t t l e  by th e  Tudor w r i t e r s .  Commenting 
on th e  c o n t in u a t io n  o f  t r a d i t i o n a l  a t t i t u d e s  tow ard  u su ry  i n  s ix te e n th  
c e n tu ry  E n g lan d , R o b ertso n  n o te s  t h a t
359See # a t n> 3 3 9  above.
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I t  was no p a r t  o f  th e  s o c i a l  p o l ic y  o f  any o f  th e  
P r o te s ta n t  C hurches In  E ngland to  s e c u re  th e  r i g h t  o f  ta k in g  
payment f o r  a  lo a n . E n g l is h  P r o te s ta n t i s m ,  to  w hich  s u p p o r te rs  
o f  th e  P r o te s t a n t  “  c a p i t a l i s t  e q u a tio n  a t t a c h  so  much im p o rtan c e , 
was v e ry  slow  to  s a n c t io n  th e  fu n d am en ta l c o n d i t io n  o f  a  w ho le­
h e a r te d ly  c a p i t a l i s t i c  o rg a n iz a t io n  o f  s o c ie ty - - f re e d o m  in  
th e  d is p o s a l  o f  c a p i t a l —on w hich th e  c r e d i t  sy stem  depends.
I t  can n o t be c la im ed  t h a t  P r o te s ta n t i s m , f o r  good o r  fo r  
i l l ,  b ro u g h t a b o u t any  sudden change in  th e  C h r i s t i a n  a t t i t u d e  
tow ards u s u ry . I t  was n o t an  in d iv id u a l i s in g  movement w hich 
p re te n d e d  to  make th e  u s u ry  q u e s tio n  a  p e r s o n a l  o n e .361
De Roover p o in te d  o u t t h a t ,  a lth o u g h  th e  e a r l y  m e r c a n t i l i s t
w r i t e r s  p la c e d  " g r e a te r  r e l i a n c e  on m ech an ica l c a u s a t io n " 3**̂  th a n  th e
363S c h o la s t i c s ,  and even  made "v e ry  slow " p ro g re s s  i n  d e v e lo p in g  t h e i r  
a n a l y t i c a l  t o o l s ,  th e y  had  " l i t t l e  i n t e r e s t  i n  p r i c e  th e o r y ,"  and o f te n  
"o n ly  re p e a te d  a  d o c t r in e  g e n e r a l ly  a c c e p te d  b y [ th e ii3  S c h o la s t ic  
p r e d e c e s s o r s . "3^
The Tudor im p e r ia l  them e, w hich  was e s s e n t i a l l y  a  c o n t in u a t io n  
o f  a  m ed iev a l id e a ,  s i m i l a r l y  le d  to  no fu n d a m e n ta lly  new q u e s t io n s  o f  
a n a l y s i s ,  b u t  o n ly  to  m o d if ic a t io n s  w hich  made n a t io n a l  r u l e r s  r e s p o n s i ­
b le  f o r  d u t ie s  fo rm e r ly  h e ld  by th e  Pope o r  th e  C h r i s t i a n  E m perors.
New form s o f  a n a ly s i s  and new p o l ic y  p ro p o s a ls  w ere u s u a l ly  
dev e lo p ed  i n  s ix te e n th  c e n tu r y  th o u g h t w here R e n a is s a n c e -o r ie n te d
3 6 0 R o b e r tso n , p .  127.
3 ^ I b i d . . p . 131.
3 ®3De R oover, "G erard  De M alynes a s  an  Economic W r i t e r , "  p .  366.
3 6 3 I b i d . .  p .  358.
364I b id . .  p . 351 .
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g u id in g  p r in c ip l e s  re p la c e d  m ed iev a l e n d s . In  E n g lan d , t h i s  o n ly  
a f f e c t e d  some o f  th e  l e s s e r  g u id in g  p r i n c i p l e s ,  and n o t th e  o v e r a l l  
view  o f  s o c ia l  o rd e r  t h a t  l a i d  b eh in d  th e  id e a  o f  th e  G rea t C hain o f  
B eing . But th e  r e v i s io n s  w hich w ere made d id  change th e  Tudor w r i t e r s '  
u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f  many b a s ic  econom ic p ro b lem s, and o f te n  le d  w r i t e r s  to  
s u g g e s t t h a t  d i r e c t  p o l ic y  m easures c o u ld  and sh o u ld  be dev elo p ed  by 
gov ern m en ta l b o d ie s .  P o v e r ty , f o r  exam ple, in s te a d  o f a  c ro s s  t h a t  m ost 
men w ere e x p e c te d  to  b e a r  p a t i e n t l y ,  was seen  even  by such  w r i t e r s  as  
De M alynes and S ta rk e y  as  a d an g er to  th e  s o u l .  S ta rk e y  w ro te  t h a t
. . . th o u g h  i t  be so t h a t  man, b e in g  h e re  i n  t h i s  l i f e  
p r e s e n t  t ro u b le d  w ith  a l l  w o r ld ly  a d v e r s i t y ,  may u n d o u b te d ly , 
by  p a t i e n t  s u f f r a n e e  o f  th e  sam e, i n  th e  l i f e  h e r e a f t e r  
a t t a i n  t o  th e  m ost h ig h  f e l i c i t y ,  y e t ,  s e e in g  t h a t  by no 
w o r ld ly  p r o s p e r i ty  he  i s  e x c lu d ed  from  th e  sam e, i t  may n o t 
be  doubted  b u t t h a t  th e  m ost p ro sp e ro u s  s t a t e  o f  man s t a n d s . ,  
i n  th e  v i r t u e s  o f  th e  mind co u p led  w ith  w o rld ly  p r o s p e r i t y .
To f i g h t  p o v e r ty ,  m onarchs w ere ask ed  to  d ev e lo p  employment program s
and f in d  new means o f  expand ing  and d i r e c t i n g  c h a r i t y .  De M alynes '
w e ll  known s u g g e s t io n  t h a t  lo w -d en o m in a tio n  co p p er c o in s  be m in ted  to
in c r e a s e  a lm sg iv in g  was a p p a r e n t ly  t r i e d  on a v e ry  l im i t e d  s c a l e ,  b u t
found w a n tin g .
In  e v e ry  in s ta n c e  w here new form s o f  in d iv id u a l  a c t i v i t y  were 
prom oted  o r  even  t o l e r a t e d ,  changes i n  th e  m ethods o f  a n a ly s is  
d e v e lo p e d , though o f te n  v e ry  s lo w ly . Sm ith and H itch co ck  to o k  s e l f -  
i n t e r e s t  n o t  o n ly  a s  a  g iv e n  f a c t  o f  n a tu r e ,  b u t a l s o  as a  to o l  to  
be used in  g u id in g  m en 's  a c t i v i t y  tow ard  d e s i r a b le  s o c i a l  ou tcom es, and
^ ^ S ta r k e y , pp. 4 3 -4 4 .
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a s  a  k e y s to n e  in  t h e i r  m ost famous p o l ic y  p r o p o s a ls .  C e r ta in ly  th e
Tudor w r i t e r s  s t i l l  saw t h a t  "Overmuch re g a rd  o f  p r iv a t e  w e a l, p le a s u re
and p r o f i t  i s  th e  m a n ife s t  d e s t r u c t io n  o f  a l l  good, p u b l ic  and j u s t
common p o l i c y . "366 a s  R o b ertso n  p o in ts  o u t ,  i n  d is c u s s in g  such
b a s ic  co n cep ts  as m arket s t r u c t u r e s ,  " I t  was n o t from  g re e d  th a t  th e
new in d iv id u a l is m  a t ta c k e d  th e  r e s t r i c t i o n s  on f o r e s t a l l i n g  and
r e g r a t in g .  I t  was because  i t  b e l ie v e d  t h a t  f r e e  c o m p e tit io n  would
367se e  th e  m arket b e t t e r  and more c h ea p ly  s u p p l ie d ."
P o l i c i e s  d es ig n ed  to  in c r e a s e  p ro d u c tio n  and consum ption
o p p o r tu n i t i e s  and expand th e  economy o f  c o m fo r t, d e l i g h t ,  and d i v e r s i t y
w ere condoned by a l l  b u t th e  m ost P u r i t a n - l i k e  Tudor w r i t e r s .  A pproved,
th a t  i s ,  so  lo n g  as  S i r  John C h ek e 's  w a rn in g , "For w hat i s  u n o rd e re d
p le n t y ,  b u t a  w a s te f u l  s p o i l ,  w hereof th e  in c o n v en ien c e  i s  so  g r e a t . . . ,
and b r in g s  in  more h a rd n e ss  o f  l i v i n g ,  g r e a te r  d e a r th  o f  a l l  t h in g s ,  and
368o c c a s io n s  many cau se s  o f  d is e a s e ? "  was rem em bered. And so Sm ith 
recommended t h a t  c o rp o ra te  and g u i ld  r e s t r i c t i o n s  on newcomers and even 
" f o r e ig n e r s "  sh o u ld  be suspended  so t h a t ,  "when a  s in g u la r  good workman 
i n  any m y ste ry  com es, w hich by h i s  good know ledge m igh t b o th  i n s t r u c t  
them  o f  th e  tow n, b e in g  o f th e  same f a c u l t y ,  and a ls o  b r in g  in to  th e  
town much commodity b e s id e . . . . " 3 6 9  some c a s e s ,  Sm ith f e l t  i t
•^^Ibid., p, 65.
36 7 R o b ertso n , P* 212.
368(;heke, r e p r in te d  in  H o lin sh e d , I I I . ,  p .  999 .
3 6 9 sm ith , A D isco u rse  o f  th e  Common W eal, D ew ar's  e d i t i o n ,  p .
125.
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was even  w o rth w h ile  to  lu r e  s k i l l e d  c ra f tsm e n  in to  d ecay in g  towns b y ,
" o f f e r in g  them  t h e i r  freedom , y e a ,  t h e i r  house  r e n t  f r e e  o r  some s to c k
370l e n t  them  o f  th e  common s to c k  o f  such  to w n s ."
The Tudor w r i t e r s  g e n e r a l ly  p r e f e r r e d  th e  a c t i v e  l i f e  to  th e  
l i f e  o f  p u re  c o n te m p la tio n , w ith  th e  p ro p e r  c o u rse  betw een an ex trem e 
ad h eren ce  to  e i t h e r  p o s i t i o n  l ik e n e d  to  p ro p e r  s a i l i n g .  S ta rk e y  w ro te  
t h a t
. . . l i k e  a s  he t h a t ,  i n  g r e a t  te m p e st and t ro u b le d  t im e , 
go v e rn s  w e l l  h i s  s h ip  and conveys i t  a t  th e  l a s t  to  th e  
haven  and p la c e  a p p o in te d  o f  h i s  c o u rs e ,  i s  c a l l e d  a  good 
and e x c e l l e n t  m a r in e r ,  and much more p ra is e w o r th y , th a n  he 
w hich f o r  f e a r  and d re a d  k eep s h im s e lf  in  th e  haven  s t i l l ;  
so  he w hich in  dang ero u s p r o s p e r i t y ,  so  f u l l  o f  so  many 
o c c a s io n s  o f  e r r o r s  and d o in g  a m is s , g overns h i s  mind w e l l ,  
and k eep s  i t  u p r i g h t ,  i s  j u s t l y  to  be c a l l e d  m ost p e r f e c t  
and w ise  man; y e a ,  and much more d e se rv e s  and o f  much more 
p r a i s e  i s  w o rth y  th a n  he w h ich , f o r  f e a r  o f  th e  same d a n g e rs , 
ru n s  i n  to  a  r e l i g i o u s  h o u s e , th e r e  as  in  a  haven  q u ie t l y  
to  r e s t ,  w ith o u t so  much t r o u b le  and d i s q u ie tn e s s .
. ..(W )hen  p r o s p e r i t y  i s  w e l l  u s e d , i t  i s  a  mean to  s e t  m an 's  
mind i n  t h a t  s t a t e ,  w hereby he s h a l l  a t t a i n  h ig h e r  f e l i c i t y . 371
S ta rk e y  and th e  a u th o r  o f  C y v ile  and U n c w ile  L i f e  w ent on to  su g g e s t
ways o f  in d u c in g  o r  r e q u i r in g  g en tlem en  t o  l i v e  i n  c i t i e s ;  means o f
p ro p e r ly  e d u c a tin g  c i t i z e n s  a b o u t t h e i r  d u t i e s ; and ways to  m a in ta in
an  a p p ro p r ia te  number o f  s o l d i e r s ,  se rv in g m en , and s c h o la r s  in  th e
re a lm . They w ere w i l l i n g ,  i f  n e c e s s a r y ,  to  s im p ly  l e g i s l a t e  and e n fo rc e
any  n e c e s s a ry  p r o v i s io n s ,  though  th e y  b o th  re c o g n iz e d  th e  p r a c t i c a l
p rob lem s in v o lv e d  w ith  such  p rogram s.
3 7 0 ib id .
371starkey, p. 4 3 .
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C o n clu sio n s
A d is c u s s io n  o f  th e  p o s i t i v e  a n a ly s i s  o f  th e  Tudor econom ic 
w r i t e r s  soon e n te r s  th e  a r e a  o f  d im in ish in g  r e t u r n s .  I t  i s  o f  l i t t l e  
v a lu e  to  th e  modern t h e o r i s t  a s  a  t r a i n i n g  d e v ic e ,  and even  th e  
d is c u s s io n  o f  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  m a t te r s  i s  g e n e r a l ly  o u td a te d  and i r r e l e v a n t  
to  c u r r e n t  p ro b lem s. T here i s  soma m a te r ia l  o f  i n t e r e s t  f o r  th e  p u re  
h i s t o r i a n ;  b u t  f o r  th e  h i s t o r i a n  o f  econom ic th o u g h t th e r e  a r e  o n ly  a  
few b a s ic  p o in ts  to  be  exam ined , m ost o f  w hich  have been  co v ered  by 
e a r l i e r  w r i t e r s .
I n  many a r e a s ,  Tudor a n a ly s i s  s im p ly  to o k  o v e r  th e  m ed iev a l 
body o f  th o u g h t ,  and th e  m ed iev a l m ethodology . Where changes i n  
p o s i t i v e  m ethods o r  c o n c lu s io n s  d e v e lo p e d , a  more fu n dam en ta l change 
i n  ends had u s u a l ly  p re c e d e d . In  a l l  c a s e s ,  some v e ry  b a s ic  a n a ly s is  
and p o l ic y  p ro p o s a ls  w ere  p u t  fo rw ard  to  im plem ent and m a in ta in  th e  
Tudor id e a s  on how s o c i e t y ,  and  econom ic a f f a i r s ,  sh o u ld  be o rd e re d .
The Tudor econom ic w r i t e r s  d id  n o t  th in k  o f  th em se lv es  as  U to p ian  
t h i n k e r s —how u to p ia n  S i r  Thomas More was i s  ev en  open to  s e r io u s  
q u e s t io n .
One k ey  p o in t  rem ain s  c l e a r .  To u n d e rs ta n d  why th e  Tudor 
econom ic w r i t e r s  w ro te  w hat th e y  d i d ,  why th e y  in f lu e n c e d —o r d id  
n o t  in f lu e n c e —l a t e r  econom ic t h i n k e r s ,  and w hat would be  g a in e d  o r  
l o s t  by  r e v iv in g  some o f  th e  b a s ic  t e n e t s  o f  Tudor econom ic th o u g h t ,  th e  
m odem  h i s t o r i a n  o f  econom ic th o u g h t m ust u n d e rs ta n d , e x p la in ,  and 
f i n a l l y  e v a lu a te  th e  g e n e r a l  w o rld  view  and th e  a s s o c ia te d  l e s s e r
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g u id in g  p r in c ip l e s  o f  th e  Tudor t h in k e r s ,  and th e  r o l e  t h a t  econom ic 
q u e s tio n s  p la y e d  in  t h a t  body o f  th o u g h t.
CHAPTER V
THE DEMISE OF TUDOR ECONOMIC THOUGHT, AND 
WHAT WE HAVE LOST
A t th e  end o f  C hap ter I I  i t  was su g g es te d  th a t  th e  Tudor w orld  
v iew , and th e  Tudor e ra  in  g e n e r a l ,  began to  fad e  even b e fo re  th e  
d e a th  o f  E l iz a b e th .  The l a s t  o f  th e  Tudor Englishm en th em selv es  o f te n  
e x p re sse d  th e  f e e l in g  th a t  th e  w orld  th ey  had known was e n d in g --b e in g  
re p la c e d  by "new men" l iv in g  in  a  new w orld  o f  l a r g e r  g e o g ra p h ic a l 
e x te n t  and p e rh ap s  even  g r e a te r  m a te r ia l  w e a lth , b u t somehow more 
l im i te d  in  scope and u n c e r ta in  in  p u rp o se  th an  th e  w orld  o f  th e  E n g lish  
R en a issan ce .
Those who co n tin u e d  to  r e p r e s e n t  th e  Tudor age th ro u g h  i t s  l a s t
th r o e s ,  b e fo re  th e  age had become m ere ly  a  g lo r io u s  myth in  E n g lish
h i s t o r y ,  r a r e ly  to o k  up an  a c t i v e  d e fe n se  o f  th e  o ld  w orld  v iew .
I n s te a d  th ey  tu rn e d  inw ard , d i s i l l u s i o n e d  and a lm o s t d e s p a ir in g .  I f
th ey  l iv e d  to o  long in to  th e  end o f  th e  o ld  p e r io d  and th e  b eg in n in g
o f  th e  new, th ey  became, l i k e  Ben Jo n so n , a n a c h r o n is t ic  and m ute . G.B.
H a rr is o n  h as  e x p la in e d  th a t
The m ain cau ses  o f  t h i s  f e e l in g  o f  d is i l lu s io n m e n t  a r e  
much th e  same a s  th o se  w hich Dean Inge  e x p re s s e s  in  h is  
e ssa y  on The V ic to r ia n  Age. The g r e a t  men who f o r  so long  
had been  a s s o c ia te d  w ith  th e  g lo r i e s  o f  E l i z a b e th 's  r e ig n  
w ere p a s s in g  away and th e  new g e n e r a t io n  seemed to  p o sse s  a l l  
t h e i r  v ic e s  and none o f  t h e i r  v i r t u e s .  Hamlet sums i t  a l l  
up in  h i s  s o l i lo q u y  on D eath:
F or who would b e a r  th e  w hips and sc o rn s  o f  tim e ,
The o p p r e s s o r 's  wrong, th e  proud  m an 's  con tum ely ,
The pangs o f  d e sp iz e d  lo v e , th e  la w 's  d e la y ,
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The in s o le n c e  o f  o f f i c e ,  and th e  sp u rn s  
T hat p a t i e n t  m e r i t  o f  th e  unw orthy ta k e s ,
When he h im se lf  m igh t h is  q u ie tu s  make 
W ith a b a re  bodkin?
These e v i l s  a r e  v e ry  g e n e r a l :  th ey  e x i s t  in  m ost
com m unities, b u t a t  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  tim e th ey  were very  
v iv id ly  r e a l i z e d .  Added to  th e s e ,  was a  r e v u ls io n  o f 
f e e l in g  a g a in s t  s e n s u a l i ty .  I n  th e  f u l l  t i d e  o f  th e  
R e n a is sa n c e , Englishm en had u n b r id le d  t h e i r  p a s s io n s :  
w ith  s u r f e i t ,  th ey  grew  asham ed .” ^
As th e  P u r i ta n  movement g a in ed  s t r e n g th  in  E ng land , th o se  who
a t ta c k e d  o r  r e j e c te d  th e  Tudor w orld  view  d id  so open ly  and w ith  more
c o n v ic t io n .  In  Comus John  M ilto n , th e  m ost a r t i c u l a t e  c i t i z e n  o f
E n g lish  s o c ie ty  from th e  d e a th  o f  S hakespeare  to  th e  R e s to ra t io n ,
p re s e n te d  an  en ac tm en t o f  " th e  c u l t u r a l  change th a t  came o v e r England
373in  th e  s e v e n te e n th  c e n tu r y ."  Comus asked  w hat more re p u ta b le
c h a r a c te r s  d id  in  poems w hich w ere w r i t t e n  by l e s s e r  a u th o rs  who were
n o t P u r i ta n s :
0  f o o l i s h n e s s  o f  menl t h a t  len d  t h e i r  e a r s  
To th o se  budge d o c to r s  o f  th e  S to ic k  f u r ,
And f e t c h  t h e i r  P re c e p ts  from th e  C ynick tu b ,
P r a is in g  th e  le a n  and s a llo w  a b s t in e n c e .
W herefore d id  N a tu re  powre h e r  b o u n tie s  f o r t h ,
W ith such  a f u l l  and unw ithdraw ing hand,
C overing  th e  e a r th  w ith  o d o u rs , f r u i t s ,  and f lo c k s ,
T hronging  th e  Seas w ith  spawn in n u m erab le ,
But a l l  to  p le a s e ,  and s a te  th e  c u r io u s  t a s t e ?
And s e t  to  work m i l l io n s  o f  sp in n in g  Worms.
That i n  t h e i r  g re e n  shops weave th e  s m o o th -h a ir ’d s i l k  
To deck  h e r  Sons; and th a t  no c o rn e r  m igh t
^ ^ F ro m  H a r r is o n ’ s " In t r o d u c t io n "  to  M arston , pp . x - x i .
■^^L aurence L e rn e r , The Uses o f  N o s ta lg ia :  S tu d ie s  in  P a s to r a l
P o e t r y , (London: C h a tto  and W indus, 197 2 ), p . 177. L e rn e r a l s o  comments
on th e  problem  th a t  M ilto n  fa c ed  p e r s o n a l ly  in  w r i t in g  Comus. n o tin g  t h a t ,  
(p . 1 6 4 ), "T hat M ilto n  was b o th  P u r i ta n  and Hum anist has become a 
te x tb o o k  commonplace: f o r  him i t  was no commonplace, b u t a long  s t r u g g le
betw een th e  d e e p e s t  e lem en ts  o f  h i s  b e in g ."
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Be v a c a n t o f  h e r  p le n ty ,  i n  h e r  own lo yns
She h u tc h 'd  th e  a l l - w o r s h ip p 'd  o re ,  and p re c io u s  gems,
To s to r e  h e r  c h i ld r e n  w ith :  i f  a l l  th e  w orld
Should in  a  p e t  o f  tem perance feed  on P u ls e ,
D rink  th e  c l e a r  s tre a m , and n o th in g  w ear b u t F r ie z e ,
T h 'a l l - g i v e r  would be u n th a n k 't ,  would be u n p r a i s 'd ,
Not h a l f  h i s  r ic h e s  known, and y e t  d e s p i s 'd ,
And we sho u ld  se rv e  him a s  a g ru d g in g  m a s te r ,
As a p e n u rio u s  n ig g a rd  o f  h i s  w e a lth ;
And l i v e  l ik e  N a tu re s  b a s ta r d s ,  n o t h e r  so n s ,
Who would be q u i te  su rc h a rg e d  w ith  h e r  own w e ig h t,
And s t r a n g le d  w ith  h e r  w aste  f e r t i l i t y ;
Th' e a r th  cu m b er 'd , and th e  w in g 'd  a i r  d a rk 1t  w ith  plum es,
The h e rd s  would o v e r -m u lt i tu d e  t h e i r  L o rd s,
The se a  o 'e r f r a u g h t  would s w e ll ,  and th 'u n s o u g h t diamonds
Would so em blaze th e  fo reh ead  o f  th e  Deep
And so b es tu d d  w ith  S ta r s ,  t h a t  th ey  below
Would grow in u r 'd  to  l i g h t ,  and com a t  l a s t
To gaze  upon th e  Sun w ith  sham eless brow s.
(705-736)
The c h a s te  Lady o f  th e  poem, r e p r e s e n t in g  th e  s e v e n te e n th  
c e n tu ry  v e r s io n  o f  o th e r w o r ld l in e s s ,  does n o t respond  to  Comus w ith  any 
g r e a t  p o e try . She r e j e c t s  him t o t a l l y ,  m aking no d i s t i n c t i o n  betw een 
h is  a rgum ents in  d e fe n se  o f  m a te r ia l is m  and th o se  w hich he used to  
p e rsu ad e  h e r  to  g iv e  up h e r  v i r g i n i t y .  She c a l l s  him a  " w o r ld l in g ,"  
p e rh ap s  th e  g r e a t e s t  i n s u l t  a  P u r i ta n  lad y  co u ld  h o n o rab ly  u se . She 
o f f e r s  no h ig h e r  c u l t u r a l  a l t e r n a t i v e — in s te a d ,  " . . . t h e r e  i s  t h i s  one 
su p erb  moment o f  r e j e c t i o n  and th e n  we s in k  back  to  a  s im p le  c o n t r a s t  
betw een th e  b eau ty  and th e  m o r a l ."374 ^ n(j t jle  p ro b i ein i s  th a t  n o t on ly  
does th e  b e a u t i f u l  p o e try  o f  th e  masque b e lo n g , f o r  th e  m ost p a r t ,  to
375th e  w orld  Comus h as  r e p r e s e n te d ,  b u t so too  does th e  o ld  w orld  o rd e r .
374 ib id . , p. 180.
375Ib id . . pp. 1 7 7 f f .
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S h ak esp ea re , M arsto n , and M ilto n  d e l iv e r e d  th e  e p ita p h s  fo r  
th e  G re a t C hain o f  B eing , th e  l i f e  o f  c iv ic  a c t i v i t y ,  and th e  Tudor 
v e r s io n  o f  th e  economy o f  d e l ig h t .  A l l  t h a t  rem ained  was an  
in d iv id u a lis m  (w hich was t r u l y  u n d ire c te d  u n t i l  The W ealth  o f  N a tio n s . 
o r  a t  l e a s t  The F ab le  o f  th e  B e e s ) , and th e  id e a  o f  im p e r ia l  du ty  
(w hich was f i r s t  p la c e d  in  th e  le s s - th a n -c o m p e te n t  hands o f  th e  S tu a r t s ,  
and th e n  in  th e  i r o n  g ra sp  o f  C rom w ell). The im p e r ia l  theme h a rd ly  
su rv iv e d  th e  R e s to ra t io n  w ith  any b a s ic  p r in c ip l e s  i n t a c t  s im i l a r  to  
th o se  developed  and m a in ta in e d  in  th e  Tudor p e r io d .
P u re ly  econom ic p roblem s p lay ed  a  m ajo r p a r t  in  th e  dem ise o f  
376
th e  Tudor ag e . Soon a f t e r  th e  e x u l t a t i o n  o f  th e  v ic to r y  o v e r th e  
S pan ish  arm ada, and th e  news th a t  a second arm ada had been s e v e re ly  
weakened and d isb an d ed  even  b e fo re  le a v in g  S p a in , a s e r i e s  o f  bad 
h a r v e s ts  in  E ngland  and on th e  C o n tin e n t fo rc e d  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r ic e s  
up s te e p ly  and a t  th e  same tim e le d  many E n g lish  f a m i l ie s  to  abandon 
t h e i r  h o ld in g s  o f  la n d . The prob lem s o f  i n f l a t i o n  ( d e a r th ) ,  p o v e r ty , 
underem ploym ent, and even  unemployment w ere a g a in  cause  f o r  s e r io u s  
co n ce rn  i n  term s o f  s o c i a l  d i s r u p t io n  a s  w e ll  a s  in d iv id u a l  d is c o m fo r t 
and ex p en se . P lag u es  seemed to  s t r i k e  w ith  g r e a t e r  th a n  u su a l 
i n t e n s i t y  and r e g u l a r i t y .  Renewed c o m p la in ts  a g a in s t  e n c lo s u re s  were 
h e a rd , and p o l i c i e s  w hich had g iv e n  some l im ite d  su p p o rt to  e n c lo s u re s  
in  th e  m id d le  y e a r s  o f  E l i z a b e t h 's  r e ig n  when econom ic c o n d it io n s  had 
somewhat im proved were c lo s e ly  rev iew ed . P a t te r n s  o f  lan d  ow nersh ip
376 For a b r i e f  s u rv e y , see  P e te r  Ramsey, Tudor Economic 
P ro b lem s. (London: V ic to r  G o lla n c z , L t d . ,  1972).
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co n tin u e d  to  change, form ing a t re n d  w hich was m ost e v id e n t in  p e r io d s  
o f  d i s lo c a t io n  and u n re s t .
Tawney has su g g es te d  t h a t ,  "O b se rv e rs  became c o n sc io u s , in  th e
l a t e r  y e a r s  o f  E l iz a b e th ,  o f  an  a l t e r a t i o n  in  th e  b a lan c e  o f  s o c ia l  
377
f o r c e s . . . . "  He s in g le d  o u t one famous o b s e rv e r ,  S i r  W alte r R a le ig h , 
a s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  a s tu t e :
The man who saw d e e p e s t in to  th e  m ora l o f  i t  a l l  was 
p r im a r i ly  n e i th e r  a t h e o r i s t  n o r a  p o l i t i c i a n ,  though he 
had th e  g i f t s  o f  b o th . He was a g r e a t  man o f  a c t i o n ,  
p e rh ap s  th e  g r e a t e s t  o f  h i s  a g e . The d o c tr in e  t h a t  
p o l i t i c a l  s t a b i l i t y  depends on th e  m ain ten an ce  o f  th a t  
B alance  o f  P ro p e r ty ,  w hich was l a t e r  to  become a term  o f  
a r t ,  was n o t, in  e s s e n c e , n o v e l. I t  was im p l i c i t  in  the  
c o n c e p tio n  o f  s o c ie ty  a s  an  o rg an ism , r e q u i r in g  th e  
m ain ten an ce  o f  a  due p ro p o r t io n  betw een i t s  d i f f e r e n t  
members, w hich was a  p a r t  o f  th e  m ed iev a l le g a c y . But i t  
i s  one th in g  to  r e p e a t  a fo rm u la , a n o th e r  to  ap p ly  i t .
R a l e i g h . . . ,  in  1615, j u s t  a f t e r  th e  c e n t r a l  c r i s i s  o f  
Jam es' r e ig n ,  was th e  f i r s t . . . t o  s t a t e  th e  re le v a n c e  o f 
t h a t  c o n c e p tio n  to  th e  chang ing  c irc u m sta n c e s  o f  h i s  d ay , 
and to  deduce from i t  th e  n eed , n o t f o r  m ere c o n se rv a tism , 
b u t f o r  re fo rm . . . .T h e  c e n te r  o f  s o c ia l  g r a v i ty  has s h i f t e d ;  
p o l i t i c a l  power i s  s h i f t i n g  w ith  i t .  . . .T h e  commons to -d a y  
command m ost o f  th e  w e a lth , and a l l  th e  w eapons. I t  i s  th e y , 
n o t th e  h e i r s  o f  th e  fe u d a l  p a s t ,  who h o ld  th e  keys o f  th e  
f u tu r e .  I t  i s  w ith  them ; w ith  t h e i r  n a t u r a l  l e a d e r s ,  th e  
g e n try ;  w ith  th e  House o f  Commons, w hich i s  t h e i r  o rg an , 
th a t  th e  m onarchy, i f  i t  i s  w is e , w i l l  h a s te n  to  make i t s  
p e ac e . 8 7 8
R o b ert C e c i l 's  G re a t C o n tra c t ,  w hich would have tra d e d  c e r t a in  
Crown p r e r o g a t iv e s  f o r  an  an n u a l g ra n t  from  P a r l ia m e n t,  was in  many 
ways an  a t te m p t to  make peace  w ith  th e  House o f  Commons. The p ro p o sa l 
w as, s i g n i f i c a n t l y ,  r e j e c t e d  n o t by P a r l ia m e n t,  b u t by th e  Crown; b u t
377 Tawney, "The R ise  o f  th e  G e n try ,"  p . 2 .
3 7 8 I b i d . , pp . 5 -6 .
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th e n  James a ls o  e x ecu ted  R a le ig h . P o l i t i c a l l y , th e  S tu a r t s ,  i f  they
d id  in  f a c t  w ant to  c o n tin u e  th e  Tudor v iew  o f  o r d e r ,  p roved  in e p t
and a l s o  sim p ly  un lucky . Henry S tu a r t ,  th e  f i r s t  S tu a r t  P r in c e  o f
W ales, was f a r  and away a l s o  th e  m ost E l iz a b e th a n  o f  th e  S tu a r t s .
P r in c e  Henry was w e ll l ik e d  by th e  E n g lish  p u b l ic .  He had openly
su p p o rte d  R a le ig h , and i n  f a c t  had s h a rp ly  c r i t i c i z e d  h i s  f a t h e r 's
t re a tm e n t o f  th e  g r e a t  E l iz a b e th a n  man o f  a c t i o n .  When Henry d ie d  in
1612, th e r e  was g r e a t  p u b l ic  lam en tin g  and rum ours sp re a d  th a t  h is
d e a th  had been  a rra n g e d  by some c o n sp ira c y  o f  p e rso n s  in  h ig h  p la c e s .
When James in te rc e d e d  to  end th e  rum ours, some b e lie v e d  th a t  th e  King
379h im s e lf  fe a re d  th e  d is c lo s u r e  o f  awkward f a c t s .  In  any e v e n t ,
H e n ry 's  d e a th  c le a re d  th e  way f o r  th e  a c c e s s io n  o f  C h a r le s  I ,  and f o r  
f u r th e r  movement away from Tudor s o c ia l  o rd e r .
What We Have L o st 
I t  has been conceded th a t  th e  dem ise o f  th e  Tudor e r a ,  and 
more s p e c i f i c a l l y  th e  dem ise o f  Tudor econom ic th o u g h t, d id  no t 
s e r io u s ly  i n h i b i t  th e  f u r t h e r  developm ent o f  th e  p o s i t i v e  to o ls  o f  
econom ic a n a ly s i s .  F u rth e rm o re , l e t  i t  be c l e a r l y  u n d e rs to o d  th a t  the  
Tudor w r i t e r s  th em selv es  would c e r t a i n l y  have en v ied  th e  package o f 
a n a l y t i c a l  to o l s  w hich m odern eco n o m ists  have a t  t h e i r  d is p o s a l .  
R e g a rd le s s  o f  how s u c c e s s fu l  o r  u n s u c c e s s fu l  th e  Tudor w r i t e r s  were in  
t r a c in g  o u t problem s o f  econom ic cau se  and e f f e c t ,  th ey  w ere in  f a c t  
e x p l i c i t l y  s ee k in g  f o r  such  t h e o r e t i c a l  and even e m p ir ic a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s .
379 See th e  D ic t io n a ry  o f  N a tio n a l B iography a r t i c l e  on S i r  
Edward Coke.
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There i s  no re a so n  to  b e l ie v e  t h a t ,  d e s p i t e  t h e i r  g e n e ra l  co n ce rn  fo r  
m oral and s p i r i t u a l  q u e s t io n s ,  th e  Tudor w r i t e r s  co u ld  n o t have 
a p p re c ia te d  th e  d i s t i n c t i o n  betw een p o s i t i v e  and n o rm ative  th o u g h t, 
and been w i l l in g  to  a d o p t any system  o f  m odels in  t h e i r  p o s i t iv e  
a n a ly s i s — in d iv id u a l  u t i l i t y  fu n c t io n s  and f r e e  c a p i t a l  m ark e ts  n o t 
ex c lu d ed --w h ich  y ie ld e d  good p r e d ic t io n s  a n d /o r  p e r t i n e n t  in fo rm a tio n  
on p o l ic y  v a r i a b l e s .  The Tudor w r i t e r s  d id  n o t d ev e lo p  such  to o l s ,  
and th e r e f o r e  th ey  d id  n o t use  them . That i s  th e  one m ajo r p o in t  to  
be made a b o u t a l l  p o s i t i v e  econom ic th o u g h t b e fo re  1600 o r  s o , and in  
f a c t  i t  i s  th e  p o in t  t h a t  i s  g e n e r a l ly  made.
T hat i s  n o t ,  how ever, th e  end o f  th e  s to r y  on how th e  Tudor
w r i t e r s  would have responded  to  m odern econom ic th o u g h t. U ndoubtedly
th e  Tudor w r i t e r s  would have a g re e d  w ith  E .F . S chum acher's  co m p la in t
th a t  modern econom ics, s in c e  i t  c o n sc io u s ly  l i m i t s  i t s  scope to  a re a s
o f  p o s i t i v e  a n a l y s i s ,  i s  u n n e c e s s a r i ly  and im p ro p erly  frag m en ta ry :
S o c ie ty ,  o r  a  group o r  an  in d iv id u a l  w i th in  s o c ie ty ,  may 
d e c id e  to  hang on to  an  a c t i v i t y  o r  a s s e t  f o r  non-econom ic 
j r e a s o n s - - s o c ia l ,  a e s t h e t i c ,  m ora l o r  p o l i t i c a l —b u t t h i s  
does in  no way a l t e r  i t s  uneconom ic c h a r a c te r .  The ju d g e ­
ment o f  econom ics, in  o th e r  w o rd s , i s  an  ex tre m e ly  frag m en ta ry  
j  udgem ent. . . .
And, no l e s s  s u r e ly ,  th e  Tudors would have t r a c e d  th e  so u rce  o f 
t h i s  u n w arran ted  f ra g m e n ta tio n  to  th e  same m e th o d o lo g ic a l base  th a t  
Schumacher d e s c r i b e s - - " . . . th e  a b su rd  id e a l  o f  m aking t h e i r  [e c o n o m is ts ']
380 E .F . Schum acher, Sm all I s  B e a u t i f u l :  Economics a s  i f  P eop le
M a tte re d . (New York: H arp er and Row, 19 7 5 ), p . 42. Schum acher's
em phasis i s  g iv e n .
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' s c i e n c e '  a s  s c i e n t i f i c  and p r e c i s e  a s  p h y s ic s ,  a s  i f  th e re  were no
q u a l i t a t i v e  d i f f e r e n c e  betw een m in d le ss  atom s and men made in  th e  image
.  , 1,381o f  God."
A g a in , a s  a  u s e f u l  t o o l ,  a  m eans, n e i t h e r  Schumacher n o r th e
Tudor w r i t e r s  would condemn modern p o s i t i v e  econom ics. But i t  would
have seemed even more h e r e t i c a l  to  th e  Tudor w r i t e r s  th a n  i t  d id  to
Schumacher to  s t a t e ,  a s  Keynes d id ,  t h a t  o n ly  a t  some f u tu r e  s t a t e  o f
m a te r ia l  p ro g re s s  would eco n o m ists  "once more v a lu e  ends above means and
382p r e f e r  th e  good to  th e  u s e f u l . "  Or t h a t
F or a t  l e a s t  a n o th e r  hundred  y e a r s  we m ust p re te n d  th a t  
f a i r  i s  fo u l  and f o u l  i s  f a i r ;  f o r  fo u l  i s  u s e f u l  and f a i r  
i s  n o t .  A v a ric e  and u su ry  and p r e c a u t io n  m ust be o u r Gods 
f o r  a l i t t l e  lo n g e r  s t i l l . 383
A f te r  a l l ,  th e  Tudor w r i t e r s  m ig h t have seen  w here th e  " f a i r  i s  fo u l"
i l l u s i o n  had le d  M acbeth.
The m odern m ethodology  im p l ie s ,  Schum acher c la im e d , t h a t  th e
developm ent o f  means w i l l  d i c t a t e  th e  c h o ic e  o f  e n d s . 384 And
re g a rd in g  th e  ends w hich a r e  th u s  d i c t a t e d ,  Schumacher w ro te  t h a t
381i b i d . . p . 7.
382Quote d  by Schum acher, p . 24 . The q u o ta t io n  i s  from K eynes' 
a r t i c l e  on "Economic P o s s i b i l i t i e s  f o r  o u r  G ra n d c h i ld re n ,"  w hich i s  
r e p r in te d  i n  K eynes' E ssay s  in  P e r s u a s io n , (New York: N o rto n , 1963), 
p . 372.
3 8 3 I b i d .
384X b id ., p . 51 .
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The r e l i g i o n  o f  econom ics h a s  i t s  own code o f  e t h i c s ,  
and th e  F i r s t  Commandment i s  to  behave 'e c o n o m ic a l ly '— 
i n  any c a se  when you a r e  p ro d u c in g , s e l l i n g ,  o r  b u y in g . I t  
i s  o n ly  when th e  b a rg a in  h u n te r  h a s  gone home and becomes a 
consum er t h a t  th e  F i r s t  Commandment no lo n g e r  a p p l i e s :  he  i s  
th e n  en co uraged  to  'e n jo y  h im s e l f ' i n  any way he p le a s e s .
As f a r  a s  th e  r e l i g i o n  o f  econom ics i s  c o n ce rn e d , th e  consum er 
i s  e x t r a - t e r r i t o r i a l . 3 8 3
I t  i s  more th a n  mere c o in c id e n c e  t h a t  Schumacher s e t  b e fo re  th e  
b e g in n in g  o f  h i s  book th e  fo llo w in g  q u o ta t io n  from  Taw ney's R e l ig io n  
and th e  R ise  o f  C a p i ta l i s m , w hich  c o n t r a s te d  th e  b a s i s  o f  m odern 
econom ic th o u g h t w ith  e a r l i e r  v iew s on th e  p ro p e r  ends and m ethods o f  
econom ic th o u g h t:
Few can  c o n tem p la te  w ith o u t a  s e n se  o f  e x h i l a r a t i o n  th e  
s p le n d id  ach iev em en ts  o f  p r a c t i c a l  e n e rg y  and t e c h n ic a l  s k i l l ,  
w h ic h , from  th e  l a t t e r  p a r t  o f  th e  s e v e n te e n th  c e n tu r y ,  w ere 
tra n s fo rm in g  th e  fa c e  o f  m a te r i a l  c i v i l i z a t i o n ,  and o f  w hich  
E ngland was th e  d a r in g ,  i f  n o t  to o  s c r u p u lo u s ,  p io n e e r .  I f ,  
how ever, econom ic a m b itio n s  a r e  good s e r v a n t s ,  th e y  a r e  bad 
m a s te r s .
The m ost o b v io u s  f a c t s  a re  th e  m ost e a s i l y  f o r g o t t e n .
B oth th e  e x i s t i n g  econom ic o rd e r  and to o  many o f  th e  p r o j e c t s  
advanced  f o r  r e c o n s t r u c t in g  i t  b re a k  down th ro u g h  t h e i r  
n e g le c t  o f  th e  t r u i s m  t h a t ,  s in c e  even  q u i t e  coranon men have 
s o u l s ,  no in c r e a s e  in  m a te r ia l  w e a lth  w i l l  com pensate them 
f o r  a rran g em en ts  w hich  i n s u l t  t h e i r  s e l f - r e s p e c t  and im p a ir  
t h e i r  freedom . A re a s o n a b le  e s t im a te  o f  econom ic o r g a n is a t io n  
m ust a llo w  f o r  th e  f a c t  t h a t ,  u n le s s  in d u s t r y  i s  to  be 
p a ra ly s e d  by r e c u r r e n t  r e v o l t s  on th e  p a r t  o f  o u tra g e d  human 
n a t u r e ,  i t  m ust s a t i s f y  c r i t e r i a  w hich  a r e  n o t  p u re ly
eco n o m ic .386
385I b i d . ,  p . 4 5 .
388I b i d . , p . v .
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Schumacher m igh t j u s t  a s  e a s i l y  have q u o ted  from  The 
A c q u is i t iv e  S o c ie ty , w here Tawney made a  v e ry  s im i l a r  com parison :
The famous l i n e s  i n  w hich  P ic c a rd a  e x p la in s  to  D ante th e  
o rd e r  o f  P a ra d is e  a r e  a  d e s c r ip t i o n  o f  a  com plex and m u l t i ­
form  s o c ie ty  w hich i s  u n i te d  by o v e rm a s te r in g  d e v o tio n  to  a 
common en d . By t h a t  end a l l  s t a t i o n s  a re  a s s ig n e d  and a l l  
a c t i v i t i e s  a r e  v a lu e d .
. . .S u c h  a  co m b in a tio n  o f  u n i ty  and d i v e r s i t y  i s  p o s s ib le  
o n ly  to  a s o c ie ty  w hich s u b o rd in a te s  i t s  a c t i v i t i e s  to  th e  
p r i n c i p l e  o f  p u rp o se . F o r w hat t h a t  p r i n c i p l e  o f f e r s  i s  n o t 
m e re ly  a  s ta n d a rd  f o r  d e te rm in in g  th e  r e l a t i o n s  o f  d i f f e r e n t  
c l a s s e s  and g ro u p s o f  p ro d u c e rs ,  b u t a s c a le  o f  m o ra l v a lu e s .
Above a l l ,  i t  a s s ig n s  to  econom ic a c t i v i t y  i t s e l f  i t s  p ro p e r  
p la c e  a s  th e  s e r v a n t ,  n o t th e  m a s te r ,  o f  s o c ie ty .  The b u rden  
o f  o u r c i v i l i z a t i o n  i s  n o t m e re ly , a s  many su p p o se , t h a t  th e  
p ro d u c t o f  in d u s t r y  i s  i l l - d i s t r i b u t e d ,  o r  i t s  co n d u c t 
t y r a n n ic a l ,  o r  i t s  o p e ra t io n  in t e r r u p t e d  by e m b it te re d  d i s a g r e e ­
m en ts . I t  i s  t h a t  in d u s t r y  i t s e l f  h a s  come to  h o ld  a 
p o s i t i o n  o f  e x c lu s iv e  predom inance among human i n t e r e s t s ,  
w hich no s in g le  i n t e r e s t ,  and l e a s t  o f  a l l  th e  p r o v is io n  
o f  th e  m a te r ia l  means o f  e x i s t e n c e ,  i s  f i t  to  occu p y . L ik e  
a  h y p o ch o n d riac  who i s  so  a b so rb ed  i n  th e  p ro c e s s  o f  h i s  own 
d ig e s t io n  t h a t  he goes t o  h i s  g ra v e  b e fo re  he h as  begun to  
l i v e ,  i n d u s t r i a l i z e d  com m unities n e g le c t  th e  v e ry  o b je c t s  
f o r  w hich i t  i s  w o rth  w h ile  t o  a c q u ire  r i c h e s  i n  t h e i r  
f e v e r i s h  p re o c c u p a tio n  w ith  th e  means by w hich r i c h e s  can  be
a c q u ir e d .
Or a s  a  Tudor w r i t e r  m igh t have s a id  more b r i e f l y ,  b u t no 
b e t t e r ,  modern s o c ie ty  and modern econom ics a s  p r a c t i c e d  by b o th  
m ark e t and s o c i a l i s t  eco n o m ists  pay  to o  much a t t e n t i o n ,  o r  r a t h e r  pay 
a t t e n t i o n  o n ly  to  q u e s t io n s  o f  th e  s tom ach , th e  bod y , and a t  b e s t  th e  
p le a s u r e  c e n te r  o f  th e  m ind . The s p i r i t  and th e  m ind , ta k e n  a s  a  w h o le , 
a r e  n e g le c te d - - n e g le c te d  i n  te rm s o f  any h ie r a r c h y  o r  s c a le  o f  v a lu e s  
ev en  i f  th e  argum ent i s  a c c e p te d  t h a t  s p i r i t u a l  and a e s t h e t i c
387R.H. Tawney, The A c q u is i t iv e  S o c ie ty , (New York: H a rc o u r t , 
B race  and W orld , 1 9 4 8 ), p p . 183 -184 .
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s a t i s f a c t i o n  e n te r  I n to  I n d iv id u a l  u t i l i t y  f u n c t io n s , w here th e y  m ust 
be ta k e n  as q u a l i t a t i v e l y  no d i f f e r e n t  from  p h y s ic a l  c o m fo rts  and 
p le a s u r e s .  For h a v in g  once e n te r e d  i n t o  th e  u t i l i t y  f u n c t io n  and o n to  
i n d i f f e r e n c e  c u rv e s ,  th e r e  i s  n o th in g  more th e  modern eco n o m ist can  
say  a b o u t th e  r e l a t i v e  m e r i t s  o f  d i f f e r e n t  form s o f  p le a s u r e  and 
h a p p in e s s .  I n d iv id u a l  u t i l i t y  f u n c t io n s  and in d i f f e r e n c e  c u rv e s  a re  
m e th o d o lo g ic a l ly  s a c r o s a n c t ,  r e g a r d le s s  o f  th e  s o c ia l  co n seq u en ces .
On th o s e  co n se q u e n ce s , T heodore R oszak say s  i n  h i s  " I n t r o d u c ­
t io n "  to  Sm all I s  B e a u t i f u lT
I t  i s  a s  Schumacher t e l l s  u s :  "when th e  a v a i l a b le  
' s p i r i t u a l  s p a c e ' i s  n o t f i l l e d  by  some h ig h e r  m o t iv a t io n s ,  
th e n  i t  w i l l  n e c e s s a r i l y  be  f i l l e d  by som eth ing  lo w e r--b y  
th e  s m a l l ,  m ean, c a l c u l a t i n g  a t t i t u d e  to  l i f e  w hich  i s  
r a t i o n a l i z e d  i n  th e  econom ic c a l c u l u s . "
I f  t h a t  i s  s o ,  th e n  we need  a  n o b le r  econom ics t h a t  i s  
n o t  a f r a i d  to  d is c u s s  s p i r i t  and c o n s c ie n c e ,  m o ra l p u rp o se  
and  th e  m eaning o f  l i f e ,  an  econom ics t h a t  aim s to  e d u c a te  
and e l e v a te  p e o p le ,  n o t  m e re ly  to  m easure  t h e i r  lo w -g rad e
b e h a v io r .^
R oszak c la im s  t h a t  S chum acher's  econom ics i s  t h a t  n o b le r  
eco n o m ics . In  f a c t ,  Schum acher and Tawney (who p ro p o sed  a  n o b le r  
econom ics o f  h i s  own i n  The A c q u is i t iv e  S o c ie ty  and  E q u a l i t y ) , b o th  
r e a l i z e d  t h a t  many o f  t h e i r  id e a s  w ere  n o t new, b u t r a t h e r  v e ry  s ta n d a rd  
v e r s io n s  o f  a n c ie n t  and C h r i s t i a n  s o c i a l  th o u g h t .  (Schum acher p r e f e r r e d  
to  see  h i s  i n s p i r a t i o n  i n  "B u d d h ist E co n o m ics ,"  b u t h i s  e s s e n t i a l
^®®Schumacher, p . 9 .
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p o in ts  on th e  ends o f  s o c i a l  and econom ic th o u g h t a re  h a rd ly  d i f f e r e n t  
from  T a w n e y 's .)
The n o b le  econom ics o f  th e s e  (and o th e r )  d i s s e n t in g  tw e n t ie th -  
c e n tu ry  econom ic w r i t e r s  can  p o t e n t i a l l y  be  o f  some use  i n  s tu d ie s  on 
e a r l i e r  form s o f  n o b le  econom ics. H e re , to  s e e  more f u l l y  how th e  
Tudor w r i t e r s  vrould have re sp o n d ed  to  modern econom ic th o u g h t ,  a l l  
t h a t  m ust be done i s  t o  re v ie w  comments on c u r r e n t  econom ic th o u g h t 
made by w r i t e r s  who have  known m odern eco n o m ics , b u t  have c la im ed  
t h a t  th e  ends o f  econom ics sh o u ld  s t i l l  be th e  ends w hich th e  Tudor 
w r i t e r s  h e ld ,  o r  a t  l e a s t  v e ry  s im i l a r  to  th o se  e n d s . Such m a te r ia l  
i s  n o t w a n t i n g . 3 ^  i n  f a c t ,  i t  i s  a  l i t t l e  s u r p r i s in g  to  see  how 
f r e q u e n t ly  su ch  c o m p la in ts  have  b een  h e a rd  in  r e c e n t  y e a r s  from  
p r o f e s s i o n a l  e co n o m is ts  and re s p e c te d  s o c i a l  co m m en ta to rs—i . e . ,  from  
th o s e  who g e n e r a l ly  u n d e rs ta n d  and a c c e p t  th e  ta s k s  and to o l s  o f  
p o s i t i v e  econom ic a n a l y s i s .  Even a  h a n d fu l  o f  exam ples i s  u s e f u l  in  
showing th e  c u r r e n t  e x te n t  o f  th e  d e s i r e  to  b ro ad en  econom ic th o u g h t,  
th e  d i v e r s i t y  o f  backgrounds o f  th o s e  who have v o ic e d  su ch  o p in io n s ,  
and th e  g e n e r a l  s o r t  o f  c o m p la in ts  ‘t h a t  th o s e  w r i t e r s  who e x p e c t 
s o c i a l  th o u g h t to  have  m ora l a s  w e l l  a s  a n a l y t i c a l  c o n te n t  make 
c o n c e rn in g  m odern th o u g h t.
I n  a  r e c e n t  a r t i c l e  e n t i t l e d  "Second T houghts on th e  Human
3 8 9 i t  i s  n o t w a n tin g  even  i n  so u rc e s  ta k e n  from  p o p u la r  
m a g az in e s . F o r ex am p le , H enry K is s in g e r  r e c e n t ly  s a id  t h a t  b o th  th e  
U n ite d  S ta te s  and W este rn  E u ro p e , "have become so  o b se s se d  w ith  econom ics 
t h a t  p e rh a p s  t h e r e  h a s  b een  a  s p i r i t u a l  u n d e rn o u rish m e n t, and we sh o u ld  
s e e  t h a t  i t  i s  a  p ro b lem  t h a t  g oes beyond com nunism ." N e i l  H ick ey ,
"Henry K i s s i n g e r 's  S h u t t l e  D ip lo m acy ,"  TV G uide . ( J a n . 7 , 1 9 7 8 ) , p .  5 .
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P r o s p e c t ,"  R o b ert H e ilb ro n e r  w r i t e s  t h a t
M a te r ia l  ad v an ce , th e  m ost p ro fo u n d ly  d i s t in g u i s h in g  
a t t r i b u t e  o f  i n d u s t r i a l  c a p i t a l i s m  and s o c ia l i s m  a l i k e ,  h a s  
p ro v ed  u n a b le  to  s a t i s f y  th e  human s p i r i t .  N ot o n ly  th e  q u e s t  
f o r  p r o f i t  b u t  th e  c u l t  o f  e f f i c i e n c y  have shown th e m se lv e s  
u l t im a te ly  c o r r o s iv e  f o r  human w e l l - b e in g .  A s o c ie ty  
dom inated  by th e  m achine p r o c e s s ,  d ep en d en t on f a c to r y  and 
o f f i c e  r o u t i n e ,  c e l e b r a t in g  i t s e l f  i n  th e  a c t  o f  in d iv id u a l  
co n su m p tio n , i s  f i n a l l y  i n s u f f i c i e n t  to  r e t a i n  o u r  l o y a l t y . 3 9 0
I r v in g  K r i s t o l  h a s  p o in te d  o u t t h a t
One o f  th e  k e y s to n e s  o f  m odern econom ic th o u g h t i s  t h a t  
i t  i s  im p o ss ib le  to  h a w  an a  p r i o r i  know ledge o f  w hat 
c o n s t i t u t e s  h a p p in e s s  f o r  o th e r  p e o p le ;  t h a t  su ch  know ledge 
i s  in c o r p o r a te d  i n  a n  i n d i v i d u a l 's  ' u t i l i t y  s c h e d u le s ';  and 
t h i s  kn o w led g e, i n  t u r n ,  i s  r e v e a le d  by th e  c h o ic e s  th e  
i n d iv id u a l  makes i n  a  f r e e  m a rk e t. T h is  i s  n o t  m e re ly  th e  
k e y s to n e  o f  m odern econom ic th o u g h t—i t  i s  a l s o  th e  k e y s to n e  
o f  m odern , l i b e r a l ,  s e c u l a r  s o c ie ty  i t s e l f .  T h is  b e l i e f  i s  
so  d e e p ly  in g ra in e d  in  u s  t h a t  we a r e  in c l in e d  to  e x p la in  
any  d e v ia t io n  from  i t  a s  p e rv e r s e  and p a th o lo g ic a l .  Y et i t  
i s  a  f a c t  t h a t  f o r  s e v e r a l  m i l l e n n ia ,  u n t i l  th e  a d v e n t o f  
m o d e rn ity , p e o p le  d id  n o t b e l ie v e  any su ch  t h i n g —w o u ld , in d e e d , 
have  found su ch  a  b e l i e f  t o  be  i t s e l f  s h o c k in g ly  p a th o lo g ic a l  
and  p e r v e r s e .
. . .Now, we know from  o u r e x p e r ie n c e  o f  c e n t r a l  econom ic 
p la n n in g  t h a t  t h i s  p re -m o d e m  ap p ro ach  i s  f a l l a c i o u s —b u t 
i f ,  and  o n ly  i f ,  you d e f in e  'h a p p in e s s ' and ' s a t i s f a c t i o n '  
i n  te rm s o f  m a te r i a l  p ro d u c t io n  and m a te r i a l  co n sum ption  o f  
co m m o d itie s . I f  you do n o t  d e f in e  'h a p p in e s s ' o r  ' s a t i s f a c ­
t i o n '  i n  t h i s  w ay, i f  you  r e f u s e  to  ' t h i n k  e c o n o m ic a l ly ',  
th e n  th e  p re -m o d em  v iew  i s  more p l a u s i b l e  th a n  n o t .  I t  i s ,  
a f t e r  a l l ,  one th in g  to  say  t h a t  th e r e  i s  no a u t h e n t i c a l l y  
s u p e r io r  wisdom a b o u t p e o p le 's  t a s t e s  and p r e f e r e n c e s  i n  
c o m n o d it ie s ; i t  i s  q u i t e  a n o th e r  t h in g  t o  deny t h a t  t h e r e  i s  
a  s u p e r io r  wisdom a b o u t th e  s p i r i t u a l  d im en sio n s  o f  a  good 
l i f e .  Even to d a y , t h a t  l a s t  p r o p o s i t io n  does n o t  sound 
e n t i r e l y  r i d i c u lo u s  to  u s .  And i f  you  b e l ie v e  t h a t  m an 's  
s p i r i t u a l  l i f e  i s  i n f i n i t e l y  more im p o r ta n t  th a n  h i s  t r i v i a l
3^® Robert L . H e i lb r o n e r ,  £ n  I n q u ir y  i n t o  th e  w ™ "" P r o s p e c t . (New 
Y ork: N o rto n , 1 9 7 5 ) , p .  160 .
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and t r a n s i e n t  a d v e n tu re s  i n  th e  m a rk e tp la c e , th e n  you may 
t o l e r a t e  a f r e e  m ark e t f o r  p r a c t i c a l  re a s o n s ,  w ith in  
narrow  l i m i t s ,  b u t you c e r t a i n l y  w i l l  have no com punctions 
a b o u t o v e r r id in g  i t  i f  you th in k  th e  f r e e  m arke t i s  
i n t e r f e r i n g  w ith  more im p o r ta n t th in g s .
T ib o r S c ito v sk y , s e a rc h in g  f o r  re a so n s  " f o r  o u r in c re a s in g
f r u s t r a t i o n  w ith  o u r f r e e ly  chosen  l i v e s "  in  h is  r e c e n t  book e n t i t l e d ,
s i g n i f i c a n t l y ,  The J o y le s s  Economy, a sk s
Could i t  n o t be t h a t  we seek  o u r s a t i s f a c t i o n  in  th e  wrong 
th in g s ,  o r  in  th e  wrong way, and a r e  th e n  d i s s a t i s f i e d  w ith  
th e  outcom e? . . . I t  i s  a  d i f f i c u l t  q u e s t io n  to  d e a l  w ith  
becau se  we a r e  accustom ed to  blam ing th e  system  o r  th e  
economy and have g o t te n  o u t o f  th e  h a b i t  o f  s e e k in g  th e  
c au se s  o f  o u r t ro u b le  in  o u r s e lv e s .  T hat was an  ap p ro ach  
p o p u la r  in  p a s t ,  more r e l i g i o u s ,  a g e s . . . .
E conom ists t o d a y . . .a c c e p t  u n q u e s tio n a b ly  th e  co n su m er's  
judgm ent o f  what i s  b e s t  f o r  him , h is  t a s t e s  a s  th e  outcome 
o f  t h a t  judgm ent, and h is  m ark e t b e h a v io r  a s  th e  r e f l e c t i o n  
o f  h is  t a s t e s .  E conom ists w i l l  n o t a n a ly z e  th e  m o tiv a t io n  
o f  consum er b e h a v io r , c la im in g  t h a t  th a t  would be beyond 
t h e i r  com petence and t h a t  i t  would in e v i ta b ly  in v o lv e  an  
im proper judgm ent: t h a t  o f  ju d g in g  one m an 's  way o f  m aking
th e  b e s t  o f  h is  l i f e  by a n o th e r  m an 's  s t a n d a r d s . . . .
That ap p ro ach  o v e rlo o k s  th e  f a c t  t h a t  t a s t e s  a r e  h ig h ly  
v a r i a b l e ,  e a s i l y  in f lu e n c e d  by exam ple, custom , and s u g g e s t io n , 
c o n s ta n t ly  changed by th e  a cc u m u la tio n  o f  e x p e r ie n c e , and 
m o d if ied  by chang ing  p r i c e s  and th e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  some 
s a t i s f a c t i o n s  and th e  u n a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  o th e r s .  . . . I n  s h o r t ,  
th e  e c o n o m is ts ' s ta n d a rd  p ro c e d u re  o f  p o s tu la t in g  t h a t  each  
consum er knows b e s t  w hat i s  good f o r  him and t r u s t i n g  th e  
consum er’ s b e h a v io r  to  r e f l e c t  t h a t  know ledge seems to  be 
u n s c i e n t i f i c .  “
In  a  l a t e r  a r t i c l e ,  S c ito v sk y  s u g g e s ts  t h a t ,  "E conom ists  have 
r i g h t l y  been r e l u c t a n t  to  engage in  s o c ia l  e n g in e e r in g  and tam per w ith  
consum er p r e f e r e n c e s " ;  b u t n e v e r th e le s s  he s e t s  o u t to  d ev e lo p  th e
391K r i s t o l ,  " C a p ita l is m , S o c ia lism  and N ih i l is m ,"  pp. 6 -7 .
^ ^ T i b o r  S c ito v s k y , The J o y le s s  Economy. (O xford : O xford
U n iv e r s i ty  P r e s s ,  1976 ), pp . 4 -5 .
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" e a r ly  s ta g e "  o f  a p o l ic y  w hich would induce  th e  p u b l ic ,  " to  change 
i t s  e x p e n d itu re  p a t t e r n s  in  ways t h a t  would red u ce  re s o u rc e  c o s ts
3 O 3
w ith o u t re d u c in g  consum er s a t i s f a c t i o n . "  That i s  to  be acco m plished
by e d u c a tin g  th e  p u b l ic  in  ways d e s ig n e d  to  in c re a s e  "consum ption
s k i l l s , "  in s te a d  o f  c o n c e n tra t in g  s o le ly  on p ro d u c tio n  s k i l l s .
Guy Routh used th e  f i r s t  c h a p te r  o f  h i s  r e c e n t  work on The
O rig in  o f  Economic Id e a s  to  p r e s e n t  p a s t  and p r e s e n t  c r i t i c i s m s  o f
o rth o d o x  econom ics made by d i s s a t i s f i e d  e co n o m is ts . The g e n e ra l  to n e
o f  many o f  th e se  c o m p la in ts , Routh n o te s ,  was t h a t  " th e  o rth o d o x
a p p a ra tu s  was by i t s  n a tu re  i l l - f i t t e d  f o r  id e n t i f y in g  o r  s e rv in g  th e
3 9 4needs o f  h u m a n ity ."  Routh a l s o  com plains t h a t ,  w ith in  th e  paradigm
o f  o rth o d o x  econom ics, " th e  e c o n o m ic - te c h n ic ia n  sh o u ld  be no more
co n cern ed  w ith  m oral v a lu e s  th a n  th e  m oto r m echanic w ith  th e  ro u te  o f
395th e  bus he i s  r e q u ir e d  to  r e p a i r . "
I t  sh o u ld  a l s o  be n o ted  th a t  a t  l e a s t  a p a r t  o f  th e  r e c e n t  
l i t e r a t u r e  on th e  l i m i t s  to  econom ic grow th  e x p l i c i t l y  c r i t i c i z e s  
o rth o d o x  econom ic th o u g h t f o r  n e g le c t in g  s p i r i t u a l  and m oral is s u e s  
w h ile  b a s in g  u t i l i t y ,  demand, and u l t im a te ly  grow th  th e o ry  on th e  
assum ed end o f  u n lim ite d  p h y s ic a l  w a n ts . The s p i r i t u a l  d e s i r a b i l i t y  
o f  f i n i t e  econom ic g row th  i s  a l s o  c la im ed  e x p l i c i t l y  in  th e  no-g row th
393 T ib o r S c ito v s k y , "Can Changing C onsum er's T a s te s  Save 
R e so u rc e s ,"  J o u rn a l  o f  C u l tu r a l  Econom ics. (1 9 7 7 ), p . 2.
394
Guy R outh , The O r ig in  o f  Economic I d e a s . (New York: V in tag e  
Books, 1 9 7 7 ), p . 1.
395I b i d . , p. 27.
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l i t e r a t u r e .  For exam ple, In  th e  £amous Club o f  Rome r e p o r t  i t  was 
e x p la in e d  th a t
P o p u la tio n  and c a p i t a l  a re  th e  o n ly  q u a n t i t i e s  th a t  need 
be c o n s ta n t  in  th e  e q u il ib r iu m  s t a t e .  Any human a c t i v i t y  
t h a t  does no t r e q u i r e  a  la rg e  flow  o f  i r r e p la c a b le  re s o u rc e s  
o r  p roduce  se v e re  e n v iro n m en ta l d e g ra d a tio n  m igh t c o n tin u e  to  
grow i n d e f i n i t e l y .  I n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  th o se  p u r s u i t s  t h a t  many 
p eo p le  would l i s t  a s  th e  m ost d e s i r a b le  and s a t i s f y i n g  
a c t i v i t i e s  o f  m a n --e d u c a tio n , a r t ,  m u sic , r e l i g i o n ,  b a s ic  
s c i e n t i f i c  r e s e a r c h ,  a t h l e t i c s ,  and s o c i a l  i n t e r a c t i o n s - -  
co u ld  f l o u r i s h . 3 9 6
In  a r e c e n t  book on th e  econom ics o f  th e  s t e a d y - s t a t e ,  some 
" u n d e r ly in g  v a lu e  a ssu m p tio n s"  w ere o p en ly  s t a t e d  to  su g g e s t t h a t  th e  
b e n e f i t s  o f  econom ic grow th and in c re a s in g  le v e l s  o f  m a te r ia l  w e a lth  
a r e  l im i te d  and f i n i t e ,  s u b je c t  to  ra n g e s  o f  d im in sh in g  and even 
n e g a tiv e  r e tu r n s :
N early  a l l  t r a d i t i o n a l  r e l i g i o n s  te a c h  man to  conform 
h is  so u l to  r e a l i t y  by know ledge, s e l f - d i s c i p l i n e ,  and 
r e s t r a i n t  on th e  m u l t i p l i c a t i o n  o f  d e s i r e s ,  as  w e ll  a s  
on th e  le n g th s  to  w hich he w i l l  go to  s a t i s f y  some d e s i r e .
The m odern r e l i g i o u s  a t t i t u d e s  o f  te c h n o lo g ic a l  s c ie n t is m  
and grow thm ania s e e k , a f t e r  th e  m anner o f  m ag ic , to  
s u b ju g a te  r e a l i t y  and bend i t  to  th e  w i l l  and whim o f  
some men, u s u a l ly  to  th e  unm easured d e tr im e n t o f  o th e r  men. 
. . . F o r  th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  r e l i g i o u s  a t t i t u d e ,  th e r e  i s  such a 
th in g  as  m a te r ia l  s u f f i c i e n c y ,  and beyond th a t  a d m itte d ly  
vague and h i s t o r i c a l l y  chang ing  am ount, th e  g o a l o f  l i f e  
becomes wisdom, en joym en t, c u l t i v a t i o n  o f  th e  mind and s o u l ,  
and community. 9 /
396 D o n e lla  H. Meadows, D ennis L. Meadows, J / r g e n  R anders, and 
W illiam  W. B ehrens I I I ,  The L im its  to  G row th. (New York: S ig n e t ,  1972),
p . 180.
39^Herman E. D aly , S tead y - S ta te  Econom ics: The Economics o f
B io p h y s ic a l E q u ilib r iu m  and M oral G row th, (San F ra n c is c o : W.H. Freem an,
1 9 7 7 ), pp . 44 -4 5 .
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There a r e  o b v io u s ly  some v e s t i g e s  o f  th e  Tudor d e s i r e  to
m a in ta in  economic th o u g h t a s  a s u b o rd in a te ,  y e t  a t  l e a s t  m oral (and
u s u a l ly  t e l e o l o g i c a l )  system  o f  s o c i a l  a n a ly s i s .  As Tawney w ro te  some
f i f t y  y e a r s  ago ,
. . . i t  i s  e v id e n t  t h a t  th e  w hole body o f  r e g u la t io n ,  by 
w hich m odern s o c i e t i e s  s e t  l i m i t s  to  th e  f r e e  p la y  o f 
econom ic s e l f - i n t e r e s t ,  im p lie s  th e  a c c e p ta n c e , w h e th er 
d e l ib e r a t e  o r  u n c o n sc io u s , o f  m ora l s ta n d a r d s ,  by 
re fe re n c e  to  w hich c e r t a i n  k in d s  o f  econom ic conduct 
a r e  pronounced i l l e g i t i m a t e .  On th e  o th e r  hand, th e re  
a r e  in d ic a t io n s  t h a t  r e l i g i o u s  th o u g h t i s  no lo n g e r  
c o n te n t  to  d ism is s  th e  t r a n s a c t io n s  o f  b u s in e s s  and 
th e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  o f  s o c ie ty  a s  m a t te r s  i r r e l e v a n t  to  th e  
s p i r i t . ^98
I t  m ust be b e t t e r  to  exam ine th e s e  m oral s ta n d a rd s  o p e n ly , 
b o th  in  te rm s o f  t h e i r  e f f e c t  on econom ic o r g a n iz a t io n  and th e  e f f e c t s  
o f  econom ic o rg a n iz a t io n  on them , th a n  to  use them " u n c o n sc io u s ly "  
and h a p h a z a rd ly . And i f  e co n o m ists  b e g in  to  d is c u s s  such  s ta n d a rd s  
o p e n ly , i t  seems u n l ik e ly  t h a t  q u e s t io n s  o f  means w i l l  be a llo w ed  to  
c o n tin u e  to  d i c t a t e  th e  ends and m ethod o f  economic th o u g h t- - o r  i f  th ey  
a r e ,  th e  p o s i t i o n  m ust be d e fen d ed  and c o n sc io u s ly  m a in ta in e d , and so 
th e  a n a ly s i s  w i l l  a t  l e a s t  have e t h i c a l  and s p i r i t u a l  r ig o u r  a s  w e ll 
a s  m a th e m a tic a l and g e o m e tr ic a l  c o n s is te n c y .
When such  q u e s t io n s  a r e  ta k e n  up , th e  u s e f u ln e s s  o f  Tudor 
econom ic th o u g h t ta k e s  on new d im e n s io n s , d i f f e r e n t  in  n a tu re  from  th e  
u su a l q u e s t io n s  o f  p u re ly  h i s t o r i c a l  i n t e r e s t .  As Tawney n o te d ,
398 Tawney, R e lig io n  and th e R ise o f  C a p ita lism , pp. 11-12 .
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The a t te m p t to  ju d g e  econom ic a c t i v i t y  by e t h i c a l  
c r i t e r i a  r a i s e s  p roblem s w hich a r e  e t e r n a l ,  and i t  i s  
p o s s ib le  t h a t  a  s tu d y  o f  th e  th o u g h t o f  an  age when th a t  
a t te m p t was made, i f  w ith  l i t t l e  s u c c e s s , a t  l e a s t  w ith  
c o n v ic t io n  and p e r s i s t e n c e ,  may p ro v e , even  to d a y , n o t 
w ho lly  w ith o u t i n s t r u c t i o n .
A g a in , t h a t  does n o t mean t h a t  we a re  to  l i t e r a l l y  ta k e  o v e r 
w hole s e c t io n s  o f  Tudor econom ic th o u g h t w ith o u t c a r e f u l  a n a ly s i s  and 
e v a lu a t io n ,  o r  t h a t  we a r e  to  w r i te  o f f  m odern p o s i t i v e  econom ic 
a n a ly s i s .  Tawney saw c l e a r l y  t h a t ,  " th e  a p p e a l o f  th e  h a rd -h ead ed  
Tudor s ta te sm e n  to  t r a d i t i o n a l  s a n c t i o n s . ( i s ) b a d  e v id en c e  fo r  
p r a c t i c e ,  b u t good e v id en ce  f o r  t h o u g h t . i t  may w e ll  be found 
th a t  a  good econom ic o rd e r  can e x i s t  w ith o u t th e  use o f  such  Tudor 
p r a c t i c e s  a s  wage r e g u la t i o n s ,  im p o rt r e s t r i c t i o n s ,  sum ptuary  law s, 
o r  even t o r t u r i n g  u s u re r s  and e r r a n t  m in i s t e r s  o f  r e l i g i o n  and s t a t e .  
But th e  fo u n d a tio n  o f  Tudor economic th o u g h t m ust be ta k en  more 
s e r i o u s l y ,  and th e  p o t e n t i a l  im p l ic a t io n s  o f  t h a t  th o u g h t f o r  v e ry  
b a s ic  econom ic i n s t i t u t i o n s  m ust be u n d e rs to o d . Tawney saw th a t  
Tudor econom ic th o u g h t and p o l ic y  m easu res a lm o s t alw ays
. . . r e s t  on th e  a ssu m p tio n  t h a t  th e  i n s t i t u t i o n  o f  
p r o p e r ty ,  th e  t r a n s a c t io n s  o f  th e  m a rk e tp la c e , th e  whole 
f a b r i c  o f  s o c ie ty  and th e  w hole ran g e  o f  i t s  a c t i v i t i e s ,
I b i d . , p . 11. C o n tra s t  t h i s  w ith  Mucnmore, p . 358, who 
c la im s  t h a t ,  " [M a ly n e s ']  works d e se rv e  ex am in a tio n  o n ly  becau se  th ey  
a r e  v a l id  r e p r e s e n ta t i v e s  o f  th e  'm e r c a n t i l e  a g e , '  and b ecause  th ey  
d e m o n s tra te  th e  murky o r ig i n s  o f  th e  econom ic d i s c i p l i n e . "
400X b id ., p. 4 .
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s ta n d  by no a b s o lu te  t i t l e ,  b u t m ust j u s t i f y  th em selv es  
a t  th e  b a r  o f  r e l i g i o n .  They i n s i s t  t h a t  C h r i s t i a n i ty  
has no more d ead ly  fo e  th a n  th e  a p p e t i tu s  d iv i t ia r u m  
i n f i n i t u s , th e  u n b r id le d  in d u lg e n c e  o f  th e  a c q u i s i t i v e
a p p e t i t e . ^ 0 1
Even i f  i t  i s  c l e a r  t h a t  Tudor economic th o u g h t co u ld  p rove 
u s e fu l  in  such  p u r s u i t s ,  some b a s ic  q u e s t io n s  rem ain . Why sh o u ld  
eco n o m ists  c o n s id e r  th em selv es  o b l ig a te d  (and  com peten t) to  d is c u s s  
m oral and s p i r i t u a l  ends o f  econom ic o r g a n iz a t io n ,  and th e  e t h i c a l  
im p lic a t io n s  o f  t h e i r  a n a ly s i s  and p o l ic y  p ro p o s a ls?  Or i n  s t r o n g e r  
w ords, do n o t th e  co n cep ts  o f  s p e c i a l i z a t i o n  and d iv i s io n  o f  la b o r  
r e s t r i c t  eco n o m ists  from such  d is c u s s io n s ?  I t  m ust be a d m itte d  th a t  
i f  m ost eco n o m ists  a r e  to  c o n t r ib u te  to  such  d i s c u s s io n s ,  th e y  w i l l  
need a d d i t io n a l  i n s t r u c t i o n  in  t h e i r  t r a i n i n g  program s on th e  
a d m itte d ly  d i f f i c u l t  s u b je c t  o f  econom ics a s  a m ora l s c ie n c e .4^
But w h e th er modern eco n o m ists  a r e  c u r r e n t ly  com petent in  such f i e l d s  
o r  n o t ,  c a l l s  on them to  c o n t r ib u te  i n  th e s e  a r e a s  a r e  no l e s s  p r e s s in g .  
S p e c ia l iz a t io n  has been a  m any-edged sw ord; and becau se  modern 
p h i lo s o p h e r s ,  r e l i g i o u s  l e a d e r s ,  p o l i t i c i a n s ,  and even  o th e r  s o c ia l  
t h e o r i s t s  g e n e r a l ly  have a  l im i te d  know ledge o f  econom ic th e o ry  and
4 0 l I b id .
^K enneth B ould ing  has r e c e n t ly  made some v e n tu re s  in  t h i s  
a r e a .  He h as  a  c h a p te r  on "Econom ics a s  a  M oral S c ie n ce "  in  h is  
Economics a s  a S c ie n c e . (New York: M cG raw -H ill, 1970).
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e v id e n c e , i t  i s  o f te n  more dangerous f o r  e co n o m ists  to  a v o id  th e se  
tro ub lesom e a re a s  th a n  to  p a r t i c i p a t e  in  them w ith  a l l  a p p r o p r ia te  
h u m ili ty  and u n d e rs ta n d in g s  o f  th e  l i m i t s  o f  t h e i r  know ledge.
And in  f a c t ,  a  v e ry  b a s ic  p a r t  o f  th e  e c o n o m is ts ' t r a in in g  
does p re p a re  them to  e v a lu a te  m oral i s s u e s  and im p l ic a t io n s .  I t  
p re p a re s  them w ith  an a p p r o p r ia te  m ethod to  use  i n  d is c u s s in g  q u e s tio n s  
o f  e n d s , a s  w e l l  a s  m eans, i f  th ey  w i l l  o n ly  use  t h a t  m ethod. A 
r e c e n t  in t r o d u c to r y  econom ics te x tb o o k  b e g in s  w i th ,  and  i s  t i t l e d  
a f t e r ,  K eynes' d e s c r ip t i o n  o f  econom ics. A cco rd ing  to  K eynes,
The Theory o f  Econom ics does n o t f u r n i s h  a body o f 
s e t t l e d  c o n c lu s io n s  im m ed ia te ly  a p p l ic a b le  to  p o l ic y .
I t  i s  a m ethod r a t h e r  th an  a  d o c t r i n e ,  an  a p p a ra tu s  o f  
m ind, a  te c h n iq u e  o f  th in k in g  w hich  h e lp s  i t s  p o s s e s o r  to  
draw  c o r r e c t  c o n c lu s io n s .
To have a  p r o f e s s io n a l  body o f  s c h o la r s  w ith  e x te n s iv e  t r a in in g  
in  such  a  m ethod n o t c o n s id e r  and d is c u s s  q u e s t io n s  o f  s p i r i t u a l  ends 
and m odels o f  m o ra l and e t h i c a l  b e h a v io r  i s  a t r a g i c  w aste  o f  r e s o u rc e s .  
To have them n o t d is c u s s  a t  l e a s t  th e  e t h i c a l  i s s u e s  w hich n a tu r a l l y  
in t r u d e  on many o f  t h e i r  s tu d ie s  i s  to  deny a la r g e  p a r t  o f  what 
econom ics was lo n g  c o n s id e re d  to  b e , and to  a llo w  means to  d i c t a t e  
e n d s . The p u re  t h e o r e t i c i a n  o r  e co n o m e trican  sh o u ld  r e a l i z e  t h a t  such  
a  m ethod i s  unsound; th e  h i s t o r i a n  o f  econom ic th o u g h t sh o u ld  be 
rem inded o f  C a rd in a l Newman's s ta te m e n t ,  " P o l i t i c a l  economy i s . . . a
403
See P au l H eyne, The Economic Wav o f T h in k in g . (C hicago: 
S c ie n ce  R esearch  A s s o c ia te s ,  1 9 7 6 ), p . x i .
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s c ie n c e  a t  th e  same tim e dangerous and le a d in g  to  o c c a s io n s  o f  s i n . " ^ ^  
Taking t h i s  d is c u s s io n  to  h e a r t ,  one f i n a l  ta s k  rem ains f o r  
t h i s  s tu d y . S c ito v sk y  e n te r e d  a n  " e a r ly  s ta g e "  o f  d e v e lo p in g  a p o l ic y  
to  change consum ers ' t a s t e s  and p re fe re n c e s  w ith  th e  im p o rta n t o b je c t iv e  
o f  co n se rv in g  en erg y  r e s o u rc e s .  An " e a r ly  s ta g e "  o f  e v a lu a t in g  th e  
s p i r i t u a l  and e t h i c a l  c o n te n t o f  Tudor econom ic th o u g h t w i l l  be b r i e f l y  
p re s e n te d  b e lo w -- fo r  w ith o u t  such  an  e v a lu a t io n ,  e s p e c i a l l y  in  s tu d ie s  
o f  " p r e - a n a ly t i c "  econom ic th o u g h t,  to  use  Schum peter’ s p h ra s e , th e re  
i s  no way o f  f u l l y  a p p r e c ia t in g  w hat we have l o s t  w ith  th e  dem ise o f  
t h a t  body o f  th o u g h t.
F o r tu n a te ly  th e  ta s k  i s  n o t a  d i f f i c u l t  one a s  f a r  a s  most 
a s p e c ts  o f  Tudor econom ic th o u g h t a r e  co n ce rn ed . The g e n e ra l  id e a s  o f  
th e  C hain  o f  B eing and th e  body p o l i t i c  a r e  p u re ly  t r a d i t i o n a l  and 
C h r i s t i a n  in  n a tu r e ,  and a s  su ch  a r e  ta k e n  by many com m entators a s  
y ie ld in g  t r u e  and m ean in g fu l s ta te m e n ts  on th e  p ro p e r  ends o f  man’ s 
a c t i v i t y  and h i s  s o c i a l  o r g a n iz a t io n .  The same i s  t r u e  f o r  th e  Tudor 
v e r s io n  o f  th e  im p e r ia l  them e. The id e a s  o f  th e  Tudor economy o f 
d e l ig h t  and th e  r i s e  o f  econom ic in d iv id u a l is m  w ere a l s o  k e p t ,  a t  l e a s t  
by o rth o d o x  Tudor w r i t e r s ,  in  l i n e  w ith  th e  a n c ie n t  and C h r i s t i a n  id e a s  
o f  m o d e ra tio n , in c lu d in g  th e  c o n ce rn  o v e r  th e  p ro p e r  u se s  and ways o f  
s ee k in g  a f t e r  w e a lth .
What rem ain s  i s  th e  Tudor c o n ce p t o f  c iv i c  a c t i v i t y ,  and th e
404Q uoted by A le x an d e r Gray i n  h i s  The D evelopm ent o f  Economic 
D o c tr in e , (London: Longmans, G reen and C o ., 1 9 4 2 ), p . 2 .
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a s s o c ia te d  id e a  o f  moving down th e  G re a t C hain  o f  B e in g --ap p ro x im a tin g  
th e  d iv in e  th ro u g h  th e  p ro c e ss  o f  im i t a t i o  d e l , by add ing  to  the  
" o rd e r ly  v a r io u s n e s s "  o f  t h i s  w o rld . Many, i t  i s  c l e a r ,  w i l l  f in d  th e  
a c t i v e  l i f e  l e s s  s a t i s f y i n g  th a n  th e  more t r a d i t i o n a l  g o a l o f  th e  
c o n te m p la tiv e  l i f e .  S im i la r ly ,  some have c la im ed  th a t  th e  g r e a t  
l i t e r a t u r e  o f  th e  E n g lish  R en a issan ce  e lo q u e n t ly  su p p o rts  and d e s c r ib e s  
an  i n f e r i o r  p h ilo so p h y . These c h a lle n g e s  a re  s e r io u s ,  and can  be tak en  
up o n ly  i f  i t  i s  a p p re c ia te d  how w id e ly  and how d e ep ly  th e  Tudor co n ce rn  
o v e r  o rd e r  ra n . Chaos fo llo w ed  where o rd e r  was ta k en  away; v i r t u e ,  
s e c u r i t y  and p r o s p e r i ty  came where o rd e r  was m a in ta in e d  and ex ten d ed . 
Tem poral r u l e r s  and m a g is t r a te s  were a sk ed  to  c a r e f u l ly  o b se rv e  and 
r e g u la te  men’ s a c t i v i t y  in  econom ic, p o l i t i c a l  and s p i r i t u a l  m a t te r s  
a l i k e  to  in s u re  t h a t  o rd e r  p r e v a i le d .  A ll  men w ere to  p roduce and 
consume a c c o rd in g  to  t h e i r  d e g re e . Any man co u ld  d i s r u p t  s o c ia l  and 
w orld  o rd e r ;  b u t a l l  men cou ld  se rv e  in  a c h ie v in g  g r e a t e r  o rd e r - - th o u g h  
n o t a lw ays by p u rsu in g  t h e i r  own econom ic s e l f - i n t e r e s t .  The a c t iv e  
l i f e  and th e  id e a  o f  moving down th e  G re a t C hain  o f  B eing , p ro p e r ly  
co n ce iv e d , su g g e s t v e ry  d i f f e r e n t  modes o f  ap p ro x im a tio n  th a n  th e  
id e a s  o f  c o n te m p la tio n  and a s s im i l a t i o n ,  b u t a r e  n o t a s  d i f f e r e n t  in  
i n t e n t  (and p e rh a p s  even  r e s u l t )  a s  m igh t be e x p e c te d . Any use o f  th e  
G re a t C hain  o f  B eing im age, i t  i s  c l e a r ,  has i n  mind a  d e f i n i t e  system  
o f  o r d e r ,  in c lu d in g  a  t r u l y  o rg a n ic  v iew  o f  s o c ie ty .  That sen se  o f  
o rd e r  and h o lism  i s  n o t a f e a tu r e  o f  m odern s o c ie ty ,  o r  o f  modern 
econom ic th o u g h t. There i s  some re a so n  to  th in k  t h a t  t h a t  speaks 
p o o r ly  f o r  th e  p r e s e n t .
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C o n clu sio n s
The lo s s  a s s o c ia te d  w ith  th e  dem ise o f  Tudor economic th o u g h t 
w as, and i s ,  s u b s t a n t i a l .  As I r v in g  K r i s to l  has n o te d ,
For w e ll o v e r a  hundred and f i f t y  y e a rs  now, s o c ia l  
c r i t i c s  have been w arn ing  us t h a t  b o u rg e o is  s o c ie ty  was 
l i v in g  o f f  th e  accum ulated  m oral c a p i t a l  o f  t r a d i t i o n a l  
r e l i g i o n  and t r a d i t i o n a l  m oral p h ilo so p h y , and t h a t  once 
t h i s  c a p i t a l  was d e p le te d ,  b o u rg eo is  s o c ie ty  would f in d  i t s  
le g it im a c y  even more q u e s t io n a b le .  These c r i t i c s  were n e v e r , 
i n  t h e i r  l i f e t i m e ,  e i t h e r  p o p u la r  o r  p e r s u a s iv e .  The ed u ca ted  
c la s s e s  o f  l i b e r a l - b o u r g e o is  s o c ie ty  s im p ly  co u ld  n o t b r in g  
th em se lv es  to  b e l ie v e  t h a t  r e l i g i o n  o r  p h ilo so p h y  was t h a t  
im p o r ta n t to  a  p o l i t y .  They co u ld  l i v e  w ith  r e l i g i o n  o r 
m o r a l i ty  a s  a  p u re ly  p r iv a te  a f f a i r ,  and th ey  cou ld  n o t 
s e e  why everyone e l s e - - a f t e r  a  p ro p e r  s e c u la r  e d u c a tio n , 
o f  c o u rs e — co u ld  n o t do l ik e w is e .  W ell, I  th in k  i t  i s  
becom ing c l e a r  t h a t  r e l i g i o n ,  and a  m ora l p h ilo so p h y  
a s s o c ia te d  w ith  r e l i g i o n ,  i s  f a r  more im p o rta n t p o l i t i c a l l y  
th a n  th e  p h ilo so p h y  o f  l i b e r a l  in d iv id u a lis m  a d m its .^05
Schum peter saw th e  same problem :
In  b re a k in g  down th e  p r e - c a p i t a l i s t  fram ework o f  
s o c i e ty ,  c a p i t a l i s m  th u s  b roke n o t o n ly  th e  b a r r i e r s  
t h a t  impeded i t s  p ro g re s s  b u t a l s o  f ly in g  b u t t r e s s e s  
t h a t  p re v e n te d  i t s  c o l la p s e .  T hat p ro c e s s ,  im p re ss iv e  
in  i t s  r e l e n t l e s s  n e c e s s i ty ,  was n o t m ere ly  a  m a t te r  o f  
rem oving i n s t i t u t i o n a l  deadwood, b u t o f  rem oving 
p a r tn e r s  o f  th e  c a p i t a l i s t  s tra tu m , sy m b io sis  w ith  whom 
was an e s s e n t i a l  e lem en t o f  th e  c a p i t a l i s t  schema.
I t  has been su g g e s te d  h e re  t h a t  s p i r i t u a l  and e t h i c a l  co n ce rn s  
w ere im p o r ta n t much l a t e r  in  th e  h i s to r y  o f  economic th o u g h t th a n  i s  
g e n e r a l ly  r e a l i z e d — im p o r ta n t even in  a  tim e when such  economic 
p roblem s and developm en ts  a s  i n f l a t i o n ,  unem ploym ent, expanding
405
K r i s t o l ,  " C a p ita l is m , S o c ia lism  and N ih il is m , " p . 12. 
K r i s t o l ' s  em phasis i s  g iv e n .
Schumpeter, C a p ita lism , S o c ia lism  and Democracy, p. 139.
204
commerce, i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n ,  and even  s o c ia l  a n a ly s i s  w ere ta k in g  on 
modern p ro p o r t io n s .  I t  was su g g e s te d  th a t  f o r  some tim e q u e s t io n s  
o f  ends shaped th e  developm ent o f  econom ic a n a ly s i s ;  and i t  may even 
be conceded t h a t  th e  dem ise o f  th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  sy stem  o f  ends in  many 
ways f r e e d  th e  a n a l y t i c a l  th in k e r s  to  d evelop  t h e i r  to o ls  more r a p id ly  
th a n  would o th e rw is e  have been  p o s s ib le — th a t  I s  n o t an e s s e n t i a l  p o in t .
Modern econom ic th o u g h t i s  u n n e c e s s a r i ly  mutq on q u e s tio n s  o f  
s o c ia l  and in d iv id u a l  en d s . The Tudor sy stem  o f  e n d s - - o f  an en d , w ith  
l e s s e r  g u id in g  p r i n c i p l e s — d e se rv e s  to  be c o n s id e re d  by modern s o c ia l  
t h in k e r s ,  in c lu d in g  e co n o m is ts ; and w here p o s s ib le  o u r a n a ly s i s  and 
p o l ic y  sh o u ld  be d i r e c te d  tow ards ends a t  l e a s t  v e ry  s im i la r  to  th o se  
d is c u s s e d  by th e  Tudor w r i t e r s .  There i s  no hope o f  a c h ie v in g  a 
b road  s o c ia l  co n sen su s  on p o l i c i e s  d e s ig n e d  to  d e a l  w ith  su ch  problem s 
a s  p o v e r ty , econom ic d ev elo p m en t, o r  even  rev en u es  f o r  governm en ta l 
b o d ie s , u n le s s  i t  i s  w id e ly  b e l ie v e d  th a t  econom ic s o c ie ty  and economic 
th o u g h t a r e  d i r e c te d  tow ard th e  p ro v is io n  o f  more good, a s  w e ll  as  
more goods.
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N ic h o ls ,  e d . ,  L i t e r a r y  Remains o f  K ing Edward V I, 2 v o l s . , 1857 
and in  G i lb e r t  B u r n e t 's  H is to ry  o f  th e  r e f o r m a t io n . . . ,  b e s t  
ed . by N ic h o la s  P ocock, 7 v o l s . ,  1865.
 . P o l i c i e s  to  red u ce  t h i s  rea lm e  o f  E ngland  u n to  a. p ro ­
sp e ro u s  w e a lth e  and e s t a t e , (1 5 4 9 ). In  T .E .D .
 . The p ra y se  and com m ediaclon o f  suche a s  so u g h t comen-
w e a l th e s . . . ,  ( c . 1 5 4 8 ). ~ -r
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___________ . A p r o f i t a b l e  and n e c e s s a r i e  d i s c o u r s e , f o r  th e  m eetin g
w ith  th e  bad g a r b e l l in g  of s p i c e s „ used  i n  th e s e  d a t e s . And 
a g a in s t  th e  co m b in a tio n  o f th e  workmen o f  th a t  o f f i c e , con- 
t r a r i e  u n to  common good , (1 5 9 1 ). K ress  S. 81.
___________ . A p ro p e r  d y a lo g e  betw ene a  G en tillm an  and a_ husband­
man. . . ,  (c . 1 5 2 9 -3 0 ). In  A rb e r.
___________ . A p ro p o s a l  o f th e  p o e ts  to  r a i s e  T h e ir  M a je s t ie s  a_ sum
o f  money. . . ,  (1 6 0 0 ). K ress  225.
___________ . P ro p o sa l to  E s ta b l i s h  a  P u b lic  Bank, (1 5 7 6 ). S .P .P . ,
E l i z . ,  V o l. XC, No. 57; and in  T .E .D .
___________ • Some rem ark s  upon , and in s ta n c e s  o f th e  u sag e s  o f  form er
P a r l i a m e n ts , in  r e l a t i o n  to  t a x e s , (1 6 0 0 ). K ress 228.
___________ * Spare  y o u r good , (1 5 5 5 ). R e p r in te d  by E.G. R u ff , e d . ,
1919.
____________• Vox P o p u li Vox D e i, (1 5 4 7 -4 8 ). In  B a l la d s  from
M a n u s c r ip ts , F . J .  F u r n iv a l l ,  e d . ,  1868-72; and in  T .E .D .
A (c h e le y ) ,  T (hom as). The m assacre  o f  money, (1 6 0 2 ). K ress  244.
(A rm strong , C le m e n t) . A t r e a t i s e  c o n ce rn in g e  th e  S ta p le  and th e
com m odities o f  t h i s  re a lm e , (c . 1 5 1 9 -3 5 ). In  T .E .D . and
P a u l i .
(___________ ) .  How to  re fo rm e  th e  Realme in  s e t ty n g  them  to  w erke and
to  r e s t o r e  T i l l a g e , ( c .  1 5 3 5 -3 6 ). In  T .E .D . and P a u l i .
A ( r th in g to n ) , H (e n ry ) . P r o v is io n  f o r  th e  p o o re  now in  p e n u r ie ; o u t 
o f  th e  s to re h o u s e  o f Godf s p l e h t i e , (1 5 9 7 ). E x t r a c ts  in  
T .E .D .
A ylm er, Jo h n . An Harborowe F o r F a i t h f u l l  and Trewe S u b ie c te s . (1 5 5 9 ).
Bacon, S i r  F r a n c is .  E s s a y s , s e v e r a l  e d i t i o n s .  Ten e s s a y s  p r in t e d  
in  e d i t io n s  o f  1597, 1598, 1606.
B alw in , W illiam . A M yrroure  For M a g is t r a te s , (1 5 5 9 ). R e p r in te d  by
L .B . C am pbell, e d . ,  1938.
(B a n c ro f t ,  R ic h a rd ) .  D angerous p o s i t i o n s  and p ro c e e d in g s , p u b lis h e d  
and p r a c t i s e d  w ith in  t h i s  H a n d  o f  B r y ta in e , u n d er p re te n s e  
o f  r e f o r m a t io n . . . ,  (1 5 9 3 ) . K re ss  187.
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B a s ta rd , Rev. Thomas. P o e m s . . . ,  (1 5 9 8 ). R e p r in te d  by A.B. G ro s a r t ,  
e d . ,  1880. E x c e rp ts  in  T .E .D .
B ayker, John . On one cau se  o f  p o v e r ty , (c . 15 3 8 ). A ddressed  to
Henry V I I I ,  S .P . Henry V I I I , V ol. CXLI, 1 3 4 -3 5 f f ; in  F . Ayde- 
l o t t e ' s  E l iz a b e th a n  Rogues and V agabonds, and in  T .E .D .
Becon, Thomas. E a r ly  W orks, ( c .  1 5 4 2 -4 3 ). Ayre R e p r in ts ,  P a rk e r  
S o c ie ty , 1843.
_________ . The C atech ism  o f  Thomas B econ. . .w ith  o th e r  p i e c e s ,
in c lu d in g  The Jew el o f  J o y , (1 5 5 0 ). In  Ayre R e p r in ts ,
P a rk e r  S o c ie ty , 1844.
B ed e l, H enry. A sermon ex h o rty n g  to  p i t i e  th e  p o o re . K ress  S .53.
B ie s to n , R oger. The b a y te  and s n a re  o f  f o r tu n e , w h e re in  may be seen  
t h a t  money i s  n o t th e  o n ly  cau se  o f  m isc h e fe  and u n fo r tu n a te  
e n d s ; b u t a. n e c e s sa ry  mean to  m ayntayne _a v e r tu o u s  q u ie t  l y f e . 
T re a te d  in  ji d ia lo g e  betw ene mar, and money, (Ca. 1558). K ress 
76.
B ra d fo rd , Jo h n . W r i t in g s . . . ,  A. Townsend, e d . ,  P a rk e r  S o c ie ty ,  1848.
B rin k lo w , H enry. The C om plain t o f R oderyck M ors , ( c .  1542 ).
R e p r in te d  by J.M . Cowper, e d . , E .E .T .S . (1 8 7 4 ), w hich a ls o  
c o n ta in s  A S u p p ly c a tio n  t o . . . Kyng Henry th e  E y g h t, (1 5 4 4 ),
The Lam entacyon o f  a  C h r is te n  A gaynst th e  C ytye o f London,
(1 5 4 5 ), and A S u p p l ic a t io n  o f  th e  Poore Commons, (1 5 4 6 ).
I .B .  (John Brow ne). The m erch an ts  a v i s o , (1589) P a t r i c k  M cGrath, 
e d . ,  1957.
B ucer, M a r tin . A T r e a t i s e  How By th e  Worde o f  God, C h r i s t i a n  means 
Almose ough t to  b e  D is t r ib u te d ,  ( c .  1557).
___________ . De Regno C h r i s t ! , (1 5 7 7 ).
___________ . O bedience in  Church and S t a t e .
___________ . S c r ip ta  A n g lic a n a .
B u l l in g e r ,  H enry. A T r e a t i s e  o r  Sermon. . . concernynge m a g is t r a te s  and 
o b ed ien ce  o f  s u b j e c t s , (1 5 4 9 ).
___________ . A .. . D ia lo g u e , betw ene ye s e d i t io u s  L i b e r t l n  o r  r e b e l
A n a b a p tis t  and th e  t r u e  o b e d ie n t C h r i s t i a n . . . .  t r a n s . by 
John  V ernon, (1 5 5 1 ).
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(C aesa r, P h i l i p ,  and H em ingius, N ic h o la s ) .  A g e n e ra l  d is c o u r s e
a g a in s t  th e  dam nable s e c t  o f  u s u r e r s , grounded upon th e  words 
o f God. . . w herunto  Jj3 annexed a n o th e r  g o d l le  t r e a t i s e  con- 
c e rn y in g  th e  la w f u l l  u se  o f  r i t c h e s , (1 5 7 8 ). A t r a n s l a t i o n  
o f  two L a t in  t r e a t i s e s ,  p u b lish e d  in  Germany. C a e s a r 's  e ssa y  
p u b lish e d  in  1569. T ra n s , by Thomas R ogers. K ress  157.
C e c i l ,  W illiam , Lord B u rg h ley . The E x ecu tio n  o f  J u s t i c e  in  E ng land . 
(1 5 8 4 ). R e p r in te d  by R obert M. K ingdon, e d . , C o rn e ll  U hi- 
v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1965.
_. N otes on T ra d e , F is h in g , and S h ip p in g , (1 5 8 1 ? ). S .P .P . ,
E l i z . ,  V o l. XLI, No. 58; and in  T .E .D .
Cheke, S i r  Jo h n . The h u r t  o f  s e d i t i o n . . . . The t r u e  s u b je c t  to  th e
r e b e l l , (1 5 4 9 ). In  H o lln g s h e d 's  C h ro n ic le s ,  i i i ,  1808 e d i t i o n .
C holm eley, W illiam . The R eq u est and S u i te  o f  a  T ru e -H ea rted  E n g lish ­
man, (1 5 5 3 ). In  Camden M isc e lla n y  (1 8 5 3 ); e x c e p r ts  in  T .E .D . 
K ress  301.
C h r is to p h e rso n , Jo h n . An e x h o r ta t io n  to  a l l  menne to  ta k e  hede and 
bew are o f  r e b e l l i o n , (1 5 5 4 ). "
Coke, John . The D ebate Between th e  H e ra ld e s  o f  E nglande and F ra u n c e , 
(1 5 5 0 ). E x c e rp ts  in  T .E .D .
Cranm er, Thomas. M isc e lla n e o u s  W ritin g s  and W orks; J .E .  Cox, e d . ,  
P a rk e r  S o c ie ty  r e p r i n t s ,  1846.
C row ley, R o b e rt. The F a b le  o f  P h i l a r g y r i e  The G rea t G ig a n t , (1 5 5 1 ). 
W.A. M arsden, e d . , F a c s im il ie  R e p r in t ,  1931.
 ___________ . S e le c t  W orks. J.M . Cowper, e d . ,  E .E .T .S . ,  c o n ta in s  An
in fo rm a c io n  and P e t l c i o n . . .  (1 5 4 9 ), One and th y r ty e  
Epigrammes (1 5 5 0 ), The Voyce o f th e  l a s t e  tru m p et (1 5 5 0 ), 
P le a s u re  and Payne (1 5 5 1 ), and One Way to  W ealthe (1 5 5 1 ). 
E x c e p r ts  in  T .E .D .
Dee, Jo h n . The B r i t i s h  m onarchy. . . ,  (1 5 5 7 ). In  A rb e r.
D ekker, Thomas. The belm an o f  London. . . .  In  A.B. G ro e a r t ,  e d . ,  Non- 
d ra m a tic  works o f  D ekker, 1884-86 , i i i .
D eloney , Thomas. The p le a s a n t  h i s t o r y  o f  John  Winchcomb. . . ,  (1 5 9 7 ). 
O ften  r e p r in t e d .
_. "T hree  b a l l a r d s  o f  th e  arm ada f i g h t , "  (1 5 8 8 ). In  A rb e r.
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Donne, John . The Com plete P o e try  and S e le c te d  P ro se  o f John  Donne. 
C h a r le s  M. C o f f in , e d . ,  New Y ork, 1952.
D udley , Edmund. The T ree o f  Common W ea lth , (1 5 0 9 -1 0 ). R ep r in te d  
by D.M. B rooke, e d . ,  C am bridge, 1948. E x c e p rts  in  T .E .D .
E ly o t, S i r  Thomas. The Boke named th e  G overnour, (1 5 3 1 ). R e p r in te d  
by H. C r o f t ,  e d . ,  2 v o l s . ,  1883; and in  th e  E verym an 's 
L ib ra ry  e d i t i o n .
___________ . The Image o f  G overnance. (1 5 4 1 ).
F e rn e , S i r  Jo h n . The B lazon o f  G e n t r ie , 1586.
F e r r a r iu s ,  Jo an n es  M ontanus. T ouchinge th e  Good O rderynge o f  «i
Common W eale , (1 5 5 9 ). E x c e rp ts  r e p r in te d  by H .S . Symmes,
Les D e b u ts . 1903.
F is h ,  Simon. A S u p p licacy o n  f o r  th e  B eg g a rs , (c .  15 2 9 ). In  Four 
S u p p l ic a t io n s .  1529-1553. E .E .T .S .
F o r r e s t ,  W illia m , P le a s a u n t  Pdesye o f th e  P r i n c e l i e  P r a c t i s e , (1 5 4 8 ). 
E x c e rp ts  in  S ta r k e y 's  E n g la n d . . . ,  E .E .T .S .;  and in  T .E .D .
•F r ith , Jo h n , The Works o f W illiam  T yndale  and John F r i t h . R ep rin te d  
by T. R u s s e l l ,  e d . ,  3 v o l s . ,  1831. In c lu d e s  A M ir r o r , o r  
G la s s , t o  Know T h y s e l f , (1 5 3 2 ).
G a rd in e r , S tep h en , B ishop o f  W in c h e s te r . O bedience in  Church and 
S t a t e . R e p r in te d  in  P . J a n e l l e ,  e d . ,  1930, w hich  c o n ta in s  
The O ra tio n  o f T rue O bedience (1 5 3 5 ), and G a rd in e r1s 
Answer to  B ucer (1 5 4 1 ).
____________. L e t t e r s , J .A . M u lle r , e d . ,  1933.
G i lp in ,  B ern ard . Serm on. . . b e fo re  K ing Edward V I, (1 5 5 2 ). R e p r in te d  
in  G i lp in 's  L i f e , by W illiam  G i lp in ,  1752.
Goodman, C h r is to p h e r .  How S u p e r io r  Pow ers Ought to  be  Obeyd. (1558). 
R e p r in te d  by C.H. M cllw a ln , e d . ,  F a c s im i l ie  T ex t S o c ie ty ,  
1931.
G reene , R o b e r t. Com plete w o rk s , 1881-86 , A.B. G ro s a r t ,  e d . In c lu d e s  
A n o ta b le  d is c o v e ry  o f  coosenage (3 p a r t s )  (1 5 9 1 -9 2 ), and 
The d e fe n ce  o f  c o n n y -c a tc h in ^  (1 5 9 2 ).
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(Gresham, S i r  Thom as). F o r th e  u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f  th e  exchange ,
(1 5 7 9 ? ). K ress S. 58 . A lso a t t r i b u t e d  to  Dee and Sm ith. 
R e p r in te d  in  De R o o v e r 's  Gresham on F o re ig n  Exchange.
____________• To E l iz a b e th  on th e  F a l l  o f  th e  E xchanges, (1 5 8 8 ). In
T .E .D .
___________ . To C e c il  S u g g e s tin g  th e  M erchant A d v en tu res  pay F o re ig n
C r e d i to r s ,  (1 5 3 9 ). In  T .E .D .
G uevara, A. De. A D is p ra is e  o f  th e  l i f e  o f  _a C o u r t i e r , and a  com- 
m endacion o f  th e  l i f e  o f  th e  lab o u ry n g  man, (1 5 4 8 ).
H a le s , Jo h n . "The c h a r g e s . . .o n  e n c lo s u r e s ,"  R e p r in te d  in  J .  S try p e , 
E c c l e s i a s t i c a l  M em o ria ls , 1823 and in  T .E .D .
____________. "C auses o f  D e a rth "  (1 5 4 8 ), " B i l l  on th e  Decay o f T i l la g e "
(1 5 4 8 ), and "The d e fe n ce  o f . . .H a l e s "  (1 5 4 9 ). R e p r in te d  in  
E. Lamond, e d . ,  D is c o u rse  o f  th e  Common W eal, (1 8 9 3 ).
____________. On th e  Unwisedom o f  fi Hew Im p o s itio n  o f C lo th , (1 5 5 9 ).
S .P .P . , E l i z . ,  V o l. I l l ,  No. 49 ; and i n  T .E .D .
H a l l ,  Edward. C h ro n ic le , (1 5 4 8 ). A b r i e f  e x c e rp t  in  T .E .D .
H a l l ,  Jo se p h , B ishop o f  E x e te r  and N orw ich. S a t i r e s ,  f i r s t  th r e e  
books o f T o o th le s s e  S a ty r s , 1597, 1598, 1602; l a s t  th r e e  
b o o k s , B y tin g  S a ty r e s ,  1598, 1599. In  W orks, s e v e ra l  
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H a r r is o n , W illiam , An h i s t o r i c a l !  d e s c r ip t i o n  o f  th e  H a n d  of 
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H a z l i t t ,  W .C., ed . I n e d i te d  t r a c t s ;  i l l u s t r a t i n g  th e  m anner,
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E .E .D .S .,  1908.
____________, E p ig ram s, ( c .  1 5 4 7 -4 9 ). E x c e rp ts  i n  T .E .D .
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th e  g r e a t  p r o f i t e  o f  th e  p u b liq u e  s t a t e , r e l i e f  o f  th e  
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Hughe, W illiam . The T ro u b led  Mans M ed ic in e . . . w h ere in  th e y  may 
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l e t t e r  on R easons f o r  E ncourag ing  th e  New D ra p e r ie s ,  (1582). 
A lso in  T .E .D .
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